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3 MONSTER BASH - The International Classic Monster Conference, Film Festival a. Expo 


Starring irrPerson; Oonnie Vunagon Janet Ann Gaffow 


SON OF FRANKENSTEIN 
TOWER OF LONDON 
BAMBI 


EDDIE MUNSTER 
PHANTOM TOLLBOOTH 
HAND OF DEATH 


Pat Priest 

MARILYN MUNSTER 
INCREDIBLE 2-HEADED 
TRANSPLANT 


Chilly Billy Cardille 


Tom Savini 

PITTSBURGH’S 
MONSTER MAN! 



REMEMBERING 
FORREST J 
ACKERMAN 


Gregg Palmer 

CREATURE WALKS 
AMONG US 
FROM HELL IT CAME 


PLANET OF BLOOD 
NIGHT CALLER FROM 
OUTER SPACE 


ZOMBIES OG MORA TAU ENTER THE DRAGON 


FORBIDDEN PLANET 
THE MOLE PEOPLE 
BLOOD OF DRACULA'S 
CASTLE 


Veronica Carlson 

DRACULAHAS RISEN 
FROM THE GRAVE 
HORROR OF 
FRANKENSTEIN 


Son of Ghoul 

OHIO TV 
HORROR HOST 


I 


..xmd more 
io cornel 


MONSTER BASH SPOTLIGHT 


Over 200 Monster Vendor Tables 
Loads of Collectibles - Vintage Toys 
Rare DVDs - Original Posters ^ 
Almost Non-Stop Film Festival 
Saturday Night Outdoor Screening 
Mexi-Monster Night - Free Tacos 
Cortlandt Hull's Wax Museum ' 

"Ghoul A Go-Go" TV Cast LIVE lj||| 
Monster Bash Artist Lorraine Bush 
Kevin Slick's Live Silent Movie Music 
Monster Bash Stand-Up with Don Reese 


The Shemp Howard Family lo-F^rson 
fii3boif& Cosielh Tribate Show 
Eternally BMs, Tribute Show& more'. 


SIGN-UP NOW 




IfMONSTER BASH LODGING 

\ RESERVE NOW! 

r ' i Four Points Mars, PA (724) 776-6900 
jL Comfort Inn (724) 772-2700 

r Super 8 (724) 776-9700 

Candlewood Suites (724) 591-8666 
Red Roof Inn (724) 776-5670 
Hampton Inn (724) 776-1000 


3-Day Memberships I 

$40 through July 10, 2013 ^ 
$45 at the door or $20 per day 



On-line: www.creepyclassics.com 
(724) 238-4317 with credit card 
Check or Money Order to; 

Creepy Classics, P.O. Box 23, 
Ligonier, PA 15658 


FILM FESm/AL, AUTOGRAPHS, 200 l/ENDOR TABLES wiHi MONSTER COLLECTIBLES 


Events & Guests subject to transformation. Memberships are non-refundable, 
\/endors:ONLyAFB¥TABLBS ggg^- jg g registered trademark. Images copyright respective owners. 

UFT- Can ore-man now. www.monsterliasli.us 
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he SIXTY-SECOND SCARY SVENGOOLIE 
ISSUE! appeared in April 2007. Now in April 2013 we 
once again pay tribute to Horror Host Legend 
SVENGOOLIE! 

A lot has happened in the history of SCARY MONSTERS 
and Svengoolie over the last six years. For SCARY 
MONSTERS wc have managed to stay alive as a physical (A 
Rea! Monster Magazine in your hands!) magazine while many 
mags featuring various subjects have gone out of busine.ss or 
gone digital only. Many say magazines are almost extinct and it 
is only a matter of time. 1 can tell you 1 intend to .stay with it 
and reach issue #100 no matter what! The count lo 100 began 
with issue 86/2013 YEARBOOK last month. 

Most notably in the history of SCARY MONSTERS is 
probably that not only did we stay alive but managed to keep 
our cover price at $8.95 and now supply our printer with a 
digital file of the magazine which has improved the quality of 
the photo reproduction overall from issue 62. Svengoolie (Rich 
Koz) is also alive and on the real airwaves which is also 
amazing in this day and age but more importantly he has also 
gone national since issue 62. So, many of you Scary Readers 
from other states weren’t able to watch Svegoolie on your 
televisions then bul now are! You’ll hear more from 
Svengoolie as to what he has been doing on page 61 . 

In inid-Novcmber I would start thinking of once again letting 
Svengoolie take over an issue of SCARY MONSTERS. 1 
already knew that Dave Fuentes had two Svengoolie artielcs 
coming my way which could serve as a basis for the Sven 
coverage. While 1 knew' this would be the worst time for me 
because of the tight DEADlines between our Winter issue. 
Yearbook issue and this Spring issue and other business things 
that occur at this lime of year so I personally could nol 
contribute much of anything to the issue. All my time would 
be spent typing, scanning, designing and putting the issue 
together in a very short amount of time. 

Towards early December and once 1 received Dave’s articles 
the idea for SVENGOOLIE RETURNS! was a go in my 
mind. Time was running out to get the information to our 
comic book distributor along with a mock-up of the cover. 
With the aid of one of Dave’s photos as the basis 1 
commissioned my son, Dylan to create the cover idea 1 
envisioned on giving Scaty Terry’ Beatty a little later down the 
road. The Svengoolie Tribute issue was now full scares ahead! 


Continued on Page 162 ... 
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with Svengoolie as our answer for the SCARY SECRET 
PHOTO in issue #85. The tip off for us was of course the 
rubber chicken. We have been watching him recently on ME- 
TV and even though we watch in California are tempted to 
throw a mbber chicken at the screen especially during his 
showings of MUMMY movies. 

So.. .a few words about our Horror Host, Svengoolie. 

Well, Svengoolie is a horror host in a long-running television 
program in Chicago and has in recent years been seen 
nationally hosting monster movies on Saturday night on ME- 
TV. 

The shows air various {and often low-budget) horror and sci-fi 
movies, hosted by horror host “Svengoolie” (a play on the word 
Svengali), currently played by Rich Koz, who wears face 
makeup, a wig, and black top hat. Just before, and just after, 
commercial breaks in the film, 
the character presents various 
sketches, tells corny jokes, and 
presents songs spoofing the 
film being aired. Some shows 
were even presented in what 
was later dubbed “Sven- 
surround” in which Svengoolie 
would make jokes as the film 
aired; and sound effects would 
be played over the movie, as 
well. This was discontinued 
for a short time, but brought 
back due to viewer request — 
though only as a clip segment 
i i aired outside the actual film. 


The answer to the SECRET photo.. .That’s Rich “Svengoolie” 
Koz, Get well soon buddy, the crypt just ain’t the same without 
ya! Happy Holidaze to the Druktenis Family as well as the 
Adams Family. 

All my best, 

AL CARDIN Flori4a 


Hi Dennis! 

SCARY SECRET PHOTO is Rich Koz as Svengoolie! 

It’s unbelievable to me now, but when Rich was on in the 
early 80s as Son of Svengoolie, 1 would watch the movies and 
turn off the sound whenever he was on. Why? Because 1 was 
young and stupid and thought he was making fun of the 
movies. It wasn’t until his return in the 90s that I actually 
listened and realized he was having fun with the movies and 
not making fun of them! 

DOUGFERRINI Illinois 


Hey Dennis/Sam Scare and 
family. 

First, we want to wish you a 
fantastic holiday and look 
forward to a new year of 
SCARY MONSTERS! 

Thanks for all the old and 
new memories. It’s X-Mas eve 
and your issue just arrived! 
Who needs the ghost of 
Christmas Past when you’ve 
got Sam Scare! 

My son Lucas and I are going 




Svongoolie debuted on Screaming Yellow Theater, which 
aired on WFLD (Channel 32) form September 18, 1970 until 
late-summer 1973. Svengoolie was played in this scries by 
Jerry G. Bishop. In later seasons, Rich Koz-a fan of the show 
who used to send in sketch ideas — became one of the show’s 
writers. 

On June 16, 1979, Son of Svengoolie debuted on WFLD, with 
Koz in the title role. 

The series returned to the air on December 31. 1994, on 
WCIU (Channel 26), using ju.st “Svengoolie” as its name. Koz 
took over the role of Svengoolie when Bishop told Koz that he 
“believed he was grown up enough now to no longer be just the 
Son.” 

A running gag through the series is the repeated utterance of 
the word “Berwyn,” the name of a Chicago suburb. Another 
recurring gag involves rubber chickens being thrown at 
Svengoolie after a cornier-lhan-usual joke — usually at the end 
of each episode’s closing sketch. Koz and the show have won 
numerous regional Emmy awards, and Koz was admitted to the 
Emmy “Silver Circle” in 2004 for “outstanding contributions to 
Chicago television." 

Have a great holiday and thanks again! 

JOE and LUCAS SCHULTZ California 
P.S. Love the new website! 


Dennis Druktenis, 

The answer to the SCARY photo is Svengoolie, the horror 
host currently on ME-TV seen at 10 pm on Saturdays usually 
showing Universal classic monsters. Recently he was 
hospitalized. His real name is Rich Koz and was bom in 1952. 

Regarding the fun article by Jerry Boyd on HAMMER. 
Actually in 1963 Hammer did do a horror comedy THE OLD 
DARK HOUSE directed by William Castle and starring Tom 
Poston. It was a flop. 

Sincerely. 

JON FRY Circleville, OH 


Dennis Druktenis, 

First off the SCARY SECRET PHOTO in issue #85 is 
SV'ENCiOOLIE. The .Master of Chicken Jokes! 

KEN MCCLELLAND Reston, VA 


Hello Dennis, 

Hope you and your family had a good Christmas. Nothing 
against my family, but the best thing I got was SCARY 
MONSTERS #85 on Christmas Eve! Sweet! Thank you. In 
the mood for scary goodies for the New Fear. Check Enclosed 
THANK YOU MUCH, 

CRAIG PERRY Champaign, IL 


The SCARY SECRET PHOTO in #85 is Svengoolie holding 
a rubber chicken. Svengoolie is the greatest horror host ever on 
TV. 

JOHN .lENKINS Hammond, IN 


Dear Dennis, 

SCARY 85 arrived here at hill house on Christmas Eve and we 
who walk here along were very happy to get it. 

The SCARY SECRET PHOTO is our pal, Svengoolie. 
Saturday night here is Svengoolie night, a classic STAR 
TREK then Sven and a Universal classic monster. This is my 


idea of a good lime. Thanks to Sven 1 end the week with a 
great movie and a lot of laughs and a new appreciation for 
rubber chickens. 1 am very sorry to hear of his recent health 
problems and wish him well. 

THANKS! 

JOHN .A. KENNEMORE Covington, GA 


Dear Dennis, 

I believe the SCARY SECRET PHOTO is Dick Flanagan as 
Mr. Mephisto. There’s nothing 1 can add since I’m only 
familiar with him from the pages of SCARY MONSTERS. 
Growing up in rural Texas, the only horror host I ever saw, 
until Elvira, was a local guy named Joe Alston who presented 
SHOCK on our CBS affiliate KENS-TV. He wore a black 
coat and hat which made him look more like a secret agent than 
a mad scientist. He also hosted a kid’s show as Captain Gus 
which ran an astonishing 26 years (1953-1979). 

We also had an ongoing scary movie which aired Friday 
nights after the news. There was no ho.st but over an oscillating 
image of an atom a narrator would intone: “Project Terror- 
where the scientific and the terrifying emerge!” After all these 
years, that line still lingers in my memory! 

Sincerely yours, 

KIM L. NEIDIGH San Antonio, TX 


Dear Dennis, 

I have been poring over SC.ARY MONSTERS 85. It’s 
excellent as usual. I really enjoyed the articles on Jack Pierce 
and how he created the look for all the classic Universal 
monsters. The article on the making of the SUN DEMON was 
also interesting. The regular features arc fantastic as usual. 
What s new and SCARE-NEWS by Johnny Scareshock is 
great as usual. 

The real reason that I am writing is to identify the SCARY 
SECRET PHOTO. 

.A well deserved tribute way too late 
to a man who is truly great. 

He shows movies that are drippy and drooly, 
the Chicago horror host with the most Svengoolie. 

1 could go on with this rhyme, 
but 1 have mn out of time. 

The fans already think I’m a large pest, 

but the photo of Sven was probably taken at G-Fe.st. 

Sincerely. 

JAN KR.ATOCHVTL Mt. Pleasant, WI 


Dear Dennis, 

The SCARY SECRET PHOTO is Svengoolie. He comes 
from Berwyn and works out of Chicago. He gets pelted with 
mbber chickens. He spends time in a casket. 

ANDRES CASTRO JR. Venice, CA 


Thanks for making Svengoolie the mystery photo Dennis. 

Ever since the local cable airing your show 9 pm 201 1, I’ve 
gotten so much pleasure from the movies and especially your 
hosting/singing/thc w'hole nine years every Saturday. Thanks 
for making a 60 year old man feel like a kid staying with my 
Aunt so 1 could stay up and watch SHOCK THE.ATER way 
too long ago. 

God bless you and yours Rich. You bring so much joy to so 
many folks. Hope to shake hands with you sometime. Slay 

A fleaf Monster Magazine! 
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strong! 

Your friend 

DAN SWEET from ghoul haunted HAMILTON, OH 


The SCARY SECRET PHOTO is Rich Koz aka Svengoolie 
who 1 met at (J-FEST 2012, Ciood article on REPTILICUS/ 
REPTISALRUS 
the comics. Tell 
Mike Bogtie 
about my film 
KING KONG 
V S 
REPTILICIIJS 
on AMAZMO on 
youtube. 

MICHAEL 
AGUILAR 

Coolidge, AZ 


Dear Dennis, 

Hif The new 
SECRET 

PHOTO is Miehael Aquilar caught Svengoolie with 
Svengoolie but hiS box camera at G-FEST 2012. 

the only thing I 

know is that he made and still makes many people very happy 
with his show. He docs parades with his rubber chickens, 1 saw 
that on TV, but i have never had the pleasure of seeing him. 
SCARY MONSTERS MAGAZINE is my lucky link to him, 
so thank you Dennis! SPECIAL #2 and #85 arc great as usual 
and I am looking forward to more in this new year! 

Stay SCARY and CREEPY! Bye for now. 

RUSSELL KRICK Convoy. OH 


Dear Dennis, 

The answer to your SCARY PHOTO is SVENGOOLIE! 

I watch this great horror movie host on ME-TV (Memorable 
Television) on W.B.A.L. 2 (Baltimore, Maryland), 

Svengoolie is really the JokeSTAR— he’s like the Johnny 
Carson of horror show hosts! 

Yours tmly, 

GARY ALAN DUNCAN Abcrden, MD 


Hello Dennis, 

Received issue 85 after Christmas. It made a perfect gift to 
myself. Just wanted to guess the mystery photo. 1 believe it is 
Svengoolie. 1 have never seen him on TV but have seen his 
picture in SCARY MONSTERS. Up here in my part of 
Canada, growing up, we didn’t have anything like a horror 
host. The only SHOCK THEATER was from one of the 
border stations. WPTZ channel 5 from Plattsburg to be exact. 
The only way to catch the signal was with a very big antenna, 
or the beginnings of cable TV. I think the host, w'as in fact, the 
weather man from their local news. Having a horror host, 
seems to be an American thing, regrettably something not 
exported to Canada. 

SCARY 85 was another good issue! 

ROBERT PETTS Canada 


Dear Dennis — 

The scary, mellow fellow featured as your new SC.ARY 


WAMTED! More SCARY Godzitta fans like: 



(misery!) mystery pic, is none other than Rich Koz. in his 
wildly, wacky guise of the great Svengoolie. most natch! Our 
dear ME-TV scary host with the most, appears to be getting 
ready to fill his scary gizzard with some wiggly chicken ala 
pink, in front of the camera lens at Chicago's own station of 
scares! Saturday nights have not been the same (Thank gaw'd!). 
since he invaded our scare-waves last year! First broadcast out 
of Marquette, Michigan, of Sven is now beamed into are 
homes out of Duluth, Minnesota, on digital cable here. Long 
live Rich Koz and Svengoolie! 

JEFF KURTA (“Kount Kurta”) Bessemer, MI 

SCARY SECRET PHOTO?? I’m not sure w'hat you want, but 
it looks to me like Svengoolie choking a nibber chicken at the 
movies. Is that Pce-Wee Herman in front?! 

GARY GREEN Slilwcll, OK 


Hi Dennis 

Happy New Year! 1 had a nice Christmas present. When 1 
was leaving my house Christmas morning on my way to the 
store, 1 had mail. Included with the letters was issue #85 and 
SCARY SPECIAL #2. How there’s new mail on Christmas. I 
could only imagine how late the postman had come the night 
before. 

Great way to start the day. Between Christmas and New 
Years I actually got to read them. Lots of fun they are indeed. 
Really loved “MEETING JULIE ADAMS.” Loved the 
CREATURE FROM THE BLACK LAGOON as an 8 year 
old in 1954 and it remains one of my favorite monster movies. 
HOUSE OF FRANKENSTEIN was also a big favorite of 
mine. Zacherley showed us that on SHOCK THEATER when 
I was 12 and now' I have it on VHS and DVD. It s nice to 
watch old favorite monsters on my 42 inch HDTV, but die wife 
doesn’t watch them and the kids are grown and on their own, 
which brings me to the SCARY SECRET PHOTO. I’ve only 
been watching this guy named SVENGOOLIE for a short time 
now. He popped into view a few months back when I came 
across MF,-TV, Saturday at 10 pm has become Universal 
Monster time once more. So nice to have a horror host on the 
TV again. It’s much fun watching these old classic monsters 
and having SVENGOOLIE to keep us company, it’s that 



scahy 07 / mmoouiuTum m lom 006 SCARY MOMSTfRS MAGAZINE A Real Monster Magarine! 


feeling 1 used to get when Zacherley used to show' those old 
movies. The fun of know'ing there were lots of other people 
sharing the experience along wdtli you. Like seeing the movie at 
a theater is the fun of the sharing, only it’s at home and no cell 
phones or noisy jerks to annoy you. A few times I’ve missed 
the show because I forgot. The show is not listed as his name. 
Only the movie is listed. I can’t set the DVR to record this 
series, because it’s not listed as one in the Time Warner Cable 
guide. He’s funny and I’ve liked almost everyone of the films. 
Last lime was DUCK SOUP which of course is a Marx Bros, 
movie (not a big fan). There wasn’t a monster in sight. Next 
will be another CREATURE film. Yeah! 

DR. GUSTAV NIEMANNS CHALK NOTES was 
certainly unusual. Tve seen this film countless times over more 
than 50 years and never thought about the chalk notes before. 
Mr. Glassy sure has an eye for small details I must say. I could 
never take these movies that seriously. They’re just good clean 
fun... 

One thing that I don’t remember finding in SCARY are 
mistakes. That’s why I was puzzled when browsing the Special 
#2. I read the story of THEM. I couldn’t believe what I read. 
In the short storyline I found 1 2 mistakes. I looked to sec who 
wrote it and was relieved to see it was a reprint from a 1966 
monster magazine. Whoever wrote it must have seen a 
different movie than I did. Now I know' why I never heard of 
CHILLING MONSTER TALES #1 . THEM may be the best 
monstcr/sci-fi film of them all. I remember that the old 
FAMOUS MONSTERS’ was always full of mistakes, as John 
Landis once said as well. 

Keep up the good w'ork Dennis, 1 just renewed my 
subscription for 8 more. As long as you are publishing, I’m 
subscribing and reading 
Peace, 

ROBERT MARTIN Brooklyn, NY 

P.S. Forgot to mention THE WEREWOLF in SCARY 
SPECIAL #2. This was a great article. Saw this film on a 
double bill with EARTH VS. THE FLYING SAUCERS back 
in 1956. Tw'o great films that remain among my favorites. 


Hi Dennis, 

SCARY #85 is another winner. The regular features are great, 
and the articles arc cool. You should have an article 
about the awesome HAMILTON’S INVADERS 
TOY'S by Remeo from 1964. 1 received the 17 piece 
Sears playset when I was five for Christmas. 1 still 
have the Hamilton Spider, one of the smaller bugs, 
and several of the Blue Defender soldiers from the set. 

1 recently picked up the 12 piece SEARS Playset 
complete with the Original box and instruction sheets. 

I guess you could say I’ve gone Hamilton’s Invaders 
crazy because I also picked up an extra Horrible 
Hamilton, a dwarf tank, a mosquito Jeep, and six more 
Blue Defenders. I’m even putting together a custom 
playset with original Remeo parts as well as M.P.C. 
parts, Marx parts, and an original Alan Lortz playset 
box. Bug-cyed monsters are big fun! 

The SCARY SECRET PHOTO is of Svengoolie 
(fonncrly “Son Of’), the great Rich Koz. Rich 
recently had some health issues but has recovered 
nicely. He puts on a great show and is well respected 
and much loved. 


Hang loose, SCARE-DUDE. 
MICHAEL DODD Cleveland, TN 


Jerry Boyd’s WHEN THE HAMMER FET.L (SCARY 85) 
was an awesome retrospective of the original Hammer horror 
movies. I was particularly impressed by the fan-made mockup 
movie posters for the “monster mashes;’’ it was like visiting an 
alternate universe where Hammer never w'ent out of business! 
(Maybe now that Hammer Films is back in business, making 
films like THE WOMAN IN BLACK, who knows... 

TC SHAN received via Scaremail@aol.com 


Dear Dennis, 

After another long agonizing three months wait, on January 
2nd I received the latest SCARY MONSTERS, issue number 
85. What a great way to start the new year! What an 
outstanding issue! Dr. Gangrene’s article on Jack Pierce was 
sensational and a very interesting read. Interviews with Julie 
Adams and the late great John Carradine are always welcome. 
Living in Japan. I missed the MONSTER BASH, but the 
review pretty much put me there. Thanks David and Michael. 
I really wanted to get there, especially to see Arch Hall Jr. (I 
consider Hail’s performance as the psychopath in THE 
SADIST to be one of the greatest in 60’s cinema! If you 
haven’t seen this movie I strongly suggest you do so! He is 
imly terrifying!) 

Tom Corbett, Space Cadet was another welcome article by 
Dennis P. Mitchell. Looking forward to reading the Space 
Patrol article soon. 

Here in Japan, there seems very little interest in monsters or 
horror movies these days. Occasionally, we get the odd 
softcover book on Zombies, James Bond (or whatever the 
flavor of the month is), but nothing on vintage horror. 
Whatever horror/monster'fantasy movies arc still made are 
usually for foreign market. The Japanese are just not 
interested. I work as an English teacher in a large Junior high 
school. Virtually none of my students have ever seen a 
GODZILLA movie. DVD’s and CD’s arc quickly vanishing. 
Stores are closing down or downsizing. The largest CD/DVD 
store in Tokyo (Tower Records in Sliibuya) recently had a 

Continued on Page 013 ... 
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Acme Design creates New Coffin for 
Horror Host legend $VBNG00L1& 




Ryan's binder witb plans for Sven^oolle's new coffin! 


rubber chickens, 
. and lo talk about 

Coffin designer. Ryan Guenther, shows ,j,e 

off the molds for a ehieken-foot ^ew design, 
coffin handle and the bottom portion 
of Gvengoolie's "mouth." 


the crew at -A.cme Design excels at is solving our customers 
problems. It was an honor to be involved with meeting the 
goals that Mr. Coolie set in front of us. and w'e hope Ihc fans 
are please w'ith our effort,” said Borucki. 

Guenther began the process by researching the history of 
American horror hosts, Chicago architecture, ftincrary practices 


by Elizabeth Haney 

f mmy award-winning horror movie 
host Svengoolie will be taking 
residence in a new coffin created 
by Acme Design, Inc. Forty-plus 
years of rubber chicken barrages have 
taken their toll, and the original 
Svengoolie coffin is in delicate condition. 

Built by Bobby Walker and his team of 
WFLD stage hands in the 1970’s, the 
coffin’s endurances is a testament to their 
workmanship. When officially retired later 
this year, the original prop coffin will 
move to Chicago’s Mu.scum of Broadcast 
Communications. 

The new coffin is being fabricated by 
Acme Design, Inc, a professional model, 
prop and prototyping company in Elgin, 

Illinois. Rich Koz, the actor who has 
portrayed Svengoolie for the last 33 years, 
approached Acme Design with the project. 

Koz invited Acme Design owner Clint pyap Guenther’s "Vision Board" created before designing The eottin. 

Borucki and artist Ryan Guenther to the 
station to measure the set, discuss design 
elements and practical concerns, fling 
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Coffin prototype. 


Outside and inside view of the mold to be used for the final 
coffin. 


Coffin sketch. 


and Svengoolie himself, to create a coffin that would tell a 
story. The meticulous new design draws from the history of 
horror hosting, with symbolic tributes to Vampira — the first 
horror host — and to Jerry G. Bishop, the original Svengoolie — 
as well as horror film. “Ultimately, film is what Svengoolie is 
about.” Guenther said. 


The new coffin will incorporate animated features in the lid, 
chicken feet coffin handles, LED back lighting, a separate base 
for added stability on set and an ultra-quiet fan to circulate air 
and keep Svengoolie cool under the hot set lights. 

“I was proud to have the opportunity to do it,” Guenther said. 
“1 see it as a thank you to Rich for doing this for over thirty 
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Another coffin sketch. 


Sizinq the coffin for Svenqoolie. 


What color should the inside be? 

years. He’s a humble guy- personally, 1 like lo do above and 
beyond what people are expecting, and I believe the final 
product will reflect that.” 

Jerry G. Bishop, the original Svengoolie was on the air from 
1970 to 1973, Rich Koz first appeared as the Son of Svengoolie 
using the same prop coffin Bishop used, having repainted the 


exterior with the new character image. Today, Koz as 
Svengoolie on Weigel Broadcastings' ME-TV, now aired in 
Chicago and in markets across the nation. 

Acme Design was founded by Clint Borucki in 1992, and has 
a staff of professionally trained artists and model-makers who 
work with film studios, video game companies, design and 
marketing firms and display companies, with capabilities in 3- 
D printing, molding, casting, sculpting, hand fabrication and 
painting. You can check out their website at: 
www.acmcdcsigninc.com. 
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The original Svengoolie coffin and the repainted "Son of Svengoolie” version. 



Coffin handle purchased online to be customiied for Sven! 


Svengoolie with the Brookfield AA7K (American Association 
of Too Keepers) taken at Brookfield loo in March 2012 for a 
fundraiser! For the past several years Svengoolie has been a 
part of their big spaghetti dinner to raise money for Vitai 
Grounds! This year, in his absence, the new coffin 
^rototy^e will be at the dinner as part of a Svengoolie 
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by Dave Fuentes 
jjjis it too soon to wax nostalgic over 
K the summer of 2012? Even before 
K it began I knew that it would be a 
if memorable one; though for all the 
wrong reasons. After nearly fifteen 
years of marriage, my wife and I w’cre 
calling it quits and, in an effort to spare 
our children any further anguish, were 
having them spend the summer at my 
brother's ranch in Colorado as wc 
worked out new family dynamics. I was 
grateful to my brother for his incredible 
kindness, but dreaded the entire scenario. 
Yes, a house full of kids can certainly be 
chaotic at times, but the silence left in 
their absence could prove far worse! 
Regardless of the unseasonably warm 
spring temperatures that had graced my 
native city of Chicago, I’d no doubt that 
my summer forecast would be overcast 
along with a high change of moping. 

Just short of sending out invitations to 
my one-man “pity party,” I decided that 
a paradigm shift was definitely in 
order. I recalled an old interview 1 
did for a past SCARY 
MONSTERS MAGAZINE 
article where the subject of my 
story mentioned how the world of 
fictional horror was often the best 
escape from “real life” ones. If 
this was indeed the case, then I 
had a worthy distraction via Terror 
from Beyond the Daves. It’s a 
blog I started a couple of years 
ago along with another Dave, 
David Albaugh, who resides in 
Rhode Island. Since then, both his 
friendship as well as the creative 
opportunities provided by our site, 
offered me some much needed 
stability in an otherwise 
tumultuous period. And of course, 
there was also Svengoolie... 

Though wc Daves try covering 
all facets of the horror realm, 
we’re particularly privy to its 
hosts. It was,, after all, Chicago 
gone national horror host. Rich 
Koz/Svengoolie. that had brought 
us together as friends in the first 
place courtesy of his YAHOO 
group. Despite the fact that David 


Catching a Fotvif 


and I live nearly 1.000 miles apart 
his success, coupled with the 
wonders of the Internet, would 
defy the odds and successfully 
^ melt the distance between us. 

- 1 hen again, when it comes to 

the odds, Svengoolie is 
something of an expert. 

This is a rather unusual time for 
horror hosts. Corporate television 
has driven hosting, as a 
profession, into near extinction 
while the practice of hosting 
horror films remains strong via a 
few eager enthusiasts. These 
dedicated individuals have 
gradually been transforming a role 
I once reseived exclusively tor TV 
I broadcaster into its owm fan 
subculture. For the past decade 
this new crop of hosts, each 
practicing their art as a labor of 
love via Internet and/or Public 
Access Television, has been 
helping to fill the void that 
commercial TV hosts have left 
behind. Ironically, during this 
! metamorphosis, my childhood 
horror host, “Son of 
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Svengoolie” (now simply Svcngoolie), has not only managed to 
remain on commercial TV but has countered conventional 
wisdom even further by taking the profession to brave new 
heights! While this may cause TV and host historians to 
scratch their heads incredulously, we locals exhibit no surprise. 

In the world of horror hosts and their fans, my fellow 
Chicagoans arc often chided for being "Svcngoolie-centric.” 
We Windy City folk tend to believe that Svengoolie was, and 
is, the ONLY horror host who’s ever existed, with little regard 
for those who state otherwise. Even when the legendary Elvira: 
Mistress of the Dark made a brief return to commercial TV in 
her revamped “Movies Macabre,” some of the locals saw her 
more as an interloper versus that of a welcomed guest. The 
fact that she is clearly NO threat to Svengoolie with her show 
airing not only on the same station but long after the witching 
hour ended (3 am) did little to assuage them. 1 should note, 
however, that this is a FAN driven phenomenon and by NO 
means expressed, nor encouraged, by Ihe host himself 
Svengoolie has been nothing but gracious to other hosts and, in 
regards to Elvira, considers him a fan as well. 

Yes, I supposed we Chicago viewers can be a bit narrow in 
our fandom, but you can’t totally blame us for it. Where else 
but in Chicago can a forty-something year old guy like me still 
watch Ihe horror host he’d grown up with, regularly on 
commercial TV? In this city, generational lines have been 
tossed like a proverbial rubber chicken as W'e grown-up fans are 
watching him right alongside our own descendents. While it’s 
tme that virtually ALL classic TV hosts have a penchant for 
inspiring nostalgia, in Chicago that devotion has grown even 
deeper by evolving into tradition. And if there’s one thing this 
melting pot of city values above all things, it is its traditions. In 
this regard, Svengoolie has become as much a part of my 
metropolis as deep dish pizza and its familiar skyway. 

As of the spring of 201 1, however, he would no longer be 
contained within its city limits. 

Svengoolie’s affiliation with Chicago’s local WCIU-TV 
allowed him to join its sister channel, MeTV, as it graduated 
from local to a national stage. The retro TV station’s 
popularity grew overnight and, at this date, is continuing to 
spread throughout the United States as well as parts of Canada. 
Once again, a strong portion of the country can watch a 
professional horror host via advertised television and, even 
more inspiring, one anned with the rights to show tlie Universal 
monsters: something absent from mainstream airwaves for far 
too long. 

When these films first hit stations back in 1957, it was a 
myriad of horror hosts who acted as their greatest ambassadors 
while introducing them to the public. Now, as younger fans 
become acquainted with the likes of Dracula, Frankenstein, and 
The Mummy for the very first time, history has gone full circle 
via the ascension of one. 

We Chicagoans may have had no choice but to share our host 
with the rest of the nation on the small screen but, so far as his 
public appearances were concerned, we still maintain the home 
court advantage, in 2012. Svengoolie would embark on an 
ambitious summer schedule of appearances that would even 
rival the more horror- friendly month of October. 

So far as this Svengoolie fan was concerned, the timing could 
not have been better. Now', with my favorite comedian offering 
new excursions virtually every w'eekend, it’d be much easier 
refocusing my attention, keeping busy, while averting despair. 
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my vniiunooq norror nosT, Min OT sven^ooTte inow Simply 
Svengoolie). has not only managed to remain on eommercial 
TV but has countered conventional wisdom even further by 
taking the profession to brave new heights!” 


For surely Ihe best way to ease a painful present was to 
embrace the joys of one’s past? Mother Nature, however, was 
not quite so poetic. 

By late June, Chicago would be engulfed in one of its worst 
heat waves to date and, unfortunately, my first stop on the 
Svengoolie tour would involve an outdoor appearance. Then 
again, what was 1 complaining about? I w'as wearing shorts and 
a T-shirt while the man of the hour was clad in his customary 
top hat and blazer! Regardless, i’d heard that Sven’s annual 
visit to the Little Boots Rodeo” in Elk Grove Village was not 
lo be missed. This two-day event (with Sven appearing both 
days) offered “Live” music, animal races, a petting zoo, a man 
getting shot from a cannon, and lots morel Earlier that week, 
the town’s Mayor challenged Svengoolie publicly at City Hall. 
Although I’d missed that brouhaha, 1 can only as.sume things 
didn’t fare well for my host as, the next day, the Mayor 
personally oversaw his sentence which involved Sven getting 
“sawed in half!” 

Unfortunately, i missed that aspect of the appearance too as 1 
was in Pennsylvania enjoying my very first MONSTER 
BASH. Having spent Friday and Saturday cavorting with such 
hosts as Count Gore De Vol, Chilly Billy, and Son of Ghoul, I 
was now more than ready to enjoy a Sunday with Svengoolie! 
Elk Grove Village is not close to my south suburban home but, 
after making it back from Pennsylvania the night before, now 
seemed like little more than a hop, skip and jump. 

As an old-fashioned “jug band” performed John Denver’s 
Country Roads 1 took in some of the fun rodeo activities “Little 
Bools had to offer. Shortly after viewing a duck race 
(something I can honestly say I’d never witnessed before) I 
bumped into fellow Svengoolie fans Jamie Lee Cortese as well 
as Ron and Angela Urban. We’d started bumping into each 
other this past year at Svengoolie appearances and it’s always 
nice sharing our fervor with fellow die-hards, Angela, who’s 
been at this a lot longer than I have, would later inform me that 
I was now part of an exclusive club affectionately referred to as 
“Sven’s Goolies.” Naturally. I immediately embraced the title 
as it’s not only nice to be accepted, it is infinitely better than 
being called one of “Sven’s Stalkers.” Our quarry soon 
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showed up while we shook our heads in pity commetiting on 
how hot he must be. Fortunately his friend and assistant, Jim 
Roche, was there to sec to it that Sven was not only properly 
hydrated, but that there was a big fan next to him at all times 
(no, not ME, I’m referring to an electric one). 

After greeting a posse' of Ians, 1 as able to spend time with 
him and recount stories from MONSTER B.ASH while also 
giving him a souvenir I’d picked up for him there. Another 
interesting Sven observation; w'hile most all classic TV horror 
hosts were professional broadcasters, not all ot them w'ere fans 
of the movies they aired. Svengoolie, on the other hand, is as 
much a monster geek as we arc so 1 always get a kick sharing 
things from conventions that I know he 11 enjoy. In this 
instance, an authenticated piece of cloth used the back drop of 
the infamous PLAN NINE FROM OUTER SPACE 
The following week was “The 4th of July” but the only 
independence Chicagoans craved was freedom from the triple- 
digit temperatures! Trust me when 1 tell you, the LAST thing 1 
wanted to do that sweltering Friday evening was attend a 
baseball game. Aside from the oppressive heat. I’m by no 
means a sports fan and the last time I attended such an outing 
was probably about twenty years ago. I’m not entirely clear on 
the circumstances, but I’m pretty sure it involved me being 
dragged kicking and screaming to the stadium! 

This, however, was not your ordinary game. Taking place far 
from Chicago’s Cellular (White Sox) and Wrigley (Cubs) 
Fields, in the city of Joliet, Illinois is the lesser known Silver 
Cross Field. On this particular evening it would boast a “Fright 
Night” monster theme while also featuring, as its Guest of 
Honor, Svengoolie! In lieu of these developments, 1 was 
MUCH more eager to indulge in “America’s favorite pastime!” 
Joliet is famous for its prison (the older version of which was 
featured in the movie THE BLUES BROTHERS) hence the 
name of their Minor League Team. “The Joliet Slammers! 



Further embracing their penal heritage, the stadium was 

adorned with 
Dosters featuring 
:hc image of their 
jailbird” ma.scol 
along with 
taglines urging 
their fans to “get 
convicted.” 

Rather than 
tackle this event 
alone, I brought 
along my friend, 
Nikki who lived 
nearby. Nikki is 
by no means a 
horror/ 
Svengoolie fan 
but was content 
to enjoy a night 
out while also 
helping me snap 
a few pictures for 
my blog. After 
all. what possible 

Svengoolie joins the Joliet Jailbird on the "efined^” English 
field! 




Dave eorrals Sven at the "little Boots Rodeo in fclK Grove 
Villaae. (Photo Courtesy of Jim Roche) 


Smilin’ Cowboy Jack a?Mj Hlitoner. the Mayor ot tfK farove 
Village lasso Svengoolie at the "little Boots Rodeo!" 

(Photo Courtesy of Jim Roche) 


Professor, such as Nikki, have with a horror host? 

We passed the time awaiting Sven’s arrival by counting fre 
number of fans wearing official "Svengoolie T-shirts” (which 
you can order at svengoolie.com). We’d made it up to about 
twenty-five before being interrupted by someone calling 
Nikki’s name. Soon we were greeted by an attractive woman 
named Michelle w'ho. aside from being a life-long Svengoolie 
fan, was also a fellow faculty member at Nikki’s school. When 
Michelle learned that her favorite celebrity was appearing so 
close to home, she grabbed her husband and insisted they go 
meet him. 

Further messing with Nikki’s sensibilities was the appearance 
of yet another fellow teacher, named Candance, who also 
prided herself "a huge Svengoolie fan. The presence ot these 
two educators left Nikki little choice but to admit that 
Svengoolie fandom was not only intelligent, it was downright 
elemen(aiy\ 

No doubt having learned from his appearance at “Little 
Boots,’’ (and a scoreboard listing the temperature at 105), Sven 
showed up for this appearance wearing a decisively cooler 
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the balmy sky to the tune of “Monster Mash.” Let me state for 
±e record that, if all sporting events were like this one. I’d 
immediately start wearing numbered jerseys along with 
practicing team cheers! 

1 may have had difficulty motivating myself to attend a 
baseball game, but eating is one pastime for which 1 require no 
encouragement. Two days after The Slammers game, with 
temps dropping down to a brisk 92, I was eager to see 
Svengoolie again up in Lake of the Hills, Illinois for its annual 
Rockin Ribfest! My gluttony would be for a great cause as 
all proceeds would be given to LTH Rotary Charities. After a 
month in Colorado my teenage son, Alex, decided to come 
home early. Having just picked him up from the airport the 
night before, he eagerly joined me on this Sven-adventure, 
brightening my mood even further! 

It was a 90 minute drive up to this rural portion of Illinois and. 
while certainly attractive in the summer sun, seemed much 
more suited for the Halloween season. We passed many old 
farms, a large advertisement for “Dave’s Pumpkins,” and even 
drove through a small town named “Sleepy Hollow” complete 
with The Headless Horseman on its “Welcome” sign. 

We no sooner parked the van before being enticed by the 
aroma of a summer barbeque. We “followed our nose” while 
weaving our way through a cascade or carnival games and 
award winning rib vendors lined up side-by-side. Many sat 
their “Best BBQ” trophies right out front in an effort to 



ensemble. Clad in a “Chicken-thrower” T-shirt of his own 
(bringing my count to twenty-six), he and his erstwhile 
assistant, Jim Roche, were prepared to combat the heat. As 
soon as they arrived, 1 dove into his line faster than if I’d been 
trying to steal home plate! As baseball was the theme, 1 
decided to use this appearance as an opportunity to do what any 
die-hard fan would want; intercept a Svengoolie rubber 
chicken! As the poultry projectile made its way towards my 
beloved host. I caught it mid-flight with the aid of a catcher’s 
mitt I’d borrowed prior to the game. Nikki dutifully captured 
the entire event on film along with Svengooiie’s hilarious facial 
expressions which ranged from mock terror.. .relief ..to eventual 
gratitude. (SEE; Sven page 12!) When you attend as many 
Svengoolie appearances as 1 do, coming up with unique photo 
gags becomes a game in itself I'm happy to report that our 
national horror host has never backed away from a 
challenge! 

As I walked away from Sven’s table, 1 almost 
fumbled the chicken out of my mitt (I’m fighting the 
urge to call it a “fowl ball”) when 1 noticed the gigantic 
line of fans that developed behind me! Although the 
game was now in its third inning, a quick scan of the 
empty stadium seats made it pretty obvious whom this 
crowd deemed as their MVP! 

Later, Sven would have to temporarily leave his line 
of devoted followers to host a rubber chicken throwing 
contest out in the field. This was highlighted by young 
fans tossing the chickens through hula-hoops while 
Sven looked on approvingly. As he made his way out 
to the first base line, fans cheered as loudly as if he’d 
just knocked one out of the park. Sven’s final act as 
Guest of Honor” involved his leading the crowd in the 
song “Take me out to the Ball Game!” By the night’s 
end, the home team had won and we were all treated to 
some post-Independence Day fireworks, illuminating 


s,viiviiiL.c: 


iiuugi^ cuanjiiicib Limi, uebpiie 


, ^ CWlllJJCllllOll, 

theirs was the best choice for satisfying your appetite. At the 
far end of the field, was a small tent set up for Svengoolie. It 
was located just right of a large stage reserved for outdoor 
concerts (the “Rockin” portion of this Ribfest). At first I 
thought the location was a bit remote until later when 1 realized 
that they needed the length of the field to accommodate the line 
of fans. By the time we got there, it had already formed and, 
while I held us a spot, I handed Alex some cash along with the 
thankless task of choosing which ribs would serve as our lunch. 

I should probably confess that these Svengoolie appearances 
have become something of a sociology study for me, minus the 
college credit. As I’d mentioned before, Svengoolie has 
become synonymous with The Windy City and this is never 
more evident than by the diversity of his fans. Virtually 
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Svengoolie gets tempted at Ribfest! 
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EVERY demograpliii; is prc 
and by no means releg 
exclusively to horror f 
Another interesting observat 
while Svengoollc always se 
to attract large numbers to 
signings, only a handful 
“regulars” like myself and i 
arc meeting him for the 
first time. 

This became evident at 
Rockin Ribfest” after 1 saw i 
about my age walk away ! 

Sven’s table. He was clad 
Svengoolie T-shirt and hi 
look on his face that sec 
equal parts joy and relief. A 
packed up the items Sven 
just signed for him, he yellei 
to his friends (standing fu 
behind me in line), 
okay. ..He's actually n 
nice!” This is a common ll 
I hear at these events and i m 
often asked what he’s like In 
person. 1 laugh about it now but it wasn’t all that long ago 
when I had those same concerns. 

1 remember first meeting Svengoolie back in 2003 and totally 
freezing up once 1 w'as in his presence. Keep in mind that to a 
monster kid like me our local horror host was the ultimate 
celebrity. The notion of meeting your childhood idol and 
discovering he’s a First Class JERK can be a painful prospect 
for anyone. Fortunately, this is NEVER an issue with regards to 
Svengoolie. He looked up and smiled at me while I just stood 
there staring back like a deer in headlights. Oh yeah, that went 
REAL well! 

Fast forward nine years later and I’m now exchanging “hellos” 
with him as casually as if we were neighbors. After taking a 
quick shot of Sven ogling my spare ribs. Alex and 1 quickly 
devoured our spoils. And the vendor of Alex’s 
choice?. ..Pigfoot! I smiled at the notion that this may be 
evidence that, somewhere inside that “video-gaming” body of 
his. my “monster” genes arc lying dormant and awaiting 


Svengoolie and the infamous Audrey II. (Photo Courtesy of Jim Roche) 


activation. 

The following week saw 
Svengoolie attending a "Live” 
performance of "Little Shop of 
Horrors” at a theater located in 
the aptly name town of 
Munster, Indiana. Svengoolie 
fans w'ere treated to wine and 
cheese while Sven got to share 
the stage with the infamous 
man-eating, plant, “.Audrey II.” 
I had to skip this one in favor of 
putting together a video 
presentation/forum I was doing 
the next day at “G- 
Fest” (Godzilla Festival) on 
“Horror Hosts and Godzilla.” 
As fate should have it. 






V - 




Svengoolie joins Dave Fuentes on his "Horror Hosts and 
Godillla" Panel. 


Svengoolie would be Iherc, too. 

I’d been attending G-Fest every year since 2004 (the year 
after I discovered Svengoolie was back on the TV) and, for the 
past eight years, wondered why the two had never joined 
forces. After all, Svengoolie was the horror host who helped to 
cultivate my love of Godzilla and Gamera films back in his 
"Son of’ days to begin with. Then again, perhaps there was not 
belter time for a Svengoolie/G-Fest union than now'.. . 
Celebrating its 19th gathering, G-Fest is known for bringing in 
fans of giant Japanese monster (Daikaiju) film.s from all over 
North America. Svengoohe’s rise to national TV meant theie 
was a good chance that many non-Chicago based fans w'ould 
have a rare opportunity to meet him. Remember that “sociology 
project” 1 mentioned earlier? G-Fest provided a great 
opportunity to get a nationwide cross sampling. 

I was not the only one curious about his appearance. The 
event is run by a Canadian school teacher named J.D. Lees who 
cares a lot about his fellow G-fans. while having only a basic 
understanding of American 
horror hosts. As hosts are 
known tor often making light of 
these films, Mr. Lees was no 
doubt concerned. He has 
always maintained that G-Fest 
is the one venue where fans can 
unabashedly share their giant 
rubber monster enthusiasm 
without fear of ridicule. Yes 
there was no doubt horror hosts 
can evoke Godzilla-sized 
laughter, but J.D. was 
concerned that it would be at 
the fan’s expense. Knowing 
this was not the case, I'd hoped 
the experience would prove 
that, while Svengoolie often 
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Svenqoolie vs. GoclziHa...an<l they both win! 

parodied these films in song and mock commercial skits, he is 
not only a (Jodzilla fan but also responsible for cultivating new 
ones. 

It’s a simple formula really... 

If you enjoy the antics of your honor host, you’ll tune in to 
whatever movie they’re airing and, if you sit through the film, 
you just might end up liking it. Cali it the “Green Eggs & 
Ham” effect of horror hosting if you will'.’ One looks at he 
HUGE line of fans assembling the length of the Crown Plaza 
Hotel made it clear that Svcngoolie and G-Fans go together as 
well as .lapan and sushi. I quickly met up with Sven (in which 
we battled each other via a fan-made Svengoolie doll and one 
of my Bandai GOJIRA figures) before setting out to talk to 
other fans. (Side note: J.D. Lees, after seeing the turnout, was 
quoted as commenting how he’d no idea how popular 
Svengoolie really was). Just as I expected, eager fans from 
Ohio. Michigan, Indiana, New 
Mexico, Minnesota, and 
Massachusetts were all smiles 
as they’d been given a rare 
chance to see their new favorite 
celebrity! 

After talking to a few, I 
checked the lime and realized 
that I'd best make haste over to 
the Ballroom I’d be conducting 
my forum. I no sooner 
introduced myself to the 
meager crowd before 
Svengoolie, after two hours of 
signing autographs, walked in 
and joined me on the stage. He 
spoke of how many people he’d 
just met credit him with 
discovering Godzilla for the 


aforementioned Jamie Lee 
Cortese, now seated onstage to 
my right, who got her first taste 
of Godzilla the previous year 
when Sven aired SON OF 
GODZIHE.N. Due to the strict 
guidelines of TOHO Studios, 
it’s not easy to see these films 
on commercial TV but, each 
time Svengoolie does get one; 
it’s a rare opportunity to bring in 
a new generation of Godzilla 
fans! 

I have to say, it was a surreai 
experience sharing a stage with 
a Chicago TV legend while 
dishing about the legendary 
Godzilla. That he took the time 
to do something like this speaks 
volumes on what a great person 
he truly is! 

The last stop on Svengoolie’s 
summer tour appropriately took 


place in his adopted town of 
Berwyn! Even more ideal, it 
W'ould be happening at 
“Horrorbics.” a specialty store 
that is a horror fan’s dream 
come true -while also the 
supplier of Sven’s signature 
rubber chickens! On this day, 
it would be unveiling a new 
EC-slyle comic book titled. 
Haunting Talea oj Horrorhies. 

Haunting Tales of 
Horrorhies is a spectacular 48 
page extravaganza, created by 
the talented Rafael Nieves and 
Dan Dougherty, and 


first time. 


Arizona fi-Fan, SCARY MONSTERS Fan. Sven-Fan and 
GIANT monster moviemaker Michael Aguilar meets 


Case in point, the Svengoolie at G-FEST 2012 . (Photo Courtesy of Michael Aguilar) 


containing five fictional stories, 
each centered on this very real 
store (and the only one of its 
kind). Narrated by the store's 
owner, John Aranza, this local 
masterpiece also features a 
I .special introduction by none 
other than Svengoolie himself! 
I was anxious to finally get my 
hands on a copy while also 
viewing this last .summer 
appearance as the perfect 
opportunity for a warm 
Svengoolic./Hallmark moment. 
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Earlier in April. Terror front Beyond the Daves 
won the Rondo Award for “Best Blog 2011.” It 
was an unbelievable honor for a pair of monster 
geeks like us who’d voted every year but had 
never, in our wildest monster-loving dreams, 
imagined that one day we loo would be nominated. f' * 

let alone win one. I can only chalk this up to yet 
another amazing life experience made possible ' * 

through the wonders of Svengoolie! 

My plans involved bringing my award statue to 
Svengoolie, thanking him for his indirect role in 
brings us Terror Daves together, and have him sign 
it. Then we’d both shake hands as numerous 
cameras flashed; out-shined only by the glow of 
our appreciation. Unfortunately this w'asn’t quite 
the way things panned out. 

1 arrived 90 minutes early and, while not as hot as 
previous appearances, the humidity made the air 
thicker than THE BLOB! There are two things 
guaranteed to happen concerning me and humidity; 

1 will sweat profusely and what little hair is left on my head 
will immediately “kink” up. By the time Sven arrived I looked 
as if I’d spent the day standing in front of a deep-fryer! 1 was 
joined again by other representatives of Sven’s Cioolies and am 
beginning to view these appearances like the fanboy equivalent 
of cocktail parties (minus the alcohol). 

1 finally made my way up to Svengoolie and was in the 
middle of my rehearsed speech when a fan (who’d met him 
moments earlier) jumped between us. Apparently the camera 
phone picture they’d taken of him with Sven didn’t turn out and 
he wanted to know if he could have a re-take. Sven obliged 
and, while my w'arm introduction was clearly ruined, 1 can’t 
begrudge my fellow fan. Judging by his reaction, this guy was 
seeing Svengoolie for the first time as opposed to my 50th. By 
the lime Sven turned his attention back to me, the sweat made 
my eyes -burn and I was unable to explain my motivations. No 
matter, Sven signed the Award and 1 raced home to grab a 
quick shower before going to pick up my three youngest kids 
from the airport. 

I once read that the word nnslalgia conics from the (ircek 
word meaning “pain.” Indeed it docs hurt sometimes as w'e 
ache for those bygone days when our lives were much simpler 
and unfettered by adult drama and disappointments. Many 
people have asked how I managed to make it through these last 
couple of years while still maintaining a positive attimde. I can 
only say that it wasn’t denial that kept my head held high but 
rather a fervent desire to start o ver. 

Now that the dust has settled and that unbearable tension is no 
longer my natural situation. I d credit three things for seeing 
me through; the unerring support of close friends, my blog, and 
Svengoolie. Unlike other monster kids who grew up outside of 
Chicago, 1 did not have to rely on old memories from my 
childhood to comfort me 
during these dark times. 
Instead, 1 was given a rare 
chance to make new ones 
and with that same old, 
familiar face. Somehow 
beyond the funny face paint 
and rubber chickens of 
Svengoolie, lied the person 
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Rondo! 

1 was meant to be before allowing others to dictate what 1 
shouldhz. 

And with few people every blessed with such opportunities 
and insights, how could 1 not see the summer of 20 1 2 as one of 
the best summers of my life? 
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Submitted for your approval 

by Mark C Glassy, Ph.D. 
ihl t is Amazing what Colossal science 
K one can learn from a film like 
m THE AMAZING COI.OSSAL 
W MAN (1957). Bill Warren, in his 
KEEP WATCHING THE SKIES book 
says, TACM “is crass, heavy-handed and 
cumbersome.” Vidcohound gives it two 
“bones” and refers to it as a “standard 
‘50s Sci-fi film about atomic radiation.” 

For me, I could develop an entire 
semester class just discussing all the 
interesting science in this film. For 
example, potential topics could include 
radiation biology, dermatology, 
endocrinology, cardiology, physiology, 
biochemical metabolism, psychiatry, 
stem cells, and new tissue regeneration 
from burns. Yes, all of this from a film 
like THE AMAZING COLOSSAL 
MAN. Quite remarkable which is why 
this film is one of my favorites from the 
1950s. Along with this article is a photo 
of issue #23 (June 1963) of FAMOUS 
MONSTERS OF FILMLAND flanked by two busts of Glenn 
Manning, first as The Amazing Colossal Man and second as the 
mutated creature seen in War of the Colossal Beast. 

I was 5 years old w'hen my parents my parents took me to see 
THE AMAZING COLOSSAL MAN at the theater and was 
quite taken by the storyline. To remind you, this was during 
the Cold War era when the threat of atomic bombs was on 
everyone’s mind and the basic atomic radiation plot fed into 
those fears. Though at the time a lot of this was over my head 
the film nevertheless was scary to me. 

At the core of the film, written by Mark Hanna and Bert I. 
Gordon (aka. Mr. RIG), is radiation induced gigantism. For the 
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film s major plot, a human, Colonel Glenn Manning, is 
exposed to a sudden and normally lethal dose of radiation via a 
plutonium bomb explosion but, instead, survives the blast and 
grows into a proportionally correct giant. 

So, as far as the science in TAC.VI goes we first begin with 
radiation, then tissue rejuvenation, metabolism, growdh and 
hormones, followed by cardiology, and psychiatric issues. All 
in all a tough few days for Colonel Manning. 

At the film’s beginning, at the Desert Rock proving grounds in 
Nevada, the miiilary is in the process of detonating a plutonium 
bomb and all was in ready for the moment. However, tlic 
plutonium bomb did not detonate right away when triggered 
with a military announcer explaining the delay, "...chain 
reaction did not complete its cycle as calculated.” As a military 
brass comments, this it the "first plutonium bomb” so initial 
miscalculations may be realistically acceptable though 
doubtful. Along with Colonel Manning are many other soldiers 
in a trench near ground zero of the blast. The soldiers are there 
to receive the blast “under simulated combat conditions” so 
there were others who were also exposed to radiation. Did any 
ot those soldiers also receive a dose of radiation similar to that 
of Manning? What happened to them? 

Meanwhile, while waiting for the blast, a private plane crash 
landed near the detonation site and in an attempt to save them 
(this remarkable Good Samaritan, humanitarian deed seems to 
have gone unnoticed) Col. Manning was caught in the blast and 
took a direct hit of plutonium radiation. His shirt was mostly 
blowm/burnt off from the blast and his skin had immediate 
radiation bums, not to mention his lack of hair. All in all quite 
an effective scene for its lime and one that made a big 
impression on me when I saw it at the theater when it first came 
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f he first sustaining nuclear chain reaction was performed 
on December 2, 1942 in an abandoned handball court at 
the University of Chicago's Stagg Field by Enrico 
Fermi. Less than three years later the first nuclear 
bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki which 
brought a rapid end to World War 11. The first atomic bomb 
test, codenamed “Trinity,” and detonated on July 16, 1945, near 


Alamogordo, New Mexieo, had used plutonium as its 
fissionable material. Since this was the “first plutonium bomb” 
explosion then Colonel Manning must have been present at the 
detonation. The implosion design of “the Gadget,” as the 
Trinity device was code-named, used conventional explosive 
lenses to compress a sphere of plutonium into a supercritical 
mass, which was simultaneously showered with neutrons from 
the “Urchin,” an initiator made of polonium and beryllium. 
Together, these radionuclides caused a lunaway chain reaction 
and subsequent explosion. The Gadget weapon weighted over 4 
tons, although it used just 6.2 kg of plutonium in its cores. 
Even so, about 20% of the plutonium used in the Trinity 
weapon underwent fission, resulting in an explosion with an 
energy equivalent to approximately 20,000 tons of TNT. Also 
stated, that explosion was only one fifth of its potential. 


FICTION v;.Fu;iini 


f here are two different types of nuelear reactions in 
which a large amount to energy is released. Nuclear 
fission is the splitting of a large atom into two or more 
smaller ones whereas nuclear fusion is the fusing of two 
or more smaller {or lighter) atoms into a larger one. In simple 
terms, fusion fuses atoms lighter than iron where fission 
divides atoms heavier than iron. The two major radioisotopes 
used for nuclear fission are uranium-235 (Ur-235) and 
plutonium-239 (Pu-239) and when they are done releasing their 
energy very stable lead-207 (Pb-207) is the end result. Just so 
you scary readers know, the ratio of radioisotopes Ur-238 to Ur 
-235 is used by geologists to determine the ages of minerals 
since their decay levels can be precisely detennined. When 
someone says that dinosaur bones are 100 million years old 
they know this by the Ur-238-TJr-235 ratio. 

Fission reactions do not normally occur in nature whereas 
fusion reactions occur primarily in stars, such as our sun, where 






four hydrogen atoms fuse to produce a helium atom thereby 
releasing a significant amount of heat. Fission reactions 
produce many highly radioactive particles whereas fusion 
reactions produce fewer radioactive particles. A nuclear bomb 
based on fission is also known as an atomic or atom bomb 
whereas a hydrogen bomb uses a fission reaction to trigger a 
fusion reaction so it is much more explosive and therefore 
dangerous. 

The atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima on August 6, 1945 
was codenamed "Little Boy” and used Ur-235 as its fissionable 
material and not plutonium. The second atomic bomb, 
codenamed “Fat Man” that was dropped on Nagasaki three 
days later did use Pu-239 as its fissionable material. Only after 
the announcement of the first atomic bombs was the existence 
of plutonium made public since it is a man-made radioisotope 
(very little exists in nature so it must be manufactured). 

There are 15 different plutonium radioisotopes and 
collectively are a class of highly toxic and unstable chemicals 
whose radioactivity is measured by the number of atoms 
disintegrating per unit time. Plutonium radioisotopes decay to 
uranium by emitting many types of radiation as high-energy 
alpha particles (in the form of an energetic helium nucleus. 
He++), medium-energy gamma rays, x-rays, and beta particles. 
The main isotope in weapon-grade plutonium is Pu-239 and it 
ha.s a long half-life of 24,000 years so its potential damage is 
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far ranging. It takes about 10 kilograms of nearly pure Pu-239 
to make a plutonium bomb. Producing this requires 30 
megawatt-years of reactor operation, with frequent fuel 
changes and reprocessing of the 'hot' fuel. Therefore, weapons 
-grade plutonium needs to be made in special production 
reactors by burning natural uranium fuel. 

RnmiimiN bioiog/ 

n atom is composed of its nucleus and surrounding 
electrons. The bigger the atom the more components of 
its nucleus, mostly made up of protons and neutrons, 
and the more electrons. When the nucleus decays or 
electrons come off a lot of energy is released oftentimes in the 
form of radiation. 

First of all, it should be noted that not all radiation is the same. 
Radiation is the physical process in which energetic particles or 
waves travel through various types of materials or space. There 
arc two major types of radiation, ionizing and non-ionizing 
with ionizing being the most deadly since it has enough energy 
to ionize an atom; the ions produced by ionizing radiation have 
the potential to damage DNA and therefore can cause 
biological mutations many of which would be fatal. (E,\amples 
of non-ionizing radiation are radio waves, heat or visible light). 
These ionized particles or waves “radiate” or travel in all 
directions from its source and as such arc capable of being 
measured in three dimensions. 

There are three major types of ionizing radiation, alpha, beta, 
and gamma and they are classified as to their degree of energy. 
Each type of radiation has a different biological effect because 
they transfer their energy to tissues in different ways. The 
lowest energy are alpha particles and these can be stopped by a 
sheet of paper. The clothes you are wearing arc sufficient 
enough to stop alpha particle radiation. Alpha particles do not 
penetrate skin and therefore there is no damage to overall 
health. In reality, alpha particles only penetrate just a few 
centimeters of air. However, highly energetic alpha particles 
are in cosmic rays and can penetrate the body but are stopped 
by our atmosphere and deflected by earth’s magnetic field so 
they are only a problem for astronauts. 

Alpha radiation emitting isotopes are only a problem when 
ingested (breathed or swallowed) because this brings the 
radiation directly close enough to tissues as to be dangerous. In 
terms of biological effectiveness ingested alpha radiation is the 
most deadly because of the damage the ionizing parlicle leaves 
in its wake being so close to cells and tissues (and therefore. 
DNA). At close range alpha particles are at least 20 times more 
deadly at cell damage than gamma rays or x-rays. Examples of 
deadly alpha radiation emitters are radium, radon, and 
polonium. 

Beta radiation particles have a higher level of ionizing 
radiation energy than alpha particles, though not as much as 
gamma particles, and can be stopped with thin metals such as 
an aluminum plate. Beta radiation consists of energetic 
electrons from radioactive isotopes and can be stopped by a 
few centimeters of plastic or a few millimeters of metal. Beta 
particle radiation occurs when a neutron decays into an atom’s 
proton thereby releasing the radioactive beta particle. 
Radioisotopes that release beta radiation are sometimes used in 
the clinic to treat superficial tumors so when you hear that 
cancer was being irradiated means that beta radiation was used. 
Another source of beta radiation is w'hcn neutrons, particles in 


an atom’s nucleus, are released. Neutrons are the only type of 
ionizing radiation that can make other materials or objects 
radioactive by directly ionizing them. This is the primary 
commercial method to make radioisotopes useful in medical 
and industrial applications. Neutrons collide with atomic 
nuclei thereby creating unstable radioisotopes that release 
radioactivity. When a neutron knocks an atom out of a 
molecule the atom’s electrons are left behind and the chemical 
bond is broken resulting in free radicals that are biologically 
harmful. When a neutron hits an atom’s nucleus think of a 
billiard ball striking another ball in which all the energy of the 
striking ball i.s transferred to the hit ball causing it to move 
away. High energy neutrons can travel hundreds to thousands 
of meters through air and several meters through common 
solids. Nuclear reactors use several meters thick water as a 
shield against neutron radiation. 

Gamma radiation is the most energetic, strongest, and most 
deadly of radiation particles and thick walls are tieeded lo stop 
these particles. Gamma radiation occurs after a decaying 
atom’s nucleus emits either alpha or beta radiation. Gamma 
radiation is composed of photons and these have neither mass 
or electric charge so they can penetrate much deeper through 
matter and are difficult to stop. 

Another significant form of radiation released by nuclear 
bombs that can affect health is x-rays. X-rays arc 
electromagnetic waves with very small wavelengths and the 
smaller the wavelength the higher the energy content. A packet 
of electromagnetic x-rays are called a photon and when an x- 
ray photon collides with an atom two events occur. If the 
photon is weak the atom could absorb the energy of the photon 
and boost an electron to a higher orbital level or if the photon 
is very energetic it could knock an electron away from its atom 
causing the atom to ionize. Ionized atoms are harmful lo animal 
and human health. Generally, larger atoms are more likely to 
absorb x-rays photons than smaller ones. (Soft tissue in our 
bodies are composed of atoms smaller than the calcium atoms 
in our bones which is why x-rays are so effective and allow 
physicians to distinguish between tissue and bones w'hen 
examining x-ray photos. These medical x-rays are of the low 
energy kind and not a real worry.) 

One aspect unclear, and central to the level of radiation 
sustained by Manning, is how close was he to ground zero 
when the plutonium blast went off. If he was too close then he 
could have been easily disintegrated in the blast. Since he did 
survive then he must have been some distance away, just far 
enough to sustain some radiation damage but not enough to be 
fatal. However, it must also be pointed out that later in the film 
it was noted that the crashed plane and pilot that Manning was 
attempting to rescue could not bo found, suggesting they were 
atomized. Manning could not have been that far away from the 
plane since he clearly saw it and w'as within running distance so 
there was a critical distance window that Manning was just in 
when the blast went off He was not too close to get atomized, 
nor close enough for extensive and deep skin bums. He was at 
the “just right Goldilocks baby bear” distance of getting enough 
radiation to mutate just the right amount of DNA that altered 
ju.st the right number of genes to give ju.st the right 
proportionally correct growth. Perhaps a meter closer or a 
meter farther from the blast could have made all the dilTcrcncc. 
And so goes the wonderful world of SF cinema where 
everything is in the just right mode for all the screen fun to 
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happen. Manning was just where he needed to be to get Just 
the right amount of radiation to grow in just the right 
proportional way. How scary is that? 

HEBITHM 

here are three principal routes by which plutonium (or 
any other radioisotope for that matter) can get into 
human beings who might be exposed to it: ingestion, 
inhalation, and contamination of open wounds. In total. 
Manning was not only exposed to the initial bomb blast that 
caused severe burns to appear on his body thereby causing 
contamination of open wounds, but also Manning probably 
inhaled a significant amount of radiation getting major doses 
into his body. And if the radioactive particles were in his 
mouth, very likely, they probably mixed with saliva and 
subsequently swallowed so he ingested radiation too. 

The stomach does not absorb plutonium very well so 
ingeslion, either via food or water, is not a significant hazard 
because plutonium passing through the gaslro-intcstinal tract is 
poorly taken up and is expelled from the body through natural 
processes before it can do harm. The main threat to humans 
comes from inhalation. When inhaled, plutonium can remain 
in the lungs depending upon its particle size and how well the 
particular chemical form dissolves. The chemical forms that 
dissolve less easily may lodge in the lungs or move out with 
phlegm, and either be swallowed or spit out. But, the lungs 
may absorb chemical forms that dissolve more easily and pass 
them into the bloodstream. While it is very difficult to create 
airborne dispersion of a heavy metal like plutonium, certain 
forms, including the insoluble plutonium oxide, at a particle 
size less than 10 microns (0.01 mm), are a hazard. If inhaled, 
which Manning did, then much of Ihe material is immediately 
exhaled or is expelled by mucous flow from the lung airway 
bronchial system into the gastro-intestinal tract, as with any' 
particulate matter. Some however will be trapped and readily 
transferred, first to the blood or lymph system and alter to other 
parts of the body, notably the liver and bones. This had to have 
happened in Manning’s case. It is here that (he deposited 
plutonium’s alpha radiation may eventually cause cancer via 
the mutation of DNA. 

The most likely routes for internal contamination from 
plutonium radioisotopes are by ingestion and inhalation. 
People can inhale plutonium as a contaminant in dust and it can 
be ingested with food and water. This is especially important 
for people who live near government weapons production or 
testing facilities who may have increased exposure. External 
exposure of plutonium to the body poses very little healih risk 
since plutonium isotopes emit alpha radiation, and almost no 
beta or gamma radiation. In contrast, internal exposure to 
plutonium is an extremely serious health hazard. Internal 
exposure continues until the radioactive material is either 
flushed from the body by natural processes or decays. Inhaled 
or ingested plutonium is distributed to different organs and will 
remain there for days, months, or years until it decays or is 
excreted. Once intemalized and in the blood stream, plutonium 
radioisotopes can most significantly affect lung, bone, liver, 
and other body organs. Plutonium that reaches body organs can 
stay in the body for decades and conlinuc to decay and expose 
the surrounding tissues with harmful radiation thereby 
increasing the risk of cancer. Plulonium is also a toxic metal, 
and may cause damage to the kidneys. 



However, the hazard from weapons grade Pu-239 is similar to 
that from any other alpha-emitting radionuclides lhat might be 
inhaled. It is less hazardous than those lhat are short-lived and 
hence more radioactive, such as radon daughters, the decay 
products of radon gas, which (although in low concentrations) 
are naturally common and widespread in the environment. 

Contamination of wounds has rarely occurred although 
thousand of people have worked with plutonium. Their health 
has been protected by the use of remote handling, protective 
clothing and extensive health monitoring procedures. The 
ionizing radiation caused by plutonium disrupts molecules in 
cells and deposits energy in tissues, causing damage. Both 
immediate and delayed health risks occur. Observable cffecte 
occurring soon after receiving very large doses include hair 
loss, skin bums, nausea, and gastrointestinal distress or death 
(this is called Acute Radiation Syndrome). Long-term risks 
including increased cancer risk, are a function of the specific 
radioisotopes involved and depend on the route, magnitude and 
duration of exposure. If Manning had out-lived the sequel, 
WAR OK THE COLOSSAL BEAST. Ihcn with all the 
radiation he received he most likely would have developed 
some sort of cancer and probably would have died from that. 

For those exposed to large doses of radioactivity the 
emergency medical care to save their lives is the first prioiity. 
Effective patient decontamination is important to limit the 
spread of radioactive materials in the hospital, and to prevent 
exposure to other patients and staff. Typically, these patients 
are placed in isolation wards to help minimize contamination. 
Treatment to reduce the internal radioactive dose consists of 
using chelators, chemicals that tightly bind to the radioactive 
metal atoms, and flush them out of the body thereby reducing 
the radioisotope body burden. Some forms of radiation can stay 
in the body for years. 

To minimize their exposure to radiation, called secondary 
contamination, the time people spend with the patient should be 
limited, they should avoid direct contact, maintain some sort of 
distance from the source, and use shielding or respiratory 
protection to prevent ingesting or inhaling any radioactive 
contamination. Patients exposed to excessive radiation have 
many tests taken to monitor their health and situation. The most 
common test is a blood test where the number and function of 
the patient’s blood cells are analyzed. Since blood cells rapidly 
divide, compared to other cells in the body, defects brought 
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about by the effects of radioactivity can be easily detected. 
These blood tests would be done frequently. 

Despite being toxic both chemically and because of its 
ionizing radiation, plutonium is far from being “the most toxic 
substance on Earth” or so hazardous that “a speck can kill.” 
Just so you gentle readers know there arc substances in daily 
use that, per unit of mass, have equal or greater chemical 
toxicity (arsenic, cyanide, caffeine) and radiotoxicity (such as 
smoke detectors) than plutonium. 

DERMnmOG/ OR THE WNItf/ ON ;iON 

f he study of skin is called dermatology. The primary 
purpose of skin is to serve as a barrier between the 
harsh and contaminated outside world and our sensitive 
and sterile internal body. The skin contains many 
specialized cells and structures that not only help maintain a 
proper body temperature but also plays an active role in our 
immune system in protecting us from disease. When skin 
becomes severely compromised then many health issues can 
result. By definition, skin is the tissue above the superficial 
fascia where the first layers of muscle and nerves are located. 
Those tissues below' the fascia are not considered skin. Skin is 
compo.sed primarily of three layers. The upper or outer layer of 
skin is called the epidermis and is mostly composed of dead 
and dying cells and itself is composes of 5 different layers; as 
the cells move up these layers they push already formed cells 
further upwards to the surface where they flatten and die and 
subsequently are sloughed off This is a natural cyclical 
process and it takes about 2 w'eeks to shed off dead surface 
cells. The thinnest epidermis is on the eyelids (0.05mm) and 
the thickest is on the palms of your hands and the sole of your 
feet (1.5mm). Though Manning did cover his eyes with his 
forearms he did so with his palms directly facing the blast so 
those skin cells were the hardest hit. 

The middle layer of skin is called Ihe dermis that has the 
blood vessels and nerve endings. The dermis is primarily 
composed of 3 tissue layers and also varies in thickness and is 
0.03mmon the eyelid and 3.0mm on the back. Within the 
dcmial layer are many specialized cells such as the hair 
follicles, oil (sebaceous), scent (apocrine), and sweat (apocrine) 
glands, blood vessels and nerves. It is these nen-es that 
transmit the sensations of pain, itch, touch, pressure, and 
temperature. When dermal cells die off they replace the 
sloughed off epidermal cells in a constant cycle. 

The third lowest layer of the skin, the hypodermis or the 
subcutaneous tissue layer, is primarily a layer of fat and 
connective lissue. The larger blood vessels and nerves are 
located here. The size and thickness of this layer varies 
considerably throughout the body and from person to person. 
For Manning, it is unknown how much of this third layer was 
destroyed by the plutonium blast. And. of course, if any of 
these three major layers of skin were destroyed then 
complicated health issues can result and recuperation may lake 
some time, perhaps several months of healing. 

For bum victims, including radiation bum victims, there are 
two main considerations depending upon how much skin can 
be salvaged from what w'as left behind. Either a skin graft can 
be placed over already existing skin, regardless of which layers 
are still present, or over the fascia directly since no other skin 
would be available. Based on the image of Manning ju.st after 
he took the brunt of the plutonium blast quite a lot of skin was 
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still present since we could .see very little, if any, of the 
underlying fascia muscle layer. As such, this could serve as a 
good foundation upon which to place the necessary skin grafts. 
Even so, it is unclear which layers of Manning’s skin were 
damaged and which layers of skin needed replacing. As a 
doctor says, “third degree bums on almost 100% of the body 
surface and the man still lives.” The back of Manning should 
not have received any radiation induced bums since he was 
facing the blast so “100% of his body” is open for 
interpretation. .Mso, saying he had bums on “100% of his 
body” does not necessarily mean all layers of skin w'ere 
destroyed, if you had a severe sunburn over 100% of your body 
you would be very sore bul all ]ayers of the skin would still be 
there. After being exposed to the blast Manning was taken to a 
bum unit at a hospital and treated. Furthermore, the stem cells 
also present in the left over skin on Manning could then serve 
as a source of fresh replacement skin cells. 

Since Manning took a direct radiation bla.st to the front of his 
body Ihen this area should suffer the most radiation-induced 
bums. The skin on the back of his body would not of had such 
severe bums and could have potentially served as skin grafts 
for the rest of the body. Even so, all in all the entire surgical 
procedure to take care of Maiming’s destroyed skin would have 
taken many long hours. 

Since his skin tissues healed in such a rapid manner would 



suggest that only the lop most superficial layer of skin, the 
epidermis, was burnt off by the heat of radiation and not the 
underlying dermal layers. This also suggest that Manning was 
indeed at the “just right Goldilocks” limit where just some of 
his skin was destroyed leaving enough behind that it served as 
the ba.sis for self-repair. The under laying dermal layers could 
have replenished the outer layer with new skin cells. If the 
under laying dermal layers were also burnt off (most likely 
with such radiation) then the newly developed skin would have 
to come from other sources such as a back skin graft or by 
available stem cells. So you know it takes around 27 days for 
your skin epidermis to replenish and replace itself. 

Here in the 2Ist Century synthetic skin is available for 
grafting and is an industry all by itself During the production 
of THE AMAZING COLOSSAL MAN in the 19505 skin 
grafting tcchnictues were relatively primitive and stem cells 
were very poorly understood so this technology would not have 
been available to them. 

mmm 

doctor examining Manning says, “he’s already lost 
enough body fluid to be fatal.” Skin keeps fluids within 
the body and when skin is destroyed or becomes leaky 
then important and vital body fluids can ooze and leak 
out and can be life-threatening if severe enough. Body fluid of 
bodily fluids arc liquids such as blood, saliva, sweat, urine, 
bile, milk, etc. that arc located inside the bodies. The 
dominant body fluid is water and approximately 60-65% of 
water in our body is contained within individual cells whereas 
the remaining 35-40% of body water is outside cells. There are 
three main compartments of fluids within our bodies. One is the 
plasma of circulating blood (extracellular fluid), the second is 
the interstitial fluids between cells, and the third is that fluid 
located within cells (intracellular fluid). When the skin is 
destroyed as seen with bum victims then all of these 
compartments are compromised and life-threatening fluid loss 
can be an issue. 

RfloiiinoNiNiiuaDm 

nc of the attending physicians commented that 
Manning wtll most likely, “die of shock before 
morning." Shock is a life-threatening condition that 
occurs when the body is not getting enough blood flow 
and this can damage multiple organs. People in shock usually 
have extremely low blood pressure. Shock requires immediate 
medical treatment and can get worse very rapidly. Shock can be 
caused by any condition that reduces blood flow, including 
heart malfunctions (like a heart attack or heart failure; 
cardiogenic shock), low blood volume (as with heavy bleeding 
or dehydrations as seen in bum victims), physical changes in 
blood vessels (as in infections [septic shock] or severe 
allergies; anaphylactic shock), some medicines, spinal injuries 
(neurogenic shock), and heavy external or internal bleeding 
(hypovolemic shock). Another example of shock from an 
infection is toxic shock syndrome. For all these, hypovolemic 
shock, heavy external or internal bleeding, would be Manning’s 
worst problem. Depending on the specific cause and type of 
shock, symptoms will include one or more of the following: 
anxiety, bluish lips and fingernails, chest pain (which Manning 
seems to suffer throughout the film), confusion, dizziness, pale 
and clammy skin, low to no urine output, profuse sweating, a 
rapid but weak pulse, shallow breathing, and probably 



unconsciousness. Throughout the film. Manning show's just 
about all these symptoms. 

The placing of moist bandages over the burnt skin of 
Manning is standard care for bum victims. This is to primarily 
prevent further fluid loss and dehydration and to lessen 
infections. For both infections and fluid loss issues Manning 
was giving "penicillin and cortisone around the clock.” At one 
time, especially during the 1950s era when TACM was 
produced, penicillin was considered a wonder dmg. Now, 
several decades later here in the 21st Century, penicillin is 
hesitantly prescribed due to overuse resulting in the 
development of resistant strains (such as MRSA, pronounced 
“mersa.” w'hich is methicillin resistant Stapylococcus aureus 
bacteria; methicillin is an analog of penicillin) making it now a 
“no wonder dmg.” Cortisone, a hormone, suppresses the 
immune system thereby reducing inflammation and attendant 
pain and swelling at the site of the injury. Too much use of 
cortisone does have its side effects such as diabetes and bone 
problems. 

Right after Manning was packed in bandages he was taken 
into an isolation ward and kept under an oxygen lent, a 
common practice or bum patients. The primary purpose of this 
is to serve as a sterile environment to help prevent further 
infections and to protect the health care workers, nurses and 
doctors, from being contaminated from the radiation in 
Manning’s body. Next to his bed was a hanging bottle of blood 
to replenish what he lost. The next view, supposedly the next 
morning, is when a nurse looks in on the patient and notices his 
remarkable skin improvement. (SEE; the photos on page 23!) 
At this time the hanging bottle of blood is nearly empty. Is this 
the same bottle seen earlier or one after a night of replacing 
bottle after bottle? (Most likely, if a true burn victim, then 
Manning would have received bottle after bottle; both units ot 
blood plus fluids such as plasma and a glucose solution to help 
provide nutrients and replace missing fluids.) The nurse, when 
questioned, said Manning had “cortisone administered 
continuous through the night in plasma containers. This 
means Manning received the cortisone treatment mixed with 
plasma fluids via intravenous (i.v.) tubing. Plasma contains 
many vital nutrients, electrolytes, and proteins to help stabilize 
the circulatory system and help prevent shock. 

After noticing Manning’s remarkable improvement the 
physicians removed the bandages from his head and upper 
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chesl noting, "he developed new skin” followed by, "isn’t even 
a scar.” Quite remarkable indeed, especially the part about 
their being no scars, since newly grown skin from bum victims 
would have some. However, as the scene was filmed you could 
easily see a moisture sheen of both sweat and natural body oils 
on Manning’s face and upper chesl, indicative of new skin still 
undergoing development. 

In the next major scene of the film occurred a remarkable 
exchange between a so-called government bureaucrat and Dr. 
Linstrom when the doctor wonders, “how Glenn Manning was 
able to survive the explosion.” The government man answered 
with a simple (and quite ignorant, "chance.” Then when the 
doctor asked specifically about Manning’s new skin 
development the bureaucrat responded with a Jaw-dropping 
ignorance of "what possible connection could there be to the 
bomb?” This was then followed with the equally ignorant, "a 
man survives a plutonium explosion and then for some reason 
or other (!) his skin heals more rapidly than usual. What is the 
mystery?” With this kind of reasoning that bureaucrat should 
be with someone else’s government and not ours! Finally, after 
the doctors make their valid point the bureaucrat finally 
concedes, “something out there is beyond the limits of our 
knowledge. (I would say the limit of the bureaucrat’s 
knowledge would appear to be about 1.5 inches beyond the tip 
of his nose...) 

mHERRTOFTHEWIimif 

f he heart of a normal sized man is about the size of your 
fist, typically 7 to 15 ounces (200 to 425 grams) or. as 
Dr. Linstrom says, is about the “size of the distance 
from his nose to his chin.” In each day the heart 
averages 100,000 beats and pumps about 2,000 gallons (-7,570 
liters) of blood. At the end of a normal life span the heart 
probably beat more than 3.5 million times. 

The human heart is located in the middle of your chest 
between the lungs and behind and slightly to the left of your 
sternum or breastbone. The heart is encased in a double- 
layered sac called the pericardium that not only allows 
attachment via ligaments to the spinal column for support but 
also provides the freedom for the heart to move as it beats. 

Human hearts have four chambers. The upper chambers are 
called the left and right atria and the lower chambers arc called 
the left and right ventricles and all four are separated by a 
muscle called the septum. The left ventricle is the largest and 
strongest chamber because it is 
this chamber that pushes blood 
out of the heart and into the 
rest of the body. And that is the 
main job of the heart, to pump 
blood throughout the body to 
the organs, tissues, and every 
cell in your body. (Blood 
delivers oxygen and nutrients 
to every cell in your body and 
removes waste products 
including carbon dioxide from 
those cells.) By the force of 
the heart beating blood is 
pumped through a complex 
network of arteries, arterioles, 
and capillaries and 
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subsequently returned through the vein and venules network. If 
all the arteries and veins in your body were laid out end-to-end 
they would be around 60,000 miles long (96,500 kilometers). 
This is long enough to circle the earth more than twice. And 
for the 60’ tall Manning this network of blood vessels would be 
even longer! This means that Manning’s small heart would 
have to pump extra hard to adequately deliver all the necessary 
blood to those many miles of his circulatory system. 

THE CHKumy IN REUnON TO GROWTH 

Linstrom tries to further explain Manning's 
^^^■condition to Carol, Manning’s fiance, by saying, “all 
the parts are enlarging at the same ratio, except for the 
heart. When it was normal size the heart measured 
approximately the size of the distance from his nose to his chin. 
At the size he is now the heart measures the same as the 
distance from his lips to his chin. In other words, the heart has 
increased one half as much as the other parts of his body. All 
the parts of the body consisted of millions of tiny cells that 
were rapidly and uncontrollably multiplying. Today, we 
learned this theory does not apply to Glenn’s heart. Its growing 
but at a much slower rate. The reason for this is technical 
[note: never tmst a scientist when you hear this. It is hi.s job to 
explain the material to even the most simplest of people]. To 
give you a simplified layman’s explanation.. .since the heart is 
made up of a single cell [note: in the above mentioned book, 
KWTS, author Bill Warren 
appropriately called this 
comment, “hogwa.sh”], for all 
practical purposes (for NO 
practical purposes!), instead of 
millions of cells like the rest of 
the organs of the body, its 
reacting in an entirely different 
manner to this unknown force 
or stimulus that’s behind this 
whole thing.” Quite a 
mouthful. After hearing all 
that the fiance says, “no 
wonder he’s always 
complaining about these sharp 
pains in his chest. What docs 
it mean? The doctor responds, 
“his heart won’t be able to 
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carry the load any longer. Then he will die.” Then Carol ask.s, 
“how will it happen?” The doctor responds, “his mind will go 
first and then his heart will literally explode.” As Manning 
himself said to Carol at one exchange, the “beating of my heart 
gets louder and louder,” indicating he is aware of his 
cardiology issues and knows his heart is having problems. 

In Manning’s case, with a small heart, in addition to the rest 
of his body’s needs, not enough blood was being pumped to the 
brain so the colossal man also suffered brain trauma and 
became psychotic as a result. The brain needs a constant supply 
of nutrients (mostly in the form of glucose as a metabolic 
energy source) and oxygen to function normally and it deprives 
of them for more than 8 minutes this can then result in 
permanent brain damage. In Manning’s case he had a slow 
reduction of brain oxygen as his body grew but proportionately 
not his heart so he would have had slow episodes of brain 
injury that only increased in 
severity over time as he grew. 

From the hospital Manning 
was then transferred to the U.S. 

Army Rehabilitation and 
Research Center, Summit, NV 
for further testing and privacy. 

If Manning grew “8 to 10 feet a 
day” then where did all the 
mass come from? He needed 
to eat. Initially, Dr. Linstrom 
said, “...intravenous feeding,” 
meaning a feeding tube was 
directly connected to one of 
Manning’s veins (probably in 
the crock of the arm) and he 
was given nutrient fluids via 
this tubing system. Later, a civilian truck (from the Swift truck 
company) arrived at the research center with “25 sides of beef” 
That would certainly pack the pounds on Mamiing. Later, we 
see Manning cat a large cooked turkey so he was getting plenty 
of food to fuel his growth. To maintain his “8 to 10 feet a day” 
pace he must have been eating and drinking 24 hours a day. 
Initially, his urine output would have been diminished due to 
all the cortisone he was getting to help alleviate his condition. 
After Manning was taken from the hospital to the isolated 
government facility he was no longer seen with an i.v. bottle so 
he would have been off the cortisone treatments by then. At 
one point Manning was seen drinking from a large container of 
water and he must have been doing this several times a day to 
keep up with his growth. 

MEDICniEXIlM; 

rom the moment Manning was brought into a hospital 
after the blast he undergoes various medical tests. He 
was a well studied and well cared for patient. A few 
times it was noted that he had a rapid re.spiration (a 
symptom of his medications to counter the shock) even though 
the room was kept at a balmy 82°F. As a result of bis excessive 
growth Manning was bald with no visible body hair, except for 
his eyebrows and eyelashes, a condition called alopecia. Since 
Manning had not body hair this would suggest that not all of 
his cells are behaving normally so the radiation did have some 
permanent damage to some cells. 

With the rapid grotvth it was stated that Manning was. 


from 8 to 10 feet a 
Eighteen feet tall, 
tomorrow' 26 feet, 35 feel 
maybe 40.” And each new day 
brought new and repeated 
medical tests. In trying to 
explain Manning’s condition to 
his fiance the doctor says, “the 
body is like a factory, 
continually producing new 
cells to replace the older cells, 
damaged cells, or destroyed 
cells. Now this happens in all 
the different parts of the body. 
Bone cells grow new bone 
cells, skin cells grow new skin 
cells and so forth throughout 
the body. New cells replacing the damaged ones.. .it is this 
delicately balanced process of new cells replacing dying cells 
or damaged cells that is causing the growth problem with 
Glenn.” [All of the above is true.] Manning’s fiance then asks, 
“how can this make his whole body grow?” A fair question. 
The doctor replies, “this process is out of balance. For some 
unknown reason new cells are growing at an accelerated or 
speeded up rate while at the same time the old cells are refusing 
to die. This is what makes Glenn grow. That’s what make the 
new skin.” This is essentially the same principle seen in 
cancer in which new cells are growing faster without any dying 
off so there is an increase in the number of cells and a buildup 
of too many of one type of cell can ultimately cause death. In 
cancer, one type of cell grows unchecked like this whereas in 
Manning’s case ALL of his cells arc equally growing faster 
than those dying off. Its like every cell in his body equally has 
cancer and none of them are dying off. To underscore this 
moment in the film it was noted that Manning was now over 30 
feet tall and weighed 2,9S7 pounds. 

Since Manning’s heart did not grow proportionately with the 
rest of the body it was under a lot of stress to pump all that 
blood through his body. This explains all the chest pains 
Manning experience. However, since this is an SF film, maybe 
all his rearranged and mutated DNA from the blast could have 
provided him with another survival advantage. So you know, 
python snakes have the ability to increase their heart size after a 
meal by placing more fat or lipid into specialized heart cells. 
Pythons with a bigger heart can then “feed” the rest of iheir 
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body and more efficiently metabolize their newly ingested 
meal. After the feeding/digesting period then the python’s 
heart reduces back to a smaller size. In Manning’s case, with 
just the right number of mutated heart genes, his heart could 
also have increased after a meal and once digested then it 
reverted back to a smaller size. When the doctors examined 
Manning perhaps they tested him just before big meals (such as 
“25 sides of beef’) when his heart was smaller and not yet 
increased due to the lipid metabolism after a large meal. In SF 
films mutated DNA can do anything 

GAlVimilCSKW RESPONSE 

^^alvanic reflexes performed by Dr. Coulter were said to 
g be inconclusive.’’ This is not a too surprising result. 
The galvanic skin response (GSR) is a method 
purported to measure three physiological reactions. The 
first is muscular activity; GSR can measure the bioelectrical 
changes in muscle. The second is vascular changes in which 
the dilation or constriction of blood vessels is measured. The 
third is secretory changes (sweat gland activity) of measuring 
the electrical conductance of the skin in response to reactions to 
stimuli, such as anxiety or stress. And the electrical 
conductance of the skin varies with the moisture level of the 
skin so those with higher skin moisture (more stress and 
anxiety) have a measurable different GSR than those with 
minimal skin moisture (less stress and anxiety). The skin’s 
sweat glands control the skin’s moisture level which in turn is 
controlled by the sympathetic nervous system so a galvanic 
response of the skin is an indication of physical or 
psychological arousal. To measure a GSR, or a change in the 
electrical properties of skin, either the electrical resistance of 
the skin can be measured or the weak currents generated by the 
body can be measured. Also, the GSR can slow with age. 
Currently, the most common use of GSR is from polygraph 
tests, also known as a lie detector, which can record bodily 
changes associated with stress (read: lying). 

In Manning’s case the GSR was probably used to measure 
how he responded to the various medicines the doctors used. 
All in all a poor indicator but, nevertheless, the one used in this 
film. If the GSR was high, indicating a higher skin resistance or 
excessive moisture, then Manning was possibly responding to 
the treatment. If Manning's GSR was low then this would 
suggest he was not responding. Since Manning’s GSR results 
were “inconclusive” then it is difficult to say what his skin 
moisture content really meant or what it indicated. At various 
times during the film we see Manning with excessive sweat on 
his face so his skin moisture level must have been high. With 
the rapid growth of “8 to 10 feet per day” then his metabolism 
was working overtime and highly metabolic states are stressful 
on the body and do result in skin moisture buildup. Even so, all 
of this was seen as inconclusive. 

suiFii compound; 

Hjt ere is an interesting verbal exchange between Dr. 
KJ Linstrora and his colleague Dr. Counter. After a long 
night of research Dr. Coulter says, “the answer is in 
W W the bone marrow. We were so close we couldn’t see 
It.” Dr. Linstrom immediately sensed what he was saying and 
responded with, “inject sulfa hydral compounds into the bone 
marrow.” [Note his use of the plural of that word.] To keep all 
you gentle Scary Monster readers updated sulfa dmgs were first 
discovered in 1935 and consist of a family of antibiotics that 


antibiotics that are used to treat bacterial and some fungal 
infections. Sulfa dmgs work by interfering with bacteria and 
fungi metabolism and were considered “wonder drugs” before 
penicillin was developed. Sulfa dmgs concentrate in the urine 
before being excreted which is why they are primarily used 
today to treat urinaiy tract infections. Lastly, though there are a 
number of sulfa drugs available none of them are named “sulfa 
hydra” so it is anyone’s guess as to what that is and what it 
does to bone marrow. 

Dr. Coulter then says, “the thing that fooled us was we were 
looking for some unknown quantity in the plutonium radiation 
while all the time it was acting to a degree the same as 
hydrogen exposure (whatever that means). The secret was in 
the degree of exposure.” Dr. Linstrom replies with, “then the 
injection of the sulfa hydral compounds should correct the 
body’s regenerative balance.. .it may stop his growth but it 
won’t diminish his size.” Dr. Coulter added, “the stimulation 
of the hormone secretions in the pituitary or growth controlling 
glands will take care of that.” To prove his point Dr. Coulter 
shows the miniature camel and elephant (see below) and 
continues with, “that will stop the growing.” Then Dr. 
Linstrom replies, “then stimulate the pituitary gland to reduce 
size.” Well, to repeat Bill Warren’s comment above, 
“hogwash!” for frequency stimulation of the pituitary to reduce 
size. 






WTUlTHRyGUNB 


i|(n humans, the 
m pituilary gland or 
K hypophysis is a 
if hormone gland 
about the size of a pea, 
though located at the 
bottom of the 
hypothalamus in the lower 
center of the brain, it is not 
part of the brain. The 
pituitary gland consist of 
two components, the 
anterior pituitary and the 
posterior pituitary, and in 
total secretes 9 different 
hormones. Th 
hypothalamus releases 
various growth factors to 
the pituitary gland which 
in turn stimulates the t, 
release of the pituitary s 
hormones. As such, the 
pituitary is known as the 
'master endocrine gland.' 

Some of the hormones the 

pituitary gland secretes are the somatotrophins (also known as 
HGH or human growth hormone; more on that below), throid- 
stimulating hormone (TSII), endorphins, prolactin, melanocyte- 
stimulating hormone (influences skin pigmentation), 
vasopressin, and oxytocin (increases labor contractions in 
women). 

Using high frequency to stimulate the pituitary gland will in 
reality serve no purpose. However, Dr. Coulter reasoned that 
by stimulating the pituitary gland this would in turn reverse the 
effects of the growth hormone thereby causing a decrease in an 
animal’s size. Coulter reasoned that HGH can increase a 
human’s growth then stopping the production of HGH will stop 
Manning’s growth and could even reverse the growth (not 
true). 

TH!5CIEIK!0F5HWiyKI)lMy 

proof of this were his shrinkology experiments by 
making smaller camel and elephant animals in 
testing his hypothesis. Shrinkology is the study of 
If m being and becoming ,, 
small. Film examples of this 
are THE DEVIL DOLL 
(1936) and THE 
INCREDIBLE SHRINKING 
MAN (1957) in which full 
sized animals, including 
humans, arc made smaller or 
shrunk. In going small there 
are two ways to go. If the 
number of cells in an organism 
are the same when it shrinks 
then its weight will be 
unchanged; the cells are just 
smaller, more compact and 
therefore more dense (think of 


the DC comics character, The Atom, who can reduce his size 
but not his mass or weight). However, shrinking by having 
fewer cells of the organism, such as if someone reverted back 
to adolescence when smaller in stature, then he will weigh 
proportionately less. Without trying to invoke some sort of 
weird biology or physics the second version of fewer cells 
would be preferred because cells remains cells and not some 
sort of super dense version. 

To test his hypothesis of injecting sulfa hydral compounds 
directly into bone marrow (to stop growth) with subsequent 
high frequency treatment of the pimitary gland (to reverse 
growth) Dr. Coulter experimented on larger animals. He made 
smaller version of a camel (a two humped camel as seen in the 
film is called a Baetrian; one humped camels are Dromedaries) 
and an Indian elephant (their ears are smaller than the African 
elephants) by reversing growth using his high frequency 
treatment For this to actually happen there would have to be a 
unilaterally uniform decrease in size of all parts of each animal. 

This then brings up the question that with smaller brains do 
. v they have the same mental 
capacity as full growth adults? 
This pertains to the above 
shrinkology discussion of 
whether smaller is a qualitative 
or a quantitative difference: 
smaller cells or fewer cells? It 
would be biologically easier to 
create larger versions of a 
growing animal (keep giving 
them growth hormones) than it 
would be to make a fully 
grown animal proportionately 
smaller in size. After all, this is 
what is done in the animal 
husbandry industry where 
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many species, such as cows and steer, are made larger (and not 
smaller) through the use of growth hormones. 

The work of doctors Coulter and Linstrom at the research 
center was done in a well-equipped lab. Present were copious 
amounts of glassware, several lit Bunsen burners, two 
(average) microscopes, and several cages of rabbits. A back 
room housed a camel and an elephant. Much of the glassware 
was for distillation setups indicating the good doctors were 
analyzing and testing small chemical compounds, such as 
“sulfa hydrals.” Later it was shown that Coulter himself had a 
separate lab where some sophisticated electronic pieces of 
equipment were kept as well as a bench well cluttered with the 
work at hand. The electronic equipment could have been used 
in generating the necessary high frequency to alter the pituitary 
gland. 

While Manning was ravaging Las Vegas a Colonel says, ‘TO 
times the height of a normal man, weighs about 18,000 
pounds.” Ten times the normal height would put Manning 
around 60 feet tall weighing 9 tons. That is quite a load on 
those ankles. And quite a jump from an earlier 30 feet tall and 
2, 987 pounds so this represents a doubling of his height and a 
6-fold increase in weight. It would take a lot of “25 sides of 
beef’ to do that. 

GIVE HIM THE NEEDLE 

he large hypodermic needle is in need of discussion, to 
inject the sulfa hydral compounds directly into 
Manning’s bone marrow they would need a long needle 
to penetrate the few feet of skin, tissue, muscle, and 
bone in hi.s lower leg. It is amusing that what was used is 
simply a large version of a standard syringe of the day. 
However, it is noted that for fluid volumes on the syringe 
cylinder the words, “3 quarts” is the maximum indicated 
volume. Quaint. Hypodermic needles arc labeled with 
volumes using metric nomenclature such as milliliters or liters 
and not the antiquated avoirdupois system of pints and quarts. 
This prop was made by the amazingly creative and ever 
resourceful Paul Blaisdell (SEE: .SCARY MONSTERS issue 
#80 for the article. “Paul Blaisdell, Maker of Monsters” for 
more details on this special effects master. Get your back issue 
now; better yet, get two issues and give one to a friend 1 

MENMlDEOiy 

uring Manning's growth several progressive mental 
changes occurred and during the course of the film his 
mental decay becomes more and more of an issue. The 
mental decay occurred slowly which would be in 
keeping with his overall gradual health changes. His increased 
size with a suboptimal heart meant not enough blood and 
therefore not enough oxygen was getting to his brain. Over 
time a slow decrease in brain oxygen could give rise to slowly 
developing mental issues. His seif pity and other behavior 
changes, such as his dismissal of his fiance, would also be in 
keeping with his coming to grips with his situation. Ultimately, 
Manning went on a psychotic rampage in the Las Vegas area 
indicating his mental detcriation had significantly changed his 
behavior. During this he was seen grasping his head and 
wincing suggesting headaches and an inability to cope with his 
situation so he released his frustrations on the town and people 
that ultimately resulted in his being “destroyed” at Boulder 
Dam (its original name that was later changed to the current 
Hoover Dam). Note: if Manning’s body was still radioactive 



and contained radioactivity, highly likely, then some of this 
from his body would have contaminated the Colorado River 
and everything else downstream for centuries 

GUMMARY 

s a result of a good Samaritan act Colonel Glenn 
Manning was directly exposed to a plutonium bomb 
blast and was literally showered with radioactive alpha, 
beta and gamma particles as well as x-rays and other 
radioisotopes. These radioactive particles were inhaled, 
ingested, and entered open burn wounds and caused Manning’s 
DNA to sufficiently mutate thereby making him grow into a 
proportionately equal giant, eventually becoming 60 feet tall. 
Unfortunately, Manning’s heart was growing at a slower pace 
and could not keep up with the demands of his gigantic body. 
As a result of decreased blood flow from the smaller heart 
Manning suffered many physiological and psychological 
traumas that ultimately resulted in his being shot off Boulder 
Dam and into the Colorado River (and subsequently surfaced in 
the sequel). 

Well , I told you an entire semester course could be developed 
on this film and each topic 
could have been developed f 
further but that would have ' 
been too scary for you gentle 
readers. Thanks for reading. 

We had a colossal good time. 

It’s back to the lab for me. 

Stay healthy and cat right. 
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An Interview with 

The Amazing Bert I. Gordon 



would like to say to you now that you are one of my favorite 
directors of film! And this is a wonderful honor to 


Interview by 
Lawrence Fultz Jr. 

(2010) 

B ert I. Gordon was 
one of the first 
people responsible 
for opening • the 
door for me. for my love 
of Science-Fiction and 
Horror! The very first Sci 
-Fi film, I can remember 
seeing on the big screen 
at my local theatre — The 
Colonial (BLOB) 

Theatre, as a very young 
boy was his film, 

BKGINNING OF THE 
END. I will never forget 
seeing those giant locusts 
on the big screen! The 
movie was on a doublc- 
b i 1 1 with THE 
UNEARTHLY. The 
year after I started seeing 
these films. I started 
view'ing SHOCK 
THEATRE with John 
Zacherley on television, 
then not too long after 
that the great FAMOUS 
MONSTERS OF 
FILMLAND magazine 
came out! 

The late Fifties was a great era for a Baby Boomer to grow up 
in, this period was considered the “first’ w'ave of the Monster 
Boom. These three influences— these three great men started 
by love for science fiction and horror. Bert 1. Gordon’s movies 
were there for me at the beginning and 1 would keep seeing 
more of his movies as time went on such as WAR OF THE 
COLOSSAI. BEAST at the same movie theatre. Bert was 
nicknamed Mr. BT.G. by none other than his good friend, the 
talented editor of that wonderful magazine FAMOUS 
MONSTERS OF FILMLAND— Forrest J Ackerman aka 
“Uncle Forty.” Bert 1. Gordon is one of those multi-talented 
filmmakers, not only did he produce his films, but he also 
wrote and created special effects for them! Bert was always one 
qf my “favorite” filmmakers and a few years back 1 was able to 
meet this great filmmaker at MONSTER BASH in PA. I was 
very happy and thrilled to finally meet the man who helped 
open a door for me! Bert turned out to be a wonderful, kind 
and friendly gentleman! 

Lawrence Fultz .Ir.: First before I begin this interview, 1 


interview you! The very first Sci-Fi film I saw on the big 
screen was BEGINNING OF THE END! And I always 
loved the film! I will never forget this scene — first you hear 
that eerie locus sound then you see actor Than Wyenn (the 
mute assistant to Peter Graves), and next the giant locust 
comes out behind the silo and kills him! The look of sheer 
terror on his face, you could almost hear a silent scream of 
horror! It was on a double-bill with THE UNEAR I HLY at 
the famous Colonial (THE BLOB) Theatre in Phoenixvillc, 
PA when I was a little boy. Now T would like to ask 
you...Bert when you were growing up, what were some of 
your favorite movies and who were some of your favorite 
actors? Did you have an early interest in horror films? 

Bert I. Gordon; Some of my favorite movies when growing up 
were cowboy, horror films and comedies. Some of my favorite 
actors were Laurel and Hardy, John Wayne, Basil Rathbonc, 
Andy Hardy, Lon Chaney Jr. 

Bert, you were the cinematographer for SERPENT 
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ISLAND. Was this 
cinematographer on? 

I was also cinematographer on THE MAD BOMBER. 

Could you tell me a little about your background, how did 
you break into filmmaking? 

Becoming a filmmaker in Hollywood was extremely difficult. 
When I moved out here from Minnesota, 1 spent more than a 
year trying to get my foot in the door, .'kfter much effort, I was 
able to get some interviews such as with a producer at 
Universal Studio, the producer of a TV scries at another studio, 
and others, but was told many times, unless my father’s name is 

a Hollywood 
mogul like 
Sam Goldwyn, 
I should go 
back to 
Minnesota. 
I’ve described 
much of it in 


BERT/.GCHHDON 


autobiography, 
THE 
AMAZING 
COLOSSAL 
WORLDS OF 
MR. B.I.G. 
My first real 
break 
happened by 
chance when a 
man saw me 
j carrying my 
^ professional 
■ camera that 1 
still owned from the TV commercial business that I had in 
Minnesota, and asked me if I wanted to make a movie with 
him. Of course, my answer was “Yes" and we made KING 
DINOSAUR. 


I thought that using locusts was a different and very 
effective innovative idea. How did you come about with the 
idea to use locust in voiir film, BEGINNING OF THE 
END? 


When I was writing the screenplay, it just seemed like a good 
idea to use grasshoppers as my “monsters” since from time to 
time Chicago had plagues of them...nonTial size locusts, of 
course. 

Another movie I enjoy a lot is THE CYCLOPS. I also like 
the storyline where you have all the different animals, 
lizards, birds, arachnids growing out of control due to 
radiated, radioactive rock/soil, utilizing the concept of 
nuclear growth. Also 
favorite actors is Lon 
Chancy .Ir. Did you 
cast Chancy for the role 
of “Martin Melville’’ 
and did you pick the 
rest of the cast? 

Yes, I cast Chancy in 
THE CYCLOPS as I did 
the casting for all the 
films I produced. 

sem 87./ ivtNoooui mum m 2013 f 031 


you had a great cast, one of my 





I What part of Mexico was 
^ this filmed in? Anything 
else you’d like to tell me 
about tbe movie? 

THE CYCLOPS was filmed 
entirely in California. A.s I 
described in my upcoming 
autobiography. I went down 
to Mexico for sonic second 
j unit filming, but a difficult 
situation brought me back to 
i California for ail the 
, filming. 

You knew and worked 
with Lon Chaney Jr. and 
Basil Rathbone, who were 
known for their work in 
(he horror genre. 1 had to 
ask you. did you know 
Bela l.ugosi, Boris Karloff, 
Peter Lorre and Vincent 
! Price? 

: I knew Vincent Price.. .did 
! some filming with him. 

Is it true that after seeing 
BEGINNING OF THE 
END, Sam Arkoff and 
Jack Nicholson contacted 
you and asked you to 
work for them, making 
films for AIP? 

Yes. I met ArkotT and 
Nicholson at a funeral, and 
made a deal the next 
morning, 

: In your movie THE 
AMAZING COLOSSAL 
MAN one of the many 
scenes I enjoyed was the 
scene where Glenn 
Langan as “Colonel Glenn 
Manning” runs to save the 
pilot in the crashed plane 
and he is suddenly exposed to a plutonium bomb blast. I 
thought the special effects for this scene where the blast hits 
him was excellent and realistic! This was many years 
before computer- 
generated SF. How did 
you achieve that effect? 

With great difficulty, 
great makeup done on 
stage, and huge fans to 
blow sand and particles of 
dirt acro.s,s the desert 
toward him. 

Writer Mark Hanna co- 
wrote THE AMAZING 
COLOSSAL MAN with you. He also co-wrote NOT OF 
THIS EARTH (1957) among other Corman films with 
legendary screenwriter Charles Griffith. Hanna went on to 
do ATTACK OF THE FIFTY FOOT WOMAN. Anything 
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you’d like to tell me about your collaboration with Hanna? 

It wasn’t a collaboration, i wrote the screenplay and it was 
given to Hanna to polish. He also received screenplay credit. 
Another one of your co-writers on your fdms was George 
Worthing Yates, who was the nephew of the president of 
Republic Pictures, Herbert .1. Yates. What can you tell me 
about George and working with him? 

There isn’t anything to tell about George except it was a 
pleasant relationship. 

I remember seeing photos of your movies in FAMOUS 
MONSTERS OF FILMLAND magazine, also I believe I 
saw the magazine itself in one of your movie’s EARTH VS. 
THE SPIDER. 1 also remember seeing in another FM 

issue, a photo of you 
and Forry and Dean 
Parkin reading issues of 
FM! How did you first 
meet Forrest J 
Ackerman? 

He phoned me and wc 
met and became good 
friends. 

Years ago I believe I 
read that Paul Blaisdell 
worked for you on 
ATTACK OF THE 
PUPPET PEOPLE aka 
THE FANTASTIC 
PUPPET PEOPLE, 
what other movies did he 
work on with you and 
what did he do on these 
movies, also what would you like to tell me about him? 

1 can’t recall if Paul worked with me on other films but he was 
extremely talented and was a pleasure 
to work with. {SEE: The previous 
AMAZING article for more info! — 

D.J.D.) 

Actress June Kenny was in EARTH 
VS. THE SPIDER and ATTACK 
OF THE PUPPET PEOPLE. She is 
very cute and beautiful, she was 
also in some of Roger Corman’s 
Films, how was she cast for the 
female leads in your two films. Did 
you chose her? 

My casting director suggested her for 
the part and after meeting her I put her 
in the movie. 

The AMC Channel keeps showing 
EARTH VS. THE SPIDER a lot on 
Saturday mornings. I will be 
flipping through the channels and 
there it is and 1 enjoy watching it 
over and over! 1 was wondering 
about the beautiful and talented 
actress Sally Fraizer was in some of 
your movies and so was Ed 
Kemmer, they were also in GIANT 
FROM THE UNKNOWN. Did you 
know the director of the film. 


Bert I. Gordon. Mr. B.I.6. 
MONSTER BASH 2012. 


receives his Forry Award at 


Oonaid F. Glut. Bert 1. Gordon and 
Forrest J Ackerman in the 1960s. 
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Richard Cunha? 

No, I didn’t know Richard Cunha. 

When I went to the Colonial Theatre in the 50s and 60s I 
saw your wonderful films and also other great horror and 
sci-fi films directed by directors Jack Pollexfen, Edward L. 
Cahn, Howard W. Koch, Paul Landres, Roger Corman, 
Herbert L. Strock, Nathan Juran, Ib Melchior. Did you 
know any of these other directors? 

I knew Howard Koch and Roger Corman. 

Albert Glasser did a lot of your 
musical scores how did you first 
! meet him? 

Albert came to my office and after 
playing parts of some of the film 
scores he had produced, I was 
impressed and set him for the film I 
was making and many of my future 
films. 

I also saw WAR OF THE 
COLOSSAL BEAST at the 
Saturday matinee in the late 50s. 1 
like this film a lot too! Your special 
effects were great and that make-up 
on Dean Parkin was truly 
frightening! How did you pick Jack 
Young for your make-up man on the 
film? 

Jack Young was famous for his 
excellent makeup at the major studios 
so I contacted him and set him for 
THE CYCLOPS, and, as you know, 
some future films. 

Duncan “Dean” Parkins was the 
giant in CYCLOPS and WAR OF 
, , , the colossal beast aka 
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MAN. How was he cast, did you 
know him before the fdms were 
made? 

No, I didn’t know Dean before first 
casting him for the CYCLOPS. 1 
believe Jack Young suggested him 
for the part. 

You had some more of my favorite 
actors and actresses in your fiims, 1 
already asked you about Lon 
Chaney .Ir. Anything you would 
like to teii me about working with 
Peter Graves, Peggie Castic, John 
Agar, John Hoyt, Basil Rathbonc, 

Ralph Meeker, Gloria Talbott, 

Sally Fraizer, and Vampira? 

It was a pleasure working with every 
actor you mentioned. All of them 
was very talented and cooperative. 

An interesting item I read about John 
Hoyt in one of his interviews... He 
said he enjoyed playing the part of 
Mr. Franz in ATTACK OF THE 
PUPPET PEOPLE more than any 
film role he had ever played because 
he personally identified with the 
loneliness of the character. i 

Your association with Sam Arkoff, ' 

James H. Nicholson at AIP, did you 
enjoy working with them? 

Actually, there svasn’t any “working j 
with” Arkoff and Nicholson once the I 
screenplay was set. During I 
production, I was left completely > 
alone. 

I'he fire-brcathing two-headed i— 
dragon you had in THE MAGIC 
SWORD, who designed and built it, what happened to it? 

The two-headed, fire-breathing dragon in THE MAGIC 
SWORD was designed, created and operated during the filming 
by the people at Fox Studio where I shot the movie. A few 
years later, while officed at another major studio, the dragon 
somehow got lost. 

Richard Kiel was at the MONSTER BASH last year, one of 
his early roles was working for you in a small 
part as a pin head in THE MAGIC SWORD. 

Could you tell me anything about working 
w'ith him? 

Kiel’s playing the pari of a normal size PIN- 
HEAD in THE MAGIC SWORD was tine to 
work with. His realistic portray of the pinhead 
reminded me of seeing such creatures al the 
carnivals 1 attended as a boy. 

Also the dwarf actor Angelo Rossitto who’s 
first film with John Barrymore in THE 
BELOVED ROGUE. His career would span 
60 years. He was also in your film THE 
MAGIC SWORD. Anything you can tell me 
about working with him? 

The only thing T can recall about the dwarf actor 
Angelo Rossitto performance in THE MAGIC 
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SWORD is that it couldn’t have been 
more realistic. Also, he was very 
cooperative. 

Bert, before we end our interview 
do you have any amusing 
antecedents that may have 
happened on any of the set of your 
movies you could tell me? 

Without giving away any of the 
amusing happenings during the 
filming of my movies that will appear 
in my autobiography, one of the 
extremely famous actors starring in 
one of my films that was being filmed 
on location became so dmnk a few 
times, he/she (not to give the actor’s 
name) had to be held up by fellow 
aclors on each side of hc/her during 
the shot. 

Bert, I want to say now that you are 
a very multi-talented individual! 
Not only do you direct your films 
but you are a cinematographer, and 
you produce, svrite and you do your 
own special effects. 1 believe people 
like you and Herb Struck, Ib 
Melchior, Roger Corman, Jack 
Pollexfen, Howard Koch and other 
to be able to do ALL this, that you 
and the others are geniuses in the 
; field of filmmaking! Before we end 
‘ this interview Bert, tell me about 
your new autobiographv, THE 
AMAZING COLOSSAL WORLDS 
OF MR. B.I.G. When is it coming 
. out, and also please tell me and the 
readers a little about the book and 
where we buy your new book? What stores and online 
stores will it be available at? 

My autobiography THE AMAZING COLOSSAL WORLDS 
OF MR. B.I.G. will be out in 2010 and I will be autographing 
copies of the book at the June 2010 MONSTER BASH. An 
event I am looking forward to. My autobiography, that I'm 
devoting to my many fans, has over a hundred 
photographs.. .most of them from my private 
collection that have never been publicly seen 
before. In the book, I tell all. ..the many steps of 
my career that was my dream since early 
childhood when my aunt gave me a 16mm 
camera and I began to make movies. The book 
w'ill be available at amazon and stores most 
everywhere.. .and as I mentioned, autographed 
copies will be available at MONSTER BASH 
2010 event. 

Bert, on behalf of SCARY .VIONSTERS 
MAGAZINE, myself and the readers 1 want 
to say thank you very much for this 
interview! 
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History of THE COSMIC OltlVE-IN Part 2; 

Mr OeM fgAMces. Queen of THE COSMIC ORIVC-IN 




by Robert Freese 

4 s I wrote last issue (SCARY MONSTERS 2013 
YEARBOOK, MONSTER MEMORIES #21 and 
also the Official SCARY MONSTERS #86), I didn't 
know what I was going to do with all the ads I was 
blindly collecting from the library, I just knew 1 wanted to 
share them. 

When copies of SCARY MONSTERS #39 arrived, featuring 
the first COSMIC DRIVE-IN column, my wife Frances 
marveled at how I had taken those ads and created a column. I 
remember her saying, “1 never knew what you were going to do 
with all those ads, but you really created something cool.” That 
was all 1 needed to hear. She made everything 1 did seem so 
much cooler than it really was. She was such a huge support 
and influence on me. 

Frances and 1 loved movies and over the years frequented 
many drive-in theaters. One summer we made it our mission to 
visit as many as we could, and 1 think we got to six by the end 

. of the season. 
(No mean feat 
when you 
consider how far 
we had to drive 
to get to some of 
them!) We 
always had such 
a good time — 
eating junk food 
from the 
concession stand 
and cuddling 
under a blanket 
in the winter (as 
many of the 
drive-ins were 
open year round 
down south). 
Aside of a 
handful of 
memories from 
my childhood 
and early 
adulthood, these 
are my 
COSMIC 
DRIVE-IN 
memories, going 
to the drive-in 
with my best girl 
beside me, my 
dear Frances, 
Queen of the 
Cosmic Drive- 
In. 

Sadly, in 
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December of 2010, I lost this 
wonderful woman quite suddenly and 
unexpectedly. To say the light went 
out of my life is a gross 
understatement. 

I write these columns a year in 
advance and the columns appearing 
throughout 201 1 and 2012 were written 
w'hen Frances was still alive. When 
Dennis let me know he would be out of 
ads by Halloween 2012, 1 had to decide 
if I wanted to continue the column or to 
let it go. It was a hard decision. 

I remembered something 1 had written 
years earlier. Before I turned 30 I was 
driven to sclf-publish two little movie 
review booklets. Invasion of the Drive 
-in Horror Flicks and Invasion of the 
Drive-in Sci-fi Flicks. It w'as a hectic 
time in my life, as I was working for a 
company going out of business, the 
future w'as unceitain and I was 
frantically writing these little booklets, 
fanzine-style, and printing them on the 
copier at work. 1 have wonderful 
MONSTER MEMORIES of reading 
Frances some of my crazy reviews, of 
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us laughing and w'orking together, designing the books, coming 
up with artwork and Just no w’orrying about the stress of “real 
life.” 

They are ciaide, a little rude and rough around the edges, but I 
W'as proud of them. Frances w-as proud of me for putting them 
together, for making the best of a bad situation and not letting 
the uncertain future get me down. 

In the intro to the Horror edition I wrote: “Above all, though, 
the greatest thanks I have is for my wonderful wife Frances, 
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who continues to encourage and support me and my ideas and 
loves me no matter how damn many stupid things I do. It is 
with all my love I dedicate this effort to her. (I couldn’t have 
done it without you, Fran.)” 

In the intro to the Sci-Fi edition 1 wTOte: “Before the movies 
start I’d like to say that this effort is dedicated with much love 
to my wife Frances. Without her, the movies wouldn t be half 
as much fun. She’s the only gal I’d ever imagine visiting The 
Atomic Drive-in with.” 

When I considered those words, I knew Frances would want 
me to continue pulling together THE COSMIC DRIVE-IN, 
mainly because it’s something I enjoy doing. With each issue 
that has arrived since she has passed, I still hear her w'ords, “I 
never knew what you were going to do with all those ads, but 
you really created something cool.” 

Sharing this historj'^ about THE COSMIC DRIVE-IN and the 
huge influence my wife had on my writing, telling these stories 
about his incredible woman, Frances Freese, is a way of 



HBISCZSQSMIi 
TWIM WEST 


1 3 ftATWmH SSS 1 


A Chitlim} Tate of Alien Tef ror 



celebrating her life and keeping these cherished memories 
alive. And that is what THE COSMIC DRIV’E-IN is all 
about, keeping our cherished MONSTER MEMORIES alive. 

Thank you for letting me share all this with you. Feel free to 
contact me on Facebook, or via email at 
robwhodrippedblood@yahoo.com. And don't forget to visit 
my friends at Nostalgic Drive-in Theater Newspaper Ads on 
Facebook. 

Until we finish this story in The History of THE COSMIC 
DRIVE-IN Part 3: Reader Reactions and THE COSMiC 
DRIVE-IN Forever, remember to frequent the Monster, 
Martians and Madmen at THE COSMIC DRIVE-IN as often 
as possible Keep your MONSTER MEMORIES alive, share 
your time with the ones you love and enjoy what you have. 
See you next time. 
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million worldwide, but it cost $130 million to make, and 
grossed a mere SI36 million in North America. Compared to 
the film’s colossal advertising campaign, its box office take 
was miniscule. 

Of course, in 2008, CLOVERFIF.LD caused excitement for 
giant monster movie fans. But despite raking in $40 million in 
its first three days, the film went on to top off at only around 
$80 million domestically, unusual for a film boasting such a 
robust opening weekend, Does this mean word-of-mouth was 
bad? Perhaps, But it could mean something else — maybe there 
simply isn’t a mass audience for giant monster movies these 
days. 

Now to be fair, CLOVERFIELD did rake in over $90 million 
overseas for a total worldwide gross of SI 71 million. The film 
[ only cost $25 million, so it 
made a tidy profit. 
HOWEVER, Legendary’s 
GODZILLA is probably 
going to cost $150 million 
or more, and a $171 million 
worldwide gross, when 
taking into account the 
movie’s advertising and 
overhead, would wheel the 
film into ICU with little 
* hope of recovery, 

In addition, Toho’s 1999- 
2004 Big G “Millennium 
Scries” flopped in Japan. 
For example, 2004’s 
GODZILLA FINAL WARS 
(aka GFW) cost $18 
million, but only pulled in 
$9 million at Japanese 

moviehouscs! 

Considering that Toho's 1990’s Godzilla movies fared well at 
the Japanese box office , it’s surprising that the Millennium 
movies tanked. One theory is that TriStar’s GODZILLA had 
soured the Japanese public on Big G movies: another is that 
Toho’s native-made, relatively low-budget Godzilla movies 
simply couldn’t compete with the mammoth-budgeted CGI 
spectacles routinely imported from the West. So again, we face 
the possibility that the audience for kaiju eiga, even in Japan, is 
on the slide. 

Indeed, look at three recent Japanese kaiju eiga — DEATH 
KAPPA. BIG MAN JAPAN, and MONSTER X STRIKES 
BACKiATTACK AT THE G8 SUMMIT. All three are out- 
and-out parodies of the genre. Not a “serious” giant monster 
film in the lot. Does this mean that even in the Land of the 
Rising Sun, the traditional kaiju eiga has become obsolete? 
Certainly MONSTER X STRIKES BACK director Minoru 
Kawasaki thinks so. In an interview in G-FAN #86, Kawa.saki 
staled that the Japanese monster movie “is currently dead as a 
genre. Does that mean fans of Old School giant monster 
movies number among the walking dead who somehow missed 
the ftineral? Or were we simply not invited to the wake? 

Two more pieces of evidence — South Korea’s ambitious 2007 
DRAGON W'.ARS cost $32 million but only pulled in $75 
million worldwide. And GODZILLA 2000, wide-released in 
North America in the summer of 2000. domestically made only 
$10 million. 
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by Mike Bogue 

^•►rcetings, kaijuphiles! In this KAIJU KORN’ER, we 
will take a nostalgic look at the epic 1960’s struggle 
between the Big (i and the magazine CASTLE OF 
FRANKENSTEIN as well as review the obscure 
1950's sci-ti feature WARNING FROM SPACE, but first, a 
few thoughts on Legendary Pictures' announcement that their 
new American-made GODZILLA will see a May 16, 2014 
wide release: 

GODZILLA— IF HE CAN MAKE IT HERE, 

CAN HE MAKE IT ANYM HERE? 

Gareth Edwards, the director of Legendary Pictures’ 
upcoming GODZILLA, is thinking big. Says Edwards, “My 
main idea was to imagine ‘If this really happened, what would 
it be like?’ I want to take a grounded, realistic approach to a 
Godzilla film.” 

Sounds promising. 
Writer Marc Cerasini 
used a similar slant in 
his excellent 1996 
Random House novel 
GODZILLA 
RETURNS. Perhaps 
director Edwards will 
deliver a Godzilla 
even grittier than his 
1954 incarnation. 
But can even an uber- 
dark Big G movie 
make money at the 
box office? 

This isn’t an idle 
question. 
Financially, the giant 
monster movies of 
the past fifteen years 
have run hot and 
:old. For example, 
FriStar's 1998 
GODZILLA may 
lave pulled in S379 





So maybe ihe age of giant monsters is over — indeed, maybe it 
ended sometime in the latter 20th century. And maybe this 
means that Legendary’s GODZILLA, no matter how good it 
is, may founder at the box office. 

BUT... I hope I am wrong! If Legendary’s GODZILLA is 
worthy, I hope it outgrosses AVATAR! Ushers in a new age 
of giant monster cinema! Inspires a big-budget remake of 
KING KONG VS. GODZILLA! 

However, I won’t be surprised if, instead, the average 
American filmgoer says, "Godzilla? Who wants to go see a 
frickin’ Godzilla movie????” Just sayin’. 

GODZILLA VS. CASTLE OF FRANKEMSTEIN 

Radies and gentlemen, in this corner, weighing in at 
m 20,000 metric tons and a height of 50 meters, his 
K lighting prowess and atomic heat ray at the ready, we 
■K give you the once and future King of the Monsters, 

GODZILLA! 

And in the opposite comer, weighing in at 25 issues and a 
yearbook and sporting an attitude the size of Mount Fuji, 
critical acclaim and caustic barbs at ready, we give you the 
contending monster magazine of the 1960’s and 70’s, 
CASTLE OF FRANKENSTEIN ! 

A fine magazine despite it Oaws (one of which was its erratic 
publishing schedule), CoF enjoyed the esteem of genre bigwigs 
and scored insightful interviews with the likes of Roger 
Corman, George Pal, Ray Bradbury, Stan Lee, and Ray 
Harryhausen. But the mag often turned up its nose at Grade-B 
monster movies, and that disdain certainly colored their 
comments on the Godzilla series. 

CoF was the only monster magazine at the time that offered 
regular “mini-reviews” of both SFantasy movies in current 
release (CoF Movieguide) and genre movies available to TV 
(CoF TV Movieguide). The reviewers didn’t approach their 
critiques with kid gloves, cither— they might just as easily 
upper cut a current monster epic than declare it a winner, and 
when it came to left and right jabs, they were second to none in 
their generally consistent pokes at Godzilla movies. 

Apparently CoF’s reviewers (primarily Joe Dante and Bhob 
Stewart) were dedicated to taking The Big G down. CoF 
provided plenty of critical ammunition for Godzilla denouncers 
to take aim at every sixties Godzy movie that graced Western 
shores. For example, note the following excerpts from CoF 
Godzilla movie reviews: 

KING KONG VS. GODZILLA— ’Waste 
of time and money; typical low-grade 
Japanese horror.. .One of the worst of its kind 
in years. Not even enough laughs to save at 
least parts of it.” (CoF #4, 1964) 

GODZILLA VS. THE THING— 

’’Typically inept Japanese sf bore. Thing 
turned out to be Toho’s Mothra (an economy 
measure, since half of the film is stock shots 
from the original Mothra and other Nippon 
disasters).” (CoF #5, 1965) 

GHIDRAH, THE THREE-HEADED 
MONSTER— ’’Rodan, Godzilla and Mothra 
are ingloriously resurrected to battle 
Ghidrah... these may be on the 
out.” (Cof 1967 Annual) 

MONSTER ZERO - ”F ascinatingly 


CASTIE OF FRANKEHSTEINs "GIANT SITED 60D7IIIA 
ISSUE!" that never would appear! Wouldn’t it have been 
cool if this issue really appeared! 

abominable Japanese bomb.. .Shortly after appearing in this 
mess, Nick Adams committed suicide.” (CoF #19. 1972) 
DESTROY ALL MONSTERS — ”An army of Japanese 
monsters.. .knock over cardboard world capitals.. .Mostly dull, 
often impossible to follow...Effects by late Eiji Tsuburaya are, 
as usual, predominately bad (sorry, Eiji).” (CoF #16, 1970) 

Ouch! Talk about hitting below the belt! Baby-boomer 
Godzilla fans such as myself scarcely knew what had hit us! 
And the dozens or hundreds of — dare 1 say it? — thousands of 
kaiju critics such as my older brother Frank 
would delight in CoF’s one-two jab against 
Godzilla as “proof’ that these movies were 
punch-drunk. As even my Dad said about 
GHIDRAH at the time, "those Japanese 
monster moves are phony as all get out.” 

BUT WAIT! Isn’t it time to declare a 
technical foul! For one thing, CoF’s pokes at 
GODZILLA VS. THE THING don’t ring 
tme. The CoF #5 review claims that “half’ 
the movie was made up of stock footage from 
MOTHRA “and other Nippon disasters.” 
But in reality, NO footage from MOTHRA 
was used in GODZILLA VS. THE THING! 
And as for “other Nippon disasters.” only a 
scant bit of footage from THE 
MYSTERIANS (hardly a “disaster”) was 
used. 
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Yes, naysayers to the contrary, CoF had 
certainly not KO’ed Ciodzilla yet! During the 
1960‘s. Godzilla and his creature kin were 
quite popular with kids in the Wesl, and they 
performed respectable box office (CoF #4 
conceded that KING KONG VS. 
GODZILLA ‘‘was a box office hit in Japan 
and the USA”), in fact, even party-pooping 
CoF had to admit there were virtuc.s in the first 
Godzilla movies, as noted in this complete CoF 
#10 TV Movieguide review below': 

GODZILLA, KING OF THE MONSTERS 
(80 min.-Transworld-1954) First of the Toho 
Japanese monster series; radioactive dinosaur 
Godzilla (originally ‘‘Gojira”) rises from sea 
and lays waste to Tokyo. American-made 
scenes intercut with fair results; technically ok 
and easily the best in the series. Directed by 
Inoshiro [sic] Honda, Raymond Burr, Akira 
Takarada, Momiko Kochi. 

Of further inters! is that when it came to non- 
Godzilla Japanese SFantasies, the CoF critics 
could often be complimentary, as demonstrated 
by the following excerpts from CoF mini- 
reviews; 

BATTLE IN OUTER SPACE ’’Good 
special effects in this epic about invaders 
attacking earth.” (CoF #7, 1965) 

MOTHRA — ’’...spectacular, cleverly made s-f 
movie. A monster picture with charm! 
Gigantic moth, tiny singing girls. Good color, 
trick effects.” (CoF #4. 1964) 

MAJIN, THE MONSTER OF TERROR— 
’’...best directed ’monster’ film so far, it’s no r 
KWAIDAN, but careful production, 
atmosphere, and stunning color.” (CoF #17, 
1970) 

AT' R AGON — ’’Moderately entertaining 
Japanese s-f thriller., .Enough gimmicks for 
several films.” (CoF #7, 1965) 

ROD AN — ’’Though low' on individual 
dramaturgy, it’s the spcl fx dept, responsible, 
of course for Rodan-and all other hardware, 
splashy effects, ctc.-thal lakes all credits for a 
grand display (photographic effects by the 
redoubtable Fiji Tsuburaya).” (CoF #24, 1974) 
Indeed, the blurbs above, coupled with CoF’s 
favorable GODZILLA, KING OF THE 
MONSTERS review, might indicate that 
instead of trading punches, CoF and Godzilla 
should be shaking claws — or should they? 

One characteristic of any tme champion is 
longevity. Editor Cal Beck’s original CoF 
didn’t make it beyond the mid-1970’s, 

(Right) CoF #19. 20 and 21 wraparound 
covers! Can you imagine a wraparound 
cover devoted to Japanese GIANT monster 
movies? Perhaps Druktenis Pubiishing will 
once again revive CoF with issue #36 
devoted to this subject-. 
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shultering up its barred windows and pulling in its drawbridge 
for a good after #25. However, Toho’s Godzilla continued to 
flourish in the eighties, nineties, and two thousands, whereas 
the original Cal Beck CoF did not. Indeed, despite CoF and 
Godzy coming to blows and CoF proving itself to be a 
formidable foe worthy of respect, the judges’ final decision is 
that the winner and still champion of the world is — 
GODZILLA, KING OF THE MONSTERS! 

(NOTE: Of course. CoF was revived in 1999 by SCARY 
MONSTERS’ editor Dennis Druktenis and enjoyed a 
respectable run featuring several fine issues, but they weren't 
from the same producer of the original CoF. However, Ihe 
Godzy movies of the 1990’s and 2000’s WERE from the same 
producer of the original GODZILLA — Toho.) 

WARNING FROM SPACF-A FOND LOOK BACK 

Jm Jj^ARNINC; FROM SPACE (aka THE 
mJmW MYSTERIOUS SATELLITE) is one of those 
WmWm curious examples of 1950's Japanese science 
W W fiction that only played the late night TV circuit, 
but has since been unceremoniously retired to the Old Cinema 
Home of Lost Obscurities. 

Produced by Daici, the same studio that gave the world 
Camera and Majin. WARNING FROM SPACE was released 
to Japanese movie audiences in 1956, and surfaced in the stales 
thanks to AlP-TV, which released the movie to American 
airwaves in Ihe mid-1960’s. In fact, I originally saw the film in 
June 1968 on a Saturday night Late Show (by the way, the 
second feature was VAR.AN THE UNBEEIEV.ABLE). 

The plot involves starfish shaped aliens from the planet Paira 
who come lo Earth to warn us of the perils of nuclear weapons 
and our impending collision with a celestial object. Both 
WHEN WORLDS COLLIDE and early fifties Western SF 
seem to have inspired the story, whose benevolent aliens owe 
more to THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL ’s Klaatu 
than to violent E.T.’s such as THE THING FROM 
ANOTHER WORLD 

The film’s special effects are mostly good for the time; for 
example, back in ‘68, I was quite impressed with a sequence 
(shown twice, the second lime in reverse) of one of the aliens 
transforming into a human being. Other sequences feature 
nicely detailed miniatures and scattered cel-aniinatcd visuals. 
Overall, the movie has 
an undeniable if slightly 
naive charm. For 
example, the one-eyed 
starfish aliens arc 
interesting, but 
unconvincing they arc 
obvious actors in cloth 
costumes who would 
probably be more at home 
on a Saturday morning 
Sid and Marty Krofffs 
show. (In 1968, I was 
dumbstruck by the 
obvious and undetailed 
nature of the alien 
“suits.”) 

Of course, this is just the 
sort of movie that modem 


-day smarly-paints scoffers love to mock, people who arc only 
interested in how “real” a movie looks, but haven’t a clue (and 
couldn't give a Baragon hom) about a movie’s heart or soul, 
Such Philistinian disdain noihwithstanding, WARNING 
FROM SPACE is still a nice little film, and I’m glad Alpha 
Video rescued it from the void by releasing it on DVD. 


MISSION; 

warn etirth of pfsnot X s 
time foi its 
bloody conquosti 


tn COLOR 
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Butch Patrick enters THE HAUNTED GARAGE 



by Scott Uzzel 

E very Halloween, 7373 Bard 
Rd. turns into 1 3 1 
Mockingbird Lane. THE 
HAUNTED GARAGE— 
owned and operated by 
neighbors, Keith Allen and Charlene 
Werts — is a local institution in Tipp 
City, Ohio, Every weekend in 
October, scores of “guest victims” 
venture down our country road to 
revel in one of the finest private 
horror collections in the region. To 
kick off their 13th season of scaring 
and delighting the locals, Keith and 
Charlene decided they wanted to do 
something really over the top. No 
longer content with having life-like 
mannequins of Herman, Grandpa, and 
Eddie Munster, Keith and Charlene 
wanted the real deal — enter Butch 
Patrick, best known for his role as 
TV’s original monster kid, Eddie 
Munster. 

Keith and Charlene contacted Butch 

victl”°To"®help' prorotr' IhE ?*/*?*' f! 

HAUNTED GARAGE, which raises V? f '* nine-year old daughter), Tracy Uzzel 

money to help fight multiple 

sclerosis. As word spread about Eddie Munster’s appearance, „ 12 years old and be on THE MUNSTERS set on a day- 


so too did the scope of Butch’s local activities. Butch’s 
mission expanded from an appearance at THE HAUNTED 
GARAGE to a weekend that included appearances at other 
local haunted attractions and retail stores, a ride in one of THE 
HAUNTED GARAGE’S hearses in the annual Tipp City Mum 
Festival Parade, several local media interviews, and a road trip 
to appear on the “Good Day, Columbus” television show on 
WTTE Fox 28 in Columbus. 

Not every kid can say they live across the street from a 
Haunted Garage, but that’s always been a source of pride for 
my kids. This has led to a family friendship with Keith and 
Charlene, which was about to present the opportunity of a 
lifetime to a guy who grew up watching SHOCK THEATER 
and building Aurora monster models. With their own haunted 
attraction to run, Keith and Charlene needed help getting Butch 
to all of the stops on his itinerary. I was already scheduled to 
drive THE HAUNTED GARAGE’S second hearse in the 
parade. While Keith was taking me for a test drive, he 
mentioned their problem getting Butch around to all of his 
appearances. I volunteered immediately. 

“As soon as I mentioned it, I could see your wheels were 
turning,” Keith said. Indeed, my wheels would keep on turning 
as I spent a day chauffeuring Butch Patrick around southwest 
Ohio and getting to know the man behind the Munster. What 1 
found was a regular guy with an interesting backstory, an 
entrepreneurial spirit, and a gracious manner with his fans. 

So, what was it like growing up Munster? 

“It was a good time,” Butch said. “Who wouldn’t want to be 


to-day basis, with all the great people and great guest stars?” 

“1 was the only kid at Universal,” he said, “so whenever I 
wasn’t working, I could go explore the MCHALE’S NAVY 
lagoon, or go up and see WAGON TRAIN. I was like the 
mascot of the whole studio. Every kid likes to go exploring, 
and when you’re Eddie Munster they don’t turn you away 
because they know you’re supposed to be there.” 

As cool as that must have been, I was just as impressed with 
the access Butch once had to the Washington Senators’ D.C. 
Stadium, later to be renamed RFK Stadium, when his 
stepfather, the late Ken Hunt, played there for the Senators 
during the 1963-1964 seasons.” 

“The only place I wasn’t allowed to go was in the locker room 
after a loss,” Butch said. 

Hunt, whose promising major league career was cut short by a 
shoulder injury, appeared in the “Herman the Rookie” episode 
of THE MUNSTERS, when Leo Durocher tries to recmit 
Herman to play for the Dodgers. 

Despite his extensive screen resume, that included stints on 
THE REAL MCCOYS, MY THREE SONS, LIDSVILLE, 
and dozens of guest appearances on other classic TV shows. 
Butch is as much entrepreneur as actor. If you spend a day 
with him, you will hear the phrase, “You know what would be 
a good idea...” come up frequently. Among the good ideas he 
is most excited about is a coffee table book he is authoring 
celebrating the upcoming 50th anniversary of THE 
MUNSTERS. His enthusiasm for the haunted attractions at 
which he often appears has sparked an interest in possibly 
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opening one of his own. 

Watching with ease with which Butch handled himself while 
being interviewed on the “Good Day, Columbus” television 
show revealed the consummate professionalism that comes 
from living much of one’s life in front of a camera. However, 
the thing that impresses you most after spending time with him 
is the graciousness he exhibits toward his fans. While at a 
Halloween Express store in Columbus, a girl told him how 
disappointed her friend was that she wasn’t going to meet him 
beeause she was at home sick. Butch asked the girl if she had 
her friend’s number in her cell phone. When she told him she 
did, he surprised the girl’s friend with an impromptu phone call 
and sent her an autographed picture. 

Butch’s own cell phone is stocked with an incredible array of 
photos he shared with me. It is a veritable illustrated 
encyclopedia of pop culmrc, with pics of everyone from fellow 
child star Billy Mumy of LOST IN SPACE to the late Davy 
Jones of THE MONKEES. In fact, the picture of Davy was 
taken when Butch was with him just two w'eeks before the 
singer passed away. That w'as stored right next to a still of 
Butch when he appeared on the Christmas episode of THE 
MONKEES television show in 1967. 

Butch’s cell phone also provided a real thrill for me. During 
one of our conversations concerning the cast of THE 
MONSTERS, we started talking about Pat Priest, who took 
over the role of Marilyn Munster from Beverley Owen after 13 
episodes. Butch picked up his cell phone, punches in some 
numbers, and flipped it to me. 

“Get ready to say hi,” he said. 

“Say hi?” 1 asked. “To who?” 

“To Pat Priest. You’d better get ready. She’s going to answer 
the phone.” 

Not only was 1 hanging out with Eddie, but I was about to talk 
to Marilyn! I had to think of something charming in a hurry. 

A voice on the other end said, “Hello.” 

“Marilyn?” 1 asked. 

"Eddie?” She obviously had caller ID. 

“No, this is Scott. Tm driving Butch around Ohio today. He 
just thought he would make one of my childhood fantasies 
come true and hook me up with a phone call to one of my first 
TV crushes.” 

“Oh, you ARE a sweetheart!” she said. 

Charming. 

I’m looking forward to meeting Pat in person soon. She will 
be appearing with Butch just down the interstate from us at the 
HORROR HOL'ND CONVENTION in Cincinnati, March 22 
-24,2013. 

Butch is justifiably proud of the enduring popularity of THE 
MUNSTERS. 

“Nobody had any idea that coming up on 50 years next year it 
would still be around,” he said, “and that it would still be 
popular with a third generation of fans.” 

One point that Butch made about THE MUNSTERS was its 
social relevancy to the changing times of the 1960s when 
America was coming to terms with changing definitions of 
what constituted a “normal” family. The message inherent in 
the show’s premise was that although the Munsters did not look 
like their “normal” suburban neighbors, they were a loving, 
moral family w'hose “abnormal” appearance .scared those who 
didn’t understand them. The show not only dealt with 
redefining views of family, but also raised the issue of racial 
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A fan takes a photo of Butch Patrick in the Tipp City Mum 
Parade. Tipp City. Ohio, September 29. 2012. Butch Patrick 
was riding on the passenger side, while Keith Allen of THE 
HAUNTED GARAGE drove the hearse. 


and e t h n i < 
discrimination, a 
well. Wliether i 
was the inevitabli 
reaction o 
Marilyn’s dates t« 
her family’ 
appearanec. or th 
family bein; 
ostracized by th 
Mockingbiri 
Heights countr 
club, T H 1 
MUNSTERS wa 
sympathetic t 
those whos 
differences kcf 
them on the fring 
of mainstreai 
society. 

Butch has 
strong connectioji 
to another icon of 
the 1 960s that 
burst upon the 
scene in 1964- 
THE BEATLES. 

Butch works with 
Louise Harrison, 

the sister of Bealle George Harrison, in promoting her “Keep 
Music Alive” campaign. “Keep Music Alive” is dedicated to 
supporting music education in schools, where lack of funding 
threatens to deprive students of these opportunities. 

When Allie, my ninc-ycar-old daughter and confirmed 
Monster Kid, first found out that Eddie Munster was going to 
be appearing right across the street from our house, she was as 
excited as if THE BEATLES were coming back. The best 
compliment 1 can pay Butch Patrick is that after getting to 
spend much of the weekend with him, Allie felt as if THE 
BEATLES had indeed come to her liule corner of the world. 


Allie Uirel at THE HAtNTED GARAGE, 
Halloween 2011. little did she know that 
she would be having her picture taken 
with the real Eddie Munster next 
Halloween! (Note Grandpa Munster in the 
casket ear shades of the Dragula!) 




Hi Dennis! 

Since I'm the one that took that SCARY SECRET PHOTO. I 
guess it wouldn’t be fair for me guessing who it is. It was a day 
ril never forget — seeing my favorite Universal Monster movie 
presented by my favorite Horror Host! Svengoolie is not just 
an amazing host but a genuinely magnificent person. If I was 
to write a caption for this picture it would read, “Don’t look 
shocked. Sven! You are loved by many and this amazing issue 
is proof of it!” 

DAVE FUENTES Homewood, IL 


Hi Sam Scare, 

The SCARY SECRET PHOTO??? is none other than the 
legendary horror host and a childhood favorite of mine 
Svengoolie. His show turns a boring Saturday night into a fun- 
tilled monster night, with a good old spooky film plus all the 
crazy skits you can ask for and rubber chickens too! 

Stay Spooky! 

THOMAS J. ELISII JR. Perkasic, PA 


Hi Dennis, 

Just finished reading SCARY MONSTERS #85. Wow, 
another Fangtastic issue! The article WHEN THE HAMMER 
FELL, KAIJU KORNER, JACK PIERCE 
FRANKEN DESIGNER and CALLING THE 
CARR.ADINES were all very interesting and information. 
That’s the main reason SCARY MONSTERS is the #1 
magazine out there, because there’s always something new 
you’ll find out in every jam-packed issue. 

Stay Spooky! 

THOMAS J. ELISH JR. Perkasic. PA 
Hi Dennis! 

Happy Anniversary again! The 21st Anniversary issue (#84) 
blew me away! WHITE ZOMBIE and KONGA arc 2 of my 


Dear SCARY MONSTERS MAGAZINE, 
(Continued from page 7) 

facelift. The 7th floor was totally dedicated to Western books, 
including many movie books and magazines. Now moved to 
the second floor, it has downsized about 50 percent, and shares 
its space with a coffee lounge! The only U.S. horror magazine 
available now is FANGORIA. 

So, I’m happy that after that long agonizing wait, that 
welcome friend comes to my mailbox. I’m never let down! 
SCARY MONSTERS is the Only Rea! Monster Magazine. 
It’s perfect. Unlike everything else, please don’t change. 
Looking forward to issue 86. 

Keep scary, 

NEVILLE CROWHURST Tochigi, JAPAN 


favorite movies! (1 have both on DVD) 

Can’t believe how tall Dylan is getting! It’s 
great that he’s helping you out so much with 
SCARY MONSTERS! 

The pictures and stories of KONGA by Mike 
Bogue were very infonnativc. Michael Gough 
also played BAI’MAN’s butler in the movie 
series with Michael Keaton. 

Dr. Gangrene’s WHITE ZOMBIE article was 
interesting as well as Richard Bojarski’s WHITE 
ZOMBIE NOTES. I always learn something 
new from SCARY MONSTERS. 

The NOTEBOOKS OF FRANKENSTEIN by 
Mark C Glassy was fascinating to read. Great picture of Boris 
Karloff as the monster by the door. Boris Karloff will always 
be the BEST portrayal of the monster! Lots of nice Halloween 
stuff in issue #84 as well as info on STARMAN, MOTHRA. 
ROCKETMAN movies. Jack Pierce. MONSTERPALOOZA 
2012 by Cliff Robertson and more MONSTER MEMORIES 
to share with us diehard baby boomers. 

Now oit to the most current issue— #85! “A Real Monster 
Magazine Enters its 22nd year!” with Jack Pierce on the cover! 

I can’t believe it’s going to be 22 years! Wow! 

Haven’t really got all the way into the issue yet but I’ll skim 


Here* another Dave Fuentes photo shot at the same Sven 
theatre appearance similar to the one used as our SCARY 
SECRET PWTO\n SCARYt^! 
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through it and critique what’s coming up for me. 

First of all, Jack Pierce is the “MAN” when it comes to make 
-up artists, one word tells it all — ’’FRANKENSTEIN!” What 
a brilliant masterpiece! Karloff was made for the part of the 
monster! But Jack Pierce has done so many other classic make 
-up jobs as well, werewolves, mummies, vampires, etc. 
Universal owes a great debt of gratitude to Jack Pierce. 

The SCARY ART by Rick Mountfort is spectacular! He is a 
true artist! WHEN THE HAMMER FELL by Jerry Boyd is 
an eye opener! I’ve always loved the Hammer films. 
Christopher Lee and Peter Cushing will always be remembered 
for this, 

Mike Bogue’s REPTILICUS PART 3 I look forward to 
reading. I’m always up for dinosaur monsters and movie. 
Great pix of REPTILICLS! 

MEETING JULIE ADAMS by Dave Fuentes touches on 
one of my favorite female actors of all time. The pix of Karloff 
in the make-up chair with Jack Pierce! Wow! Dr. Gangrene 
does it again with this article! Definitely a must read! 

I really enjoy MAZZA’S SCARY STILLS! Rare photos you 
don’t find elsewhere! Kent R. Daluga’s BANNERS 
LOOMED L.ARGE is a must read! SHE-MONSTER, 
WEREWOLF OF LONDON, SHE CREATURE, 
HIDEOUS SUN DEMON, IT CONQUERED THE 
WORLD (our editor’s favorite). Wow! I’ve got a lot of 
homework to catch up on . 

CALLING ALL CARRADINES by Jack Gourlay looks 
interesting! John Carradine was great, but very underrated as 
well as his sons David and Keith Carradine. All great actors! 

The TOM CORBETT saga by Dennis P. Mitchell 1 definitely 
have to read. I was curious about this series. I vaguely 
remember seeing some of it as a kid. I always check out 
Johnny Scareshocks’ news column. He hit the nail on the head 
about the GRIMM series. I bought the first season on DVD. 
Love it! So does my wife. 

Wow! I’m just babbling’ on here like crazy! Before I forget, 
the SCARY SECRET PHOTO is of Svengoolie, alias Rich 
Koz. An icon ofTV as far as I'm concerned! Sven is fantastic! 
Latest 1 heard that after his heart attack he is back at home and 
fine and resting. Don’t know when he’s returning to ME-TV 
but soon 1 hope. Although I am partial to Marvin of SHOCK 
THEATER Channel 7 from the 50’s, Sven is definitely the 
number 1 horror host today! He’s been around for years 20 or 
30 or so. He’s paid his dues. Jerry G. Bishop passed the 
Svengoolie title over to Rich Koz many years ago as Rich Koz 
was at first SON OF SVENGOOLIE. A well deserved honor 
for Rich Koz. When it comes to being a horror host Rich Koz 
is a genius! He’s the backbone of the Svengoolie show. 

I’m sure Rich Koz does most of the writing as well as other 
chores for the show. My wife and I look forward every 
Saturday night to watching Svengoolie. What more could you 
ask for'.’ Classic Sci-Fi/monster movies, funny skits, clever 
funny songs about the monsters and/'or movies. Sven does 
some great impressions as well. I love when Sven 
superimposes his face in part ot the movie and makes a funny 
line about what’s coming up, 

Sven also gives you interesting antidotes about the actors, 
movies and monsters. I alw'ays learn stuff I didn’t know 
before. Sven does a great Groucho Marx impression! And 
anyone who likes The Stooges, The Marx Bros,, Abbott and 
Costello, Laurel and Hardy, classic monsler/sci-fi movies and 


is very, very fiinny is ok with us baby boomers as well as 
everyone else. 

Rich Koz has touched all of our hearts and our funny bones as 
well. We’re very forhmatc to have him as a horror host. We 
miss him and wish him a speedy recovery. I heard Sven’s 
getting a new coffin and a new' set. I hope so! He deserves it! 
Come back Sven! We .MISS YOU! 

Boy is my hand getting tired from writing! But it’s been 
worth it! Well, got to call it quits Dennis! Take care and keep 
the scares and magazines coming! I really enjoy them! 
Sincerely, 

LARRY SAUNDERS Burbank, IL 


Dear SCARY MONSTERS, 

This is in response to Terry Thompson’s article THE 
MUNSTER KOACH & DRAG-U-LA in the MONSTER 
MEMORIES 2012 issue. He ended his article asking if 
anyone knows where the DRAG-U-LA is now?... 

Well, I think I can answer that question.... It is on display at 
THE HOLLYWOOD STAR CARS MUSEUM in 
Gatlinburg, Tennessee (www.starcarstn.com). 

I had a chance to visit the museum a few years ago and was 
thrilled when I rounded the comer and there it was “THE 
DRAG-U-LA.” And according to the website, they now have 
the original “1966 
BATMOBILE” from the 
TV show. If you are ever 
in the Gatlinburg area, be 
sure to check it out, it’s 
definitely worth the price 
of admission. 

Thank you for another 
great issue of SCARY 
MONSTERS and 
happy 20TH 
ANNIVERSARY! 

Keep up the great work. 

JODY VALYOU 
Wingdale, NY 
P.S. T have attached 
photos of the DRAG-U- 
LA and some others from 
the museum. ..Enjoy! 
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DRAGUIA and the GHOSTBUSTERS ear on display at the 
HOUYWOOD STAR CARS MUSEUM in Gatlinburq. Tennessee. 

(Photos courtesy of Jody Valyou.) 


I have been watching Svengoolie on Saturday nights since I 
was a kid. I am now 35 with 4 kids of my own, and I now 
watch Sven with them. Svengoolie and a bag of Jalepeno 
Krunchers potato chips have been my Saturday night routine 
for years. I love Svengoolie, and 1 hope that the show stays on 
forever!!!!!!!!!! 

SVENGIRL4 life!!! AMETHYST HENDERSON 


Well, I guess Mister Rogers said it best when he said that there 
is no one else like you in this whole wide world, and that there 
never will be another one like you every again. 

The same thing can be said of Svengoolie, aka Rich Koz. 
And you know, it’s funny, when I was just a child, there was a 
Philadelphia TV station called WKBS-TV Channel 48. They 
had a monster movie block called CREATURE DOUBLE 
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I’m 42 years old. I lived in Chicago until I was 12 and every 
Friday night I got to watch Svengoolie that if I'm not mistaken 
he was named Son of Svengoolie then. hen I was 1 2 we 
moved to Phoenix, Arizona and obviously 1 couldn't see 
Svengoolie anymore. I had to live with lilvira Mistress of the 
Dark. For over 20 years I’ve missed Svengoolie. I recently 
moved to the Boston area and have an 8 month old little boy. 
Recently I rediscovered Svengoolie on ME-TV on cable. I’m 
so happy to share a precious childhood memory with my new 
son. I know that Sven will have another fan in a few years and 


FEATURE! One day, I tuned in and found this comical guy 
who looks like those mustached-twirling villains in the 
melodramas, who had just given up on villainy and decided to 
become a horror vampire movie host. Now, when I saw him, I 
did not know his name, and all 1 knew is the name of the show, 
which is CREATURE DOUBLE FEATURE. Now that I 
have gotten older, just last year 1 rediscovered him and finally 
found out his name was first Son of Svengoolie and later was re 
-christened Svengoolie. I would not have ever found him again 
and knew his name had it not been for that wonderful 
technological feat called YouTube! 

Svengoolie, wherever you are, I Just wanted to let you know 
you are the greatest talented person that ever was and I hope 
that you will make a full recovery as soon as possible even if 
you no longer spot that accent of yours! 

With Love — JENN W. received via Scaremail@aol.com 


When 1 was 5 (1971), 1 was a huge fan of the original 
Svengoolie (Jerry G. Bishop) and was very disappointed when 
his show went off the air in 1973. In 1979, 1 was excited to see 
in the TV Guide that the Son of Svengoolie would premiere 
and there as a request for the submission of jokes, questions, 
etc. Since I had a cheesy monster joke book at the time (1 was 
13), I happily submitted my letter, never thinking it would 
actually be read on air. 

1 was never more thrilled than to have the Son of Svengoolie 
read my joke on his mail bag during one of his debut shows in 
1979. 1 was equally shocked when 1 happened to be watching 
some old Son of Svengoolie clips on FuzzyMemories TV and 
saw the actual segment in which he read ray joke. What a great 
memory revisited . Check it out on YouTube at 2.10 at 

www.youbtue.coin''walch?v=cbWOnkGmySg 

SHAWN C. LASZLO 


1 hope for a long time. 
ELGIN MOIST 


Hello. 

Every Saturday night is our time to watch Sven. My son, 
Lucas has been a fan since 2 and looks forward to it every 
week. Even better is the chance to meet the man in the hat! 
Here is his first time meeting his horror hero. This was at a 
Brookfield Zoo event a year or two ago. Yes, that’s a mini 
rubber chicken in Lucas’ hand. Sven signed it to match the 
large one dad has. 

THANKS! 

JIM CURRIE 


Dennis, 

Greetings and salutations! (Those are sort of the same thing, 
arenTthey? Drat!) 

Any'way, Tm writing because I got wind (no, I didn t break 
wind!) of your upcoming Svengoolie tribute for SCARY 
MONSTERS MAGAZINE and I wanted to be sure I 
submitted something for your perusal and consideration. 

Two Halloweens ago (Halloween, 2011), my wife and I had a 
difficult time coming up with a last-minute Halloween costume 
idea. Usually we plan things out way in advance, but because 
of the hectic schedules of that year and a few financial hurdles, 
we didn’t plan ahead appropriately. We were fretting about 
what to do since we were having a Jack O Lantern carving 
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Dennis: 

Per your request, I'm sending a photo for issue #87 of my 
wife Diane and I with Svengoolic, taken in October 2011. 
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party in a few days and we still had no costumes. 
Then. ..inspiration struck! 

While watching Svengoolie, the idea came to me: why not 
dress a.s iny all-time favorite horror movie host! After all, 1 
was born and raised in the Chicagoland area, I’d been a Sven 
devotee for years, and I figured it would be a nice tribute to 

him. So, we pieced my 
costume together within 
two days and on the 
night of our party.. .the 
Grandson of Svengoolie 
was bom! He made the 
rounds of our party 
accompanied by his best 
friend. ..his bonchcad 
chum, Cal C. Yumm! 

The next Spring, while 
watching Svengoolie on 
the local Southern 
California U affiliate, 
my wife got the idea to 
submit the picture to 
Sven himself for his 
enjoyment. To my 
surprise, not only did he 
respond favorably to me 
and my wife, he also chose the picture as the Svengoolie 
Newsletter ‘’Picture of the Month” for April, 2012. 
Additionally, the pic was featured on his show a few weeks 
later! The ultimate honor for this Svengoolie fan! 

So. I hope you enjoy my tribute to Svengoolie and Tombstone 
and I hope that maybe you'll consider using it a.s a tribute to the 
legendary Svengoolie. 

I hanks in advance for your time and consideration and I wish 
you much luck and fun putting the issue together! I can't wait 
to read it! 

Kindest regards, 

LITO VELASCO 


We VC been regular wmtehers of Sven for so many years now 

ALLE.N DEBUS 


I found out you wanted some content through the Svengoolic 
facebook page, and so here is my submission. .Attached is a 
drawing 1 did sometime las! year when someone said that 
everything seemed to have a “My Little Pony” fanart version of 
it floating around online. .And thus a Svengoolie MY LITTLE 
PO.\' Y drawing was created. Enjoy the weirdness of it! 
LINDSAY M. KOZAK 


Just a picture of me wearing my Sven Shirt. 
CHUCK JARMAN Bump in the Night, CA 





Hone 


oecpR 
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Here is my submission, something “Sven-related.” Just 
thought rd share Svengoolic Fumpkinlicad boy with you. 1 
watch Svengoolic every week! Bom and raised in Chicago, 1 
grew up watching Svengoolie and The Koz Zone! 

Thank you. 

ALBERTO CALEZ 


‘Cause it's a joke, you sec.. . 
DONNA SWEENEY Sven 
Fan for over 30 years! 

I have also submitted this 
pic to Sven and he showed it 
on his show saying 
something to the effect he 
hoped the glow in the dark 
material didn't do that to my 
hair! 

I’m a big Sven fan. I love 
his show as he shares 
information about the 
movies on his show. Also 
he has a “weird” sense of 
humor and it looks like he's 


having fun! 
CATHY OTT 
Waterford, WI 


Creature Feature! 
ANNETTE KELLY 


Being raised in the 
Chicago land area 1 
grew up watching 
Svengoolie/Son of 
Svengoolie. If I 
remember correctly I 
believe he aired 
Friday nights on 
Channel 32. Between 
Svengoolie on 
Fridays and Creature 
Features Saturday 
night on Channel 9 
my weekend was 
complete. I've since 
moved from the Chicago land area but Fm very happy to sec 
Svengoolie being aired again on ME TV, it brings back a lot of 
good memories. 

SCOTT T IMMONS 
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I saw the post on Facebook regarding the April issue with 
Sven, I have attached a drawing I did that was on the show two 
years ago and has since been signed by Sven himself. I would 
love a chance to get the picture out there. 

Thanks, 

KEVIN BIXBY 

Greetings! When I read Koz’s post on Facebook, I knew I had 

to be part of this! Attached is a tribute image I made of Sven; 
done with India ink, a brash, and colored on photoshop. Sven 
is a big influence on my art in general so I’m more than thrilled 
to submit this in his honor. 

ALEX “VB” 


CINEMA INSOMNIA and of course was hooked. I grew up 
in the 70s-80s and remember the horror hosts like Dr. Creep 
from my hometown of Dayton, and Sammy Terry over our new 
cable TV. I thought I was dreaming when I found Svengoolie 
on ME-TV, (another host!) added to our area when we lived at 
Ft. Leavenworth. Again, the Colonel was away, and I’m trying 
to describe on the phone a guy in a hat having rubber chickens 
flung at him and singing parodies. Since James became a 
Sleepless Knight upon returning from the Siniti, he trusted me 
on this one! He is deployed yet again for a year (8 months to 
go) and asks me each week what movie Sven is doing. 
Sometimes I send photos of the TV with the show on it via 
email. What he wants most, being stuck in Kuwait is to be 
home watching horror hosts with me and the cats! 

HEIDI CRABTREE 


we L 
Svengoolie. 
were Mr. and Mrs, 
Svengoolie 
Halloween. When I 
met him at Tom & 
Eddie’s in Lombard, 
1 was Svengoolina. 
He is an ICON!!!! 
LYNN CILELLA 
Villa Park, IL 


While looking for something on TV one night while my 

husband was on a 12-month deployment, I stumbled upon 
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Per your Facebook request. 

Peace, 

BUDDY CASANOVA 








My name is Dr. Mike and I live in Madison, Wi and I love 
Svengoolie, here's a photo of me at Halloween with my helper 
greeting trick or treaters. 

...Going to do it again next year. 


liuiuui. « movies ..pw. . - 

skits and jokes from Vampire Carpets (a spoof on Empire 
Carpets long before they went national) to the iconic cry of 
'‘Beccceerwyyyyyn!” that made the show such a particularly 
Chicago experience. As a result, the show and Sven himself 
became major touchstones to my childhood as I grew up and 
moved out of the city and into my adult life. It also served as a 
memory of time spent with my mom; we would watch together 
and shared an unnatural love of rubber chickens as a result. 
Some kids who grew up in Chicago in the 80s remember Bozo 
the Clown ... I remember Svengoolie. 

I talked about the show for years to others and remembered 
Sven fondly, and was unbelievably excited when he showed up 
on our local ME-TV station last year— now nearly 40 and 
living in Colorado, 1 can enjoy Sven again! More importantly I 
can share the show, and through it my childhood, with my 
daughter. Though 1 probably laugh more than she does (since 
the old jokes are still in play, and thank goodness for that) we 
have really enjoyed w'atching it together. I was also able to 
introduce my boyfriend to the show, and he got to surprise me 
with the news of Sven’s arrival on our airwaves. He has 
become a huge fan, and our shared love of the show has been a 
wonderful new chapter in my life as a child of Son of 
Svengoolie. 

I’m so grateful for Rich’s work and how much joy he’s given 
me and so many others over the years. Congratulations to him 
on his success, and I hope he knows how much he s loved! 

Again I can’t thank you'enough for this Iributc. I 11 keep an 
eye out for issue #87. 

JAIME BIRREN 


I have been watching Svengoolie since his 
Channel 32 days and have been luck to meet 
him twice at 
autograph 
signings. 

He is 

always a 
class act 
with all his 
fans. 

RAUL CRUZ 

Continued on Page 003.... 


My Sven photo. 

USA DULAITIS 


dere’s my Svengoolie tattoo 1 got in 2009 for my mother who 
Drought me up watching him every Saturday. Very good 
memories and 1 just recently added “Ber wyn” under it for the 
town 1 was born and raised! 

Cllad Sven is back and doing grrrr-cat! 

CHUCK BARCIK 


Thank you so much for doing this 
tribute! Though 1 don't have any 
pictures to submit (other than a 
screenshot of Vampire Carpets, see : 
attached -credit to fuzzymcinories.tv 
who collected all sorts of videos — Sven 
another Chicago memories— and 
posted them to YouTube), I wanted to 
share my memories of growing up with 
Son of Svengoolie. 

I've been watching Sven since I was a 
! 0-year-old living in Chicago, a fact 
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m SCffRE'S 

GHOULISH GIGGLES! 

Parti 

by Jerry Boyd 

Sam Scare and Scary$auru$ have been checiring 
out Dennis copies of MONSTERS TO LAUGH 
WITH and MONSTER MADNESS-and NOW they 
want to show SCARY MONSTERS readers they 
can come up with GHOULISH GIGGLES! of their 
own-some with a modern twist (Jerry Boyd 
helped them!) 
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WHArW^ rom YOU'Rf All OUT Of 

IIAllOWllWTIWATt??!!^^^/- /t/ 


CHECK out my WEB 
OF SCARES pre- 
code horror comics 
collections on page 
159 / 


I CAN'T BClICVC TIICY YOTCD W Off Of 
BANCINC Wmi TNE TTAM!' 
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Svengoolfe 

Th€ Foumme Ptiesciaee fs nuutseiUMMeo, 


by Dan siciliano webmaster-SVENGOOLIE-NATION 
ju J^hat is it about local TV personalities that makes 
mJMW them so special? It’s not the fact that they are 
WrWr more talented than national celebrities on 

W W television. It’s not the fact that the exude more 

flair or piz/azz (in most cases they have tar less to work with 
than their national counterparts). The simple fact that they arc 
a part of YOUR local culture and community, they are 
exposed to the same commercials on TV that you arc, eat at the 
same places and shop at the same stores makes them much 
closer to you than any national TV or movie star could ever be. 
This just happens to be the case with one very special 
“goolie.” Rich Koz, aka “Son of Svengoolic,” aka. Just 
Svengoolie. has become more than Just a crazy late night horror 
host (although most of the time he IS), his very name has 
become synonymous with one great city since 1979. Simply 
put, Svengoolie is Chicago and Chicago would be far less of a 
place without Svengoolie. 

How' can one who grew up in ChiTow'n even begin to think ot 
all the culture and people w'ho make up Chicago without 
thinking of Svengoolie. He’s been around almost as long as the 
John Hancock building or the Sears tower (well, not quite at 
long), but he certainly is just as famous and popular. WTien 
Jerry G. Bishop took to the UIIF airways as host of 
SCREAMING YELEOW THEATER very early in 1970, 
'asting but only a few short 
/ears, little did he know how 
nstmmcntal he would be in 
treating a Chicago icon that 
vould have a foundation that 
las lasted for two 
venerations, ..and counting. 
Both men had a knack for 
connecting with their 
audiences, making them feel 
part of a big family, laughing 
at each other, themselves and 
those around them, they 
knew how to have fun and it 
showed. Watch some video 
of Jerry G.’s SCREAMING 
YELLOW THEATER and 
within the first few moments, 
you will become mesmerized 
with the man, the myth and 
the legend that was, and still 
is, Jerry G. Bishop, “Papa’’ 
Sven. 

His “Son.” Rich, has just as 


When Jerry G. Bishop took to the UHt airways as 
SCREAMING YELLOW THEATER very early in 1970, lasting 
but only a few short years, little did he know how 
instrumental he would be In creating a Chicago icon that 
would have a foundation that has lasted for two 
generations...and counting." 


much appeal, so much that one cannot help but be drawn in to 
the crazy, wild world of the “Svengoolies.” The Emmy award 
winning horror host, Rich K.oz as “Svengoolie” is so popular, 
that his tens of thousands of fans (now nationwide on ME-TV) 
simply refuse to lei him go. 

Over the years, Svengoolic has poked fim at more local 
businesses and celebrities than one can count, creating classic 
parodies that still evoke a “laugh out loud” reaction even today. 
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Way back in 1979. shortly after “Son of’ hit the WPLD 
airwaves, having grown up in the Chicago area, I remember 
how thrilled I was when Sven read MY name for MY birthday 
on the air! WOW! How many others felt the same way, and 
once again to state an overused (and maybe trademarked) 
phrase, .leny and Rich ARE truly “Chicago’s Very Own." 

I moved away from Chicago in my 20’s, but as they say “You 
can take the man out of Chicago, but you can’t take Chicago 
out of the man. People like us, not only watch Svengoolie on 
TV today with a sense of nostalgia or anticipation of humor, we 
watch him with a sense of pride. Pride in knowing not only has 
he lasted so long, but pride in the fact he is and always will be 
one of “us.” 

1 always had a place in my heart for people like Svengoolie, 
Ray Rayner, Frazier Thomas and of course Bob Bell as the 
incomparable Bozo the clown. These people w'cre more than 
just TV hosts, they w'erc PART of ME. They helped shape 
who [ am today. Heck, they were in our living rooms 
practically every day. They made us laugh, cry, taught us w'ho 
we were and how to be the. best we can be. Most are ju.st 
memories now, but one man, one institution, is still standing, 
going strong. 

Svengoolie has achieved what most local and national 
celebrities can only hope for, sustainability, dedicated, loyal 
followers and new audiences who, like their parents, hold a 
special place in their hearts for someone whom they regard as a 
part of the family.” I often hear Rich Koz speak very humbly 
about his career and his fans, but deep down, at least 1 hope, he 
knows and understands how much he means to us, his fans and 
to Chicago. Rich, 1 raise a glass to you, a toast, to a man who 
has paved an unselfish road, walking side by side with his fans 
for almost 35 years, 
never letting us down. 

Always remember, that 
no matter what, we will 
ALWAYS be along 
side YOU, cheering, 
laughing and just 
having loads of fim 
along the way. And, 
you know what? This 
road doesn't seem to be 
ending any time soon! 


vnwuTc/ vnecR out me 


Did I somehow remember this when I created the SCARY 
MONSTERS letters column in 1991? — D.J.D. 


SCANY B7/ 
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s website at: 
www.svenqoolie.tvheaven.com and Sven’s official website 
at: www.$ ven 900 fte.com 
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12. Restless Reflections 


by bob Jsiatzer 

“m 


by Bob Statzer 

~ uch!” Van Helsing swore beneath his breath as he 
I nitked himself with the razor. Dropping the blade 
^ into the washbasin, his hand froze in mid-gesture 
as he reached for some sticking plaster to stop the 
bleeding. In the mirror he saw the cut close over and heal itself 
Retrieving the razor, he held his free hand up and deliberately sliced 
his empty palm. Barely had blood started oozing out when the wound 
sealed shut. His condition was growing worse. 

After escorting Christine back to the academy earlier that week, Van 
Helsing had noticed his night vision vastly improved, penetrating 
deeper into the darkness without the aid of illumination. Even his 
hearing had become enhanced, allowed him to hear whispers through 
the wall. And then there was the oral abnormality. At first he thought 
his gums were starting to pull back from his teeth, but a closer 
inspection revealed this was just an illusion caused by the gradual 
extension of his cuspids. While he had been able to hide that from his 
companions, there had been no way to cover his increasing pallor. 
Leaving his room. Van Helsing found Wellington, Major Arcana and 
Gcnral Spielsdorf clustered about the general’s desk. •'I’ve sent down 
for breakfast this morning,” Spielsdorf explained in answer to Van 
Helsing’s inquiring look. ‘‘We’ve things to discuss that would be 
better unheard by other ears.” 

As Van Helsing sat down to join them in the wait for room service, 
he was acutely aware the general w'as studying him intently for any 
sign of change. Noticing the look of realization on Van Helsing’s 
face, Spielsdorf abruplly stopped his silent inspection. “Do not 
despair, my young friend; our battle is not lost, but only bcginnmg. 
There is cause for concern. Wellin^on’s encounter with Carmilla 
confirms she is here in Buda-Pesl, which is a mixed blessing, ll means 
she is dose at hand, which narrows our search to this city, but it also 
means she has a purpose.. .to claim you for her own. 

“Buda-Pcst is no crossroad village,” Van Helsing observed. Even if 
she remains in this area, finding her won’t be easy.” 

Spielsdorf gave him a reassuring smile. “Even in such a city as this, 
she can find only limited sanctuary. We know she fled Bathory's 
estate with but one coffin, and it is to that one single coffin she must 
ultimately return.” 

Van Helsing nodded. “The legends say Ihc vampire must sleep in its 
native soil or earth taken from its grave. But where would .she hide 
something as conspicuous as a coffin?” 

“Oh Lord,” Wellington said. “It could be tucked away in any one of 
a thousand basements or attics!” 

Arcana shook his head. “No. A vampire may only enter a house 
after first being invited freely by someone who resides there. It’s not 
like an unwanted cousin showing up on your doorstep with their 
luggage and you have an obligation to let them stay, 

“But once they have been invited, they can come and go at will, 
Spielsdorf reminded him. “The vampire can also seek refuge in 
unhallowed ground, such as a desanclified churchyard or the grave of 
a suicide. It will be like hunting for Ihe proverbial needle in the 
haystack, but we benefit in that our ‘needle’ will be hunting for us 


with the same passion that w'e hunt for her." 

“Hopefully we find her first,” Wellington said. 

It doesn’t matter who finds who, so long as we are the better prepared 
when our paths cross,” Arcana replied. 

“Quite,” Spielsdorf said with a nod. “And information may be the 
most important weapon in our arsenal. The vampire is an unnatural 
creature; as such, it is in conflict with nature. As Bram here 
discovered at Bathory’s estate, vampires cast no reflection or shadow. 
Nor can they cross running water under their owu power, but must be 
conveyed via carriage across a bridge or by ship across the waves. Yet 
there are some aspects of nature these things can control, influencing 
the elements to summon storms or commanding predatory animals and 
nocturnal beasts. And they can even assume the form of certain 
animals, such as the wolf or bat or moth.” 

“I’ve seen them dissolve into mist,” Van Helsing said. 

‘■Yes, they can dematerialize.” Arcana leaned forward, looking Van 
Helsing directly in the eye. "But keep in mind their supernatural 
abilities arc almost matched by their sheet physical power. The 
vampire has the strength of many men, imbued with the life force of 
their victims' blood. Carmilla may look like a mere girl, but she is slill 
a formidable foe even without the use ot magic.” 

Wdlington looked over at Van Helsing. “Sounds like the deck’s 

Stacked against US this time.” 

“We are not without trump cards against the vampire,” Spielsdorf 
said. “They are repelled by religious relics and the sacraments, as wuil 
as Ihe branches of Ihe wild rose, from which Christ’s crown of thorns 
was woven. And there are certain plants and herbs, such as garlic or 
onion or even the humble mustard seed, which will prevent their 
passage.” 

“1 know about the historical use of medicinal herbs,” Van Helsing 
said. “But what is it about these particular plants that vampires fear?' 

Spielsdorf shrugged. “It is hard to sift fact from folklore. Many 
cultures have herbs sacred to their religions. Perhaps there are other 
plants equally effective against the undead.. .we have only taken the 
first few steps in developing science out of such superstitions, and we 
slil! have much to Icam.” 

“Garlic and onion.” Wellington shuddered. ‘Those will keep more 
than just the vampires away.” 

A knock al the door announced the arrival of their meal. Barely had 
the pair of hotel staff started to set up when a second knock sounded 
and the door was thrown open before anyone could respond. Father 
Florescu stood in the doorway, his eyes worriedly searching the room. 

“You’re just in time to join us for....” Spielsdorfs voice trailed oft 
as he noticed the expression on the priest’s face. “WTiat is it, Father? 
“Dr. Paolo: is he here?” Florescu asked. 

Spielsdorf and Arcana exchanged a glance before the general replied. 
“No, I’ve not seen him since yesterday. Why?” 

“Wc were to meet this morning, but he never arrived and he never 
sent word that he would be delayed.” 

“He may have been called away on an emergency,” Van Helsing 
said. "An occupational hazard for a medical man.” 

“I’d thought of that,” Florescu said with a nod. “But his servants tell 
me he never returned last night.” 

“It could still be a professional obligation,” Wellington pointed out. 
“Have you checked the hospital to see if he had been called in to 
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consult on a case?” 

Relief filled Florcscu’s face. ’‘No, I’d not thought of that. Given 
what we arc dealing with, I fear I suspected something sinister.” 

"Hicir work finished, the hotel servants took their leave. General 
Spicl.sdorf was about to speak when yet another rap-tap-tap at the door 
silenced him. Opening the door, he found the hotel’s concierge 
standing in the hallway with a parcel in his hands. 

I have a package for Abraham Van Helsing,” the concierge 
explained. “J was told I would find him here.” 

“I m Van Helsing,” the student said, standing. 

Spielsdorf took the parcel from the concierge and, after giving him a 
gratuity, shut the door behind the employee before handing over the 
bundle to its intended recipient. 

“It’s not quite Christmas,” Van Helsing said, shaking the package in 
hopes of identifying the contents by sound. 

“From Christine?” Wellington asked. 

Van I lelsing glanced at the top of the package. “It doesn’t say.” 

I here s a note tucked into the wrapping paper,” Spielsdorf 
observed. 

Sitting the box on the table. Van Helsing opened the envelope and 
read its contents, frowning slightly before reading it aloud. “The 
perfect gift for an anatomy student. Remember that mine already 
belong-s to you.” He set the letter aside and opened the package, only 
to quickly shut it and shove it away. “It's a heart!” Van Helsing 
gasped, trying not to retch. “A human heart!” 

“I’d bet my good eye it belonged to our missing physician,” Arcana 
said, giving a knowing look a Spielsdorf as Father Florescii crossed 
himself 

A message from Carmilla,” Spielsdorf said grimly, “letting us know 
.she knows where we are.” 

'■She said she would use me to get to each of you,” Van Helsing said. 
Yesterday afternoon I went to Dr. Paole, to see if he would taken 
another sample of niy blood. Carmilla must have followed me and I 
led her straight to him.” 

A sample of blood?” Wellington asked. 

I ye been keeping track of the changes under the microscope.” Van 
Helsing was silent for a moment, and then looked at General 
Spielsdorf as he pulled his lips away from his teeth to show the 
elongated canines. ‘Tm becoming more and more like her.” 

“No, Bram; not like her. Carmilla was no victim; she sought out this 
existence.” 

Van Helsing shook his head. “It doesn’t matter the path taken, the 
destination remains the same.” 

You have yet to reach that destination, my young friend.” 
Spielsdorf ge.stured to the breakfast before them. ‘’Come, let us eat. 
Wc can plan better on a full stomach.” 

The very sight and smell of the food made Van Helsing’s insides 
knot up. “I’m not hungry...rm hardly ever hungry. There's just this 
thirst that no amount of water or wine ever quenches.” 

Van Helsing grabbed his cloak from a nearby chair and started to 
leave. The door was halftv'ay open when he felt a hand on his arm 
stop him. Whirling at the interruption, his eyes glowed lik&livc coals 
as he found himself face-to-face with Wellington. Almost 
immediately the helli.sh light faded from them as his friend stepped 
back in alarm. Before anyone had a chance to say or do anything Van 
Helsing rushed from the room, dashing down the hallway to the 
staircase. Wellington started to go aft^r him, but was stopped by 
Spielsdorfs sonorous voice. 

Let him go, Gerald. During the daylight hours Cannilla’s influence 
will be weak. He needs to be alone for a while and the cold air will 
help to clear his mind. Unlike most victims of the vampire, he is 
aware of what is happening to him. It is a heavy burden to bear, but it 
may allow him to be on guard against any unusual urges.” 

Father Florescu shook his head. “I admit I’ve not had the experience 
you have had with these creatures, she might try to amange a 
rendezvous with him while he’s away from us.” 

Spielsdorf thought for a moment, and then nodded. “Go after him. 
Arcana, but keep out of sight. If he knows you arc nearby, then 


Carmilla might know it as well.” 

© 

Van Helsing’s wanderings took no particular path, but became a 
walking tour of random memories as he found himself drawn to places 
from his past. After roaming the grounds of the university, the collar 
of his cloak turned up to hide hi.s face in case he encountered any 
former classmates, he found himself strolling along streets usually 
only visited after dark. Although he passed many a familiar tavern, he 
avoided looking in the windows for fear of seeing — or being greeled 
by— acquaintances. During the course of the last week he had found 
himself less and less inclined to spend time with others, growing 
agitated and restless within a mailer of minutes during a conversation. 
Eventually Van Helsing’s steps turned toward Batthyany-erdo, where 
more than one dawn had seen student's sabers cross over the love of a 
lady. Ironically, more than one duel had shown more passion lhan the 
achial romance that had inspired the conflict. (After one such 
skirmish, the object of desire eloped with one of the seconds.) The 
park looked desolate now, the dark bark of Ihe trees glistening with a 
glaze of ice on bare branches that clawed at the grey skies. 

Pausing at the edge of a frozen pond. Van Helsing tested Ihe icy 
surface with the hell of his boot to determine if it might take his 
weight as he listened for the sounds of Ihe one who followed him. 
Although he had yet to determine Ihe identity, Van Hclsing’s acute 
hearing had picked up the sounds of distant footsteps upon entering 
the park. How long he had been followed he could not .say, as there 
had been too many sounds in the city for him to delect an unseen 
companion earlier. Then came the female voice behind him. 

“It's thick enough to skate upon, if that's your fancy.” 

Van Helsing turned and was surprised to find himself being 
addressed by a girl with emerald green eyes and copper-colored curls. 
Her cloak, while not threadbare, had seen better days. Although she 
wore more make-up than was necessary, he found the effect not 
unattractive. 

“Were you expecting someone else?” she asked, looking about lo 
make sure no one was approaching. “I wouldn’t want to interrupt a 
tryst.” 

“No, I....” Van Helsing’s voice trailed off and his eyes narrowed in 
suspicion. “Why are you following me?” 

I was coming out of the Golden Peacock as you walked by.” The 
girl shrugged. “I liked what I saw...and you looked lonely. I’m 
Schnaufen.” 

That s an unusual name.” Van Helsing said. 

“I’m an unusual girl.” Schnaufen adjusted the collar of her cloak, 
carefully but casually allowing it to open enough to give Van Helsing 
a glimpse of ample bosom. “You still haven’t told me your name.” 

Van Helsing,” he said, trying to appear nonchalant. “Abraham Van 
Helsing. My friends call me Bram.” 

I can be very friendly, Bram." Van Helsing stared at the vein at the 
base of her throat, noticing how it quivered w-ith each beat of her heart. 
Believing it was a slightly lower pan of her anatomy that had attracted 
his attention, Schnaufen smiled. Stepping forward, she whispered 
“Very friendly indeed” just before kissing him. Her smile widened 
and she tilted her head back as he caressed her jawlinc with a series of 
short kisses before his mouth moved down to gently graze the tender 
flesh of her Ihroat. Suddenly the girl found herself yanked away from 
her potential customer, landing unceremoniously upon her derrierc in 
the snow as Major Arcana confronted Van Helsing. 

“You young fool, what are you doing?” Arcana demanded. 

Who s this, your father?” Schnaufen asked, indignant at the 
interruption. 

Arcana Uimed on her. “If I were your father. I’d have you across my 
knee for a good spanking.” 

“That costs extra,” Schnaufen replied. 

As Arcana drew his saber, Schnaufen scrambled to her feet and went 
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scurrying off with a yelp. The major relumed the blade lo its sheath, 
trying to hide his amusement. Remembering Van Helsing, all traces 
of humor quickly dissipated. Turning to the student. Arcana grew 
grim. “I wasn’t aware your agenda for this afternoon included tea and 
strumpets.” • j 

Van Helsing’s tone was defensive. ‘ i/je kissed me. 

“Don’t you understand the danger? You were intccted with 
vampirism by Carmilla’s blood. Tlow’ do you know exposure to 
another bodily lluid w'on't spread the contagion? As a medical man. 
can you say with certainty that if any saliva was exchanged betw-een 
the two of W during a kiss she’s not at risk?” Arcana turned to look 
off in the direction Schnaufen had disappeared. “A kiss trom you 
could curse her, condemning her to become one of the undead. And 
there’s an even greater danger to yourself.” Arcana glanced back at 
Van Helsing ancf winked. ‘The wrath of Christine if she catches you 
with another w’oman.” , _ . . , i • i. i u 

“I....” Van Helsing’s voice trailed off and he felt his cheeks burn 
with cmbatrassmenl. , . , . t 

i know,” Arcana said sympathetically, “that wasn t lust I saw m 
vour eyes; it w-as hunger. But try explaining the ditTerenccs between 
an adulterer and a vampire to a jealous woman, and see how quickly 
she starts lobbing pots and pans and various other household items at 
your head.” ,» . • ^ j 

“The voice of experience?” Van Helsing asked. 

Arcana pointed to his eye patch. “How do you thmk 1 lost this. 

Van Helsing started to reply but slopped as he fe t something brush 
across his legs. Looking down, he found a large dark cat rubbing itsclt 
against him. As the tw'o made eye contact, the bulk beast purred and 
pressed itself more firmly against his boots, “\\cll, who do you belong 
to?” the student asked. . . . „ . , j -ru 

“You do seem popular with lelincs. Arcana obsciy'ed. 1 he cat 
glared at the officer as he hoisted it up for a better look before handing 
It to Van Helsing. “You should be safer with this one. In tact, it 
might even help you find favor with C hristine. 

Wn Helsing feughed. “’He would rnakc the perfect present. 

“Look again,” Arcana said. “5/jc^ w'ill make the perfect present. 

It w’as late afternoon when Arcana and Van He sing, cairying a hertv 
armload of cat. returned to the hotel. Barely had Van Tlelsing steeped 
across the threshold when the cat sprang from his arms and landed on 
the pavement outside, where it stood staring at him. Was it 
something I said?” Van Helsing asked, exchanging a glance with 
Arcana. , 

“Maybe it doesn't like being indoors,” Arcana suggested, stepping 
inside the lobbv. .... . 

Van Helsing hesitated in the doont'py, still looking at the animal. 
“Well, make up your mind. Come in if you’re planning on staying. 

At that Ihe cat rushed forward to join the two men. following close at 
their heels as ihev made their way across the lobby and started up the 
stairs to their room.s. Upon spotting this new guest, the concierge gave 
Van Helsing a questioning look. The student stopped to scoop up the 
cat and reassured the staff member that. “She s only a temporarv' 
guest. It's a gift for mv girlfriend.” 

“I’ll send up a saucer of milk.” the concierge said, adding beneath his 
breath. “At least it’s no one of those little lap dogs, yapping away at all 
hours of the day and night.” . j * 1 . 

Upon reaching their rooms the cat quickly commandeered the settee 
tor itself. Shaking his head at the sight. Van Ilelsiiig slipped off his 
cloak and staned to drape it acros.s the back of one chair w'hcn he 
spotted a note on the mantel. “Here, it’s addressed to you, he said to 

Arcana as he handed him the paper. , ..u ^ v..,u.r- 

•it’s from General Spielsdort.” Arcana said. He and f‘iiber 
Florescu and your friend Wellington seem to be spending the day 
making the rounds of various undertakers to see if they can find a lead 
to where Carmilla may have hidden her coffin.” 

“Why would she need the aid of an undertaker? ^ ^ . 

“Where would be the best place to conceal a collni? Among othei 
coffins! If Cannilla were to arrange for her coffin to be entered into a 
vault or mausoleum that has fallen into disuse, its presence would 
attract little or no attention. She would only need to present hcrselt as 
the last of that family’s line, come to bury a distant relative. U s 
simply a matter of the fee and a few formalities to insure herself 

^“Hien^e can finally run her to ground!” Van Helsing exclaimed. 

‘i don’t want to raise vour hopes only to dash them, but keep in mind 
that it’s Just one possibility.. .but 1 think it s a sirona one. It would 
certainly be the most strategic move our adversary could rriake. 
Dejected, Van Helsing sat on the settee. The cal curled up into his 
lap. “And if she outwits us?” , , 

•H'he main thing is to keep you alive. As long as you live, you have a 
chance. Which means keeping both your strength and your spints^up 
Even if you no longer have an appetite, you have to make yoursclt cat 
on a regular basis as you nomiaily would. Speaking ol svhich, I seem 

torecalTneithcrofusnad lunch.” ua u-. i . r 

Van Helsing glanced at the clock on the mantel. A bit late lor 

a bit loo early for dinner, but I think I can arrange for 
something to be sent up to us. You wail here while 1 see to that, in 


case the others come back.” Arcana nodded to the cat. I m sure 
she’ll see to it you don’t get lonely.” . 

As the door closed behind Arcana the cat rolled over on its back 
paws up. Van Helsing stood, cradling the creature m one arni and 
stroking it under the chin as he went into his bedroom. Don t you 
look regal?” he said at the contented look in the animal s eyes, i think 
ni call you Duchess.” u j e 

“Countess.” a familiar voice corrected him as the body of the cat 
expanded and shifted until Van Helsing found it was Carmina he 
carried in his arms. “If anyone secs us like this, they 11 think we re on 

“Away with you, wench!” Van Helsing tossed Carmilla onto his bed. 
“Wench?” Carmilla repealed in mock ^ock. “Is that any way to talk 
to the woman w'ho loves you?” 

“Love?” You don’t know what the word means. 

“That’s not tnie.” Carmilla pretended to pout. “Didn t you get my 
Valentine*^” . 

“Wc’rc just into December; a bit early for Valentine s Day, don t you 
think?" - 

Carmilla smiled. “Time has no meaning tor us. 

“LiTl' has no meaning for your kind.” ..w i jo v,^M 

This time Carmilla’s injured tone w-as not feigned. Mv kind, ’fou 
condemn me for wanting to sui^ive? How many anima s have died to 
sustain vou, given their ver>’ lives so that you could live.^ Do you 
criticize the cat for eating the rat, or the wolf when it brings down a 
slag, or the fox for feeding upon the fow'l? Should the hare take up 

arms against you for hunting it?” .i. . 1 » 

Van Helsing felt suddenly tired. “Those are victims without souls, 
he said, sinking into a nearby chair before his legs could buckle 

'^Carmilla'laughed, a harsh and hideous laugh that made Van Helsing 
wince to hear it. “So you admit they are beneath you m the grand 
scheme of things.” Slowly she slipped from the bed and strolled 
toward him. Remembering his rosary on the nighlstand, Van Seising 
tried to spring from his chair ana grab it, only to find himsclt 
paralyzed. Lifting the front of her skirts, Carmilla eased herself onto 
Van Helsine’s lab and whispered. “Join me, and you will be elevated 
to an existence that places you as much above humans as humans arc 
above animals.” , . , , 

Even Van Helsing’s voice failed him as he tried to reply. Carmilw 
had taken total control over him. Again he glanced toward the rosary 
and she followed his eaze. “Is lhai for me? she asked in taunting 
tones. “How thoughtful.'’ Kissing the tip of his nose Carmilla rose 
and released her hold over him. Gestjmng toward the rosary, she 
nodded at the nightstand. “Go on. I won’t stop you. 

Van Helsing warily got to his feet, liis eyes never leaving Carmilla as 
he made his way to the tiny table by his bed. Still watching her, he 
reached for the rosary, only to fling it away with a scream as its touch 

scorched his palm and fingers. , . w -a^ 

“Does it hurt much?” Carmilla asked innocent y. Going to his side, 
she took his hand in hers and gently kissed the blistered flesh. Come 
here, let me show you something.” 

I cadine him to the nearby w-ashstand, with her free hand Carmilla 
pointed to the oval mirror mounted over the marble basin. Van 
Helsing looked into the glass, finding the room refiected clearly jere 
Carmilla’s image shouldnave been seen. And then he realized that she 
was pointing to a particular section of the mirror, at his face, and telt 
his heart skip a beat. His reflection was faint, almost transparent, 
allowing him to see the dim outline of the room behind him. Cannilla 
pressedTier lips to his ear and spoke softly. “You see; you and I are not 
so different after all.” •, j u ... 

Raising his wrist 10 her mouth, Carmilla bit into it and began to 
drink. Between the shock of what he had seen and the loss ot l^od. 
Van Helsing sank to his knees, his eyes glassing over as Carmilla 
caught him and eased his body to the floor. She was just about to 
resume feeding when she heard sounds from the outer room and 
sprang toiVard flic door like a panther about to pounce upon its prey. 
“Bram?” Arcana called. , . , , , 

As the major stuck his head inside the bedroom to check on Vm 
Helsine, Carmilla’s hand clamped about his throat, cmshing .ms 
windpipe. “Shhh,” she whispered, still clutching Arcana in her vice- 
like grm as she raised a cautioning finger to her lips. You II wake 

him and he needs his rest.” 

Arcana’s fists gripped Carmilla s wnst, but he was unable to break 
her grasp. Cho^ng, he still struggled to free himselt \valtzed 

him across the room to burst through the glass doors that led out to the 
balcony, sending a shower of shatteref glass dow-n infp .the s^eet 
below. Gloating as Arcana collapsed in her arms, Carmilla s triumph 
was shoii-livecT Shouts from the street at the sounds of ‘heir stmggle 
attracted her allention, and she spotted General Spielsdorf and Father 
Florescu dashing across the frozen cobblestones toward the hotel. 
Hurling Arcana’s corpse at her would-be adversanes, Carmilla sprang 
from the balcony, her body dissolving into mist to drift away on cold 
currents of air. 

NEXT ISSUE: “Tragedy and Triumph.” the conclusion of TO 

LOVE A VAMPIRE! 
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HORROR HOST 


Pmt 2 SVEN SPEAKS! 

by Sven^oolfe (Rich Koz) 

...so, as I was saying six years ago, in issue #62... 

A ctually, I thought that I had pretty much said everything 
I had to say in that issue — .and I was extremely 
flattered that the “SCARY MONSTERS” folks had 
opted to do a special Svengoolie issue. And now — I’m 
amazed and flattered that, again, Dennis and his Grue Crew 
have opted to do yet ANOTHER issue dedicated to me! It was 
suggested that I fill everybody in on what’s happened in the 
Sven universe since that last issue — so. let me attempt to do so! 
The year following SCARY #62 was an award-winning one 
for me, as I won my eighth regional Emmy award, as well as 
the esteemed Rondo award as favorite horror host. Our shows 
were soon running on three of our Weigel Broadcasting 
stations, as well as on our South Bend and Milwaukee stations, 
and were very well received, (well, not always well-received, if 
viewers were using an antenna 
that was just on the border of 
our signal, ..a little broadcast 
humor there...). 

I was getting more and more 
chances to meet the people 
who are kind enough to tune in 
every week, and truly 
appreciate all these fans and 
friends that I have encountered 
as we’d do public 
appearances — including our 
yearly visits to FLASHBACK 
WEEKEND convention, 
which is always a favorite. It 
was at one of these 
conventions that I was 
M.C.ing the costume 
contest — a yearly ritual — 
when I was surprised by an 
enticing interruption — as the 
one and only Elvira came up 
the aisle and Joined me on 
stage! I was honored to get to 
meet her, and stunned when 
she said “it’s nice to meet you 
after hearing so much about 
you all these years!” The 
iconic Mistress of the Dark 


knew who I was?! 

Unbelievable! She was 
incredibly kind and 
friendly (and, yes, 
devastating gorgeous), 
and has proven to be a • 
real Sven supporter, 
saying complimentary 
things about me in 
many venues, including 
a national radio 
broadcast. 

I’ve done events with I 
the Chicago Bulls, the ‘ 

White Sox, the 
Blackhawks, a pre- 
Halloween gig at 
Soldier Field, and special appearances with some of our local 
minor league baseball teams. I even “played” the Chicago 






A drawing specially made by Rich Kor for this issue of SCARY MONSTERS, featuring mascot 
Sam Scare paying tribute to Svengoolie-but he’s dressed as the ORIGINAL Sven! 
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Theatre (even if it was in the lower level theatre, for a Chicago 
Tribune-sponsored show)-and regularly do guest shots on 
various local radio and TV stations. 

From the 90s through the 2000 decade, our shows shifted 
timeslots among our stations — for a while, they even lan about 
four times a week late night on one of them! We had some 
great movies in our library — lots of William Castle gems like 
THE TINGLER and 13 GHOSTS, Steve McQueen’s 50s 
classic THE BLOB, and even Jules Verne’s MYSTERIOUS 
ISLAND. We made Chicago TV history by showing Alfred 
Hitchock’s THE BIRDS and out-rating every other station in 
Chicago! (The only time I had ever done that before was when 
we ran REVENGE OF THE CREATURE in 3-D back in my 
1980s SON OF SVENGOOLIE/WFLD days!). ..but then came 


Our fearless leader Neal Sabin put together the ME-TV 
network— turning our local “memorable entertainment” 
showcase of fun vintage programming into a national network 
to help stations around the country fill the newly-appointed 
digital tiers for their channels. Since local horror hosting has 
always been a part of the TV entertainment viewers 
remembered fondly— Neal decided the time had come to make 
the Sven show available to the rest of the country. He procured 
a nice selection of classic films from the Universal horror 
vault— and, soon, rubber chickens were winging their way to 
all comers of the USA! 

Now, with the ME-TV network covering 87% of the 
countty— a truly amazing feat to have happened in only about 
two years — the national audience tuned in to our show and 
liked what they saw! I hear from former Chicagoans who 
never thought they’d see me again, thrilled to have that touch 
of the old home town available again— and from folks who saw 
our SON OF SVENGOOLIE shows when they ran on the 
Field Communication stations for a brief time back in the 80s, 
in cities like Philadelphia, Boston, San Francisco, and Detroit. 
More importantly, we also heard from people who had NEVER 
seen me before— and had immediately become fans! A healthy 
number of viewers 
have mentioned “this 
show reminds me of 
(fill in the local host 
they watched) — and 1 
love it!” I’m happy 
that they have 
accepted me, and am 
honored that they 
enjoy our shows as 


much as they 
did those of 
the classic 
original hosts 
that laid the 
groundwork 
for all us 
“ n e X t,7 
generation” of !-‘ 
horror hosts. 

I’ve been 
amazed by 
hearing some 
of the names 
who watch 

our show — ranging from the great 
Robert Englund-Freddy Krueger 
himself! — who actually called me 
his favorite horror host! — to the 
charming Julie Adams, the original 
“love interest” of the 
CREATURE FROM THE 
BLACK LAGOON— to WWE 
Hall of Famer Jerry “the King” 
Lawler, who has become a friend. 
I’ve had the opportunity to meet 
many of my favorite celebrities — 
other WWE Hall of Famers, like 
Mick Foley (who asked to use the 
Svengoolie-themed “Mr. Socko” 1 

had made at a 
PCW Wrestling 
event we both 
appeared at). Brel 
Hart, and Rowdy 
Roddy Pipei 
(who surprised us 
by reciting 
Shakespeare!) 
plus Lanes 
Henricksen 
Vincent Price’s 
daughter Victoria, Kevin J. O’Connor (Beni in the MUMMY 
and Ygor in VAN HELSING), FRAISER star John Mahoney, 
legendary horror host Count Gore DeVol, and many more (a 
few who may Just appear in this issue!). I have also been 
fortunate to become friends with some of the contemporary 
horror hosts who are so dedicated to keeping this genre alive— 
and truly appreciate their friendship. 

I’ve been surprised at Sven shout-outs in network TV 
shows — like Fox’s GLEE, in which one of the creators, a 
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longtime Chicago area Sven fan, had one of the judges for a 
singing competition be a local horror host named 
Svengoobles”! One of the most memorable shout outs that 
never made it to the air was a bit for SATLRDAY NIGHT 
LIVE’S “Weekend Update”— written by two cast members 
from Chicago in which a Sven character who was a dead 
ringer for yours truly had decided to become a Fox News-style 
political pundit! The bit was cut after dress rehearsal— but a 
still picture from it was on the NBC/SNL website the whole 
weekend after that! 

1 am so proud to be accepted by fans all across the nation 

and. as always, grateful to the very talented and generous man 
who decided I could BE a “Svengoolic” -my mentor and 
friend the original Sven, Jerry G. Bishop, now residing in San 
Diego (yes. MB-TV is on there, too...)— it, will always mean so 
much to me that Jerry fell 1 had what it took to continue the 
character, and has allowed me to do so. 1 will always aspire to 
try to live up to his example. 

Okay -one more thing 1 need to address - last November, 
without warning, 1 suffered a massive near-fatal heart attack. 
For several days, my continued existence was touch and go — 
but after a double bypass— I’ve been traveling the long, slow 
toad to recovery. I have received many good wishes and 
messages ol support from so many of you out there, that there 
is no way I can ever thank you all individually— so, I’m happy 
to take this opportunity to thank you all for the love and 
support you have shown me during a very difficult time. It 
certainly touched my somewhat-rebuilt heart, and has meant 
more to me than I could ever fully express. 

And so — Svengoolic continues on! .Again, my thanks to 
SCARY MONSTERS for honoring me once again with this 
issue— and thanks to all the w'onderfiil people who have 
conftibuted their “Sven .Memories” to it. I must also thank 
Weigel Broadcasting for their continued support to the show, 

and for making it possible for an entire nation to say 

"Berwyn?!” — and the many others whose support has been 
invaluable — like the two Daves of the website “TERROR 
FROM BEYOND THE DAVES,” my friends at Acme Design 
who have created my brand now high tech coffin (to replace the 
original Sven coffin, previously used by Jerry (J., which was 
never built with the intent of being in use for so many years), 
and Monster Man John of the “HORRORBI.ES” horror 
collectible store located in— ahem- Berwyn. 

This time out, I didn’t include much of the past history that I 
already covered in Issue #62 — you can try to get a back issue to 
check that out. You can also check out the fine book by Ted 
Okuda and Mark Yurkiw— "CHICAGO TV HORROR 
MOVIES SHOWS: FROM SHOCK THEATRE TO 
SVENGOOLIE” from Lake Claremont Press, once again 
available— or the “AMERICAN SCARY” and “SHOCK IT 
TO ME: GOLDEN GHOULS OF THE GOLDEN GATE” 
book by Michael Monahan. I have a funny feeling that there 
will be plenty of Sven history covered by the folks whose 
memories will fill this issue as well! And, yes, if you bring this 
magazine to one of my appcarance.s— I will be happy to 
autograph it! 

Once again — ^thank you for your loyalty! Let’s enjoy these 
Sven MONSTER MEMORIES together— and liopefully, 
make even more! Please tunc in Saturday nights at 10 pm 
eastern, 9 pm central (check your local listings for our timeslot 
m your are)— if you’re not .sure if you get ME-TV in your 
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at HORRORBLES in Berwyn! 

gf to wvvw.metvnetwork.com — and either enter 
your zip code or check the map to find the MH-TV station near 
you! And don't forget that you can vi.sit my website anytime 
you wish — www.svengoolie.com ! 

Well, back to work for me after my heart problems, it's a 
good thing that rubber chickens contain very linle 
cholesterol... 

(Rich Koz would like to thank his good friends on the Sven crew 
whose hard work and support make the show everything it is: 
director/editor Chris Faulkner, sound engineer Chas Ailing, floor 
director/utility man Bill Hughes, supporting player and expert 
chicken tosser George Blaise, editor emeritus Kevin Reisberg, 
the Me-TV promotions squad: Jim Roche, Joe E. Dale, and John 
McLnerney, the Weigel graphic department, and the Weigel web 
department. These people-and all past contributors— are 
gratefully acknowledged!) 
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/ Want to Brag That /Know SVtNGOOLI^ / 


by Alex Ross 

^ ii^nlike many members of the generations that have 
a m grown up watching Svengoolie in the Chicagoland 
mj area, I had to commute from states far away to do it. 

Once every year, my family vacation regularly took 
us back up to my grandmother’s house in Evanston, Illinois. 
For much of my youth, we were traveling from Texas, and the 
local television there left me envious of the broader kids’ 
programming in Chicago. Instead of getting outside to play 
much during those weeks 1 was there, I would stay glued to my 
grandmother’s television, mentally storing as many old 
syndicated shows as possible. Amongst these were things like 
SPECTREMAN, BATTLE OF THE PLANETS, DOCTOR 
WHO, and, of course, SVENGOOLIE. 

Chicago’s own horror host was the human face for the greatest 
escapist form of TV I knew. Even while it was a brief amount 
of time that 1 was getting to see him, 1 remember watching the 
“Son of Svengoolie’’ program from my youngest days of 
yearning to be a Chicagoan. By the late /80s, I was able to 
fulfill that dream by moving up here to attend art school. I 
made my way through being a working artist in Chicago until 1 
was able to carve out a place for myself in the freelance world 
of comic books. It was at a local comic signing that 1 met 




Mex Ross-a self portrait. (Alex Ross has been tailed the 
'Norman Rockwell of Comic Art.” known for his painted style 
Ihat depicts superheroes in an incredibly realistic manner. 
He has worked for both DC and Marvel Comics, illustrating 
fheir most famous characters, and created the now-classic 
niniseries "Marveis" and "Kingdom Come”. Considered one of 
the greatest-and most honored-artists in comics today, he 
also a longtime Sven fan-and explains how that happened 
in this articie!) 


A sketch done by Alex Ross when he guest-starred on Sven s 
showing of the low-budget 1990 CAPTAIN AMERICA movie. 


producers from the SVENGOOLIE show, who expressed 
interest in my appearing on it. I’ve been lucky to have had a 
number of opportunities that liave tulfdled my childhood, and 
appearing with one of the figures who shaped my life was 
astounding. Soon after the initial contact, 1 was talking with a 
guy named Rich Koz, who apparently had been Svengoolie all 
along. Seriously, 1 did know about Rich himself because an old 
dormitory neighbor of mine had worked with him in radio for a 
time. To my absolute delight, this old friend, Jan Shimek, had 
joined Rich in his journey to WCIU in Chicago, where the 
SVENGOOLIE show made its permanent home, and we were 
reunited through Rich. 

It seems unbelievable in retrospect that I could walk into the 
production of an established television show and have my ideas 
be welcomed and incorporated, as Rich did with me. 
Thematically appropriate, the feature my appearance was to be 
woven into was the 1990 film CAPTAIN AMERICA, which 
was never released in theaters. This prompted my suggestion 
of using a number of costume props 1 had amassed in creating 
my art in order to have other Marvel heroes pop up on screen to 
comment on what they thought of the movie’s weaker points. 
For my appearance as myself, 1 knew that my own obsessive 
mastery of comic book lore could be easily mocked if w'c set up 
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a history question about Captain America for me to answer in 
endless detail, showing the passing of time and the very 
seasons as I continued. We filmed the bit a couple of times, but 
it was magic right away. Rich allowed me the chance to ad lib 
the whole thing (not that anything ] was saying really 
mattered), and the added details of video footage showing the 
sun rise and set, calendar pages pass by, all conveyed a joke 1 
suggested to its perfect execution. One of the most miniscule 
concepts I floated was for the soundtrack from John Williams’ 
SUPERMAN score that accompanied Ned Beatty’s bumbling 
character of Otis to go over a moment in CAPTAIN 
AMERICA where Ned Beatty appeared. All of the wonderful 
things that the SVENGOOLIE show can do were opened up to 
me for involvement. My wife and I both got to appear in 
segments in costume, respectively showing Spider-Woman’s 
and Spider-Man’s critique of this awful dud of a superhero 
adaptation. All in all, the filming w'as one of the greatest 


A Ross Sven portrait for a proposed Sven comic book that 
Alex and Rich are planning. 


An exclusive Sven action figure— complete with packaqinq 
made by Alex Ross. Only two exist-one for Sven, and one 
Alex kept for himself! 


experiences of my life and career, but 
something far greater came out of it than 
just one show. 

In the time since our first meeting 
1999, I’ve gotten to know Rich Koz quite 
well. I’m very honored to say that vve 
became true friends. 1 would normally 
discourage meeting one’s heroes, as I've 
had both positive and negative 
enforcement in my past experiences, but 
thi,s occasion proved to be the best one 
could hope for. 

In the years since. I’ve returned the A Sven nutcracker 
tavor of being invited into Rich’s world that Alex crafted 
of make-believe by mcoiporating him, from a traditional 
his co-workers, and his family Into many "chimney sweep" 
of my comic book projects. I’ve nutcracker! ^ 
illustrated Rich and others from the 
Svengoolie family alongside the likes of the Justice hcague, 
Superman, and Batman. It's been great to contribute other 
small props and ideas to Rich’s show over time, but moreover 
It has been a delight to know the man himself, to spend time in 
Ihe company of his family with mine. 

As a fan. I’m gratified that Chicago still has the conlinuatioii 
.tf a local legend, now reaching an even broader audience 
across the country, much like how I perceived him. Rich Koz 
and Svengoolie have that unique gift of making us all feel that 
we’re part of the magic of entertainment, where our friend is up 
there on screen making these shows just for us. 


— _ _ un screen making these shows just for us 
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Thoughts oh SVEN , . . 


by Jim Roche 

W hen I was a kid. I watched Svengoolie religiously. To 
me and my friends, there was nothing cooler than a 
rubber chicken. I was out of Chicago from 1979- 
1985 and missed the changing of the guard from 
Jerry G. to our current host extraordinaire. 

True confession time: 1 did not w'atch Mr. Koz as Sven until 
2003 when 1 went to work at WCIU. 1 began watching the 
show again (along with Stooge- A- Palooza) and was 
immediately hooked...again. Working in promotion, 1 was 
expected to attend parades, public appearances and station 
events. 1 always chose to accompany Svengoolie. because that 
seemed coolest.. .and it was. 

From the first time I w'enl out with him in public, 1 knew he 
was something special. Seeing the looks on children s faces, 
the looks on adult’s faces and the demeanor of “The Man In the 
Hat,” I knew 1 was not just witnessing something amazing, 1 
was living it. 

Fast forward to today. T have been fortunate enough to go on 
hundreds of appearances with Sven. Tve watched him sign 
thousands of autographs, Tve taken thousands ot pictures and 
Tve seen his interactions with countless fans from every 
walk of life. He treats every fan with grace, gratitude 
and warmth, a kind of appreciation that many stars of 
lesser brilliance could leam. 

Tve been referred to as his bodyguard, his henchman, 
his stooge and (my favorite) Sven s Secret Service. Tm 
just happy he’s my friend. T vc also been lucky enough 
to be part of the Me-TV Network (as Director of On-Air 
Operations) to see the show reach a national audience. 

In almost 30 years in broadcasting, 1 can honestly say 
that I have never learned so much from one person as I 
have from Rich K.oz. 

...and I 
STILL 
think there 
is nothing 
cooler than 
a rubber 
chicken! 
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TRRPPEI) niTH! 

CASTLE of FRANKENSTEIN 


by Jerry “Scienti-film” Boyd from the Void 

f publisher-editor Calvin T. Beck was still alive, he might 
note with chagrin (on his blog post or Facebook page) that 
1 1 FAMOUS MONSTERS OF FILMLAND lives on. in retro- 
style is.sues, up-to-date editions, annotated special volumes, 
and so on. As many of you have probably read at some point, Mr. 
Beck felt HE had the idea for a filmmonster magazine FIRST. He also 
put down magazines like FM in print from time to time, chiding them 
for their immature slant on thing.s, and probably delighted in running 
letter.s from readers who appreciated CoF’s more ‘‘serious approach” 
to TV and film fare to the puns of the Ackermonster. 

Beck and some of his contributors probably felt themselves to be 
ahead of the (werewolf) pack for their exceptionally literate takes on 
non-genre efforts like Alejandro Jodorowsky’s P^IL TOPO (CoF #18) 
and TARGETS (#15), for example. They felt equally at ease 
knocking cheaply made scare fare such as THE INCREDIBLE 


PETRIFIED WORLD. JESSE JAMES MEETS 
FR.\NKENSTE1N'S DAUGHTER, and CASTLE OF EVIL in 
their “FRANKENSTEIN TV MOVIE GUIDE”— which ran the 
gamut from A to whenever they got tired of it. 

This is not to knock Calvin’s style or taste— indeed, he had high 
standards and the magazine he launched reflected it. You have to give 
him a hand for taking a clearly thought-out editorial stance (as well as 
socio-political viewpoint) and defending them inlelligently and 
sticking to them. He knew what he was talking about and what CoF 
was to represent. In addition, he supported magazines he liked and 
approved of many of his competitors. In some ways. CAS TLE OF 
FRANKENSTEIN pul a lot of ‘60s.”70s pop culture under the same 
roof long before MEDIASCENE/COMICSCENE, THE 
MONSTER TIMES, and STARI.OG. Beck included comic book 
and fanzine reviews, book reviews, talk-s with comic creators, 
scientific reports that tied into UFO sightings, while spotlighting 
current and past artists like Steranko, Wallace Wood, Virgil Finlay. 

I lannes Bok, Matt Fox, and Roy G. Krenkel (top talents all!). 

In many ways, the magazine from the Gothic Castle Publishing 
Company was excellent! For his many achievements, I thank him. 


So why, Calvin might grumble today online, “arc horror, fanta.sy, 
and sci-fi fans EVEN interested in Warren and Ackennan’s old 
mag??!l Why aren’t they interviewing ME and doing books on the 
history of CASTLE OF FRANKENSTEIN??" Perhaps that histoirc 
hasn t happened because much of Beck’s mini-empire remains a 
mystery, unlike the Warren Publishing story. 


As a reader-collector of many monster movie magazines, I’ve never 
read MUCH about the inner workings of Calvin’s freaky film monster- 
mag set-up. I must admit, however, that I might not be going to the 
right websites or picking up the right retrospective magazines or 
books, but it still seems there’s not a lot of history out there. SCARY 
.MONSTERS has done its share, certainly, with a 50th Anniversary 
edition complete with an unpublished Richard Bojarski strip poking 
fun at Calvin and articles in various issues written by CoF 
contributors. 


But for scary fun's sake, I decided to gather up some comments from 
a few former Gothic Castle Publishing Co. employees (prisoners 
trapped — m the CoF???) and share their opinions and recollections of 
the magazine and its eccentric creator. And who knows? Maybe 
these commentaries (along with other earlier pieces on CoF in this 



SCARY MONSTERS paid tribute to CoF’s glorious first issue 
with a 50th Anniversary Special in 2012. Along with a 
reprinting of that landmark edition in its entirety were 
recollections by Dick Bojarski and unused artwork by Dick 
and Larry Ivie. as well! 


magazine) will be the basis for that aforementioned book someday! 
Calvin would probably love that... 

DISCLAIMER: Any of the comments that follow are not part of an 
intentional effort to put down the Beck family, (heir magazine, or 
anyone associated with the magazine. I simply asked the respondents 
for their honest opinions and memories, and they gave them. Again, I 
applaud the CoF staffers and contributors for what they did and for 
what they gave us. 

FmiK BRUNNER SPEAKS 

FRANK BR UNS'ER did work for fanzines (and a fan illustration on 
the fan page for a Warren horror magazine) in the '60s. He went on 
to become a .superstar artist in the ‘70s after doing work for WEB 
OF HORROR, \ AMPIREI.I.A, CREEPY, and .Marvel titles like 
I HE SAV'AGE SWORD OF CONAN. MAN-THING, HOW ARD 
THE DUCK, and DR. .STRANGE, among others. .Mr. Brunner did 
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a pair of covers, a prehistoric adventure story in two , 
parts with a hero called “CARNAK”, and a few 
“SMASH GORDON” parody strips for the Gothic 
Castle Publishing Company. Here, he shares his 
recollections t>/CASTLE OF FRANKENSTEIN... 

BOYD: Frank, what can you tell us about Beck? 
BRUNNER: Calvin Beck invented the monster (movie) 
magazine, according to Calvin Beck, anyway. Calvin 
made a lot of claims in his strange life. ..but perhaps the 
strangest one was never made by Calvin Beck himself, 
and that was, as legend has it, that Robert Bloch met 
Calvin and his ever-present mother.. .and was inspired 
to write PSYCHO based on what he heard and had seen 
first-hand. 

Calvin grew up mostly fatherless and had a very strange 
relationship with his mom, who was usually confined in 
Beck Manor in New Jersey like some traditional dark 
family secret. 

(Interviewer’s note: Others have said that Mr. Beck 
was living at the time CoF began, but since he was 
very sick he was mostly confined to his room, so 
Frank’s recollection probably came from just not 
seeing him.) 

[She was] symbolically locked in her room — upstairs! 
But [she was] always calling to Calvin about 
something, scolding most of the time. It was creepy; 
the two of them producing this magazine entitled 
CASTLE OF FRANKENSTEIN in their basement, 
occasionally luring young artists and paste-up 
mechanical guys currently not employed into their 
strange basement publishing business. 

It was known that he locked one guy in the basement 
overnight to finish the issue he was putting together and 
because the guy threatened to walk out... not being paid 
in actual money was the usual reason.. .Calvin mostly 
liked to pay people by taking them out to numerous 
lunches at the automats in midtown Manhattan! 

Mow’d you meet Mr. Beck? 

Turns out Calvin Beck “discovered” me too, according 
to Calvin Beck, anyway. Doing art and stuff for CoF 
was my introduction to an underground of like-minded 
denizens/fans of horror, science-fiction, and anything 
weird— think: FREAKS meets THE WIZARD OF OZ. 
Some became successful only as collectors and actually 
did books about their own collections, others became 
cult figures in their own right if they didn't hang out too 
long in that group.. .most just faded into oblivion. Beck 
wanted CASTLE OF FRANKENSTEIN to become a 
sort of HEAD magazine but could never make the leap 
from horror to counter-culture; Calvin could not escape 
his roots long enough to chill out and truly become 
COOL! 
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SMASH GORDON goes "MAD” in this two-pager by Frank Brunner for 
CASTIE OF FRANKENSTEIN #12. 


Calvin’s personal fantasy persona was Charles Foster 
Kane (CITIZEN KANE). He was a rather pathetic Kane. It [his 
persona] was comical and sometimes he’d join us and laugh at 
himself, too. After all there was something endearing about the 
man. ..he was one of a kind. 

IVhal was your initial meeting like? Did you contact him and how 
did he know of your work? Or did you decide to contact him? 

Like I said, I sorta fell into this group of weirdoes and Calvin, being 
one of its denizens, showed an interest in my art especially after I told 
him my work was rejected by competitor Jim Warren, publisher of 
FAMOUS MONSTERS and CREEPY magazine. 

Now that’s interesting... .Are you saying Beck was oniy interested in 
your stuff after he heard Warren wasn ’t interested? 

No, I don’t think that was the case. He really liked my stuff. 

It’s kinda ironic that Warren gave you work after first rejecting you 


and then seeing your stuff in CoF... 

It was WEB OF HORROR that scared Warren— not CoF! He hired 
me only after he saw my work in WoH, in fact he thought he was 
hiring me away from WEB!!! I never told him WEB was over, that 
[Robert] Sproul the publisher had lost interest. 

Regarding WEB OF HORROR, some folks have wondered what 
happened to the contents. Bernie Wrightson always claimed that the 
artwork and cover for the entire issue was done, but not used for the 
4th issue — I’ve seen the cover and read some of the stories and he’s 
right. I’ve picked up a few FOR MONSTERS ONLY mags 
(another of Sprout’s titles) from that time period and there was 
Webster, the WoH host, hosting stories in ’em! So it’s my belief that 
Sproul printed some of WoH’s material in FMO. 

Yes...FMO did print some of the material from issue 4 and 5. I know 
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because a story I scripted but did noi draw showed up in FMO 
“Exhibit Number 6”- I think D. Bruce Berr>' drew it. (??) 

That’s probably correct. (Inter\’i€wer’s note: After doin^ a little 
research, I found that story’ was drawn by Martin Arbunich and 
printed in FMO U9.) 

T m stili regretting passing up WOODSTOCK so I could finish a cover 
for CASTLE OF FRANKENSTEIN, ..then again, maybe not! LOL 
Hmmm...upon reflection, Frank—you shoulda gone to Woodstock! 
LOL That was one of those 20th centitry events that blows your 
mind forever, man! Do you recall WHICH cover you worked on for 
Calvin when Woodstock M’a5 going on? 

Ycah...I think I was trying to prove that hippies were NOT ALL lazy- 
irresponsible. that 1 could have a foot in both worlds! Oh well, it w'as 
the cover to CoF #15 {“Nlghtcraft"’), niy first published cover 
painting.. .but with Calvin’s unconventional publishing schedule (ho 
ho), it did not appear until early 1970. 

“CARNAK” M’a.v a dinosaur-era hero that you wrote and drew a two 
-part adventure for in HIS and 14. How did that come about? 







Brunner signed this opening page 
from his interview In CoF to 
the author. 


Tw'o of my fave comics 
from the fifties w'crc 
THUN’DA#! and TOR, so 
“CARNAK” was my 
version.. .and no, I did not 
get the name from Johnny 
Carson’s mind-rcadcr 
character, li was just an 
excuse that enabled me to 
draw cavemen and 
dinosaurs. 

Do you have any pics of 
the CoF '‘offices” or 
Calvin with you or with 
Mom, etc. ? 

Sorry, no pictures of the 
gang— Calvin did not like 
to have his picture taken, 
and certainly not with his 
mom. LOL 

Thanks for all of this, 
Frank. It’s appreciated. 
You’re w’cleome. This is, 
in no way a hatchet job on 
Calvin. I’m just 
rcminisicing about being in 
the orbit (2 years or so) of 
the Beck’s and CASTLE 
OF FRANKENSTEIN. 

// H’fls intrigued by 
Frank ’s assertion that 
Beck M’fl.9 the partial 
inspiration for the Bates 
family in PSYCHO. But 
upon doing a little 
research. / found that 
Cal ’s claim had merit. 
According to Bill Warren 
(on a website), Robert 
Bloch told him in the late 
‘60s that “he modeled 
Bates and some elements 
of ?(orman ’s relationship 
with his mother” on the 
Beck family. Bloch also 
verbalized this publicity in 
print (and more than 
once). Calvin took some 


pride in that. Mow (to me), that’s scary!!] 

Calvin’s magazine had to find its own voice as did all monster 
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f^arnieu cover wor was an 

demonic setting the artist called "Nightcraft." 1., ,,„ 
issue fear flicks like CURSE OF THE DEMON were examined- 
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in the same 





magazines that followed in the success of FAMOUS MONSTERS 
OF FILMLAND. Larry Ivie did the first cover and a few’ others, but 
after that Cal moved into photo covers and had some of the nicest ones 

in all of monsterdom. 
Today. THE GREEN 
HORNEI cover for #10 
stands as one of the few 
nationally distributed 
magazines that pictured the 
TV hero during the time 
the program was originally 
on the air. The lop ABC- 
TV hit BATMAN 
spawned Baimania and the 
Joker graced the cover of 
CoF #9, even though the 
show W'as maligned for its 
campy nature on CoF’s 
pages. (?V) Though 1 
bought this issue long after 
the show’ had gone off, it 
seemed strange that Beck 
would exploit the 
program's success while 

Our sources all agree—Mama Beck simultaneously putting it 
and Mrs. Bate5{shown here from ^be magazine 

the scare-fUfed end of PSYCHO) 
had a few things in common! ™ 

captions) ala Forry, but 


smr B7/ 


svmooift uwm m lom 


069 SCABY MONSTEBS MAGAZINE A Real Monster 






Frank Brunner’s cover to CoF *17. 


CATWOMANt! 
FANTOMAS !! 
KARtorr M ’• 
VICTOR BVONO 


PKSIII EXDU P*- 

MOWSTERS? 


Two fondly remembered, to some, 
photo covers from issues 9 and 10. 

along... 


after humor was 
mostly relegated to one of 
the magazine’s best 
attractions (as I saw it) — 
their great cartoons. 

Beck added to the 
excitemeni w'ith his THE 

men behind 

MARVEL CO.VfICS 
feature. And then there 
were fanzine reviews and 
book reviews. All in all, it 
was a good offering, even 
though some areas got 
short shrift. Readers who 
may have wanted more on 
the current comics 
sensations probably 
weren’t happy. And then 
some of them (according to 
letters columns) wanted 
LESS on certain television 
shows and more on old 
movies or vice-versa. The 
attempt by the CASTLE 
OF FRANKENSTEIN 
staffers to cover as much of 
pop culture (in the ‘60s) 
along with classic film 
form long ago didn't 
work. It was a noble 
attempt, but it didn't 
work. Sporadic 
distribution hindered 
things, as well. Some 
readers wrote in and 
inquired if their favorite 
magazine was published 
bi-monlhly or annually! 

As I stated in SCARY 
MONSTERS #82, I 
wasn’t hip to CoF until 
their 18th issue hit the 
stands, but artwork by 
Wallace Wood. 
Steranko, Neal Adams, 
and a first-time look at 
Virgil Finlay and Roy G. 
Krenkel opened my eyes 
to some incredible new 
draftsmen! Bui going 
back to the cartoons, 
there was Larry Hama's 
AXE-MURDERERS 
and Richard Bojarski’s 
BARON VON 
BUNGLE. And the 
other stuff wasn’t bad 
either! Despite ups and 
downs. Cal had a 
superior product, 
overall. After a w'ave of 
photo-covers, new 
paintings were produced 
by Ken Kelly and Frank 
Brunner and they were 
superb, Let’s move 


lARHyHAMA/tlCAUS... 

! ARRY HAMA served as an assistant to the great Wallace Wood 
(himself no stranger to scary-weird horror, fantasy, and sci-ft 
comics). His name could be found under the production credits tn 
many an issue of CoF. In the ‘70s, Larry dazzled comic fans with 
work at Marvel Comics and Atlas Comics. At the latter company, he 
penciled the adventures of WIJI.F THE BARBARIAN when the 
sword-and-sorcery genre was at an early peek. Later on, he did 
exemplary work on C.I. JOE at Marvel. But for us, he’ll talk about 
Cal and his monster magazine. 

BOYD: What was Calvin like — or his mom, if you met her? 

HAMA: He was short, overweight, bearded and possessed ot some 
really bad teeth. His best physical quality was his voice, a very 
impressive and resonant basso that he liked to think equaled Orson 
Welles’— tlius his publishing pseudonym, "Charles Foster Kane.” 1 
think his real name was originally something like "Beckarius.” His 
mother had a very thick accent, which I assumed was Greek. Her hand 
gestures were definitely Mediterranean. Mama Beck was probably the 
world’s worst cook, but you could never tell Calvin that. Whenever 
she made me lunch it wa.s veritably inedible, but she would stand over 
me. watching to make sure I ate it. One of her favorite dishes was a 
ball of hamburger meat (the size of a tennis ball) fried in butler and 
deposited in the middle of a slice of un-toasted Wonder Bread with a 
half-pint of pan dripping poured over it. She also believed that she 
was an FBI agent. Apparently, she made a habit of reporting her 
neighbors to the Feds, accusing them of being Communist spies. 1 
think Calvin was basically a con-man, but an oddly charming and 
personable one. 


-TH^ 




Larry Hama’s THE AXE-MURDERERS provided scary laughs in CoF 
#18. Early on in that same issue. Larry got teased in another m 
the caption and photo on the next page... 
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Don Gluts MONSm MEMOmi 

DOSALD F. GLUT did what a lot of us dreamed about doing when 
young, but didn’t. He put his monster fantasies on films, doing ver)> 
good work, overall. He got Glenn Strange (!.% Bob Burns, Kcnne 
Duncan and others to share the spotlight and got audiences to check 
them out then and now, they’re on (thankfully) DVD along with 
commentary from Forty Ackerman and others. In CoF #5, his 
amateur films full of gods and monsters, uh... suDerheroes and 
monsters were showcased. He went on to write scary comic stuff for 
Harren and Gold Key before becoming an author of hooks, and a 
professional writer-director. Here, he talks about his \WNSTER 
MEMORIES of the Beck family and their magazine. 


SCARY 87 / 
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pon eiuT s Teenage monsters were featured in CoF #J. 
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Haw’d you get in contact with him and how did “THE AXE- 
MURDERERS”, strip, come to be? 

I knew Larry Ivie, who was putting out MONSTERS AND HEROES 
at the time, and he introduced me to Calvin. I met Calvin at Lairy 
lvie‘s apartment, which was on the third or fourth floor of a walk-up 
tenement near the Museum of Natural History. The mid thing was that 
Calvin came in, and left the apartment door open the entire time he 
was talking lo me. After about an hour, I heard This elderly female 
voice calling up the stairs, “Calvin, it’s getting late!” Calvin’and Ivie 
ignored the voice. The scene became more and more surreal as the 
voice kept repeating itself After another hour, Calvin left. Larry Ivie 
explained that Mama Beck always came into town with Calvin, but 
she couldn’t climb stairs, so she W'aited downstairs in the hall. 'THE 
AXE-MURDERERS” was a strip I had done in high school. Mostly, 
what it had going for it w-as that it was there. 

IVho'dyou hang out with from the magazine during those days? 

The people 1 knew who were also connected w’ith CoF were Larry Ivie 
and Bhob Stewart. 1 hail known Frank Brunner in high school. I knew 
Jeff Jones through Larry Ivie as well. I 
don’t think Jeff had a very good 
experience with Calvin. 

Jeff told me back in the ‘70s that he had 
met Robert Bloch at a sci-ft con and 
asked him if it was true that PSYCHO 
was about Calvin and Mama Beck, and 
Jetf said that Bloch confirmed this. 

Others have contradicted this, but that is 
whai 1 heard from Jeff I think 1 met 
Bojarski once (the Baron character in 
Bojak's strip was supposed to be Calvin, 
by the way). I'm still in contact with 
Bliob. but I haven't heard from Larry Ivie 
in years. 

I also had a job helping Calvin with his 
"classic movie screenings” at the 
McBumey YMCA. This consisted of his showing his 8mm print of 
I ritz Lang s METROPOLIS as he hand-lifted an electronic soundtrack 
on a portable turntable. He had two cheapo 8mm projectors, but the 
takc-up reel mechanism was broken on both of them, so mv job was to 
sit there with a band-aid on my finger and turn the reel as the movie 
ran. Yes, I know METROPOLIS frame by frame. Calvin actually 
charged money for this. 

W7m/ was your assessment (?/CASTI.E OF FR.ANKENSTEIN.5» 

Not very good— but I wasn't actually a fan, so how could I tell? 

You had a specific job ,,.? 

I did a little graphic design, and mostly just pasted the w'hole thing up. 

I dcsigiieti the CoF bution, stuff like that. Mostly it w-as sitting in 
Calvin s basement in North Bergen, NJ and listening to him jabbering 
away about old movies. 

/Inlervieiivr’s note: I’d hare LOVED lo see (and get for SCARY 
.MONSICRS readers) any iinpuhlished strips with Larry’s -Axe- 
Murderers, but Mr. Hama informed me that no others have 
survived the years . . ./ 


Undated photo 
Larry Hama. 


BOYD: Don, how’d you team about CoF’s existence? Did Calvin or 
one of his eontribuiors contact you or did you contact them? What 
did you think ahoul the magazine’s early issues, including the one 
that showcased pics of your amateur films, #3? 

GLUT. Actually, I first heard of the original CoF by spotting the first 
issue on a magazine rack at the neighborhotid confectionery store 
where, in Chicago, I and some of my friends used to hang out when 
we weren’t in school or somewhere else. I didn't know Cal Beck or 
any of his contributors back in those earliest days of the magazine. 1 
thought, even as a kid. that the magazine was the best and most 
intelligent “monster magazine’’ out there, better than FAIVIOUS 
MONSTERS and way better than mags like WORLD FAMOUS 
CREATURES, MONSTER PARADE, HORROR MONSTERS, etc. 
And I could tell from the logo, etc. that it had some connection with 
.TOURNAL OF FRANKENSTEIN. Of course, when Larry Ivie started 
putting photos from my amateur movies in the magazine, I felt that I’d 
somehow “made it.” 1 mean, CoF was considered kind of “Big Time” 
when it came to such publications. 


Can you tell us, as a writer, how ideas for articles were pitched to 
Calvin? Did you become friends with any of the magazine's 
contributors at the time? 

I was good friends with Larry Ivie, who introduced me to Cal Beck. 
Later J got to know guys like Ken Beale, Dick Bojarski, Joe Dante, 
Chris Steinbranncr. Bliob Stewart, Frank Brunner and various others 
who, at one time or another, were associated with or contributed in 
some ways to the mag. 1 think 1 pitched some ideas for articles to Cal 
when Larry took me to the Beck home, and he promised me he was 
going to have mo write for the magazine, but for some reason or 
another I never really broke into CoF except as an amateur movie 
maker. 

IVhat was your relationship like with Calvin? His mother was an 
interesting person. Did you meet her aud if so, what were your 
impressions? 

I visited the Bock home in North Bergen, New Jersey, just once. Larry 
took me there from New York, where Larry lived (within walking 
distances of the American Museum of Natural History, with one of the 
greatest collections of dinosaur fossils in the world, I might add). I 
met both Cal and his mother at the same lime. Cal wore his hair long 
and tied into a ponytail, which was very unusual for the time, about a 
year pre-Beatles, pre-hippies. 1 recall him priding himself on what he 
perceived as a resemblance to Orson Welles. 

There was something wrong with one of his eyes. As 1 recall, they 
were quite large and looked in slightly different directions. So when 
he'd be talking to Larry he’d be sort of looking at me, and so forth. 
Also, if my memory serves me correctly, he sounded a bit like "The 
Great Gilderslceve” from the old radio series. 

My impression at that visit was that his mother was really the one in 
charge— not of the magazine, but of Cal. I remember him wanting to 
serve some rctfeshments to Larry and me but he didn’t scent to have a 
clue as to what to offer us. So he called his mom into the room and she 
took over, I didn't know Cal well, and, despite various broken 
promises he made during that visit (like having me write tor CoF and 
giving me a free subscription to the magazine). I never heard from him 
again. The last time t actually saw him was the 1973 New York Comic 
Book Convention. I was inside a restaurant and Lcn Wein told me that 
Calvin Beck had just left the place. I bolted outside, spotted him from 
the back and stopped him. We had a very brief reunion type of 
convetsation, but he seemed mostly concerned about Forty 
Ackerman’s health. 

Calvin ioved old movies, from what we can ascertain from Internet 
sources and comments I’ve gathered for this piece. Since you were/ 
are a film aficionado, did you, as a writer, agree with his mini- 
reviews in THK FRANKENSTEIN FILM GUIDE feature? Did 
you like the way CoF was editorial managed or packaged? 

I don’t remember off-hand what he wrote in those reviews. However, I 
distinctly recall those reviews being the first thing I’d read -except for 
maybe the letters— whenever I got a new issue of CoF. But I did like 
very much the way the magazine reflected his editorial point of view. 
Most other monster-movie magazines didn t have a POV. I suppose, 
with its more juvenile and jokc-filled way, FAMOUS MONSTERS 
had sort of a POV, reflecting Forty’s personality. But Cal Beck took 
various strong stands — political, ethical, whatever in his magazine 
and used CoF as a kind of pulpit for them. He stuck to his guns, os the 
saying goes, and wasn’t afraid to voice his views. 

Richard Bojarski’s “BARON VON BUNGLE" was a cartoon strip 
(not in every issue, unfortunately) that I really enjoyed. Later on, he 
did “ORSON KANE IN FANTASYLAND” far CASTLE OF 
FRANKENSTEIN. Did you ever meet up with “Bajak," as his 
friend called him? What was he like? 

No. I don't think I ever met Dick. But 1 did have many conversations 
with him, mostly during the late 1960s, and around the time he was 
researching, writing, and hunting down stills for his FILMS OF 
BORIS KARLOFF book. 

The distribution for CASTLE OF FRANKENSTEIN was sporadic. 
Do you know why (or can you speculate as to why) Calvin couldn ’I 
get his labor of love out more often ? 

sem B7/ SVCNGOOUl RHUm m 2013! 



CAPTAIN AMERICA vs. THE MUTANT was the title, and yeah, 
that’s THE Metaluna Mutant mask Bob Burns is wearing (ID- 
Randal Kleiser. who went on to direct GREASE, is wearing 
the Cap uniform, used in the original serial! Glut's holding 
the camera and this picture comes from his personal 
collection. 



Glut’s amateur films are all on a 


[ don’t really know. I’m 
guessing Cal might have 
been a champion 
procrastinator and lacked a 
sense of “deadline.” When I 
went to his home he seemed 
extremely disorganized, with 
photos and manuscripts 
scattered around and piled up 
evcPA^’here. 

What M'fl.s your assessment 
of the magazine overall? 
How does it stand up to its 
competitors? 

At the lime the magazine was 
coming out, it was, in my 
opinion, the best game in 
town and really stood out 
against all the competition. 
CASTLE OF 
FRANKENSTEIN and 
Calvin Thomas Beck were, in 


iiUTS amaieur Tnma «tc pn un a . 

iouble-DVD package! Make sure my opinion, basically one and 
. / ’ the same entity. 

I ciet one! 


Beck’s magazine moved into the 1970s after the ‘60s had shown his 
magazine’s promise. Sales may have been particularly good by the 
late 1960s— Calvin even got out an annual in '67! However, the 
covers went down in quality rapidly after #19 came out in 1972 and 
there were three issues in a row that spotlighted Hanyhausen 
creatures! That wasn't the worst idea in the world but what was 
wrong with the -Wolfman, Baron Blood, Night Gallery or whatever? 
Inside, the writing was still very good and an interv'iew with Roger 
Connan (CoF #23) was well done. Bui even though Cal's magazine.s 
outlasted VVORI.D FAMOUS CREATURES, MONSTER MANU, 
MONSTERS TO LAUGH WITH. MONSTER WORLD. 
HORROR MONSTERS and so on, new competitors sprang up in the 


new decade. 

With CoF being irregularly distributed and new competition in the 
form of Marvel’s MONSTERS OF THE MOVIES, MONSTER 
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larry Ivie smiles for this '60s snapshot as he stands next to 
one of his impressive paintin 9 s, circa the time he was 
putting out MONSTERS AND HEROES. Thanks for the great 
photo Don! 

MADNESS, (noi to mention Marvel’s illustrated line-up) and THE 
MONSTER TIMES and so on, it had to be tough on Calvin to keep 
his contributors happy (since pay was sometimes non-existent) or even 
to attract the best talents in the field to do work for him. Still, to his 
credit, while he was going strong, he had a good eye for some of the 
best in the business. William K. Everson, John Stanley (who went on 
to host CREATURE FEATURES in Oakland. CA in ’79), Lin 
Carter, and John Benson wrote or eonducted intcrview.s for him. Yes. 
Calvin got some of the best. Let’s hear now from John Benson, one of 
the writers for CASTLE OF FRANKENSTEIN 

jom BmoN’s RicoLuenoNs. . . 

JOHi\ BENSOiV was the first to do in-depth interview’s with major 
comic artisls, including Bernard Krigstein (with Bhoh Stewart), 
Harvey Kurtzman, Will Eisner and John Severin. He has 
contributed to many publications, including ALTER ECO, 
HOOHAH!, THE COMICS JOURNAL. GRAPHIC STORY 
MAGAZINE, ALTERNATIVE MEDIA, THE CARTOONIST. 
CREEPY, and EERIE. He edited and/or wrote annotations for the 
multi-volume, slip-cased EC Comics Librarv. He was the editor of 
the fanzine IMAGE (1960) and PANELS (I9H0-S4) and he pul on 
the second two-day comics conventions ever held in 1966. He is 
currently editor of SQUATRONT, a magazine focused on EC 
comics. John edited two books about the St. John romance comics, 
ROMANCE WITHOUT TEARS and CONFESSIONS, 
ROMANCE.S, SECRETS, AND TEMPTATIONS, and an antholog}’ 
of stories from the four-color MAD imitations of the early fifties 
THESINCEREST hORM OF PARODY. 


able to find it in New York. (I don't know how he heard of it.) I got 
one for myself, too, and continued to pick it up as it canic out, but I 
was never much of a fan of the title. By 1 962 it was a mere footnote 
in my fanatical interest in movies because by that time 1 was buying 
and reading MOTION, MOVIE, CINEMA. FILM COMMENT. FILM 
QUARTERLY, SIGHT & SOUND. MOVIEGOER, NEW YORK 
FILM BULLETIN, SHOW, and I’m sure other similar magazines. 
Since Larry Ivie was a friend, and the editor of the first issues of 
CASTLE OF FRANKENSTEIN. I’m sure I also got those issues when 
they came out. 

In 1963 I moved to New York and shared an apartment with Bhob 
Stewart. (According to his blog, Bhob had started to work on 
CASTLE OF FRANKENSTEIN the prior December.) One day that 
fall Bhob casually said. “W'e're going out to Calvin’s to lay out the 
next issue." I think I worked on four issues, #3 through 66. and I'd 
guess I was out there about four or five times. Bhob went additional 
times for these issues, I think. 

We’d go to North Bergen, NJ from the Port Authority terminal by bus, 
which went along a street still called Boulevard East. (A short time 
later, after JFK’s a.s.sassination, it was renamed Kennedy Boulevard.) 
One walked up a full flight of stairs to the little front porch of Calvin’s 
small house. Inside, we’d immediately be c,scorted to the basement. 
Tlic "basemenf was actually on the same level as the small back yard 
(where Calvin gathered the “mummy dust" *at he .sold in the back of 
the magazine). The room had a large table where Bhob and I prepared 
the magazine for the printer. Calvin was (here mostly for the 
conversation. Bhob was in charge, and I assisted with the paste-ups, 
wrote captions and did other minor functions. These sessions were 
long, and we would leave at three in the morning or so, and then wait a 
long time for the bus. When Bhob went alone he sometimes stayed 
overnight, sleeping in the basement. He tells the story of hearing 
Momma Beck lock the door at the top of the stairs ai night. 

At first, Bhob just wanted to be art director, and he tried to get me to 
be editor of the magazine. But the problem was that he had all the 
ideas for things that could appear in the magazine and I wasn’t really 
interested, so he became editor by default. I only wrote a few pieces, 
notable the feature on Jean Cocteau, a review of Francis Coppola’s 
first real film, DEMENTIA 13, and, toward the end of the run. a 
review of the film THE VAULT OF HORROR. I’m sure 1 did some 
copy-editing and preparation for publication of manuscripts by others. 

I also contribute to the Comics Council, and you can see that 1 graded 
fewer comics and gave lower scores than any other member. Bhob’s 
idea was to parallel a similar chart for movies that appeared in 
CAHIERS DU CINEMA. I can’t remember now, but it’s possible that 
Calvin didn’t like the chan idea, which was the whole point: to see a 
variety of opinions at a glance. 

Did you pitch ideas for articles or reviews to Calvin or did he have a 
set idea for what each issue would entail and assign you to certain 
movies, shows, etc.? Did you like Cat's writing? 


BOYD: How'd you find out about Beck’s magazine and bow'd you 
become a writer for it? 

BENSON: I remember buying the first issue of FAMOUS 

MONSTHRS in 1959 at a musty magazine store in West Chester, PA. 

Larry Ivie had written to ask me to pick one up. since he’d not been 

John wrote a tribute to director Jean Cocteau for CoF #5. 
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Although Calvin apparently tried his hand at editing the magazine 
toward the end when Bhob left, Bhob was editor when 1 was 
associated with the magazine, and for much of its run. Bhob was 
looking for any viable contribution, and I think my articles mentioned 
above were my ideas. The feature 1 wrote on Tony Brzezinsk s home- 
movie FRANKENSTEIN was an assignment from Bhob when 
Brzezinski sent in the photos and stills from his movie. Later 
Brzezinski turned up at the New York apartment with a friend who he 
said spoke no English, translating everything for him in a foreign 
language. Sometime later he admitted that this was a hoax; his friend 
only knew English. I believe that it was Brzezinski who sometime 
later sent me some very rare production stills of the making of 
CITIZEN KANE for forwarding to Calvin. Being an honest soul, I 
forwarded them, which I forever after regretted, since they were never 
used and disappeared into the pit. 1 see that Brzezinski is credited with 
directing an “adult” film with horror trappings, DR. SEXUAL AND 
MR. HYDE, in 1971. (Two other young contributors went on to 
major Hollywood careers: Jon Davison as producer and Joe Dante as 
director.) 

tVhat were your impressions of the Beck family aiul did you have a 
good (or not-so-good) working relationship with them? 

Once or twice I caught a glimpse of Calvin’s father, a frail little man 
in pajamas shuffling like a zombie and staring into space. Many 
people have told stories about Calvin and his mother. By the time I 
was there she was more of an annoyance to him than anything. One 
time I was sitting in the living room, talking, and she came in and 
made some remark that I commented on. She then proceeded to go 
into a tirade, probably not making much sense, but going full blast at 
top speed. Calvin turned to me and said, “Now look what you ve 



John Benson wasn't big on Amicus Pictures’ THE VAUIT OF 
HORROR. His review showed up in CoF #20. 


done.” I apologized to him 
for starting her off. She 
didn’t notice that we were 
talking about her as if she 
wasn’t there but just kept 
going until she wound 
down. One could tell many 
anecdotes about Calvin, but 
not in the space available. 

Were you interested in 
writing for other 
fiimmonster magazines in 
the early ‘60s? If you did, 
what were they and what 
type of TV programs, 
movies, comics, and/or 
books did you cover? 

No. 

According to some, Cal 
loved seeing and 
discussing old movies. Do 
you recall what were This picture of John Benson was 
Calvin 's favorite films and taken circa 1967. Archie Goodwin. 
television shows during the wrote a lot of VAMPIREllA 
CoF days? stories, has his hand in the 

Calvin loved the standard fo^eoround. 
old movie classics, ’ 

particularly the fantasy and horror ones. I remember one time he 
dropped by the apartment to pick something up, and based on 
something that was said he suddenly launched into a routine, doing 
Peter Lorre’s impassioned speech at the end of Fritz Lang’s M. He did 
it in fake German, Sid Casesar style, and since Calvin looked a bit like 
a large Lorre, with bug eyes, the result was startling and rather funny. 
Calvin loved to talk but if you listened closely he really wasn’t saying 
very much. One time, after a convention, a group of us gathered at an 
eatery, and since I had a cassette recorder with me, I turned it on and 
recorded our conversation. The only bit I transcribed for posterity is 
not atypical of Calvin’s conversational style: 

CALVIN BECK: “The thing is this, the thing is this, the thing is, 
science fiction conventions and science fiction fans, even if they were 
all gathered in the city at one time from all over the United States, 
would probably number to approximately 10,000 people at most. And 
they can’t support a magazine. And half those people will not support 
your magazine, or even any magazine that anyone of us is or would be 
putting out, merely on the basis of fact that they’re not probably 
interested in that particular magazine, but they may be interested in 
THAT magazine, or they may be interested in my magazine, 
depending on the interests and the personality of the individual.” 

ART SPIEGELMAN: “The tape was on for that one, I hope.” 

BHOB STEWART: “I’d like to hear that one again. Could we have a 
playback on that?” 

Which articles of yours are you the proudest of? Which issues of 
CASTLE OF FRANKENSTEIN were the best, in your opinion? 

My review of THE VAULT OF HORROR film, in which I discuss the 
difference between taste and style and how EC had both and the film 
had neither. As to best issues, I couldn't tell you. I read them all 
when they came out, but that was forty to fifty years ago! 

Since you're a big EC Comics fan, did you ever try to steer Calvin 
toward an in-depth article on the comics from that great company? 
No. nor did Bhob and I discuss the idea. 

What’s your overall assessment of the accomplishments of Mr. Beck 
and what his magazine sought to achieve? 

Calvin’s accomplishment was to stand back and let Larry Ivie and 
Bhob Stewart and others do whatever they wanted with the magazine, 
so that it was sort of a newsstand fanzine. He did this because it was 
easier, and the only way he could get people to work on the magazine 
for little or no money, but he was also essentially a fan himself and 
never really a professional publisher. 



sem 87 / ivmooui mum m low 074 SCAHY MOHSTFRS MAGAZINE A Real Monster Magaiinel 




SCARY 87/ snmooui mum m lom 075 SCARY MORSTERS MAGAZIMF a ltea,Uon>ter »agar 


Thank you for this John. 


Since many people report that the Becks spent a lot of time at home, 
one ha.s to ask, "So where did the money conic from to publish CoK7" 
According to some hearsay, the Beck family put out beefcake 
magazines with mtiscled-up body builders — in the 1 950s. Apparently, 
these sold well enough to bankroll CASTLE OF FRANKENSTEIN’ 
(Don't ask for any titles; remember this is hearsay.) 

But at this late dale, no one really knows for sure 

efm£ mioHTsoffs fMPRfssms 

BERME iVRICHTSON saw his first puhlislied work (that all ofm 
could see, at least) in CREEPY #9, on the fan page. He loved and 
still loves the Universal monster movies and quickiv became a fan 
favorite for various fanzines in the late ‘hOs with his artwork that 
leaned mightily toward a gothic sensibility that invoked an 
immediate connection to Graham Ingels (THE HAUNT OF FEAR 
artist from EC Comics) and Mario Bava’s splendid film direction, 
among others. He soon shrugged off some of his earlier influences 
and developed a style all his own, making him one of the best new 
talents to emerge at DC Comics in the late ‘60s and a superstar on 
SWAMP I KING in the 70s. He continued to astound his fans with 
his renditions of Poe stories and other tales of terror for Warren 
Publishing in the mid-’70s and he still dazzles fans today. Here are 
his impressions of Beck and CoF. . . 


BOYD: Bernie, hom’d you hook up with Calvin T. Beck and begin 
work for CoF? 

I met Larry [Ivie] through Jeff Jones. Jeff took me to I.arrv’s place 
and told me about a spot for my sniff in MONSTERS AND HEROES, 
lie took some copies of the magazine or pages of mine to Cal. 1 
believe. I think Cal saw my stuff there. I wasn’t really known, so Cal 
called me in *68 or '59. 

You had a story in CoF §16. Was that done for CASTLE OF 
FR.A\KENSTEIN or for some other magazine or comic originally? 

I think it was going to be for SPA FON or SQUA TRONT [the leading 
EC Comics fanzines] or SHOWCASE [the DC comic] originally. I put 
It aside because something came along and it just sat there for a couple 
of years and then Calvin cailed...and I said, “Yeah. I’ll finish it.” I 
didn’t get paid cither! 

What were your impressions of Beck 
and his magazine? 

He was a very, very charming niati. 

He had a great rolling laugh and he 
charmed me into doing something for 
CASTLE OK FRANKENSTEIN. Vd 
read every CoF before fwe talked] 
and EVERY issue of FM and I felt 
CoK was a better magazine than FM! 

They sounded a lot smarter than FM, 
but CoF didn't have that 
cheeky attitude — the puns that Forry 
made and so on. 

Did you hang out with any of Cal's 
contributors, and if so, who were 
they? 

I went over to Larry's apartment a Ken Kelly did a Wonderful 
few times but we never really hung ' “ * ' “ 

out. Larry always had something 
going. He wanted to make 


rvcii) 

painting 
inside < 


for CoF #16. 
was an early 
Wrightson effort with 


o *Ti»qni5on eTTOi 

buperman movie and he wanted me to .—j j 

be in it as the hero. I didn’t want to do 9*'®- 


things 

inside a...gothie castle. A 
page from it is shown on 


r don’t think Larry got the best ■ ' 
trcatmenl from Calvin -and he never y®*"" Tight, 
got paid, not once. Cal gave him, half 

a sack of groceries. Larry also wanted to make a movie about his 
character, Altron-Boy (from MON-STERS AND HEROES) but that 


didn’t come abo 
either. (For mo 
information SE 
MONSTERS A.N 
HEROES ON FIL 
by Larry Ivie in tl 
SCAR 
MONSTERS 19( 

yearbook 
M O N S T E 
memories #7! - 

D.J.D.) 

Do you feel Bet 
really resented Jn 
Warren or dishke 
his magazines or w£ 
it Just an act on hi.. 

part? This early '70s photo of Bernie 

1 don’t remember Wrightson Was used for a comic 
him saying anything convention program book. 

disparaging about 

Warren. I told him I really LIKED the quality of his articles to him. I 
don't remember exactly what he said but he was pleased to hear that. 

He did put out u good magazine; it was top-notch in maiiv way.s. 
Matt Fox was ah unsung great. He did one of the letters column 
mastheads and other spot illustrations for CoF. Did you ever meet 
him? 

No, sorry. 

Frank Brunner was all over the place, fanzine-wise, around the 
same time you were. Did you meet while doing work for Beck? 

Brunner, we go way back. Wc met in 1969 or ‘70. 

Were you around for any Beck-and-his-mother situations? If so, 
what were they like? 





Beck got two painted covers out of Maelo Cintre 
(who was doing horror comics for Skywald-Atlas 
titles like NIGHTMARE and 1‘SYCHO, but hit 
work didn’t have the scars' flair of a piece by Kelly 
Ivie, or Brunner or even the great photo covers tha 
ranged from CoF #6-14. Inside #20, most of thi 
issue read like e.xtremely opinionated putdowns ol 
most of the movies featured. Companies with bigger 
budgets put out more attractive magazines. 

Dennis Druktenis tells me Bojarski moved on to 
THE MONSTER TIMES, where one of Beck’s incarnations, 
"HUGO HEADSTONE,” the harried publisher-editor of 
“DISGUSTING MONSTERS,” began as an amusing strip, Whiliam 
K. Everson wrote the wonderful book overv'iew of screen villainy 


Richard Bojarski (with glasses and tie) and BecK igesTuring nypnoucany/ wore 
captured on fnm in this undated photo which was snagged off the Internet. 


HUCO 
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other scary magaiines like SCREAM DOOR (cover by 
Wrightson) were recommended in CoF #18. 


HUGO HEADSTONE, publisher-editor of "DISGUSTING 
MONSTERS", showed up in THE MONSTER TIMES and this 
one came from a convention program book in the early 70s. 


I don't think I ever met Calvin Beck. I have a 
memory of seeing him someplace. He had the most 
incredible voice, like a professional actor’s voice. 
He was short and fat and looked sort-of like a load IF 
he was the guy that I saw! Outside of a theater in 
New York, somebody told me, "That’s Calvin Beck 
with his mom!” I looked around for a tall, handsome 
guy who matched the voice and he didn't. 

Our relationship was strictly over the phone, you see. 
We talked about old monster movies and he was very 
knowledgeable. I was alw'ays buying EERIH, 
CRF,EPY, and so on. 

Still he was a good guy and he knew his stutl and he 
put out a very good magazine. 

I feel the same H’av. Thanks for your time, Bernie. 
You’re very welcome, Jerry. 


SCREAM DOOR 


/ MONSTER 
I MAGAZINE m 
iPUeUISHER 
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[My thanks go out to all the interviewees for their time and consideration 
and Dennis D. for some much-needed research. Extra special thanks 
must be given to Mr. Glut for his taking time to dig out some great 
photos from his amateur filmmaking days.) 


&TV 


It would be SCARY .MONSTERS editor Dennis Druktenis and 
Larry Ivie who d revive the unique excitement of the magazine with 
#26 in the summer of 1 999. 

Still, despite limited monetary resources, Mr. Beck and his 
contributors did an exceptional job before calling it quits with #25. 
And that’s why we remember CASTLE OF FRANKENSTEIN 
fondly today.. .as well we should. 


Return to the Gothic Castle! Done in BojarsRf’s style by the 
author, we have (left to right) mischievous witch Teena 
(from the BARON VON BUNGLE strip). Dr. Frankenstein. Hugo 
Headstone (one of Beck’s alter egos), Big Frankie himself, 
Baron Von Bungle (ANOTHER Beck-inspired character), 
Bernstein or Hugo, horror magaiine assistant, and Orson 
Kane (a THIRD Beck incarnation!). Bojak drew most of these 
weirdies in CoF or THE MONSTER TIMES. 


called THE BAD GUYS around the time he did articles about Lugosi 
and others for Cal’s magazine. Lin Carter. W'ho pul together a column 
on book reviews, was scribing new stories about Howard's CONAN 
THE BARBARIAN. In short, some of Calvin’s most talented 
contributors were quietly moving on. 

Dennis adds that Beck, in an intcrv’iew for MAGICK THEATER #6 
(1985), .said, “Wc began running into serious disiribution problems 
with #24 . After all this [series of problems], CoF sales staned to 
dropping as quickly as they’d gone up. I’d had enough.” 

The 26th issue was put together, according to Bhob Stewart, who 
worked on the magazine for years. “I returned in 1976,” Bhob 
recalled for the same issue Cal was interviewed in. “...to ediCdesign 
#26; it was never printed bul exists in finished pasle-up form— Uio 
bad, because it’s one of the best CoF's ever, it has no ads: two-thirds 
of it is about STAR TREK, and the other third is a tremendously 
entertaining and revelatory interview Barry Brown did with Bruno 
VeSota about a year before VeSota’s death.” 

The 26th issue rested on shelves or in drawers in the Beck’s 
basement until a sewer pipe in there broke and left the pasted-up art 
and articles texts under water. Cal considered recreating the issue’s 
contents and getting the issue’s contents and getting the issue out 
anyway but decided on another direction. 

I asked Dennis if CoF would've seen a 1980s revival The answer 
was, “In MIDNIGHT MARQUEE #37 (1988), Beck told Gary J. 
Svehia that ’I was phanning on getting CoF restarted before my illness 
laid me low. CoF is not completely dead...therc’s a chance, health 
pennitting, that the world will once again see another issue.’” It was 
not to be. Sadly, Beck would pass away the following year on May 


Here* an issues cover wed have liked to have seen for CoF 
in 1975, before they closed up shop; Jack Kirby and Rod 
Serling being interviewed, a NIGHT GALLERY cover, with 
looks at WESTWORLD, JAWS, TRILOGY OF TERROR, and 
Mario Bava films inside, among other 70s gory delights! This 
cut-and-paste job was done by the author. 






by Kent R. Daluga 

“ICON” The grease paint has dried a thousand plus times 

and the eyes are now blackened and the “spirits” how they 
destroyed the “gum” and still the crowds continue to pay 
respects to and for the never ending appeal of their icon. ..Yes, 
the one who thru no fault of time.'space has become the icon!! 
The man the anist can and sometimes become one to the 
audience.... Just ask Scan Connery or anyone who has the 
burden or pleasure to be the one called icon! ! And as the new 
year 2013 continues and the airwaves across this nation 
celebrates all that is old is sometimes new again to another 
audience or generation. I wish the “Son of Svengoolie.JRich 
Ko 7. only the knowledge to be strong and clear of head to be the 
one called “ICON”...so “count your chickens”...Rich and 
remember you can always be replaced by “The Ghoul” if it all 
becomes to. ..well, you know? 

“GONE".. .As the snow starts to melt and the water will surely 
collect into puddles of earth to reclaim once again as it has a 
million times before and will a million times more. ..He reached 
out to the eyes and minds who would agree and digest its 
meaning. In recent discussions with like minded foes and 
friends he was reminded that time indeed stands still for no one 
and to celebrate the past was not the norm for this present and 
future generation.. .He was growing old and the things he 
valued becoming even more a burden and also a blessing and 
so Ihe cycle continued and after all it did give him comfort in 
this ever changing world... "HOPE.” 

“INK” the words on the pages were faded and the pages 
themselves were dried like leaves spending too much time in 
the sun and the wind...slightly WTinkled and their perfume had a 
slight odor of “musky basement” as old magazines uncovered 
after many years unread often did! A search into this treasure 
trove of times passed excited the explorers and their thirst to 
find out the answer of the “printed page” as now it was all at 
their finger tips. The need to destroy a renewable resource and 
place “words” on the by-products (paper) was so foreign in the 
year 2037 and still in the context of time it was all so recent 
and the “old ones” put so much value in it!! Had generations 
allowed the machines to become the undoing of so much 
knowledge as now the words were not read, only listened to 
and so thus becoming more and more undesirably.. .and yet the 
“old ones” slill spoke of a time of great ideas and words on 
pages... ’’LOST?’* 

‘‘LEGACY” ...Who knows what will endure as each passing 
day brings changes that will impact the next generation and the 
next and so on? The need to remember and be remembered and 
respected by the next is nol for us/others to decide.. .as we 
ownsclves have done, let no one decide the history! 

Once again the words on the pages will be read or 
not, understood or not, loved or demonized by the 
cyber crowd who in their own minds and gestures 
only decided the fate of themselves.. .not the few or 
the many! The pages and then the slate/pad./screen 
and maybe the eye screen contact lens will decide 
that all is just a passing phase and in the large 


context of 
time... "CHANGE.” 
“CONTEXT”... Another 
issue of SCARY 
MONSTERS in your hands 
and so goes the paper and 
ink in hand, always in a 
timely manner and with a 
w'ink and a smile, as the 
“beautiful" toll away with 
the context and the masses 
who will not be counted or 
be invested in its future...! 
say enjoy the art of these 
times and the blessing of ils 
written words and of course 
always to be reminded it car 
and will end somcday...not a 
matter of if, but of when and 
so until the 
“explorers” 
discover your 
collection. ..and 
distover the 
sense of 
wonder... “K” 


ICON” 
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DESTINY VAMPIRE MERMAID is 
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Story and Art by James Panetta 
MjMma stood watching the Black Hawk reeling in the 
unconscious diver. A short distance away her partner in 
mWm Ihe NSA Jonathan Me Devish had his back to her 
^ r m answering natures call. His bladder’s timing was 

impeccable as usual. ‘ 

As she watched, the 
two remaining Apaches 
took up a 
ahead of and behind the 
Black Hawk. Maria 
cursed and turned back 
to Jonathan who was 
still preoccupied. 

“Johnny put it away, 
they’re moving!” 
shouted Maria as she 
dove into the passenger 
side of the car. 

Jonathan almost 
closed the zipper on 
him.self as he dove into 
the driver’s side of the 
car. Just as he turned 
the key of the ignition 
the helicopters pa.ssed 
over them. Maria 
flashed Jonathan an 

annoyed look as the car peeled hard onto the road. 


The Home Guard soldiers dropped De.stiny’s unconscious body hard 
onto the iloor of the Black Hawk. I hey looked at each other in 
surprise as the observed her glistening mermaid tail. One even felt the 
urge to venture a touch of the tail. 

"Hands to yourself private!” shouted the pilot from the cockpit. 

The soldier was so startled he nearly fell out of the helicopter if not 
for the assistance of one of his fellows. 

The pilot laughed to himself and looked back to the flight path. His 
amusement ended when he noticed a vehicle below him. Since the 
Home Guard had blocked off all the roads the helicopters would fly 
over under some cock and bull story about a chemical spill, the pilot 
knew the vehicle was there to follow him. The pilot shook his head 
and activated the transmitter. 

"Red One this is Red Six, we’re being tracked,” began the pilot. 
“Should I eliminate the target?” 

Elena’s voice came over the transmitter. “Ah, that would be Jonathan 
Me Devish of the NSA running his errands for the Senate oversight 
comrnittce. [.el them follow, we’ll have a special reception for him 
and his friends.” 

The Pilot shrugged his shoulders, he always hated how the upper 
echelons would rather let a problem get worse rather than deal with it 
at the moment. “Roger out.” 

Maria was tumbling with an electronic device about the size of a 
laptop computer, On the monitor, there was a radar image of the 
helicopters superimposed over a map of the area. Just as Maria hit the 
last button to lock the track, the screen suddenly went dead. Maria 
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started to bang on the screen in a vain effort to get the signal back. 
Even though the tracker was essential to the mission, Jonathan still 
found that he was amused by the situation. 

“So why were you picked for this mission?” asked Jonathan 
playfully. 

The screen suddenly displayed the helicopter track again. That did 
not calm Maria’s frustration. 

“Fimt of all. you’re the expert with the equipment, and I was suppose 
to drive.” responded Maria. 

Jonathan smirked, in the three months they had known each other, he 
decided that Maria was very cute when she got flustered. 

And secondly,” began Maria as she frowned at his play smirk, 
because you said you needed someone with occult experience, why I 
have no idea.” 


Maria stared at Jonathan this lime with a playful look. “Of course if 
you told me why you needed an occult specialist, I might be of i?rcatcr 
help.” 

Jonathan returned her look and tone. “Need to know Maria.” 

Jonathan looked back to the road and after a brief pau.se said. 
“Besides, we’re not even sure why we need you, all we got from their 
data base was the name Project Destiny.” 

Maria focused on the W'ord Destiny: there was something significant 
about that word. Stories her grandfather had told her when she was 
little, something about a Vampire Mermaid. He had always been fond 
of that story, so fond that it seemed like a personal experience. 

There s something familiar about that name, my grandfather 
mentioned it in a story about a mermaid.” said Maria in a di.stani 
voice. Her mind was still drifting about the memories of her 
grandfather. 

Jonathan made a small laugh. “Mermaid, well Til ignore that for 
now. but what was your grandfather’s deal.” 

PhD s in ancient and occult history. He’s the one who got me 
started,” said Maria proudly. 

“And what got you in the NSA?” 

That would be my dad,” said Maria quickly. Her mind soon drifted 
back to her grandfather. "You know my grandfather’s old place is 
around her. I just haven’t been back since...” 

Maria’s voice trailed off. She was reminded how her mother and 
grandfather were both killed in a car accident two years ago. Tears 
started to well up in her yes, which did not go unnoticed by Jonathan. 
Now he felt bad for trying to crack a joke about her grandfather's 
career. 

“I’m sorry I brought it up,” he said feeling like a bit of an ass. 

Maria quickly brought herselfback lo reality. “Jusl old memories.” 
Maria’s cell phone rang, startling her. She quickly pulled the phone 
from her front pocket and looked at the caller ID. It was her hou.se 
number calling from before three o’clock in the afternoon. That meant 
it was her younger sister, Karen. Maria made an angry huff and 
pressed the call button. 

“Why arc you home?” asked Maria, who already knew the answer. 
“Love you too sis,” was Karen’s fast reply. 


Karen dropped down onto a black leather couch with a cordless 
phone in her hands. She had finally gotten use to the archaic device 
since Maria had taken away her cell phone for her last transgression 
during an eventful junior year al Saint Mary’s. Karen’s gothed out 
Catholic school uniform was enough proof of how she fell about her 
academic career. 


SCARY MDHSmS MAGAZINE A Real khnsUr Uaga^me! 


“What did you do tliis time?” asked Maria finally. 

Karen rolled her eyes back, she knew there was no good answer to 
that queslion. “Nothing.” 

“Then what arc you doing home, you don’t get sent home tor 

nothing?” i. -x- .v. 

Karen decided that since the phone was so ancient, that it she 
remained silent, Maria would think the phone was disconnecled. 

“Now Karen!” 

Karen took a deep breath. “I tried to put a hex on my gym teacher 
and she fell down the steps.” 

“How did she tall down the steps Karen?” 

“Because the fake blood startled her.” 

There was an uncomfortable long pause. Karen thought that maybe 
Maria’s phone lost the signal. That would at least spare her a few 

hours. , 

“Girl you are going to gel it when 1 get home! and that statement 
from Maria ended Kai'cn’s vain hope. 

Karen rolled her yes again. “Now you sound like mom.” 

“Karen!” , • 

Karen winched. She knew she went to far with that last remark, iheir 
father died when Karen was an infant so she never knew him. For 
Maria it was a triple blow losing both parents and a grandfather who 
she grew up with when she was young. 

“I’m sorry, 1 didn’t mean that!” said Karen with real remorse. 

Maria, however, was not in a forgiving mood, Just make sure 

you’re there when I get back!” 

Maria hung up the phone right after that last remark. Karen dioppcd 
the phone and collapsed on the couch first. She couldn t control her 
tears. 

Maria dropped her phone and started to bang the back of her head 
into the seat. She was not good at being a mother. The universe all 
changed when she had to become her younger sister’s guardian. She 
wanted to do right by her mother, but the combination of her career 
and Karen’s unusually high amouni of teen angst quickly 
overwhelmed her. That was why Maria decided to make this her last 
mission. If she was going to raise her sister right, then the U.S. 
government and her promising career would have to go. It cut mto her 
like a knife to think about it but Karen had made up her mind. 

“You know teenagers will do that to you,’’ said Jonatlran w'ith a quick 
glance at Maria. . , . j 

His statement reminded Maria that she was still banging her head 
into the seat. She quickly stopped with a frustrated sigh. “I’ll take a 
terrorist cell any day.’’ 

Two hours later Maria and Jonathan arrived at the outskirts ol a large 
industrial complex. The place was disguised to look like an abandoned 
candy factory, but careful observation from trained eyes could find 
concealed bits of high tech surveillance equipment. The other dead 
giveaway, were the Apache helicopters and Black Hawk lifting off 
. from the compound. 

Jonathan made a sarcastic smile as he watched them fly over him. 
“And there they go right back to base like they weren’t wasting tax 

payer dollars working for a private army.” , . 

“How many more are coming?” asked Maria. She normally liked 
Jonathan’s nonchalant attitude, but she was having a bad feeling about 

this mission. . 

“TlK whole team,” began Jonathan able to sense her apprehension. 1 
think we're going to need everyone for this OP . ^ 

Maria was not impressed. “I would be happier with more. 

Jonathan cracked a smile in an attempt to console her. Wc rc just 
going to raid foeir main frame, not lake down the whole facility. Now, 
would you care to do the honors” 

Maria took out her cell phone and put in a call to headquarters, which 
was picked up after only two rings. Because she was nervous it felt 
like an eternity. “We’re on, coordinates to follow. 

Destiny woke up as she was thrown into the water. Unlike a human 
her enhanced senses told her everything she needed to know about her 


new environment almost instantaneously. Fresh water, glass tank with 
walls and roof extending out of the water, concrete deck on the other 
side of Ihe glass with five heavily armed humans, plus one female 
undcad that Destiny would be sure to make completely dead as soon as 
she broke out of the tank. 

Destiny flipped over in the wafer to changer her direction and swam 
toward the wall of the lank with lightening speed. Her target was the 
female vampire that was mostly likely the leader. If she hit the glass 
just right. Destiny was sure she could make a large piece of shattered 
glass sever the vampire’s head. The humans would make a fine meal 
afterwards. She felt that getting rid of ihal bunch would do their 
Species a favor as a whole. Destiny braced for impact. 

“Con...” Destiny never finished the phrase. She impacted the glass, 
but there was more to it than solid matter. Electricity danced around 
her body as she fell back hard into the water. She knew instantly that 

she had crashed into a magical barrier. 

Elena laughed as she walked up to the glass. She was pleased to see 
Destiny recover so fast from the collision. The little Vampire Mermaid 
quickly returned to the edge of the glass, through this time with 
caution, and glared at Elenca with a hatcftil look. Elena could tell that 
Destiny didn't recognize her. 

“You don’t remember me, do you?” asked Elena. 

Destiny carefully moved her hand along the gla.ss. She wanted to 
make it obvious that the only thought she had was to destroy eveiyone 
on the other side. Little bits of energy danced around her fingertips. 
She even jumped up through the water to try a vent at the top of the 
tank. She did not show her disappointment that it was protected with 
magic as well. 

“Should 1 remember you, I’ve destroyed so many of your kind that I 
easily loose track,” said Destiny as smug as possible. 

Elena turned her back to Destiny and rested her back against the 
glass. She could sense that her arrogance was getting to her. “So have 
1, however, you did manage to get my husband.” 
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Destiny was confiised. “Husband?” 

•'My name is Elena,” said Elena as she turned to face Destiny, smiling 
at her confusion. “I was Dracula’s first wife, we met briefly on the 
ship, the night your lifestyle changed.” 

Destiny lunged for the glass overcome by rage. All she succeeded in 
doing was to make Elena laugh and propel herself back twenty feet 
When Destiny recovered she swami back to the glass. Destiny 
struggled to speak, but no words w'ould come out. Finally she turned 
away from Elena in frustration. 


Elena was glad to sec how upset she made her little pet feel. Destiny 
would be easier to control if she were off balance. 

“Can’t really blame you for still being cross, that night you were just 
the latest in a long line of depravity begun by my husband. The things 
he would do for entertainment,” said Elena in an attempt to sound 
consoling. 

Destiny was not out of the smug off yet. “Perhaps he wasn't 
receiving adequate entertainment at home?" 


She .still has some bite, thought Elena. “The theories abound. He 
spread his essence everywhere without a thought creating new undead 
out of the most unworthy wretches.” 

“Sounds like a typical man, with nothing worthwhile to come home 
to, shame they hadn’t invented marriage counseling yet. though 1 think 
a divorce lawyer would have done him better,” responded De.siiny 
trying to sound carefree. 

“As much as 1 would like to continue this conversation I have to get 
to the reason why we’re here,” said Elena trying to sound like a 
gracious host. 


“I can hardly .stand the anticipation,” responded Destiny without 
looking back. 

I^lena leaned her back against the tank. “I have spent almost three 
hundred years feeding off my husband’s playthings. A harlot here, 
mad dictator there. 1 believe you’ve taken out a few yourself.” 

“And?” asked Destiny beginning to loose her patience. 

“And you’re the last one my dear,” said Elena happily. “Once I feed 
on you all of Dracula’s power becomes mine alone.” 

Destiny s blood boiled. She turned and stormed up to the glass even 
more enraged that Elena still kept her back to her. 

“I’d love to see you tiy,” spat Destiny with venom. 

Elena turned to Destiny, and was happy to .see that her prisoner was 
now simmering nicely. 

I imagine all the lovely soldiers here will make that a simple task 
besides I’ve offered them what’s left for experimental puiposes” 
began Elena as she started for the door. “Something about an army of 
soldiers capable of breathing underwater or some crazy thing like 
that.” 


Destiny punched the barrier causing it to spark. She actually found 
that she was too angry to speak. All she could do was stare at Elena. 

Blena stopped w'hen she heard the barrier react to an impact. “Now, 
now, you have a long painful day tomorrow, must gel your rest.” 

Destiny defiantly whacked the barrier with her tail. 

“I wouldn’t bother, nothing of your hand can break the barrier,” said 
Elena as she started for the door again. “I was going to drop a bat in 
there to prove it to you, but I guess we’ll just have to save that for 
tomorrow.” 

Wift that last statement, Elena and the soldiers exited leaving 
De.sttny to herself. In frustration she swung her tail at the barrier one 
last time. 


Jonathan and ten of his team were assembled in the dark area at the 
base of the fence. Everyone was in tactical gear and armed with M4's 
except for Maria, who had a bolt action sniper rifle with a telescopic 
sight, and a silencer. To the rear there were five other members of 
their team in hiding to guard their escape route. 

Jonathan watched as one of his team carefully clipped a small device 
to the fence. After a few moments a red light on the device switched 
to green. He turned to Jonathan and gave him a thumbs up. Jonathan 
patted a man with boit cutters on the back and he began to cut a hole in 
the fence. Once the hole was finished the team carcfiiily rushed inside 
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with Jonathan in the lead. The team took cover behind some metal 
barrels. Jonathan scanned the area. He quickly located most of the 
Home Guard cither walking the compound or stationed on a series of 
catwalks. They would block his path to the control room unless he 
could get Maria up high to clear a path with her sniper rifle. Then 
Jonathan found what he was looking for, a dark building with a ladder 
to the top out of sight. Jonatlian patted Maria on the back and pointed 
to the ladder. Maria made a frustrated huff and started for the ladder. 
Maria reached the top of the building and quickly shuffled to the 
edge. The best vantage point she could find was standing on a vent. 
Satisfied that it would not give, Maria looked through her sight. Five 
targets total, all unaware she was there. Maria lined up the first target 
She went through the usual mantra she had for this occasion. This is a 
bad person doing bad things to nice people. She pulled the trigger, 
and the first Home Guard hit the ground. Another saw what happened. 
His head exploded before he could alert anyone. Three, four and five 
went down just as quick. Maria saw Jonathan and the rest of the team 
rush through the compound just as number five hit the ground like a 
stone. Maria looked through the sight to check for more hidden 
targets. 

Strangely she couldn’t see the body of number one any longer. She 
assumed it must have rolled off the catwalk. 

To Maria’s horror the compound filled with lights. Maria was 
blinded by the sudden illumination. Then she heard the sound of 
people screaming and automatic fire. Maria quickly pulled herself 
together and started looking for targets. Half her team was already 
dead, but she was glad to see that Jonathan was still fighting. A Home 
Guard tried to surprise him from behind, but Maria quickly put a bullet 
in his head. He didn't stop. She must have nicked his head. Maria 
fired again and she knew she had hit but the Homo Guard didn’t stop. 
“Jonathan!” 

Her warning was too late. The Home Guard jumped on Jonathan and 
tore into his neck with his teeth. Maria started firing still unable to 
accept the impossible sight below her. The Home Guard released 
Jonathan and turned to Maria. His fangs were covered in blood and 
flesh. Maria dropped below the ledge and screamed. 

Before she could take everything in someone grabbed her by her 
body amior and pulled her into the air. Maria started to struggle. She 
couldn’t reach her sidcarm. Then she saw the face of her attacker. It 
was number five with the bullet hole still in his head. Maria screamed 
again. 

“That shot hurt,’’ he said as he showed his fangs. 

Number five went for Maria’s neck with his fangs. Fortunately the 
added weight caused the vent to give way. They both plunged through 
the vent cover into the shaft. Number five caught the jagged edge of 
the vent cover and severed his neck. The ashes from his body fell into 
Maria’s mouth as she screamed on her way to the bottom of the shaft. 
Maria tried to get the burning ash out of her mouth, which made her 
oblivious to the vent cover rapidly approaching from below. When 
she hit the vent cover buckled and Maria plunged into a tank of icy 
water. 

Maria sank fast, her body armor made it difficult to swim. Then 
something latched onto her from behind and rapidly pulled her to the 
surface. Once her face broke the surface Maria twisted her body 
around and came face to face with a beautiful woman with long brown 
hair and a bikini made out of shells. 

“What are you doing here?” asked the woman, 

Maria looked around still in shock. She knew she was in a glass tank, 
and she could see the vent she fell through. She looked at the water! 
and saw a large fish tail that much to her surprise seemed to be 
connected to the woman holding her. 

What the...” Maria was cut off when the woman grabbed her neck 
and lifted her out of the water. 

“I asked you a question!” demanded the woman showing a pair of 
vampire fangs. 

Maria screamed and this time managed to draw her sidearm. 

Destiny could never tell if it was the fear of water, her fangs, or the 
tact that she was a mermaid that made humans loose their senses. The 
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weapon had to go. Destiny knew that much. Destiny grabbed 
the weapon, but it discharged and hit the glass. Destiny was 
happy to see that the glass cracked where the bullet struck. 
Destiny w'as about to say something to the young woman in her 
grasp, when several Home Guard entered the room. They 
stopped when they saw the girl in her hands. 

“How the hell did she get in the lank with the fish?” shouted 
one of the Home Guard. 

Destiny had enough of the fish cracks, it was time to leave. 
Destiny forced the weapon still in the woman’s hand towards 
the glass and forced her to pull the trigger. She emptied the mag 
until the glass exploded into the room. At the same time the 
magic barrier detonated throwing the Home Guard across the 
room. Satisfied with her work Destiny jumped out of the water 
with no effort still holding the woman. 

■‘Conjure!" Destiny formed her legs in midair and landed on 
the concrete deck. She was happy to sec the woman was 


_ speechless. 

« — ' Maria couldn’t take it all in. First 

vampires kill her team, ihcn she 
i lands in a tank of water with a 
_ i rnermaid who also turns out to be a 

I vampire as well, and finally she 
bursts out of the water and grows a 
pair of legs. Finally Maria managed 
to find a voice. 

'■•Who are you?” 

The woman pulled Miuia’s face 
close to her own and smiled showing 
her pearly white fangs. 

“I’m Destiny.” 

Maria suddenly remember every 
story her grandfather had told her 
about the Vampire Mermaid. 


To Be 
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Dear SCARY MONSTERS MAGAZINE, 
(Continued from page SO) 

Dear Dennis: 

Another fantastic issue of SCARY MONSTERS (#85), and 1 
have to say, from cover to cover, one of your better efforts of 
late. Terry Beatty’s Jack Pierce tribute cover is as good as 
anything he’s done for the past dozen or so issues. Dr. 
Gangrene’s article on Pierce is commendable, i appreciate his 
research and his (factual) conclusions to the tedious and 
overblown “who created the Frankenstein monster makeup” 
controversy. 1 agree with the Good Doctor in disagreeing with 
another one of David Skal’s absurd assertions. Unless there is 
an eleventh-hour revelation, there exists no concrete evidence 
that the monster’s makeup was James Whale’s design as Skal 
so wholeheartedly claims. Frankly, 1 think he is once more 
advancing his revisionist agenda to champion certain 
individuals whom he favors over others. I seem to recall that 
he is the same historian who asserted that the classic horror 
film cycle of the 1930’s was a reaction to the physical 
mutilation and disfigurement seen in soldiers returning from 
the First World War. That this occurred over a dozen years 
before seems not to temper his notion. 

I have seen many attempts by numerous individuals over the 
years to try and make the proverbial “silk purse out of a sow’s 
ear” when it comes to so-called monster myth-busting. In the 
case of Jack Pierce, it’s not only inaccurate by the existing 
evidence, it’s downright disrespectful. What will we 
overinflate and turn into cheap theatrics next — Jack Pierce’s 
legendary temper tantrums? My guess is Mr. Pierce was 
fiercely proud and protective of his unique artistic creations; 
any artist worth their salt would, and should, act the same. 

JOHN NAVROTH MONSTER MAGAZINE WORLD 

Dear Dennis, 

Boy, am I behind the curve! 1 just “discovered” SCARY 
MONSTERS MAGAZINE at #85 and it makes me feel as if 
I’ve been trapped in THE TWILIGHT ZONE all these years! 
SCARY MONSTERS is the most informative, fun magazine 
I’ve had the privilege of reading since the (too) long-defunct 
COMIC BOOK MARKETPLACE. I as peripherally 
familiar with your magazine via Scary Terry Beatty’s website 
and curiosity got the best of me and so I ordered this issue 
along with my regular order from WESTFIELD COMICS. 
After I read this wonderful magazine I couldn’t have been more 
excited if I had won the Lottery (Boy! Even I have to question 
the veracity of that last statement!). I could have continued to 
order the magazine through WESTFIELD but I purchased a 
subscription direct from you thinking that somehow it benefits 
you guys more. Perhaps I should have said “youse guys” since 
I grew up in NYC! 


By the way, I met Seary Terry at last year’s 
Superman Celebration in Metropolis, IL and I 
couldn’t have asked to meet a nicer Monster! 
He did an illo of THE PHANTOM (not of the 
Opera but the hero of the Deep Woods) for me 
and to say it was great would be an 
understatement of the 1st magnitude! So a BIG 
“thank you” goes out to Scary Terry for 
spending so much time talking to this over-age 
fanboy and his lovely wife! 

Now on to the magazine itself! I thought the 
Frankenstein art by Rick Mountfort was 
“Spine”-tingling. Jerry Boyd’s HAMMER article was very 
good and makes me want to see some of the films I’ve missed. 
COUNTESS DRACULA is currently in my NETFLIX queue. 
I have just purchased the Universal Monster Collection in Blu- 
Ray (Worth every dime in my estimation!) and the very 
informative article about Julie Adams with the great photos 
alone was worth the price of your magazine. I LOVE reading 
the background information about the making of the films and 
the people behind them! Dr. Gangrene’s article on Jack Pierce 
and the great photos were perhaps the highlight of the issue for 
me. The HIDEOUS SUN DEMON is one of my favorites and 
Stephen Daly’s article on the making of the movie had to be the 
highlight of the issue for me (Hold it! Didn’t I just say the 
Pierce article? Okay, so I loved both of them. So sue me!) 
One day, many years ago, after watching the HIDEOUS SUN 
DEMON on CHILLER THEATRE in NY, my brother and I 
went outside our apartment building and re-enacted some of the 
key scenes from the movie (much to the puzzlement of the 
many passerby. I’m sure!). We took turns being the Demon 
and attacked each other! I think I got the worse-for-wear out of 
that deal since my brother was three years older than 1 and 
about a foot taller! 

I loved the info about Zacherley in your mag. Besides seeing 
him on TV, back in the mid-60’s he also lived somewhere in 
my neighborhood (Hell’s Kitchen, natch!) as my brother and I 
saw him walking around sans makeup several times. My 
lasting impression of him was how very tall he appeared to this 
Monster Kid! 

Well, I think I’ve talked your ears off (or, more accurately, 
caused your eyes to bug out!), so I’ll take my leave by telling 
you that you haven’t heard the last from me (Funny.. .why did 
your office suddenly clear out? Oh well, it must be you lunch 
time or something’)! 

Most Sincerely, 

ERIC G. BLACKMORE 


Hi Dennis, 

I’m currently 
enjoying SM 
#85 but wanted 
to submit this 
picture of my 
grandkids and 
son taken last 
July 2012 at G- 
FEST XIX in 
Chicago. From 
left to right is 
Anna Rose, 
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Isaak Rose and Chase Bailey wilh Sven. They were very 
excited to meet Sven and he was gracious as always. Hope you 
can use this in the Sven Tribute in issue #87. 

Bea.si Witches, 

CREEPY KEVIN ROSE Clinton, lA 


York Town Mall 2012. 

I am a Huge fan! Please 
consider for your 
magazine. 

Thanks! 

JOSE PEREZ 

Hi there — 

I am attaching a couple 
pics of my 9 year old 
son. Ty, in his Sven shirt 
that “Santa” brought 
him! As you can see — 
he is thrilled! 

He and I have a “date” 
every Saturday night to 
watch movies with 
Svengoolic! My 
husband and I grew up 
watching and are thrilled 
to share these fun movies with our kids! 

Thanks for doing the magazine! Can’t wait to see it! 
CANDl SCHEUERMANN 


fCnHEMIHl 


have our weekly CREATURE DOUBLE FEATURE, a long 
running series of the best monster movies ever put on film. As 
the 70's came to an end, so did the interest in monsters it 
seemed. The CRE.ATURE DOUBLE FEATURE wanted to 
go in a new direction and they brought in the SON OF 
SVENGOOLIE. I wasn’t sure what to make of this character 
when I first saw' that the format changed but it didn’t take long 
for me to become hooked on this top-hatted ghoul. 

Eventually the CREATURE DOUBLE FEATURE was 
replaced with KUNG-FU THEATER and 1 thought the days 
of w'atching SON OF SVENGOOLIE were over.. .forever. 
Flash forward twenty years in the future and here 1 was still 
watching SVENGOOLIE, after dropping the “Son Of,” thanks 
to collectors sending me copies of his show. During March of 
2011 the unthinkable happened to me as 1 was able to finally 
meet the first horror host that I had been exposed to as a 
teenager. This meeting, at the BROOKFIELD ZOO, was a lot 
of fun and very memorable thanks to Rich Koz’s kindness and 
generosity. Then, in September of 2011, Svengoolie was 
brought back to the Rhode Island airwaves thanks to ME-TV 
going national. 

Thankfully I was able to repeat the good fortune of seeing 
Sven in 2012 during a trip to Chicago to spend the week with 
my cO“blogger Dave Fuentes for HORORHOUND 
WEEKEND. This year’s meeting was going to be the perfect 
way to end the week as Sven was appearing at the 
BROOKFIELD ZOO once again for their annual Vital 
Grounds fundraiser. 

Sven has been a great supporter of TERROR FROM 
BEYOND THE D.AVES (terrordabves.com) and he truly is the 
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Growing up a 
monster kid in 
Rhode Island 
had its 
limitations. 
Though wc did 
not have a 
local horror 
host we did 


Here is a pic with Sven 
Rosemont! 

Enjoy! 

BARB KHAN 


at last summer’s GODZILLA 


Fest in 





reason the Daves came together. At this event, as the year 
before, we were welcomed by Rich and Jim Roche with open 
arms and after talking w’itli him awhile we were invited to stick 
around for the entire event. It amazes me at how loyal Sven’s 
fans are and I found it a lot of fun to watch as each new group 
of people entered the room where Sven was signing. Their 
faces would light up and it w-as so nice to see how much Sven 
is part of these people’s lives. 

One of my favorite aspects of this event was listening to the 
banter between Rich and Jim. They are both very quick-witted 
and the jokes come fast and furious. It is when you see this 
spontaneity that you realize how talented Rich Koz truly is. 
Dave and I found ourselves laughing out loud on many 
occasions and it is nice to sec a horror host so in tune with his 
fans. I personally want to thank Rich for so many years of 
television view'ing fun and his friendship. It is no wonder that 
he has gone national as it is so deserved. 

DAVID ALBAUGH RI 


I submit for your approval, this piece for the Svengoolic issue. 
It was done W'ith brush and ink 


ERIC “ROT” ENGELMANN Chicago, IL 


Hi Dennis (and everyone cl.se at SCARY MONSTERS), 

I love that youTe doing a tribute to Svcngooiie — I’ve lived in 
Chicago all my life, so I've enjoyed his show for a long, long 
time. 

The piece I’ve written (see below') may be longer than what 
you’re looking for, but I’m more than willing to edit it down. 
(If you have a specific word count in mind, please let me 


know.) AI.so, I’ve included three photos: Two of the postcards 
sent to me in response to a fan letter (mentioned in my piece), 
and one of a similar card for the original Svengoolic, Jerry G. 
Bishop, that I bought off of eBay a couple of years ago (Tm 
sure he’ll be mentioned in the tribute issue, so it wouldn’t hurt 
for you to have an image or two of him.) 

Whether you use any of this material or not, I'll be picking up 
the Svengoolic tribute issue — I’m sure to enjoy ill 
Thanks, 

ED MOORE Chicago, IL 

ED’S Svengoolic MONSTER MEMORIES 
June 16 is a bittersweet day for me. It was the day in 1995 
when my father passed away after double bypa.ss surgery. It’s 
also the day that, 16 years earlier, Rich Koz first appeared on 
Chicago TV screens as SON OF SVENGOOLIE. 

Dad was never a horror fan — he much preferred John Wayne 
to Boris Karloff^ — but he and Mom allowed me to stay up late 
Friday and Saturday nights to w'atch the original Svengoolic, 
Jeny G. Bishop, on WFLD and CREATURE FEATURES on 
WGN on the tiny black & white portable TV in the family 
room — the 
beginnings of 
my cinematic 
education. 

By the time 
Son of Sven 
came on the 
air, I had my 
own TV — the 
first color TV 
in my family, 
given as a 
graduation 
present — on 
which to enjoy 
the show. I 
didn’t really 
tune in for the 
movies — I’d 
seen most of 
them by then— 
but for Koz’s 
antics. The 
affectionate 
ribbing of the 
films. The 

factoids about the movies and actors. The flurry of rubber 
chickens flung from off camera whenever Koz delivered a 
particularly bad joke. 

I even sent Son of Sven a fan letter — I’ve long since forgotten 
what I wrote — and got back a pumpkin-orange “thank you” 
postcard in response, which I proudly display in my apartment 
every Halloween. 

1 was saddened when the coffin lid closed on SON OF 
SVENGOOLIE for the last time in January 1986 when WFLD 
became an affiliate of the brand-new Fox network. And I was 
overjoyed when he returned to TV (now just as Svengoolic — 
no more “Son of’) in January 1995 with the same playful sense 
of humor, the same colorful coffin, the same barrage of rubber 
chickens. 

Over the inter\'ening years, I’ve made a point of being home 


yyaicn 

$pf9»niiR9 Yellow 'Hieatre 
with 

Ftidays at 10:30 
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Saturday nights to catch 
Svcngoolie. 1 still don’t 
watch for the movies — 1 
have most of the movies 
DVD anyway — but for the 
laughs, info and, as my best 
friend (a fellow horror film 
fiend) pointed out some 
time ago, the kick of sitting 
there in the dark, knowing 
that thousands of others — 
or, with Sven’s ascension to 
ME-TV, possibly 
millions — arc doing the 
very same thing at the very 
same time, transforming a 
personal viewing habit into 

a quasi-communal experience. 

On the rare occasions w'hcn Em not home to watch 
Svengoolie, 1 usually tape the show. However, I have an awful 
habit: I ofren record programs, then set the tape aside without 
labeling it. 

One night, I started to go through dozens of accumulated 
tapes, labeling as 1 went along. The last tape in the pile 
contained something I didn't even remember recording: 
Svengoolie’s first show on WCIU! (The movie was the 1984 
low-budget schlockfcst “C.H.U.D.”) And, when I rewound the 
tape to the beginning, I discovered that Ed also recorded the 


Dear Svengoolie, 

Em Geno and I just love your show and I just want to say that 
you rule and that you are the coolest guy ever. 1 have watched 
your show for a very very long time. 

Sincerely your# 1 Fan, 

GENO FUMO 


Happy to share... 

DANIEL FINNEGAN, his Father, SCOTT and SVEN! 




first few minutes of Sven’s very first appearance on WCTU at 
10 p.m. on New Year’s Eve 1994, when he hosted a preview- of 
the station’s upcoming programming. 

And on what day did I rediscover this tape? (June 16, 
2009 — Son of Svengoolic’s .M)th Anniversary. 

Thank you so much, Svengoolie. for all the laughs and chills 
all these years. Long may your rubber chickens fly. 


Eve been a huge fan of Svengoolie since I was a kid back when 
he was Son of Svengoolie in the late 70s! Some of my greatest 
childhood memories! 

Thanks for the opportunity to comment and send a pic! 

DWIGHT MOROZOWSKI 



Hi Dennis “SCARY" Druktenis! 

Here's my answer to the New, Scary-Spooky photo! The 
correct answ'cr is none-other than the ‘infamous’' Saturday nitc, 
SPOOKY -Fun-Horror-Monster host, “SvenGOOEie" aka 
Rich Koz! 

Here I am w'ith our good “Fiend" (Friend). “SvenGOOEie" at 
former “Magical Mysery Tour” novelty store in Skokie, IL. 
Em holding my $1.99 plastic lizard. “The Giant Homy Toad 
Monster!” that attacks Sven! 

Your “Fiend", 

ROCK! David ROCK Nelson 



Watching him on T.V. is the reason I love monsters! 
Sent from my iPhone. ..JASH 


Greetings Sam! 

This would be our good friend, “Son of Svengoolie” from 
Chicago, IL. He is probably holding court during an episode of 
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his show on WKLD, Channel 32 Chicago. lie may even be at a 
theater watching REVENGE OF THE CREATURE and 
getting ready to heave that chicken! 

Happy New Year and A Good Year to evcryoncl 
FROSTY PRIM Mocksville, NC 


The SCARY SECRET PHOTO??? (issue 85) is of 
SVENGOOLIE! Sven is currently on MeTV hosting a 
Saturday night fright show. Showing mostly Uni .Monster 
flicks, this wacky host is famous for bad jokes and being a 
target for rubber chickens. 

Thanks! 

BILL BAKER Kingsport, TN 


Hi, 

I’m a long lime fan of Sven, grew up watching the original 
Svengoolie and been a fan of Rich Koz’s Son of Sven and 
Svcngoolic from the start. Here's a little computer artwork 1 
put together a few years back. It’s basically the artwork for the 
old t-shirts and cards Sven used to give out at appearances with 
some Berwyn stuff added in and some little changes in the text. 
I made it into a little poster for myself to look like a movie 
sequel poster titled “IT CAME FROM BERWYN 2 — 
RETURN OF THE CHICKEN”. 



in Cicero back in the Spring of 2008. I don’t know the name of 
the artist that did this and can’t find the info on-line, it did get a 
write-up in the Suburban Life newspaper that told all about it 
and the artist that made it but I can’t find it now. At the time 
Sven asked people to send photos of this and he showed the 
photos (see above and the next page) 1 sent him on the show. 




D.D.) 

Hi again. 

Here’s a few 
photos of Sven 
at the Berwyn 
e n t e n n i a 1 
Parade on June 
1,2008. One of 
Sven with 
o mb s to n e . 
Does this 
bonehcad 

follow Sven everywhere? And one with Sven, me, my brother 
Ed and fombstone popping up again. OK, Tombstone really 
wasn’t there. I just used a little photoshop magic to add him in 
for laughs, (photos on your right!) 

Can’t wait to see the Svengoolie tribute issue, hope my 
• submissions make it in. 

Thanks for all the Scary Pun. 

BILLY P. PADERA 
Hi, 

Here are some photos of the Svengoolie mural that was done 
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Can’t wait to 
see the 

Svengoolie 
tribute issue, 
hope ni y 

submission 
makes it in. 
BILLY P, 
PADERA 
(Billy went on 
to contribute 
two more 
submissions for 
this issue that 


BILLY P. PADERA 



As a published author of short horror stories. I can backtrack 
my fascination with horror movies to Saturday afternoons 
during the late 70's/early 80’s and it all started with SON OF 
SVENGOOLIE on WFLD 32. My (at the time) new step- 
father introduced me to the genre by sitting with me and 
watching the original FR.\NKENSTEIN starring Boris 
Karloff It was our first key bonding moment, one that we 
would share together countless times since. We’d laugh at the 
cutaways and even stay for the commercials so we could laugh 
at the Empire Carpet commercials. During the real 
commercials, he’d tell me stories about when he first saw the 
movie we were watching. Within a few months, I was a 
walking encyclopedia of the monsters and actors who played 
them. 

Who else but Svengoolie could take a regular, everyday 
suburb like Berwyn and turn it into an local saying? Go 
anywhere in Chicago and say the word 
‘Berwyn’ (BERRR'win) like they do on Svengoolie and you’ll 
find someone who grew up watching him. 

Thanks for all the memories, Sven! 

GARY MCKENZIE 


Hi Dennis, 

Just picked up the new issue of SCARY MONSTERS when, 
lo and behold, 1 see you’ve printed my letter (#3, I believe). 


Thanks, it’s cool to get in on the fun! I recently saw on 
Facebook you’re having a Svengoolie tribute issue coming 
soon, which brings me to my point. While watching “GHOST 
OF FRANKENSTEIN” on Sven a few weeks ago, I was 
inspired to write an article taking a look back at this sometimes 
-maligned little film. I think it’d be a good fit for you mag, but 
want to touch base with you before submitting (yes, 1 read the 
fine print in the mag.. .every word!!!) Anyway, if you’re 
interested. I’d be happy and honored to send it your way, either 
by email or good ol’ snail mail. Let me know what you think, 
and thanks for putting me in the mag again. (I’m looking 
forward to seeing Gary’s GHOST OF FR.ANKENSTEIN 
article! — D.D.) 

Yours ghouly, 

GARY LOGGINS 


Dear SCARY MONSTERS, 

Where does one start when discussing Svengoolie? Memories 
of the show arc, to me, like memories of childhood itself 
Playful, never too dark. Sven’s parodies and songs are always 
fun and of he moment. Like little time capsules of the flavor of 
the current trends/fads. But, the past is respected. Respect of 
the film history and facts about the performers. That’s a 
personal touch that is sadly lacking in other media. Think 
about it, where else can you see a man dressed like he is do a 
weekly broadcast TV show? 

What about Sven himself? I mean, Mr. Rich Kuz. He’s a 
talented entertainer of all forms. He hosts, he acts. He sings, 
have you seen his spot on impersonations of the Marx 
Brothers? He does them all, and blends himself into a bit 
multiple times, involving precise timed interactions. That’s a 
memory. Eveiy show has effort to entertain put into it by a 
caring man and his earing staff It shows thru every week. 
That’s why I love the show and respect the heck out of Rich 
Koz. By the way, his last name is pronounced like “Nose.” 
But with a K. Drive me nuts when people somehow unfamiliar 
with him, mistakenly called him Rich “Cause.” But, that pet 
peeve aside, anyone who has true love for horror movies, 
comedy legends, and just plain good old fun TV will love the 
roller coaster ride that is Svengoolie. 

In this modem age, he is on Twitter and Facebook too. I 
regularly send him well wishes, ok — it’s everyday. But that’s 
how much 1 enjoy looking into the world of Svengoolie. 

He had a health crisis in November of 2012, and his loyal fans 
have written him daily to help speed his recovery. He has 
commented back on several of my posts.. That’s a guy who is 
in touch with his fans, and cares. You can hear it in his voice 
too, when he thanks the fans for their outpouring of concern. 
We love Sven.. .Mr, Koz. He’s rock solid in his history of the 
character and the type of entertaimnent he provides. Over 30 
years and going. You can watch his show with your kids.. .and 
make memories of your own. Thank you for that Mr. Rich 
Koz. That’s a wonderful legacy. See you Saturday night, old 
friend. 

With love from your long time fan, 

ERIC THORNSBERRY 


All hail the glorious Svengoolie, Horror Host Extraordinaire! 
This delightfully grotesque and hilarious goofy character is the 
unique creation of the deeply-gifted Rich Koz. For decades he 
has been a television legend and a Chicago icon with a shelf 
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Now that his program has been syndicated on the wonderful 
MeTV Network, his dedicated fan following has increased by 
the millions from coast to coast. Outrageous, irreverent and 
endlessly entertaining, the man is absolutely fearless in his 
single-minded quest to make you laugh. And laugh you will! 
In the tradition of the great vaudevillians, there is no joke, 
wisecrack, song parody, or sight-gag he won’t employ as he 
creates an infectious atmosphere of lunatic silliness that is sure 
to wear down even the most hardened of cynics. 

When’s the last time you saw a comedian tell a “knock- 
knock” Joke on television? For me, that would be the last time 
I tuned in an episode of his show, and 1 laughed out loud. 
Svengoolie owns Saturday nights in the Ilamill household. 
Like most of the all-time greats, he makes it all look easy. 
Watching him reading viewer mail or showing the drawings 
that children send in or grow increasingly exasperated with yet 
another zany whack-job at his front door.. .transports me back 
to the innocent fun of shows hosted by Soupy Sales, Paul 
Winchell or Chuck McCann. Suddenly, I’m nine years again, 
tilled with wide-eyed wonder as our knowledgeable host 
provides details and context for another B&W Universal 
Horror Classic. Even the truly dreadful, less-than-classic 
movies become enjoyable once they have been Svengoolic- 
ized, so a splendid time is guaranteed for all! 

This has to be one of the most “family friendly” shows of all 
time and, as a parent, I know this is appreciated. This is all 
thanks to the multi-talented Mr. Koz, who literally docs it all; 
he screens the films for potential humor, then writes the scripts, 
designs any necessary artwork and props and, a superb mimic 


and vocal artist, pre-records any character voices required. It 
takes a lot of work to make it all seem effortless and 
spontaneous! As impressive as this is, I think what I admire 
most is the palpable joy in his performances. He loves what he 
does — and so do we. There is an underlying warmth in his 
personality that shines Ihrough and wc know there is an 
endearing, sweet-natured guy at the heart of it all. That’s why 
I’m a fan. He’s retro. He’s cool. And he’s highly 
Sventertaining! 

MARK HAMII L 


A Tribute to SVENGOOLIE 

Rich Koz, better known as TV’s “Svengoolie,” has had to take 
a break from his show due to some recent health issues. I 
tliought now would be a perfect time to explain what Sven has 
meant to me. 

I’ve literally been watching this man for over 30 years. Rich 
Koz started out as “Son of Svengoolie” back in 1979 on 
WFLD, Channel 32. Chicago. He’s just as funny and inventive 
now as he was back then. In fact, Koz is now probably more 
popular than ever, due to his being syndicated over the Mo-TV 
Network all over America, If you’ve never seen a Svengoolie 
show, it's kind of hard to explain.. .yes, he’s a horror-film host, 
but his comedy is not just restricted to monster movies. Koz 
has always mined popular culture, and he’s alwasy been able to 
stay current. Every “Svengoolie” show features a song parody, 
and Sven has “covered” just about every Top 40 musical act of 
the past 40 years. 

Of course Sven pokes fun at whatever move he happens to be 
showing, but he does it in a way that shows he re.spects classic 
horror and science fiction. He laughs WITH the movie, not at 
it. He always provides bits of information about the film he 
shows, and he truly knows the genre and the talents behind it. 
Tve seen clips of other horror-movie TV hosts, and most of 
them couldn’t tell the difference between Lon Chancy Jr. and 
Ken Griffey Jr. 

It s obvious that Rich Koz is a Baby Boomer and he grew' up 
watching classic television. The comedy of Svengoolie is 
family friendly, and it appeals to all age groups. Unlike self- 
proclaimed “geniuses” like Bill Maher and Jon Stewart. Sven 
doesn’t demean his audience or go out of his way to prove how 
clever he is. Every Svengoolie show is written by one man — 
Rich Koz. Unlike today’s TV “talent”, Koz doesn’t have a 
staff of 20 or 30 writers. 

But W'hy am I writing a movie blog about him? The simple 
fact is, Svengoolie helped make me a film buff Name just 
about every classic horror and scicnce-fiction film ever made, 
and I first saw it on Svengoolie. The great films of Universal, 
Hammer, American-International, Toho....I first experienced 
them all through the courtesy of the great Sven. 

You have to remember that when I started watching 
Svengoolie, there were no cable movie channels, no VCRs, no 
DVDs, no Netflix, no YouTube, none of that stuff. If you 
wanted to see a great monster movie, you had to rely on 
Sven.. ..and there was nobody better to rely on , at that time. 
I’m sure there are many others who got their first exposure to 
classic fantastic cinema because of this man. For that fact 
alone, he deserves the highest of accolades. 

In a TV world of Ax Swamp Pickers and Alaskan Dance 
Preppers. Svengoolie truly reigns .supreme. Hopefully, for 
many, many years to come, the cry of BERWYN!!!! will be 
heard throughout the land. 

Thank you, Mr. Koz 
DAN DAY JR. 


Continued on Page 110.... 
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Scare-eviews 


by David Elijah Nahmod 

CHILLER: THE COMPLETE TELEVISION SERIES 



(205 minutes, color. Synapse Films) 

The British certainly know how to put on a horror show! This five 
part anthology series, produced for UK TV in 1995, makes its USA 
dehut on DVD. All five episodes are complete and uncut. 

These tales of supernatural horror are creepy! Shot on somewhat 
grainy film stock, they create a sense of impending dread. The skies 

are overcast in stories like 
TOBY and THE MAN 
WHO DIDN' I BELIEVE 
IN GHOSTS. In the 
former, a bereaved mom is 
haunted by the ghost of her 
stillborn baby, who returns 
in spiritual form to bring 
her pregnancy to lenn. In 
the latter, a writer who 
debunks haunted houses 
finds himself living in a 
real haunted house. 

Both of these episodes, 
and the others on this two 
disc set, are completely 
devoid of humor. The 
scripts arc dark, the acting 
is intense, and the chills 
feel real. The locations 
vary from story to story. 
PROPHECY, in which a 
group of friends conduct a 
seance they wish they 
hadn’t, is set in London. Others are set in the English countryside — 
the 150 year old mansion which serves as locale for THE MAN 
WHO DIDN'T BELIEVE IN GHOSIS is an exquisite, elegant 
house. The episode begins like any good English ghost story might: 
on a dark and stormy night. 

No major stars appear in any of these stories, though the top billed 


players are familiar faces on British TV. All give superb 
performances. 

One can’t help but wonder why only 5 episodes were produced of 
such a well done scries. The final fadeout of the last episode certainly 


leaves you wanting more. 

Unfortunately, Synapse Films offers CHILLER with no extras of 
any kind. More’s the pity: .some background info on this hitherto 
unknown show would have been nice. 


THE APPARITION 

(2012. Director: Todd Lincoln, 82 minutes, color, Warner Brothers) 
The house isn’t haunted, it’s inhabitants are. This low budget chiller 
is set in a planned suburban community in the American Southwest, 
fhe neighborhood where the story takes place will remind some 
viewers ofE.T. and the first POLTERGEIST film. 

TV heartthrob Sebastian Stan plays Ben. w’hile Tom Felton plays 
Patrick. Tlicse two best buds are the latest in a long, long line of 
stupid horror film characters who intentionally walk into hann's way. 
They stupidly conduct a seance even after their earlier attempt ended 
with Ben’s girlfriend being sucked inside a w’all — in both attempts 
they were trying to contact the same evil spirit. Smart. 

They, and Ben’s fiance, soon get exactly what they were after: an evil 
spirit that just won't leave. 


A promising .story is 
harmed by a thin script and 
no atmosphere whatsoever. 
While POLTERGEIST 
successftilly made suburbia 
look spooky, TFIE 
APPARITION has the 
look and fee! of a TV 
movie. It’s just not scary. 
And the characters are loo 
dumb to be even remotely 
believable. 

The film comes with a bit 
of pedigree: it was 
produced by Dark Castle 
Entertainment, the horror 
film company owned by 
Terry, daughter of William 
Castle. Castle Sr. is of 
course fondly remembered 
for his showmanship, producing "gimmicky” horror films during the 
1950s and 60s, working several times with Vincent Price. Sadly, THE 
APPARFI'ION lacks the charm of those earlier films. The new film 
is low on scares and has no heart. 

GHOUL (2012, Director: Gregory M. Wilson. 81 minutes, color. 
Image Entertainment) 

Another disappointment. GHOUL (no connection to the same 
named 1933 Karloff' classic or the 1975 Peter Cushing chiller) was co- 
produced with THE C!niLLER CHANNEL, the highly 
disappointing all horror cable channel owned by NBC-Universal. 
Rather than make use of Universal’s incredible monster movie legacy, 

CHILLER primarily airs 

direct to DVD dreck. 

reruns of short lived TV 
series, and really bad 
documentarie.s. Pity. 

GHOUL is somewhat 

better than most 
CHILLER fare. The 
story follows 12 year old 
best friends in rural 
Louisiana, dealing with 
horrors of the horror 
movie variety, and some 
real life horrors at home. 
A series of strange 
murders connected to the 
local cemetery have the 
town in the grip of fear. 
As the boys try to find out 
whafs going on, two very 
disturbing sub-plots enter 
the story. 

One of the kids is dealing 
with a drunken, physically abusive dad this twist is at least 
connected to the graveyard mystery and works within the context of 
the script. But one of the other kids is being sexually abused by his 
mom. This comes completely out of left field, has no connection to 
the film’s main story, and is never resolved. A cringe inducing scene 
where Mom shows her son just how much she “loves” him leaves the 
whole film with a bitter aftertaste. 



COMBO PACK 

BLUi^AY • OVD * ULJRAyiOLET' 



THE AEPARITION 


ONCE^'^ J BJEVE 
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GHOUL then becomes scary for all the wrong reasons. 

BARON BLOOD (1972, Director: Mario Bava, 98 minutes, color, 
English Dubbed, Kino Lorber Films) 

Bava is perhaps the greatest horror director in Italian cinema. His 
BLACK SUNDAY (I960) and BLACK SABBATH (1963) arc 
seminal classics. 

BARON BLOOD, while not his best, is still a fun. occasionally 
scary minor classic. Shot partially in a real Austrian castle, the film 

juxtaposes the real world 
with a Gothic, supernatural 
netherworld. 

Antonio Cantafora plays 
yet another stupid horror 
film character. He casts a 
spell in his ancient 
ancestral family castle 
knowing full well that he’s 
going to bring a long dead, 
murderous family member 
back to life. After Baron 
Blood (Hollywood star 
Joseph Cotton) reiuras 
from the dead, our hero 
slaps his forehead. Viewers 
might want to slap HIM for 
being so reckless! 

The film's international 
cast includes Continental 
superstar Hike Sommer. 
Some of the cast members 
appear to be speaking 
English on camera, while others clearly arc not — directing his actors 
must have been a nightmare for Bava. Cotton and Sommer dub their 
own voices into English, while other characters are dubbed 
anonymously. As is often the case, some of the dubbing works, some 
doesn't. 

But B.ARON BLOOD is great fun to watch regardless. Bava loved 
making horror films — you can see his great afTection for the genre on 
screen. Though not a great story, it’s a beautiftilly shot film. 

Kino Lorber offers a nice print of BARON BLOOD'S director’s cut. 

Kino restores the film’s original score, which had been removed by 
American distributor AIP back in the 70s. The film’s American and 
Italian theatrical trailers are included, along with an informative 
commentary track from Tim Lucas, whose book M.ARIO BAV.A: 

ALL THE COLORS OF THE DARK is considered to be the last 
word on the director's life and career. 

discs ofdmsmaws: 

DARK SHADOWS: THE ETERNAL ACTRESS 
DARK SHADOWS: THE HOUSE BY THE SEA 

(Audio Dramas on CD: Big Finish Productions) 

The DARK SHADOWS revival continues, fueled in part by the 
recent Tim Burton/Johnny Depp homage. The succes.sful audio drams 
produced by UK based Big Finish Productions continue to be issued, 
ofl'ering back stories and sequels to original series storylines. 

Donna McKcchnic was nol a major player on DARK SHADOW'S- 
shc was on the series for less than a year. Best known for her singing 
and dancing on Broadway (she won a coveted Tony Award in 1976 for 
.A CHORUS LINE) McKcchnie’s brief turn on DS nonetheless had a 
lasting impact with her fans — her storyline was a bit on the bizarre 
side, but it was powerful. 

In THE ETERNAL ACTRESS. McKcchnie returns as Amanda 
Harris. It’s Hollywood, 1950, the same very dark Hollywood that Bel 
Wood and Bela Lugosi were then slumming in. As was established on 
DS’ TV' storylines, Amanda Harris, created in 1897 as a painting 
brought to life, lived through the 20th century, never aging. Her life 
was dedicated to one cause: finding her lost love Quentin Collins by 
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1 970, or she would forfeit her life. 

In 1950. Amanda is working as a live in secrctary/companion to 
Helvetica Stanhope, an aging, highly eccentric and very creepy movie 
star. McKechnie plays both roles. As Stanhope, she lowers her voice 
several octaves and effectively conveys a bit of a European accent. 
With her years of experience on the stage, the actress successfully 
comes across as two different people. 

As the story unfolds, Stanhope is living in fear of her life. In a 
startling twist, there turns out to be a strange connection between the 
two women that goes far beyond cinployer/employee. 

McKechnic is superbly over the top as Stanhope, and the story i.s 
terrific, creepy fun. TV viewers knew that Amanda had spent the 
decades between 1897-1970 assuming a variety of identities in order 
to hide her eternally youthful state. She often gravitated towards show 
business, hoping that the visibility of the spotlight w’ould reveal herself 
to her beloved Quentin, himself an immortal. 

With THE ETERNAL ACTRESS, wc learn the life story about one 
of her identities. 

DOCTOR WHO’s Colin Baker joins the DS universe in THE 
HOUSE BY THE SEA. In 1967, right before the show went from 
b&w to color, DS had a brief, out of left field subplot in which 
Victoria Winters falls in love with an old, long abandoned house by 
the sea. After a few episodes, this idea was abandoned without 
explanation. 

THE HOUSE BY THE SEA offers the back story on the old place. 
Baker plays Gerald Conway, a recently divorced man who's 
recovering from a nervous breakdown. A dream leads him to the 
house, where we learn its supernatural back story, and of its 
connection to several of the devils and demons who came to occupy 
the tow'D ofCollinsport. 

Baker is fine as Conw’ay, but he also provides the voices for iconic 
DS characters such as Barnabas Collins and Elizabeth C'ollins 
Stoddard, among others. It's in these roles that he falters. Baker is 
clearly unfamiliar with the DS universe, and is unable to capture the 
essence of these characters. His attempt at speaking as Joan Bennett’s 
Stoddard by speaking in a high pitched voice sounds nothing like 
Bennett, and fails at coming across with the regal bearing that gave the 
Mistress of Collinwood her strength and stature. 

When Baker attempts to portray Barnabas towards the end of the 
disc, he again fails: none of Barnabas’ haimting, melancholy tragedy 
comes through, 

Baker is generally a fine actor, and is quite good in his lead role. 
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classic horror what he’s doing for DS. SILV'l^U SCiRKAM’s many 
delights include 193 1 newspaper ads. heralding the arrival of the early 
Universal monster movies to movie theaters. 

To view McBride’s w’onderful work, please visit 
www.collinsporthistoricalsocietv'.com. Check out the menu at the top 
of the home page for links to McBride’s podcast to SILVER 
SCREAM 
EPIX DRIVE IN 

Launched less than two years ago, EPIX DRIVE IN is the fourth 
channel in the Epix line-up. F.pix is the new'cst addition in the IIBO/ 
Showtimc/StarzEncore menu of premium cable channels offering 
uncut movies. 

EPIX DRIVE IN is the best of the four channels. It’s programmed 
similarly to Turner Classic Movies, but W'itb a w’onderflil twist; the 
programming consists entirely of B movies, with a healthy menu of 
horror. In recent months, they’ve been airing the grand old AIP Poc 
scries, and the classics of Italian horror king Mario Bava. There’.s 
been an occasional Hammer film, and a few real gems; the 1965 
Amicus film DR. TERROR’S HOUSE OF HORRORS with Peter 
Cushing and Chri.siopher Lee. Never released on DVD, the film has 
had quite a few' showings on EPIX DRIVE IN, as has TALES THAT 
WITNESS MADNESS, the 1974 British chiller that’s also MIA on 
disc. 

While the main Epix channel has been picked up by numerous cable 
systems, EPIX DRIVE IN remains available only to Dish Network 
customers, on channel 292. In order for the channel to realize its 
potential and thrive, it needs to be picked up by more systems. 

If you’re a Dish Network customer, then check out this wonderful 
channel. If you’re on another system, then please visit 
www.cpixhd.coin and let them know you want EPIX DRIVE IN-- 
Ihey’ll forward your message to your provider. 


m w A R N e R s 

Appleton 
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HOUSE is a well written story that, like others in this CD series, lies 
up loose ends from the DS TV run. Perhaps HOUSE BY THE SEA 
shouldn’t have been a one man show; maybe the star needed a few co- 
stars. 

THE COllINSPORT HISTORICAL SOCIETY; 

Launched a year ago by DARK SHADOWS fan.''monster kid 
Wallace McBride, who also performs in a band called Mary Shelley 
Overdrive (named after the author of FRANKENSTEIN). THE 
COLLINSPORT HISTORICAL SOCIETY seeks to document the 
history of all things DARK SHADOW'S, from its first episode in 
1966. through the recent films, novels, CDs. and comic books. 
McBride includes anything which pertains to the cast of DS. including 
roles they’ve played on stage on or on screen outside the DS sphere. 

McBride's meticulous research often includes visiting his local 
library and going through the online archives of various publications. 
He’s posted 1960s interviews wdth Jonathan Frid and other cast 
members, theater reviews, archival photographs, promotional ads from 
decades past, and scores of other delicious bits of history. Fun little 
tidbits to be found at the site are a 1977 ad from the San Francisco 
Chronicle, announcing the nightly, back-to-back reruns of DARK 
SHADOWS and MARY HARTMAN on KBHK TV. channel 44, 
This kind of impressive research is what McBride excels in. 

COLLINSPORT HISTORICAL SOCIETY now offers a weekly 
podcast. Topics have included all three DS movies, as well as various 
aspects of the TV series. To dale, two DS cast members, Kathryn 
Leigh Scott and David Selby, have granted interviews to McBride. 

McBride has a companion site; at SILVER SCREAM, he does for 


FRANKENSTEIN 

=TW MANima tUK A MQHSm 
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My SnusanoHOL SVEN600LIE stiry 


by Dr. Destruction (Dale Wamboldt) 

i was ten years old when I received a black and white 
television as an early Christmas present. What made this 
gift even more special was the television’s circular UHF 
antenna, which the family TV did hot have, and soon 1 had 
found a monster kid’s Promised Land WFLD, Channel 32 in 
Chicago. I had been well schooled in the world of classic 
monsters watching WCiN’s “CREATURE FEATURE.S,” that 
aired all the Universal Classics. Une day, while watching 
SPEED RACTER. 1 came across a commercial for a new 
show, “SCREAMING YELLOW THEATRE,” hosted by 
Jerry G. Bishop’s Svengoolic. 1 was all over that! Svengoolic’s 
persona and antics were an instant hero-making hit for me. 1 
loved his hippie image because there were so many actual 
hippies around at the lime. At this time, Svengoolie only 
narrated his bit over still pictures. Then the big night came 
when Svengoolie would go live, an unprecedented event, even 
by today’s standards. 

For these reasons, 1 feel 1 have been intluenced by the 
Svengoolie legacy from the very beginning. At the peak of the 
original Svengoolic’s reign, he appeared in my hometown of 
Kenosha at the Roosevelt Theater. 1 was privileged to meet him 
backstage, and trembling, 1 told him I had never met a movie 
star before. The years rolled by, and by the time 1 was a teen, 1 
had lost track of my childhood hero — 1 was out on weekends 
playing in bands and being a teenager. 1 don’t remember when 
Svengoolic went off the air or the Ghoul’s attempt at 
unthroning him. 

Then out of the blue there was SON OF SVENGOOLIE, 
Rich Koz. I was happy to see a Horror Host back on the air. 


even though the label had not been coined yet. REVENGE 
OF THE CREATURE was the first show I remember, I 
believe it was on a Friday night at 8 pm. (I have a crazy 
memory like that.) Since my music had begun to develop into 
wiiai is now referred to as (ioth. I was once again hungry for 
horror. By ] 984, SON OF SVENGOOLIE was shown on both 
Saturday afternoons and evenings and that meant that I never 
missed a show. His character was refreshing and the song 
parodies were great. The movies he played, like DRACULA 
VS. FRANKENSTEIN and DIE, MONSTER, DIE, were 
some of my favorites. 

Things were about to get personal more than I ever could have 
imagined at the time. When Sven announced a contest on his 
show during the summer of ‘84, I saw an opportunity. The 
viewers were to complete this sentence to enter. “My summer 
is so miserable that I...” The winner would get to sail down 
the Chicago River with Svengoolie for a special show. At that 
time, I was doing theatre in a home-constmeted laboratory set, 
performing for anyone who would sit through il. Since I was 
constructing lots of Frankenstein props for my own show, 1 
thought the way to win the contest was clear. I made mini 
Frankenstein head, poured vampire blood on it and put it in a 
box with my contest entry letter that stated, ‘My summer is so 
miserable that I make little Frankenstein monsters and cut off 
their heads while watching your show.” Well, low and behold, 
the next week there was my Frankenstein head in Svengoolie's 
hands. Sven showed my creation, statiiig that contestants did 
not have to go to such extremes and that the blood had gotten 
on everyone’s hands at the studio and had made a huge mess. 



(Below) A banner by Dr. Destruction for JJ Blinkers. 


Sem VI! ivmooui MTUm m lOB! 093 SCARY MONSTERS MAGAZINE A Rea! Ykmfer Magaitne! 



Furthermore, he commented that just because your letter had 
been read on the show didn’t mean you were a winner. 
Needless to say, I was not the winner. Nevertheless, Sven had 
read my name on the air and that broadcast is a Kenosha legend 
to this day. 

It was in the early 90s when I was booking venues for my 
HAUNTED BUS and having great success tracking down 
phone numbers for celebrities like Sharon Osbourne that I 
sought oul Rich for infomiation on Svengoolic appearances. 
Although none of that came to be. Rich did take a lot of time to 
talk with me. He was so kind and I could tell that he really 
enjoyed what he was doing. By the end of the 90s, he had 
dropped "Son of,” and had become just Svengoolic and 1 was 
still explaining to the people what a Horror Host was. 

Things were about to get strange. In 2001, my neighborhood 
friend who w'orked at the local access television station asked 
me to be Horror Host. By this time I had been wcll-knowm for 
years in Kenosha for haunted houses and blistering Gothic rock 
and 1 was all over the opportunity to host my own show. 
Originally, I wanted to do a character called the "Unruly 
Ghouly,” a green bearded, flannel shined redneck host in a 
decrepit hillbilly shack set. My friend disagreed, wanting me 
to build on the Destmetion legacy. In December. 2001. DR. 
DESTRUCTION’S CRIMSON THEATRE was born. My 
character evolved over the years; 1 added a top hat, a gift from 
a lifelong friend, on top of my super long wig. Needless to say, 
I was compared to and called Svengoolie many times. 
Simultaneously, a renaissance of Horror Hosting was taking 
place around the country. Svengoolie’s huge footprint dwarfed 
even Wisconsin Horror Hosts like Dr. Cadaverino and 
Toulouse No Neck in Kenosha, 

With the advent of social media, 1 found Rich Koz again on 
MySpace and then Facebook. He w'ould always find the time 
to reply to my questions. The greatest days were about to come 
when my good friend, Dave Fuentes, added a little leverage to 
my request to Rich to do an interview on my new radio show, 


Svengoolie and Dr. Destruction! 


DR. DESTRUCTION’S BIG TOP RADIO BROADCAST 

Svengoolie gave me a great hour of his lime and affirmed 
himself as one of the nicest people in show business. And that’s 
where I think the beauty of the Rich Koz Svengoolic lies — that 
Rich himself is a kind thoughtful person and these qualities 
spill into the Svengoolic character. His Horror Host 
incarnation is truly timeless, never mean-spirited or vulgar 
(unlike the author of this article). The fact that he has remained 
on television after all others are long gone is an amazing 
achicvcmenl. He has gone beyond Horror Host to become a 
Chicago legend of his own making, 

1 w'as recently at an appearance al JJ Blinker in Antioch, 
Illinois, where more than 500 dedicated fans waited quietly in 
line. Having been a Horror Host for eleven years myself, I 
have a small insight in whal it takes to be loyal to fans. Rich 
Koz has risen to a very high point to me: I have my own 
appreciation and respect for this man. 1 wish him many more 
years of broadcasting. Wc all need him. 

It's been great to have been along for the ride of the 
Svengoolie Legacy. 



Dr, Destruction’s new SVEN painting created for the Dorian 
Gray Art Show. 
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JOIIIII yiNKT MEETS SVEIHGOOIIE' 



by Joan Yingst 

^•►rowing up, I was neither a tomboy nor a girly girl, just 
somewhere in between- a shy, awkward bookworm 
with a soft spot for monster movies. None of the other 
girls my age felt the same way I did, so let’s Just say 
that I did not exactly broadcast my love for these films. You 
can imagine my delight as a 12 year old in 1979 when a certain 
show called SON OF SVENGOOlJE appeared on the air on 
Chicago's television station WFLD (known to me as Channel 
32). 1 spent every Saturday afternoon glued to the TV set 
watching this heavily made up man in a top hat introduce the 
week’s movie W'hile speaking in a kitsch Transylvanian accent, 
act in silly skits or sing fiinny songs relevant to the movie. 
Whether the film being shown was a classic or a groancr, I 
wouldn’t miss a show if 1 could help it. The show was my 
guilty pleasure and just what 1 needed during those angst- 
ridden early teen years. 

Sadly, the show was cancelled in 1986. By then 1 had 
graduated from high school and moved on to other young adult 
pursuits. My love of monster movies put on the back burner, 1 
married my sweetheart Bill and gave birth to three sons. As the 
years passed and the boys no longer needed my constant 
attention, I began to think about all the hobbies 1 put to the side. 
When 1 discovered that Svengoolie was back on the air on a 
different television station and had actually already been on the 
air for a few years, 1 was beside myself with happiness. I had 
never forgotten Svengoolie and didn’t realize just how much I 
had tmly missed him until 1' began watching his shows again. 

1 finally had the opportunity to meet Svengoolie in October 
2008 when he made an appearance at the Schaumburg 
Renaissance Convention Center. I was nervous and excited to 
meet him after being a fan for so many years. What do you say 
to someone who has meant so much to you for so long? I think 
1 managed to blurt out something unoriginal like, “I’m so 
happy to meet you. I've been a fan for so long.’’ I do know 
that my husband Bill seemed to take an awfully long lime 
taking Sven's and my picture together. After posing for what 
seemed like an eternity, 1 
opened my yap to say, 

“When are you going to 
take the pic — Snap! .Ah, 
of course. So my very 
first picture with 
Svengoolie has me with 
my mouth hanging open, 
ready to catch flics. 

I didn’t meet Svengoolie 
again until 3 years later 
when he made an 
appearance at the grand 
opening of the Halloween 
store Harper’s Hollow in 
Tong Grove, Illinois. 1 
walked into the store 
sporting wet hair and a 

fresh, flaming red ^oar „E2. 



First mgetinq with $ven aka ’’Catchina Fllesr 


Wet hair, flaming nose scar and Svengoolie! 


across the bridge of my nose, the result of an unfortunate 
encounter with the rear hatch back door of my minivan. 
Needless to say. the van won. So, another much less than 
perfect picture was taken with my idol. No matter, though, 
because unbeknownst to me, there would be many more photo 
opportunities. 

You see, 2012 was the year I attended more Svengoolie 
appearances than 1 ever would have thought possible. It began 
in April 2012 at the Chicago Hnteilainment and Comic 
Convention {aka C2E2). It was my first time attending such a 
thing and I vowed it would definitely not be the last. It was loo 
much fun. So much to see and new people to meet! For this, 
my third Svengoolie meeting, my husband Bill was off 
wandering around. Thinking that this was not going to be a 
photo op, I spoke with Sven as he autographed a picture card 
for me. Out of the comer of my eye I spied Bill taking our 
picture. Note the glum end result to add to my Svengoolie 
Photos Hall of Shame. The pictures did sometimes improve as 
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as I continued with the Sven appearances that followed at 
Flashback Weekend horror convention which humored me 
when 1 proudly wore little devil horns on my aging head, a 
comic book signing at the Bcr^^yn-located shop Hoirorbles, 
Volo Auto Museum Haunted Trolley Ride, a rainy, blustery 
day at Tom & Eddie's Restaurant which had a limited edition 
plastic orange cup printed with Sven’s face, and last but not 
least, his appearance at the Muvico Theater where he presented 
a big screen showing of THE CREATURE FROM THE 
BLACK LAGOON in 3 D. 

It was for Sven’s appearance at the Muvico Theater on 
October 28ih that I decided to persuade niy husband Bill lo 
dress as Frankenstein’s Monster so I could go as The Bride. 
Bill had never worn a costume in the 24 years that 1 had known 
him. Surprisingly, he gave in quite easily to my request and 
actually was pretty excited to buy the items needed for his 
costume. When wc entered the Muvico Theater, made up in 
our interpretations of two iconic screen “monsters,” we spied 
our friend Dave Fuentes waiting first in line with his family to 
meet Svengoolie. Dave was as sweet as always, taking our 
picture and also posing with us and later would include our 
photos when he reported the event in his TERROR FROM 
BEYOND THE DAVES horror blog. When Svengoolie 
arrived he found us all waiting for him, eager once again for his 
signature and photo opportunity to mark the great event. Bill 
had elected to purchase a pair of platform shoes for his 
Frankenstein costume. Bill is already tall, but the shoes made 
him about 7 feet in height which was perfect for the costume. 
When Svengoolie commented on how tall he was, Bill lifted his 
foot to show the reason why.. .leading to him falling to the floor 
when the shoe on the other foot gave way. It’s not often that 
one gets to witness Frankenstein’s Monster taking a tumble. 
Thankfully, Bill was not hurt (well, his ankle smarted a bit after 
the tumble) but we were able to continue on once Bill changed 
his shoes. We had a wonderful lime and the 3-D screening of 
CREATURE FROM THE BLACK LAGOON was amazing. 
Little did we know that less than a week later, our beloved 
Svengoolie would suffer a heart attack. 

A few months have passed, ft is now January and also my 
46th birthday. Svengoolie is recovering from his heart attack 
for which 1 am terribly relieved and thankful. I can't help but 
think how fortunate I have been to have him in my life. 
Through him, I have been able to carry a part of my childhood 
into my adult years. Most of my friends and family still do not 
understand my fascination 
with Svengoolie and 
monster movies, but that's 
alright now that I’ve 
grown up (mostly). I’m not 
ashamed to post my 
monster happenings on my 
Facebook page for them all 
to see. What they don’t 
understand is Svengoolie 
helps me to retain a part of 
myself that might 
otherwise have been lost. 
And for that I am eternally 
grateful. A happy and 
healthy 2013 to you, 
Svengoolie! 




Super excited to see Sven at HorrorblesI 


Sven, me and my horns at Flashback Weekend. 


Frankie, his bride and Sven before the CREATURE showing. 
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SVENGOOLIE; 

Ths Host, Th€ Ghoul, Ths Ugsho 



by Jamie Lee Cortese 

T he first time my brother and I watched Svengoolic, wc 
truly had no idea what to expect. I had always 
wondered what was on after Stooge-A-Palooza {a local 
showcase of Three Stooges shorts hosted by Rich Koz), 
but we never had the opportunity to stick around and find out. 
One July night, though, we decided to change that. Thus, at 
9:00 sharp, wc officially discovered Svengoolie. The next day, 
we gushed to our parents incessantly about the very funny 
movie we had seen the night before {The Tingler), and the 
hilanous man who had hosted it. Though it took us a few more 



months to fully dive in, wc suddenly found ourselves on the 
Svengoolie bandwagon, and weVe never looked back! 

My family and I first met Svengoolie in person during Fright 
Fest at Six Flags Great America. At that point, wc had only 
been watching the show regularly for a few weeks. Even that 
early on, though, it was already an important and fun part of the 
week, and 1 was sure it would remain so. (I’m happy to report 
that I was right!) We had recently ordered Sven’s official “It 
Came from Berwyn” T-shirts, but they hadn't arrived yet, so I 
had to improvise. I created my own design, printed it out on 
iron-on paper, and made T-shirts for my younger brother and 
myself that read, “I Have A Feeling We’re Not in Berwyn 
Anymore!” As wc waited in line, I was equally nervous and 
excited: wondering what he would really be like, and anxiously 
awaiting the moment that 1 would find out. I could barely 
contain my immense excitement as I watched the line grow 
behind my family and me. I also used the time trying to think 
of something, anything, to say to him when our turn came. 
Eventually, of course, Sven arrived, and the line began to 
move. There was only one group ahead of us, and though it 
seemed like we waited an eternity, eventually, we suddenly 
found ourselves face-to-face with Mr. Coolie himself. 

And just like that, my mind went blank. Somehow. 1 
managed to say, “Hi!” and “We love your show!” As we 
talked, I was bowled over by how genuinely nice he was to all 


Our first meeting with Mr. Goolie at Great America. 

of us. We brought hard copies of my T-shirt design for him to 
sign, not realizing that he would come prepared with his own 
autograph cards. Not only did he graciously sign his own cards 
for us — and ask for our names so he could personalize them — 
but also gladly signed and personalized what we had brought. 
In my dazed state, 1 forgot to point out my shirt; my mother, on 
the other hand, was (thankfully) of sound mind, and did it for 
me. ril never forget when Svengoolie looked at my 
“homemade” shirt, read it, and actually laughed'. After wc 
finished talking to Sven, I couldn't stop smiling for hours. At 
that lime, I had no idea if I would ever be fortunate enough to 
meet him again. That question was answered when we met him 
at another appearance exactly one week later. 

My senior year of high school, we were assigned a “senior 
project” in one of our classes. We would work on it throughout 
the year, presenting it to the class just a few days before 
graduation. We could research any topic wc wanted, with one 
catch: it had to be related to our planned college major or 
career. I knew the assignment was coming, so, I racked my 
brain for a way to incorporate two of my greatest passions: 
writing and performing. Sometime in September, while 
watching Svengoolic, I happened to notice that Sven was also 
credited as the show’s writer! Upon flnihcr research, I found 
out that the same was true of almost all horror hosts. Suddenly, 
I had a topic: horror hosts! Even though the project wasn’t 
going to be officially assigned until December, 1 started 
researching immediately'. 

So, about a year after my first in-person encounter with Sven. 
I found myself back at Fright Fest waiting to meet him once 
again. Just like the previous year, I was both nervous and 
excited. This time, though, 1 already knew Svengoolic was a 
wonderful, witty and kind person. However, I could not afford 
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to lei my mind go blank again. With the topic for 
my project set, my parents had encouraged me to 
ask Svengoolie tor an interview. Although I 
knew he would be nice and cordial about it, I was 
relatively certain he would decline. After all, he’s 
very busy, and, of course, it was Just a school 
project. 

I ended up asking Jim Roche, the Director of On 
-Air Operations, about it. Jim accompanies 
Svengoolie to nearly every one of his public 
appearances, and, as my family and I have found 
out since then, is also a terrific person. After w'c 
talked to Sven, I w’ent over to Jim, quickly 
summarized my project and my topic, and asked 
him if I could possibly interview Svengoolie in a 
few months. 

“Well, I’m not a horror host.” he replied. “You’d 
have to ask him.” 

I turned around, ready to give my spiel again, 
but before 1 could even begin — 

“Sure!” Sven enthusiastically responded. 

(Apparently, he had been listening the entire 
time.) 

To be honest, if Sven had declined, I probably would not have 
even thought about contacting other horror hosts to request 
interviews. 1 may not have ever contacted the “Terror 
Daves” (Dave Fuentes and David Albaugh) of the blog. Terror 
from Beyond the Daves. I would have bought all the same 
books, newspapers, and magazines (including Scary Monsters 
Magazine), and read all of the same articles on Terror from 
Beyond the Daves. I probably would have still earned a nice 
grade on the project and had a lot of fun researching it and 
putting it together. But the moment he agreed so readily to be 
part of my project, the entire endeavor suddenly took off in a 
completely new direction. It grew faster and became more 
massive than I ever could have imagined. I researched all the 
more extensively and dug all the more deeply for information 
in preparation for the interview. I wanted to be absolutely 
certain that I would come out of the interview' with unique 
insights from Sven that I had not found anywhere else. 

Over the next few months, my family and I grew to know' 
Svengoolie increasingly well, to the point where he would see 
us coming up in line at an appearance and immediately smile 
and wave at us. In February, my father was one of the w'inners 
of the “Win a Romantic Dinner with Svengoolie” contest, and 
ended up choosing me to be his 
“plus one.” Before heading to 
White Castle for the event 
(Yes, the romantic dinner wa.s 
at White Castle.), I decided to 
dress for the occasion — as 
Svengoolie. Since then. I’ve 
worn my “Svengoolie outfit” to 
a number of Sven’s 
appearances, and it‘s always 
met with positive responses 
from other people in line — and 
from Sven! 

My family and I try to make it 
out to sec Sven at his 
appearances whenever w'e can. 


One event that is quickly becoming a tradition for us is his 
annual appearance as Sventa Claus. For anyone who has never 
met “Sventa.” don’t worry, it’s still Svengoolie: just wearing a 
Christmas-themed outfit. Last year, he even gave the rubber 
chicken he brought with him antlers aiid a red nose! Soon after 
I became a fan of the show, 1 found out that one of my longtime 
friends is also a Svengoolie fan. He had never met Sven in 
person before, so I brought him to see “Sventa”! As our turn 
came closer, my friend became a bit nervous, but we convinced 
him to stay with us, and, sure enough, he greatly enjoyed 
finally meeting Svengoolie! “Sventa” always brings in a huge 
crowd, and it’s so much fun to see fellow Sven fans dressed in 
holiday outfits, proving that horror hosts never go out of 
season! 

Becoming a Svengoolie fan has, quite literally, changed my 
life in so many ways. Obviously, the show itself remains a 
constant bright spot of each. week. No matter how my week 
may have gone, it always makes my week that much better. 
Also thanks to the Svengoolie show, I continually have the 
chance to see movies that I likely wouldn’t ever have 
othei-wise. I’ve met a number of amazing people, including the 
Daves, through our connection as Sven fans. I ended up 
interviewing seven total horror hosts (and meeting far too many 
more to count) for what turned 
out to be the most memorable 
school project 1 had ever done. 
Finally, of course, I have had 
the immense honor and 
pleasure of meeting and getting 
to know one of the most 
talented, hilarious, intelligent, 
kind, and all-around terrific 
human beings in this life or the 
next: Svengoolie himself. 
Thank you for everything, Mr. 
Goolie! Don’t let those rubber 
chickens hit you too hard! 
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by Angela Urban 

had a high school assignment in 1981 to contact one of 
our school Alumni at Morion East in Cicero. Illinois. I 
misunderstood and contacted Rich (Son of Svengoolie) 
Koz who went to Maine East. Rich.''Son of Svengoolie 
was gracious enough to invite me to the studio at WELD TV to 
view a taping of the show in 1981. 

Once I actually met Rich. I realized what a rare person he 
was. as Son of Svengoolie he shared with the Chicagoland area 
his humor and talent. He went on at WFLD for a few years, as 
The Koz Zone, the New Year’s eve hosting at the Rock and 
Roll McDonald’s in River North, and eventutilly as a 


Svengoolie at a Halloween appearance at Merton College in 
Cicero, Illinois on October 27, 1982. 

weatherman, but he was always the Son of Svengoolie to his 
fans and friends. 

1 went to appearances at the annual Houby Day Parade in 
nearby Berwyn, as Son of Svengoolie he was the Grand 
Marshall in the early 1980’s. There were also appearances 
when he signed real pumpkins at Navy Pier at Autumn Fest. I 
went back to the WFLD studio with two of my friends, Michael 
Kryfka and Ramona Bienfang, my mother Loretta Young even 
got the opportunity to meet the Son of Svengoolie when he 
joined WCIU in the I990's. At 81 years young, she still 
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Ron and Angie Urban wtb Svengoolie in Elgin. II at the 
Nightmare on Chicago Street in October 2011. 




watches him in Pennsylvania on the local cable broadcast on 
Me-TV every Saturday night. 

The Museum of Broadcasting in Chicago honored the two 
Svengoolics, both Jerry G. Bishop and Rich Koz with “A Night 
of Two Svengoolies,” 1 had to be in attendance. It was 
wonderful to hear all the details of the history of the Svengoolie 
legacy live and in person. 

When the local Horrorbles shop opened in Berwyn, I was 
thrilled to see that Svengoolie was going to make an 
appearance in Berwyn. He w'as even featured in their own 
comic book. 

When 1 visited New Orleans and saw a rubber chicken beaded 
necklace, 1 could not resist buying and send Svengoolie his 
own nibber chicken fashion accessory. 

As the years went by 1 realized that Rich (Svengoolie) was 
definitely one of the people who make history. He is a one of a 
kind movie host who when you mention his name to Robert 
(Freddy Kruger) England you get a response of "1 know him. 
I’ve watched his show.” Now that is the ultimate Svengoolie 
moment. 

I have met many other Goolies along the way, David Fuentes, 
Tony Feddeler, Jaime Corlese, among many others. Having 
known Rich (Svengoolie) Koz for .JO years has been a pleasure. 
1 am so glad I failed my high school assignment and made a 
great friend, and enjoyed the rise of an icon in the horror movie 
host realm. 

1 am a proud Goolie.... 


Svengoolie signing real pumpRins at Autumn Fest at Navy 
Pier on October 4, 1981. 


Svengoolie at the grand opening of the Flipside record store 
in Berwyn on February 9. 1990. 


Ron and Angie Urban with David Fuentes, -Jamie lee Cortese 
and Tony Fedderler and the Goolie in Volo. II in 2012. 


Angela with Sven in 1993. 
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They call me DaddyGoolie 

The Confessions of a siighfiy compulsive Svengooiie fan 


by Brian A. Bernardoni 

hen you build a detailed, scale reproduction of 
Svengooiic’s set in your garage that generates a local 
television station visit and the title of the “coolest 
Halloween decorated house in Chicagoland.” some 
people rmy think you have gone a bit furlher than most, but doesn’t 
Rich Koz deserve that kind of fan suppon? At least I think so. That’s 
why my wife and many of my friends, co-workers and neighbors think 
I’m nuts. And the kids? Well, the call me DaddyGoolie. 

BEGINNINGS 

am a lifelong fan of Svengooiie. No different than any other fan 
out there reading this, or the millions of fans, young or old who 
have watched him cither locally across Chicago or across the 
nation through syndication. Thanks to Dave Puentes and John 
Aranza. here’s my story. 

Before I start I should make a clarification right at top. Rich Koz is 
my Svengooiie. Some purists may scoff but number 10 for the Cubs to 
me was always Dave Kingman not Ron Santo. And that’s okay. My 
father still talks about Marvin and Dear from Shock Theatre and my 
grandmother called Wrigley Field “Cubs Park” until the day she died. 
Old habits and loves are hard to forget. 

As I am 45 years old; 1 never saw Screaming Yellow Theatre or Jerry 
G. Bishop on television or caught the dept of his influence on Rich 
Koz. The original Svengooiie only exists to me through YouTube and 
some book related experiences on the genre, with Ted Okuda and 
Mark Yurkiw’s From Shock Theatre to Svengooiie really being the 
high point. 

I share this because 1 think it's important to glance back at the past 
and look where Svengooiie began and the amazing story that Rich Koz 
is. Rich was a fan, when he started working for Bishop writing jokes 
and producing; and through hard -work and perseverance, became a 
Chicago television legend; far eclipsing his name sake — althougli 1 
don’t think he would ever admit it. 

Koz understands his linkage to a multi-generational medium like 
television. In that, he is a master communicator. I should know as 1 
have to communicate in my own line of work. In my nine to five 
professional life 1 am a lobbyist and my work takes me to City Hall in 
Chicago, Springfield and Capitol Hill, and often puts me on call for 
print, radio or local TV at a moment’s notice. My job as a lobbyist is 
to educated convincingly the position I advocate for. Over the spring 
and summer 1 also work part-time giving tours of Wrigley Field, a 
place that admittedly has had its share of laughter, horrors and ghosts 
itself In both jobs, I have learned many lessons; but amongst the most 
important and relevant to this sloiy is the value of understanding how 
to communicate gcncrationally. Koz is an absolute master. What 
makes Koz special is that he is respectfiil of the genre and the fans 
who love it. There is no snark; no off-handed commenis. He is well 
schooled and extraordinarily knowledgeable of the films he shows and 
even though his jokes may come across as hardly provocative; I can sit 
with my children and watch them without fear of them hearing 
something they should hear and share in a laugh. 

Since MeTV got rights to Universal; the Svengooiie of the last few 
years has been at his very best. Tlic films are classics and his work to 
prepare for them is comprehensive, informative, amazing and EMMY 
worthy. With a cast of characters like Tombstone the Talking Skull, 
Fraido and Kerwyn the prehistoric rubber chicken; he adds humor and 
fun, with a unique approach that closely draws upon the work of some 
of the great Chicago-based children’s programs like Gigglesnort Hotel 
which also featured one live actor (in Gigglesnort Hotel'.s example the 



DaddyGoolie. 


great Bill Jackson) and a number of puppets or other puppet like 
devices for other voices or characters to emerge. 

As a child of tlie 70’s 1 too was influenced by local Chicago-based 
programs. Bozo the Clown, portrayed by Bob Bell, the great Ray 
Rayner. and Gigglesnort were all a major part of my childhood and 
they set a high standard. That said my earliest childhood Chicago 
television memories were of horror films. 

At that time 1 had no control of the television knob (there were no 
remotes back then — in fact I WAS the remote) and it was a show 
called Creature Features. It was usually on in my grandparent’s house 
on Saturday nights. 

On many of those hoi summer nights, when there was no air 
conditioner, and the open windows would rattle with branches moving 
from strong summer storm winds, I would sit on the floor in a room 
without lights with my grandfather, watching the black and while 
television. The intro for Creature Features usually was enough to give 
me nightmares as I would watch Bela Lugosi exiling from his crypt. 
Boris Karloff walking as the Creature, and Lon Chaney Jr. footage as 
the Wolfman and li.sten to the eerie music play. I would cover iny face 
with my hands in terror, only peeking out long enough to watch the 
screen for a brief second only to cover my face once again. 

As I got older. I started to appreciate homor films, especially the 
Universal Monsters like Frankenstein, the Mummy, the Wolf Man and 
especially [)racula, a personal favorite. Until ! learned to drive, late 
night horror also meant the Night Stalker with Darren McGavin and 
then I was introduced to the Son of Svengooiie. Home along, as my 
dad worked nights; a good scare on the screen was often coupled with 
a strange noise in the house; often not inspected by me out of fear. 

And then came the “Son of Svengooiie.” As a teen. Rich Koz grew 
my love for the genre. With the great and sometimes awful films he 
would play, his funny songs and commercials; it wa.s must see TV. I 
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begged my dad for the 3-D glasses, and watched film after film as did 
my friends. It was a great time to be a kid in Chicago. 

As I grew older, my interests expanded like they do for many of us, 

Baseball, girls, guitars and music took over. And yes, there was a time 
where my interest waned in Svengoolie as well; when temptresses on 
cable like Elvira and Rhonda Shear would introduce me to Hammer 
Films and Troma. Hardly the quality of Universal Horror but films 
nevertheless that would capture my interest amongst other things; but 
what can I say... I was a teenage boy I 

CHILDREN AND COMING BACK HOME 

^^►raduaiing from high school and going to Illinois State 
University meant I couldn't get Svengoolie in the late 80's. 
mjf With a VHS/DVD player: I owned the films I wanted unedited 
and that was that. Pursuing a career in politics and journalism 
dominated and I soon fell off the path in watching horror films all 
together. That would change when 1 had my oldest daughter (1 have 
four currently) back in 1998. 

It happened pretty fast. My halcyon days out at night being a wolf 
(“Even a man who is pure in heart and says his prayers by night may 
become a wolf when the wolf banc blooms and the autumn moon is 
bright.”) were over and ! needed to settle in on being a father. Helping 
a baby sooth late at night meant TV sometimes and what better and 
more wholesome show to pass down was Svengoolie? Hcck, it 
calmed me dow'n. My oldest loved the show; and loved the Tliree 
Stooges as well. It became our own thing. Dad and daughter. The 
torch gets passed on. 

This conlinued for years; on my weekends with my daughter; 

Saturday night was a joyful act of repetition; Stoogeapalooza and tlicn 
Svengoolie. On the weekends when I wasn’t with my daughter, it was 
still my habit. And then, somehow, in the form of a miracle, I met my 
wife. 

For a guy who really was a Svengoolie addict; I couldn't have met a 
better person than my wife. Early on in the relationship she went with 
me to a Troma film festival in Chicago. 

Somehow, despite the efforts of a Lloyd 
Kaufman triple feature at the Music Box 
(or the lack of effort depending on how 
you see his work) the relationship 
survived and thrived. 

UTien wc first met; she managed a 
restaurant in Chicago that meant .she 
worked Saturday nights — which meant 
my Svengoolie habit was safe. 

Thankfully as her career progressed into a 
nine lo five office job, she joined me on 
the couch for years growing to be tolerant 
of my horror film habits but more 
importantly accepting of my passion for 
Sven. The torch got passed on again. 

HALLOWEEN AND SVENGOOLIE 

Mji have always loved Halloween and 
m I thought I was about the same 
K frame and build of Sven (I wa.s 
if WTong) and thought I might be able 
to pull off dressing as him for Halloween. 

Sven at the time wore a red turtleneck, a 
tuxedo jacket, black pants and his 
trademark hat. Thanks to my wife; she 
helped guide me lo where I could buy a 
filled top hat; identical to Sven's. Adding 
a red turtleneck and a few other 
finishes — including a '’Howard Stem” 
wig and makeup, along with a aibbcr 
chicken necklace, a nabber chicken and a 
homemade chicken shield-wc were off lo 

the races. Most imporiantlv, she did my ^ . , , . • . i, t. u 

Sven signs Brian s homemade chicken shield 


Svengoolie, DaddyGoolie and his daughters at the United 
Center in Chicago. 

makeup. After a number of times experimenting, she had it down pat. 

CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF THE SVEN KIND 

iCalizing my costume, from the hat down to the make-up was 
dead on: my next test was lo go out in public. So I walked 
down the street to my local haunt; a place called Hawkeyes 
and entered their Halloween Costume contest. Facing off 
impressive co-eds dressed as Playmates wasn't easy, but I walked 
away the big winner. My wife look pictures and we sent them to 
Svengoolie and he put them on TV! That Halloween, at a number of 
bars in Wrigleyville. people pounded on the windows as I walked by 
yelling Sven! It was a great night. 

Later, as he switched from turtleneck to 
red luxedo shirt, I would do the same, and 
we did test shots, and once again Sven pul 
us on TV, this time saying I was a very 
convincing Svengoolie! 

With 'that kind of support the next lest 
was to impress Rich in person in Morton 
Grove at a signing, This time I came with 
my family, including my daughter Ceci 
dressed as an “organic rubber chicken.” 
Sven was very impressed; took a number 
of great photos and signed my shield; thus 
putting it into retirement. Later, as 
Halloween approached, and again with 
family in tow, we went to see the Black 
Hawks at the United Center where we saw 
each other face to face, took photos, and 
again Sven put us on TV. W’e vs'ere, as a 
family on a roll! 

THE PURSUIT OF THE 
SKELETON PIN 

eep inside, as good as the 
costume was, i knew it wasn’t 
perfect. Of all the things I didn’t 
have the exact skeleton pin Sven 
had. For me it glared out like I was trying 
to be Sven with a white top hat and a 
leather jacket. Enter John Aranza. 

For those outside of Chicago, John 
Aranza is really someone special. He not 
only owns a Zagat rated restaurant called 
Autre Monde in Berwyn (yes Berwyn) but 
also owns Chicago’s premier horror 
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aficionados store called Horrorbles {also in Berv\'yn). John sponsored 
Svengoolie for a number of years and has had the august role in 
actually throwing rubber chickens at our top hat clad hero. T reached 
out to John to see if he had the scoop on the elusive pin Sven wore. 
John explained to me it was a Hallmark Halloween pin that was 
given to Rich by his producers as a gift. (Rich through email 
correspondence w'ould later verify the information). This began a 
quest which took over a year to get this pin on eBay; which meant 
looking through literally hundreds of postings until 1 finally found it. 
What a great day when it finally arrived! The costume was perfect 
and exact. 

Since then I have gone to a number of horror film conventions 
dressed as Sven, and have even taken pictures with Leathcrfacc, 
Tronicttcs and even film legends Richard Kiel and Adrienne 
Barbeaux. Every Halloween I dress a.s Sven, and have managed to 
win more than a few contests. 1 have to admit it is ftin to dress like 
him, and it’s even more fun to see the reactions of people when I drive 
dressed like him. At the end of the day, the contest wdns belong to my 
wife for her makeup work and moreover to Svengoolie himself for his 
undying popularity. 

THE COFFIN AND I ;1 SFT 

Ijj/x all started with Mr. Halloween. 

K I live in a small village called Justice just outside the Chicago 
U city limits. Hailow'een home decorating is a growing interest 
W amongst many in the community including the local park di.strict 
which sponsors an annual house decorating contest. 

Justice has one of the most haunted reputations of any community in 
the United States as it i.s the home of Resurrection Mary. I knew a lot 
about the village having not only spent my junior high and high school 
years there; but moreover in 2010 we actually bought the house next 
door to the house I was raised in, w'hich my grandparents built and 
lived in. 

With a good sized yard; and great and tolerant neighbors we 
decorated the yard for Halloween wdth an obligatory graveyard. 
Halloween 2010 came and went, and neighbors, including people from 
the park district said it was good enough and the we should sign up for 
the contest the following year 

The following year, buoyed by the favorable comments we got, we 
proceeded to plan for Haliow'ccn 2011. Again, we did a graveyard, 
but I hand carved tombstones of Lugosi. Karloff and several others 
including Svengoolie, We got into the contest and actually, for our 
first year out; placed Third overall. 

My wife has a very hidden competitive nature, and wanted to see 
what first place looked like so we drove around town and saw the 
actual sign that the first place winner had produced, mca.suring 4‘ by 
4’ in glowing orange — calling himself “Mr. Halloween.” 

Mr. Halloween’s house, with a New Orleans style balcony, abundant 
scary cloth and animatronics proved we were hardly a match. But the 
sign alone w'as enough motivation for my wife as she vowed with me 
to that we would beat "Mr. Halloween” the next year. My wife was on 
a mi.ssion. 

For months coming into Halloween 2012 we actually planned for 
taking on Mr. Halloween head on. 

MY FATHFR-IN-lAW HAS AH AWESOME SET OF TOOLS 
OR THF GRISWALO HAUOWFEN HOUSE 

fH Mi ^fith Mr. Halloween doing what he did so well, my wife 
mMM^r and I decided that we had to throw down and really 
compete if we w-anted to improve upon our third-place 
W W showing. So my wife and her mother, anned w’ith a 
passion for the occasional garage sale began acquiring everything we 
thought would work to make a prize winning haunt. We acquired a 
couple of coffins and a guillotine from one seller, a Seven and a half 
fool Frankenstein from another, We acquired tw'o more additional 
coffins in the coming months. But something was missing. Building a 
graveyard wasn’t going to be enough. So I halched a plan to build an 
exact replica of not only Svengoolie*s coffin but his entire set in my 


garage. Halloween liad readied the Griswald level officially. 

The original Svengoolie coffin was built by the late Bobby Walker; 
and the art work was actually designed by Rich Koz over 40 years ago 
back in 1972. Incidentally; Sven's eolfin, as many know, goes back to 
Screaming Yellow I healre days; and wasn’t built to last as long as it 
did. 1 believe we could sail dowm the Mississippi River with the one 
we built. Taking on Chicago TV history? Tmallin! 

1 have a number of skills: but carpentry is not one of them. Enter my 
amazing father-in-law John Overend. To take a line from "Fast Times 
at Richmond High;” my father in law' has an awesome set of tools, 
More importantly he has a great spirit and knack for figuring out 





problems. 

I reached out to him with the 
idea; gave him some drawings and 
photos and he began the 
construction. 

Building a coffin that would 
eventually be around I'A feet, and 
about four feet wide with a bowed 
front isn’t an easy task. The 
coffin would be heavy and need 
counterweights on the bottom. 

John figured out solutions for all 
of it. The coffin is a tank; has to 
be carried by al least two people 
and is a marvel in engineering. 

It features a hidden stand 
underneath to act as a riser; a door 
closer and cabinet like precision 
construction. Moreover, it’s fully 
lined and padded. Not bad for a 
Home Depot DIY project. The lid 
was constructed in several pieces 
and is bowed. From emails with 
Koz; w hile uncertain of the actual 
construction as he “inherited” the 
coffin, his coffin lid was made of 
a flexible sheet that has a sort of 
bondo type material that was 
developed lo make the curves and 
harden. Ours is all w'ood. My 
father-in-law delivered the coffin Jfie Svetiqoolie Set and finished 
to my home for the next step. 

Painting. 

l PLURIBUS BERWYN OR PAINTING THE COFFIN 

^Surprisingly there are not many photos of any real quality or 
r detail of Svengoolic's old coffin online. Photos do exist but 
simply are not close enough to it to gel real details. To that 
point, 1 knew, even though the coffin was so familiar lo me that 
painting the detail wasn’t going to be easy. To make mailers worse, 
yours truly is color blind. 

I tried taking photos on TV but that w’as for nauglit, even in HD 
mode. The screen shots just didn’t do. As seen in the Svengoolic 
Skeleton vignette, I can be a little 
compulsive. Since the devil is in the details 
and if you want something that has to come 
out to look authentic you have to go to 
someone who does know, and that person 
was my good friend John Aranza. I called 
John. 

John is one of the very few people I know 
who not only have seen the set and ihe coffin 
but also have a photo of themselves inside; a 
view of it from top to bottom. He generously 
shared the photo with me digitally so I could 
enlarge it. And thanks to another friend, local 
graphic designer Jim August, I was able to 
identify the colors, My job was literally to 
sketch the entire coffin out and paint it almost 
by color by numbers. Over the next several 
weeks I would do just that. 

Painting meanl a chalk drawing on Ihe 
coffin; and then layer after layer of acrylic 
paints until they built up on the coffin. The 
details are as close to the original as possible; 
including shading that really isn't visible on 
TV but is clear in detailed photos. From the 
bottom to the top; it is as close as it can 


coffin. 

possibly get. 

After I finished the painting, my wife cleaned out the garage and 
along with my mother; they constructed the walls to build the set. The 
walls we had were left over paper board scrap from one of the Spirit 
Halloween Stores; which looked like castle brick. I bought rolls of it. 
A quick frame and the walls were hung. 

We also had enough room in the garage to set up a mad scientist lab 
as well. My in-laws provided us with an antique radio; I had a vintage 
console television and a small film marquee. Other set pieces were 
collected from photos of Karloff: Lugosi to statues of Sven and props 
from vintage Universal films I had in my possession. Adding a red 
draped backdrop and some skillful lighting; 
the whole garage looked like Svengoolic 
could shoot from it if he wanted to and no one 
would know tlie better. 

THE CONTEST 

goal was to win the Village 
M ^Halloween decorating contest. We 
thought we had a chance. With an 
amazing graveyard saluting 
Universal Horror; a mummy’s sarcophagus, 
the Frankenstein Monster and the Bride, 
Dracula and his tomb, custom handmade 
fencing, new lights, fog machines and 
floating ghouls. We boarded up the windows 
with pressure mounted wood! It looked great! 
We even added a movie screen that covered 
the front of the house with black and w'hiie 
films playing and of course we had the piece 
de’ resistance — the ilill sized Svengoolic set 
in the garage. Despite all of this; and a 
generous offering of hot chocolate and 
cookies to the judges, in their opinion Mr. 
Halloween prevailed once again; but we 
improved and came in second place. Not bad 
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for our second year. 

The contest was not a total loss. Our kids swept almost all of the 
costume awards in the Village, costumed amazingly by my mother in 
law; all in homemade and well researched Wizard of Oz gear putting 
the parents whose kids were in store bought costumes to shame. They 
looked amazing and I could not have been prouder. 

That night we had our annual Halloween party with an actual wake 
in our living room for Rcnfield (Dwight Frye), with a coffin, flowers 
and even Mass cards. Pretty morbid and well received. The party 
itself had great Halloween themed food and content which everyone 
enjoyed. People watched “The Night of the Living Dead” in my 
driveway on a 10' by 10 screen with a bonfire and took pictures in the 
coffin. A perfect night. 

After the Halloween contest and party, for all practical puiposcs, wc 
thought the actual Halloween night might be a letdown after all the 
excitement of the contests and all. We were wrong. 

WGN-NFWS 

e knew the set looked good enough that everyone in 
Chicago should see it; not just my neighbors. Speaking 
of neighbors; they couldn’t be more wonderful. Sure the 
graveyard scares the dogs; and some of the kids, but wc 
take most of it down Halloween night. Seriously. 

The day before Halloween we were in for a surprise however when 
WGN-TV reached out to us and told us they would like to shoot our 
yard for Halloween. This says a lot about the power of social media 
as we tweeted pictures of our Svengoolie set and yard to various 
publications in hopes someone might pick it up. 

On Halloween morning, WGN sent their great feature reporter 
Marcus Leschock to my home with a cameraman and they spent two 
hours on our property, interviewing my father in law. neighbors and 
me about what wc did. The big story was the Svengoolie set. 

Marcus got in the coffin for set ups and featured many of the details 
of w'hat we did inside and out. It was nice he spent time with my father 
in law; and John w'as more than happy to talk about how he built the 
box, Tliat afternoon. Mr. Halloween stopped by our house to see the 
graveyard. He coincidentally came right before WGN planned to air 
the program. We invited him in and to our pleasure and to his dismay, 
WGN called our home and the Svengoolie set the "coolest Halloween 
decorated house in Chicagoland." They did almost a five minute 
segment and we couldn’t be happier. Mr. Hallow'een even was 
impressed. Victory; at least as far as Chicagoland was concerned 
belonged to us. 

WGN went a step further though. They invited Chicagoland to our 
home (with our permission) to sec the Svengoolie set and boy did 
folks show up. From across the region cars drove by and stopped to 
see and to take pictures in and around the coffin all night long. It was 
very cool to see how much fans liked the set. We will do it again for 
Halloween this year. We might actually have a certain 50th 
anniversary Blue Box on the set as that’s bigger on the inside as well. 
Like I said, my father in law has a great set of tools! 

AFTERWORD 

nytime I see something Sven should have, like a cut up Rubber 
Chicken packaged to order or pictures my daughters do of him, 

I send them in. Rich has been very kind putting them on the 
air. 

The last time I saw Rich in person was at Horrorbles for a signing of 
the Horrorbles comic book that Rich did the forward for. At the event 
I presented him with a headstone with his logo carved in. He seemed 
to really like that piece as well, and televised it. Foitunately, before he 
was stricken with his heart attack, Rich televised a number of photos 
of the coffin, and remarked on how impressed he was with hard work 
and the incredible detail. I am so happy he saw the coffin while he 
W'as being .so busy during Halloween. It wa.s a high honor as I have 
ever had. He also had a discussion with Kerw'yn about what wc did 
and asked why wc hadn’t built a replica of him. I assure you Rich, we 
are building a Kerwyn and a Fraido for this Halloween! 



WGN visits the Griswald Halloween House. 


The coffin is currently at Horrorbles taking over the entire front 
window, along with a Berwyn sign with vulture, an accurate wooden 
chicken shield and a sign wishing Sven to get well soon. The store 
manager told me on a recent visit that the man who painted the 
original Sven coffin saw it and said he thought it was the coffin he did. 
For me: that was a imply amazing and gratifying compliment. 

I'm not worried about being called a stalker, but anytime Svengoolie 
is doing a promotion w'ithin 50 miles of me I do try to support him and 
attend, f shouldn't worry clearly, because besides the fact Svengoolie 
draws hundreds of fans at all of his appearances, he truly loves his 
adoring fans. You never see Svengoolie without Jim Roche; and he is 
just as nice as Rich cind is really fan friendly. They make a great team. 

I am an unabashed fan of Rich Koz. His creativity, his use of scarce 
resources and his work ethic are amazing. He is the last of a long and 
distinguislied line of great Chicago characters in television who 
produced locally lasting and quality programming. Consistency like 
that breeds generation after generation of fans and Koz is worth every 
bit of attention he gets and more so. Hopefully the national audience 
sees what wc see and carries the laughter and screams forward. 

We’ve chatted online, and Rich is working hard to get back to regular 
life and is as fhistrated as the rest of us are about it taking longer than 
he w’ould like. From my family to Rich, here’s to him getting better 
and hack on television as soon as possible! I can’t wait to support the 
new season, the in person appearances and everything else he does. I 
also can't wait to see the new intro and coffin, I hope my father in law 
has the tools to replicate ill 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Brian A. Bernardoni is a devoted husband and father of 
four daughters, a lobbyist, Wrig/ey Field historian and Svengoolie fan. He wishes 
to thank Dave fuenfes for reaching out to him to write this piece and loves his 
wife (who WGN called a saint) immensely for her patience and hard work in all 
this Halloween/Svengoolie stuff. He can be reached out at 
bemardoni06@comcast.net. 
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H ere ’s another rare 
Mazza’s SCARY 
STILLS presentation 
from 1943. Is that 
DESTINY Vampire 
Mermaid? NO. ..perhaps it’s 
the SON OF DRACULA! 
Thanks go to Robert and Lou 
Mazza for these SCARY 
STILLS! 

— Dennis Druktenis 
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SCAKE-NEWS 


CCMIE-iyEW! 87 

by Dr. Johiuiy Scarcshock 

(No monsters were harmed during the writing of this 
installment!) 

clcomc to another crazy installment of SCARE-NEWS. 

1 am excited! I can't wait to tell you. 1 am so honored 
that my editor allowed me to give you the news! 

In honor of so many old movies 
being re-released this summer in the new 3- 
DUH format, SCARY MONSTERS has 
decided to step up to the plate. So many 
magazines have gone digital ceasing 
publication of hard copies, the magazines - 
NEWSWEEK and WIZARD come to mind 
right away — that it is getting difficult to find 
readable material on the newsstand. 

Fear not for SCARY MONSTERS has 
bucked the trend. WE ARE and we will 
continue to be your THREE D MAGAZINE! 

In fact, in honor of this event all SCARY 
MONSTERS back issues can now be 
purchased in 3-D! That’s right. Make a 
purchase now and you will be sent an actual 
physical copy of a magazine that you can hold 
in your hands and read. No need for flat 
screens that draw on electrical power, no need to worry about running 
down the battery on your cell phone to read a copy of this fantastic 
magazine. You get the real thing! It is 100 percent genuine, not a 
copy, not a fake! 

If you like real 3-D then SCARY MONSTERS is THE real 
magazine for you! 

(TIIRWIIKIINDCUCH 

ince Disney made the announcement that the company bought 
the rights to STAR WARS a lot of speculation has been going 
on about what the next movie will feature. Well, if you are a big 
STAR WARS fan, and I am not, you will be excited to know 
that Disney is making three STAR WARS movies at once! 

From the start Lucas went hack to resurrecting his original plans, 
from the 1970s, about the last trilogy. He was in contact with actors 
from the first trilogy to reprise their roles as older characters. Mark 
Hamill let it out of the bag. 

This new's did not sit w-ell with a lot of fans who feared another Ewok 
or JarJar Sinks character infusion. This new-s was disheartening in 
light of all of the good STAR WARS books published since the 
1970s. Heck, there was even a STAR WARS zombie novel! 

Well Disney announced that in addition to the new trilogy the 
company is making two more films meant to stand independent of any 
of the trilogies. The films will focus on established characters but in 
totally different stories so some of the good STAR WARS stories may 
yet be told. One film with feature the life and career of smuggler Han 
Solo while the other will focus on Doha Felt. 

In other movie and TV news, Rob Zombie posted tliat the opening 
date of LORDS OF SALEM got moved up to the April 19th 
weekend. This news came after our yearbook went to print and a 
correction could not be made. 

Cartoon Network canned the GREEN LANTERN and YOUNG 
JUSTICE animated series. Oddly they were very popular with fans 
and the stories were very good. I guess its more ADVENTURE 


TIME nonsense instead. In the meantime, Disney is taking big 
advantage of their ownership of Marvel Comics. 

Look for more Marvel Comics animated series to begin on Disney 
networks. Several live action series are being explored for ABC 
television. And the movies just keep getting better. The line up for the 
2014 GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY is being formulated with 
Christ Pratt of PARKS AND RECREATION taking the lead as 
Starlord. DOCTOR STRANGE casting is also being discussed. 

DOCTOR WHO fans are enjoying the fiftieth anniversary 
celebration of the Doctor. BBC America is running a monthly three 
hour special. Each month the network is featuring a special on each 
Doctor. January saw a retrospective of the First Doctor. William 
Hartnell, and showed an entire story (THE AZTECS) featuring the 
Doctor. February focused on Patrick Troughlon, and .March was Jon 
Pertwee’s turn. All eleven Doctors will be featured in this monthly 
series with a special Christmas surprise! 

THAT BOB BUIWS KIT 

ow! Kudos to Moebius for an awesome kit. As soon as 1 
got mine I assembled it right away. I will display it with 
the Tracy the Gorilla head for the most part because he 
was such a cool character. Later this summer I shall 

paint it. 

I had hoped Moebius would do a larger kit but the 
MONSTERSCENE scale seems to fit because now Bob or either 
gorilla will fit in with the Dr. Deadly crew. 

Some years ago when there was little hope of seeing Dr. Deadly and 
company rc-released I purchased a lot of the original kits. I made a 
silicon mold of the base of the pendulum kit and made several pulls to 
make a long floor. I then fit it all on a square piece of plywood. My 
intent was to make a full Dr. Deadly dungeon display someday, 
lighted and more. Thanks to Moebius I can do it and add even more 
pieces to the project. Someday it will be finished. I even made a 
winding stairw-ay but I see now that one of the new kits will contain a 
winding stairway. Now if only wc can have a MONSTERSCENE 
scale Vampira or Elvira? How about a Tor Johnson???? 

Keep watching Moebius for the coolest in monster model kits! 

Fans of the S.L.U.G.G. Zombie figurines, they are no more. When 
my local Target got them and put them on the shelves they were 
already discounted at half off! A clerk told me that meant the line was 
discontinued and Target was simply trying to get rid of them. 

Fans of the Living Dead Dolls, it finally happened. The Universal 
Monsters have made the grade. Look for Living Dead Dolls in your 
favorite classic movie monsters. 

THE MUNSTER KOACH is now available in a 1 : 1 5 size electronic 
version. Now you can drive the Munsters vehicle around your 
neighborhood by remote control!! 

Minimates (I am not a fan) has released WALKING DEAD figures. 
Look for zombies, main characters, and additional potential victims 
wherever Minimates arc sold. 

THE PREDATOR series of action figures is expanding with more 
Predators and Arnold Schwarzenegger to celebrate the original 
movie’s 25th anniversary. 

HOBBOB HOSTS 

s you known, since you are reading this special issue, we are 
featuring the great Svengoolie! Rich Koz is back in SCARY 
MONSTERS! 

I am so glad that this issue is happening because Svengoolie, 
like all horror hosts are valuable to us. We need more Svengoolie!!! 

I have long asserted that we need to mine our treasures before they 
are no longer here. Another Zacherley book? Yes, as long as 
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Zacherley is here and willing there will be more Zacherley books. 
There should be more Bob Bums books as well. 

We took it for granted that Forry would be with us forever and, in the 
hearts of Monster Kids everywhere he is, but new people coming into 
the glory of monster collecting have no idea. It bums me! Wc should 
have interviewed him more and wrote more books about him! 

Doctor Shocker is going nationwide in April with the release of his 
DVD. It won’t slop there. 1 will not let it even if Daniel Roebuck asks 
me to because we need to preserve our history and keep it moving 
forward. 

Rich, keep it going! We are all Svengoolie fans! ! 

BOOKS UNI) THINK 

t has been tw’cnty years since this monster boom started and it is 
going strong. I remember those early days when we were all 
meeting each other for the first time and were excited about what 
w'as going on around us. Then as things progressed we started 
getting involved in various projects and eventually going our own way 
and developing more projects. 

On the whole it was a good thing. I do miss the common gatherings 
where we would all do things together. That is why I am a big fan of 
monsters shows. If you have never been to one, please go. Even the 
worst monster show out there has something good to offer. Take the 
effort. Help this boom continue to grow. 

One company helping the boom is Dark Horse comics. They have 
been faithfolly reprinting the CREEPY and EERIE magazines from 
the 1960s-70s. They are awesome. Dark Horse is also reprinting the 
FORBIDDEN WORI^DS monster comics of the 1950s in hardcover 
form. 

Dynamite is doing the same with (he original VAMPIRELLA 
magazine. They also pul out some cool VAMPIRELLA comics (one 
featuring Barnabas Collins). 

IDW is producing some nice books too, Look for Steve Ditko's 
MONSTERS. The first volume features GORGO and volume two 
features KONGA the ape. 

In the 1970s I wTote Marvel Comics to ascertain if they sold back 
issues. 1 received a nice letter of reply referring me to a publication 
called THE BUYER’S GUIDE. It was the mastermind of Alan 
Light. It was a comic related newspaper that carried ads from people 
buying and selling comic books and toys, including MONSTER toys. 
Many of the covers were done by our very own cover artist Terry 
Beatty. 

When comic book collecting grew. Krause Publication bought 
Light’s project and renamed it THE COMIC BUYER’S GUIDE. 
The publication came out weekly and for years was the premiere 
source of comic book news. 

WIZARD magazine offered stiff competition with slick pages, color, 
and the latest in comic book news. Eventually CBG went back to 
monthly but its main focus, ads, was starting to disappear because of 
auction sites like eBay. Now CBG is no more. Krause has ceased 
publication. 1 am surprised it lasted so long but my memories of its 
early years are fond ones. I even advertised in it a few limes. 

POST OFFICE woe; PRRT 11 

eginning in August the Post Office will stop Saturday 
deliveries except for packages. Wc ail saw it coming. The 
Post Office has been hurting in recent years. 

I saw some reasons why. When visiting some friends in a 
city not far from me we were walking behind the local Post Office 
loading docks and were surprised to sec how many packages were 
being loaded. They came off of big trucks on wooden pallets. The 
boxes were wrapped around with plastic so they wouldn't fall offi The 
workers cut off the plastic and then just started tlirowing boxes into 
various small trucks. Priority boxes were scanned and then just 
thrown into the back of one truck. Larger Parcel Post (a category that 
no longer exists as of the past January) boxes were simply thrown or 
rolled, if they were to heavy, into the back of another truck. 

From that lime on I have bought insurance if shipping a package 
worth forty dollars or more. 1 am glad I started this practice because 


several items that I sold on eBay arrived smashed despite thick bubble 
wrap packing. And 1 bought a lamp on eBay and paid to have it 
insured for fear of damage. The seller packed it well with thick bubble 
wrap and Styrofoam peanuts, and then he placed it in a inner box after 
wrapping it with bubble wrap. He put that box in a larger one then 
filled it with more peanuts and even added more bubble wrap. The 
lamp came shattered and the metal pieces were broken in half. The 
seller sent me pictures as to how the item was packed so when I made 
my insurance claim 1 got retlinded immediately. 

The only process the Post Office seemed to have improved was the 
processing of insurance complaints. It used to take 60 days or more. 
Now it gets handled within two weeks. 

Good luck. 

THEB16REVEIII 

nsiead of going on my usual rant I thought I would open up to 
you instead. 

April marks ten years since I retired and 1 thought that now 
would be a good time to tell you who or what I was. Most of my 
friends know but many of you do not, I never talked much about my 
job or occupation because it carried too many preconceptions or 
misconceptions. Even my high school classmates couldn’t believe it 
when they learned. 

I was a Pennsylvania Stale Trooper. 

Already impressions and biases arc forming. Honestly I never would 
have thought that I would have such a job. 1 wanted an academic job 
where I would have an office and be left alone to do my own thing. 
Well, the 1980s happened and during that depression jobs were very 
scarce. Any job I could find was only temporary as businesses closed 
or moved overseas. I took tests to be a game protector, a fish warden, 
a prison guard, and a state trooper. When I w'as ottered the trooper job 
I took it. 

I needed to gel my life moving and I set my .sights on a goal: 
retirement. The job ottered a good retirement that would allow me to 
do what I wanted so I kept my eye on the prize and had to swallow' a 
lot of crap to get it. 

Pennsylvania troopers work both criminal and traffic cases. In many 
states the state police only work traffic casef?. I was very good at my 
job because I internalized everything. Growing up in the coal regions 
you never showed weakness or everyone, even your best friends, 
would come dowm on you so I would grit my teeth a lot. I had to 
endure putting up with sports as a child because that is what you did. 
Had 1 expressed my desire to watch monster movies 1 would have 
faced a lot of grief, been unable to get a girlfriend, or do a lot of other 
things that were fun to do growing up. It all had to be hidden and 
monster movies were w'atched in secret. 

That internalization helped me survive my job. If I would have been 
a fan of poker I think I would have won a lot of games because 1 kept 
a stone face. 1 have paid for that internalization over the past ten years 
as all of that stress finally found a way out in various illnesses and 
aches, but I am healthier now and happier for it. 

Don’t get me wrong. I did like what I did but I felt safer on the road 
than at the station because of all the ego crap and negativity that went 
on there. 1 wrote a lot of speeding tickets but I issued more warnings 
than tickets. I had a high drunk driver arrest rate, and I was very good 
at investigating car crashes. When I hear people speak about how they 
can’t understand how someone can determine what caused a crash I 
roil my eyes. It’s called training. 

As a cop you can enforce the letter of the law or the spirit of the law. 
The letter of the law says you must be punished and punish hard. The 
spirit of the law says if you admit you did wrong and ask forgivene.ss 
we can work things out. I wa.s the kind that enforced the spirit of the 
law. 

I saw my role as that of making my victim happy. If my victim was 
okay with a plea agreement I would work with the DA and defense 
attorney to sec that it is done. If my victim wanted something else I 
would work to achieve that. T had a lot of friends in the DA’s office 
and among defense attorneys because 1 was willing to do that. 
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I have become very good at delecting bull. I can tell when most 
people are sincere or if they are running a scam. It is a curse but it has 
saved me a lot of money and headaches over the years. 

I worked with KB! agents and Department of Defense agents. I 
pissed a lot of people off and got interviewed by Internal Affairs a lot 
because I was not afraid to speak my mind {and a lot of people are 
scared of someone who can do that — even otTicers). 

One of my skills was that 1 became very good at recognizing pailems. 
I was able to solve crimes quickly and spot bull when my superior 
officers were dishing it out. 

The negativity on the job was the worst part. Meeting my editor and 
being able to write for this magazine helped me see the light at the end 
of the tunnel. Befriending Zachcricy and Danny Roebuck let me know 
tliat it is a good world on the outside, because my job only let me see 
The worst in people and that was having an affect on me. 

Danny Roebuck sometimes pokes fun at rac comparing me to Ramey 
Fife, and Zacherley and 1 became very good friends because of my 
job. Zach is from a time when it meant something to be a policeman. 
So 1 do have a lot be thankful for. 

What you need to know is that it is important to focus on a goal or a 
prize and be willing to delay gratification until you can achieve that 
prize then it makes all the bull you endured worth it. 1 am amazed at 
the amount of people w'ho won’t and then claim that it is not their 
fault. 

Until next time.... 


Keep KOUL Ghoul! 

JACK EMERSON 


My Svengoolie 
pumpkin! 

JIEESPATA 

Hello, 

First off, thanks 
for taking the time to put 
together an excellent magazine 
and keeping such an important 
part of horror alive. 

I can still remember back to 
the summer of 1982. being 8 
years old, and being so excited 
for July to come as Svengoolie 
was airing the REVENGE OF 
THE CREATURE in 3-D. I 
saved my allowance for weeks to have enough to go to the 
local convenience store and buy those oh so impressive glasses. 
The whole family piled around our giant tube TV and watched 
the movie in anticipation of the great 3-D etTects. Sure they 
never came but it was still an experience 1 hold dear and one of 
the lasting reasons why I have such an affinity for the Universal 
Monsters and other “old lime” horror movies. Watch Sven 
from week to w'eek you are guaranteed a great time, even if the 
movie didn’t hold up its end of the bargain. 

1 am always in awe at the love that Chicagoland has for Rich 
and his contributions to local TV. Growing up we got to see 
him continue to be Svengoolie but also do afternoon kids TV 
(The Koz Zone) and then eventually showcase his appreciation 
for the Stooges on Stoogc-a-paiooza. He really is a local 
treasure and you can tell from the hundreds that show up for his 


Love & Light. 

PAUL “LUNDY AFTER MIDNIGHT” 
Deepestdarkest, Iowa 


Hey! 

Please see the 
attached poster I 
commissioned 
Joel Robinson to 
create. 
SVENGOOLIE, 
along with other 
Horror Hosts we 
have had the 
pleasure to meet 
is featured. I sent 
this to him and he 
was kind enough 
to give it a 
mention on his 
show. 


ar SCARY MONSTERS MAGAZINE, 


(Continued from page 89) 

Hi Dennis!! 

Just enjoying #86/MM#2l. possibly the best issue I’ve seen in 
awhile (& I LOVE them all!). That cover, WOW! But, I’m a 
sucker for anything re: A&C MEET FRANKENSTEIN. 
Over the years it’s become my favorite Universal monster 
movie and certainly the best horror comedy and monster rally 
ever! 1 guess my tastes just get more whimsical with age! I like 
the over-sized heads, just like my Funko Force monster figures! 
Jen 7 Boyd’s article is spot-on too. I couldn’t have expressed 
my aflection for the film any better. 

I’ve never had a problem with the NIGHT STALKER TV 
series monster of the w-eek format, but Brooks’ article has 
given me some food for thought. I'he show may have enjoyed 
a longer life if the series had been allowed to evolve. Darren 
McGavin is such fun to watch — in anything — and it would've 
been awesome to see what might’ve been. 

1 also enjoyed revisiting DR. LAO and THEM!, great movies 
that I was fortunate to catch on TV this last year. I love articles 
like “ADS OF TERROR,” and it’s great lo see a Sam Scare 
comic again! I've missed them!! 

And Phyllis Farkas. I don’t catch a resemblance, but w^as she 
the “cover girl” on FM #1, also reported to be Jim Warren’s 
girlfriend at the time? 

Thank you always for your hard work, SCARY MONSTERS 
forever! 
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appeurances. Every time 1 hear the “thank you for all the cards 
and letters” song ! feel like a kid again. Not to mention. I’ll 
never look at rubber chickens the same again. 

Thanks. 

PETE GARITE 


Attached is a picture of my family with Sven. We were able to 
meet with him at the Volo Antique Auto Museum, September 
2012. He is one of the nicest people I have ever met. 1 have 
been a fan of his show since I was a teenager back in the early 
80’s. and now my children have joined his huge fan base. 

Please consider the attached photo for you magazine. We like 
to call it, “A family that Svens together, stays together.” 



Thank you and have a great day! 

MONICA DITOMMASO 


Hi— 

Please find below some thoughts/mcmorics of Svengoolie and 
two pictures. You have my written permission to use this 
material. 

1 am a new subscriber to your magazine, i look forward to 
receiving the issues. I did not know you existed until I read 
about it in Svengoolies blog!! You are local too, great! 

To so many of us Svengoolie is the king of horror movie 
hosts. For those of us who have been fortunate enough to meet 
Rich Koz. we know that he is much more. Svengoolie has so 
many dedicated fans not only because of his dedication to 
horror movies and his humor but it is so obvious that he has an 
unending dedication to his fans. A true appreciation. 

In addition to his weekly show, for years Rich has written a 
daily blog. It is fiill of information, insight, and of course his 
unique brand of humor. It is a labor of love that is genuine, 
ftinny, timely, positive, and it is done for his fans. 

I had the pleasure of meeting Rich on a few occasions, I can’t 
imagine anyone who is more gracious, welcoming, and 
appreciative of his fans. He has signed numerous items for our 
family, always has a joke, and will happily pose for pictures. 
We had the pleasure of winning a station promotion and with 
20 other couples got to spend a Valentine’s dinner/evening with 
Rich at White Castle in Indiana (of all places)!! He could not 
have been nicer, more entertaining, and welcoming to the 
group. 

Sure we love his weekly broadcast and the great horror 
movies. But the amazing thing about Svengoolie is the man 
behind the make-up, hat. and fake hair! He is appreciative of 
every single fan (young, old and in between) and makes such a 



sincere effort to know that he appreciates you spending 
Saturday nights watching him. 

So kudos and thanks to Rich Koz!! For the dedication to your 
fans and horror movies. We thank you for the years of great 
shows and look forward to many more!! ! 

DAVID J, SCH.MITT 


Hello SCARY MONSTERS MAGAZINE Folks: 

I recently learned that you arc accepting submissions for your 
Svengoolie themed issue of SCARY MONSTERS 
MAGAZINE #87, and 1 hope that I can add to this exciting 
issue coming up! 

I’m a life-long Sven fan, along with my wife, and young son. I 
created a summary of my first exposure to the Son of 
Svengoolie program from the early 80s, along with some 
unique and funny experiences Tve had in watching Sven in 
childhood and adult life. I've also tried to incorporate some 
insights into what I feel makes Sven so endearing and special to 
all of us. 

SVENGOOLIE MEMORIES— A FAMILY AFFAIR 

It all began for me sometime around 1982. As was typically 
the case with my generation, I had the luxury of an additional 
electronic parent to assist in my upbringing — the omnipresent 
story box we all call the TV. And I certainly got my use out of 
it in my formative years. I was only 8 years old and well into 
my infatuation with comic books and cartoon shows when 1 
discovered monsters on television. My primary vehicle to 
monster movies was this strange TV show I stumbled upon 
called Son of Svengoolie, broadcast out of Chicago on WFLD 
Channel 32. I found this hidden gem quite by accident — first 
when sneaking out of my room late at night and then later as 
my Saturday morning cartoons bled into matinees of horror 
during the afternoons. I quickly took to all of the Universal 
Monsters — Dracula, Frankenstein, the Mummy, Creature from 
the Black Lagoon, and especially the Wolf Man. Bui soon after 
discovering the classics, my mind was then opened to much 
more. Svengoolie indoctrinated me into many other creature 
features with the Hammer movies, Roger Corman films, and a- 
plethora of other B movie treasures. Not to mention I learned a 
lot about the Empire carpel business too! 

But I noticed there was something a little different about Son 
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of Svengoolie (yes. besides being an odd-looking fellow who 
popped out of a multicolored coffin to the Billy Joel intro tunc 
“You May Be Righl’*). His shows were so much more than just 
fear, fur, and fangs. He mixed in sketch comedy, parodies, and 
snappy banter with the horror in a way I had never seen. 1 
thought his shtick was brilliant and ! was glued to every 
program — regardless of the movie that he was hosting. 
Svengoolie actually became part of every show I watched. I 
wasn’t just watching Lon Chaney Jr. lope around the moors on 
his furry tippy-toes. I was watching Lon Chancy Jr. and Sven 
team together to present me with the best of both ends of the 
entertainment spectrum as fear and fun intertwined. And I 
couldn’t wait to share all of these new-found treasures with the 
other kids I knew. 1 began regaling all of my playground 
friends at my uptight Catholic grade school with Sven classic 
such as Dr. Pepper parody “Dr. Raabees” or “Frankenstein’s 
Chapel of Love.” I liked to think that I was injecting some 
culture into my classmates using Sven’s own brand of 


campiness. 

But then things got even more interesting, It was around 1983 
or so when my household was randomly selected to participate 
in Nielsen rating surv'eys. We received a form in the mail and 
my Mom had to fill out a schedule of what we watched, when, 
and for how long. I can't recall all the details about it, but 1 
think we did this for at least a month or two. T remember 
making sure that Son of Svengoolie was written down on the 
Nielson form every single week without fail. At the end of the 
process, this survey question jumped out at me like the 
Creature from the Black Lagoon coming through the TV set in 
glorious 3-D: “If you could only watch one television program, 
what would that be?” I made sure our survey said Son of 
Svengoolie was that program. As we mailed our survey forms, 

I felt proud that I had done my part to let the big wig TV 
honchos know that Son of Svengoolie was #1, at least in our 
house. 

Fast forward about 12 years... Sven had gone off the air and 1 
had moved to Wisconsin, outside of the broadcast tentacles of 
channel 32. 1 had met my wife, Lisa, at the University of 
Wisconsin in Madison and even though we had come from 
different states, we were surprised to learn that we both shared 
a love of Svengoolie as kids. I found out that Lisa watched 
many of those same Son of Svengoolie programs while she was 
growing up in Kenosha because her TV picked up most of 


those same Chicago broadcast stations that I also had while 
growing up. We enjoyed reminiscing about Sven memories 
and comparing our favorites. Which skit was better — the 
Svenymooners or The Bells of St. Berwyn? Which parody was 
better — Richard Slimmons or Mr. Robber’s Neighborhood? 
Who would win in a cage fight between sidekicks — Durwood 
or Tombstone? 1 bet you didn’t realize the romantic power of 
Svengoolie in bringing couples even closer together! 

Luckily, with the wonderful invention of the World Wide 
Web, we’ve been able to seek out video clips of Sven’s best 
moments on YouTube and relive our memories through the far 
reaches of the digital galaxy. We even learned that Sven had 
returned via WCIU and MeTV, but sadly was not carried in our 
area. But just a couple of years ago, MeTV was picked up 
where wc live and now the power of Svengoolie courses 
through my living room once again! The great joy was that 
Lisa and I could see him together again, for the first time. And 
just recently, one of my dreams came tme as we finally met 
Svengoolie in person in 2012 at the C2E2 Comic Convention in 
Chicago. We share our story of each growing up with him 
separately, and how’ we watch him together now. Sven told us 
that he was glad he could bring us both so much fun over the 
years. (See the picture of us meeting Sven on the top left!) 

Just recently, we were lucky enough to bring another Feken 
into the world. We have a 2 year old who is full of much of that 
same wonder and excitement that I remember as a boy. And 
I’ve let him watch the beginning parts of Svengoolie sometimes 
before bed. He loves seeing Sven and will asks for “Goolie, 
Goolie” as wc pass by the TV on Saturday nights. 

So here’s to Sven, with thanks for all the great memories that 
he’s given us over the years and will continue to give us! And 
here’s to the next generation of Svengoolie fans (including my 
son Zach) who will grow up with him now too! 

JIM FEKEN 



Hi Dennis: 

I have a co 
Svengoolie story 
share, with phot 
tool I’ve been 
Svengoolie fi 
forever, and o: 

Halloween (ciri 
1980), a bunch of 
kids dressed up t 
Trick or Treatir 
They were inspired 1 
w'hat was hot at t 
time: THE EMPIF 
STRIKES BACl 
KISS etc., while 
dressed as the Son 
Svengoolie, comple 
w’ith face paint, bla 
wig, and hat. It’s one 

of my favorite Halloween memories. Flash ahead to 2009, and I 
met Sven for the first time at a horror convention and showed 
him that picture from 1980, he laughed, signed it with the 
inscription “Nice Face!” and I gave him a copy since he said he 
would use it for the show. Sure enough, wrecks later it turned 
up during his Mail segment and he was still laughing at it! 
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Sven has since shown a couple of other pictures of me wearing 
the latest Svengoolic shirt. (1 must be lucky, or photogenic in a 
horror-movie kind of way?) Meeting Sven and sharing that 
story, and his response to it, is something I’ll never forget! I 
hope you enjoy it, and my pics also!! 

Thanks, 

TOM BASTIAN 



1 go back to being a young boy, building a pillow fort in front 
of the television to see the Son of Svengoolic show. It affected 
me, an only child with a roaring imagination watching these 
incredible films. ATTACK OF THE MUSHROOM 
PEOPLE, THE SCREAMING SKULL. It was the pleasure 
and goal to get through the week. To plan and time out 
precisely what time T should be in front of the TV.. .there were 
no recording devices. It was up to me to get the 30 glasses and 
be at the right place, at the right time to become part of this 
weekly escape club. 

Fast forward to 2005. 1 had the pleasure of having my hero, 
my childhood icon and influence sign at my opening. The path 
1 took to open a store in Berwyn called ITORRORBLES was 
directly influenced by the joy Svengoolic brought me. The 
thought that perhaps I could open a business that brought this 
fun to people through a collectibles shop dripping in the genres. 

Fast forward to 2012 having Julie .Adams, star of the 
CREATURE unite with Sven in HORRORBLES...] just 
watched the pleasure of grandfathers and children. New fans 



and old amazed that they were witnessing the intersection of 
two influences like this in a shop in Berwyn. To have my hero 
and now' friend pen an introduction to a comic based on the 
store.... 

Svengoolic is the tempest for which I see the pleasures of my 
youth. A vision similar to the WIZARD OF OZ, 
magazines.... mo vie scenes. ..monsters all buzzing around this 
icon of a character. He is the magnet north for the child in all 
of us, and he still pulls as strong as ever. Thank you Rich tor 
everything you have given to us. 

JOHN ARANZA HORRORBLES Berwyn, IL 


My name is Larry Lang and the day 1 met The King of Horror 
Hosts Svengoolie was back in October 27, 2012 when we were 
in the Elgin Safe Zone during the “Nightmare On Chicago 
Streef’ Zombie Apocalypse. Fortunately all the walking dead 
were rounded up and destroyed.. .or were they? That night was 
very cold and I know the undead could care less about the 
frigid temps but for me it was w'orth it since I was part of the 
first group to meet Sven! 

I bought a unique item with me for Sven to sign. Back in 
201 1, 1 started creating photos of Pumpkin Patches with jack-o- 
lanlems that were carved with Universal Monsters' images and 
anything else I wanted to include. Back in October 201 1, 1 had 
uploaded my 2011 Svengoolic Pumpkin Patch photo to the 
Sven website and it was featured in the Sven November 201 1 
Newsletter for the “Photo of the month." So in September 
2012. “Dr. Frankenstein” started creating and submitted my 
newest Sven Pumpkin Patch but I digress.. .it was finally my 
turn to meet Svengoolie and Tm sure I had the biggest smile on 
my face when I rolled out my creation... the 2012 Svengoolic 
Pumpkin Patch! He informed me that the same photo w'as 
being featured on his show that night during the mail segment! 
That has to be the highest honors to be featured during the 
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Halloween Svengoolic Show!! 

After meeting Sven and purchasing my first Svengoolie shirt, 
I was privileged to meet someone that was also in the first 
group and his name is Dave from TERROR FROM 
BEYOND THE DAVES blog. No, not that Dave, the other 
Dave! Mr. Puentes and I stayed in contact after that and he 
even had a little surprise for me.. .he uploaded my “Svengoolie 
Shoutout” on YouTube! {www.youtube.com/'watch? 
v^ZKOCL'pYVFWI) I had to return the favor and created a 
TERROR FROM THE DAVES Pumpkin Patch with some 
new pumpkins 
with the latest 
Sven coffin 
image. 

I found there’s 
a unique bond 
not only in 
Chicago 
B lackhawks 
fans but in 
Svengoolie 
fans! Speaking 
of the 
Blackhawks, “Dr. Larry Frankenstein” even created a 
“Svengoolic meets the Chicago Blackhawks.” I believe it 
would be a cool idea if Sven did the puck drop during the 
Hawks Halloween game eh? Since there was a lockout in 
Hockey during the 2012 Hallow'ccn season, I sported my Sven 
shirt in the only other place I would spend Halloween and that 
would be HOOTERS! What? Pm into owls! 

My little creations didn’t slop at pumpkins. This past 
Christmas, my little nephew and niece introduced me to “Elfic 
& Snowtlakc''...thcir “Elves on a Shelf” The cogs started 
rotating in my brain 
and after the smoke 
cleared, 1 had created 
another unique 
item... From the 
creator of the most 
sincere pumpkin 
patches now' brings 
you... SVEN ON A 
SHELF! Have you 


ever w'ondered how' The Great Pumpkin know's wlio is 
naughty and who is nice? The Sven on the Shelf; A 
Halloween Tradition is the ver>' special tool that helps 
The (ircat Pumpkin know who to put on the “Trick” or 
“Treat” list. 

1 can’t wait to meet Sven in 2013 because I know his 
health will be restored and he will be back to work very 
soon but even Sven will have to wait until Halloween 
when the newest Sven pumpkin patch is revealed. Ok, 
Kerwyn might gel a peek but if he tells then I'll eat that 
bird faster then I cat 911 doubled dipped HOOTERS 
wings! 

LARRY “DR. FRANKENSTEIN” LANG 


As a kid growing up in the south suburbs of Chicago in 
the seventies. I’ve always felt I w'as blessed to be at the 
right place at the right time when it came to the 
weekend. See. that’s when this new show, “Son of 
Svengoolie.” came on and no matter what the film of 
the week w'as I knew' I’d be in for a treat! For the first time in 
my life, I would witness all the old time classic horror movies. 
Week after week, every Saturday I’d be glued to the family TV 
set soaking every second of fun these films had to offer. 
Frankenstein. The Mummy, Dracula and all the others appeared 
in that magic box like clockwork. 

In the pre-Internet days of the seventies you really had to plan 
your day around the TV schedule. Heck, the VCR didn’t hit 
my house until the early eighties, so it was a really big deal to 
my eight year old self to gel everything done so I wouldn’t 
miss Svengoolie! While it was on, you couldn’t even talk to 
me. I’m sure just about anyone in my generation remembers 
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“we gotta get home for our show.” Because if you missed it, 
that was it. 

Besides the Son of Svengoolie show’s movie of the week, a 
big pari of the show for me was the segment that Son (lhal’s 
what 1 called him at the time) would read viewer mail. That 
was the part where Svengoolie would flash pictures that local 
viewers just like me would draw. 1 always thought that w'as a 
great aspect of the show.. .you could get your artwork on TV! 
For a child that loved to draw’ monsters this was like a dream 
come true. For a good couple of years it was my dream for 
Sven to show my picture on his show. I practiced with that in 
mind and sent at least three submissions but, with no capability 
to rewind at the time, coupled with the rapid fire delivery in 
which he show’cd the pictures, it’s almost impossible to tell if 
he ever showed any of mine. However, it was just another 
aspect of the show that kept me entertained. 

Flash forward after Son of Svengoolie ended and Sven was on 
the air simply as Rich Koz. On one show, 1 vividly remember 
Rich hanging out in a park with an easel and drawing a picture. 
After all the drawing Td done of monsters on his behalf. I 
wondered what he was going to do. Turns oul, he was going to 
show all the viewers how to draw The Mighty Thor, of Marvel 
Comics fame. I couldn’t believe it, I was a big fan of comics 
and lhai was the one character I needed most help drawing at 
the time. Td started collecting bronze age comics just about 
the time of Son of Svengoolie debuted so this blew my mind. I 
was starting to think this guy could read my mind and 
henceforth, 1 never had any more problems drawing the God of 
Thunder. 

After that, I always thought of Rich Koz as one of my biggest 
artistic inspirations. He was there at the beginning and he’s 
still here now, supporting the local talent. Having the honor of 
my art appearing in this magazine dedicated to Svengoolie is 
truly a blessing in my book. Funny how life works out 
sometimes.... 

STEVE GILL 


Hello, 

1 saw the post on 
the Svengoolie 
Facebook page 
seeking submissions 
for the tribute you 
are putting together. 

Enclosed should be 
an autographed 
photo I received 
from the man himself 
at an appearance he 
did at Woodfield 
Mall in Schaumburg. 

Based on the info 
from the back of the 
picture (also 
enclosed) this looks 
to have been from 
either August 8th or 
9th, from an 
unknown year, but I 
would peg it around 
1982? Feel free to 
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use this scan in your magazine should it be of any help. 
Looking forward to seeing the issue. . . ! 

Thanks and regards. 


BRIAN MCGIBBON 


Dear Dennis, 

I painted this portrait of Svengoolie especially for your 
upcoming tribute to him, I would like to submit it as a possible 
consideration for that issue. I've included one black and white 
and one color copy of the original: Acrylic on Canvas, 8’'xl0”. 
Thanks Dennis. 



Sincerely, 

DENNIS VINCENT Denver, CO 
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Dave Fuentes told me about the Sven tribute. Here is a acrylic 
on gessod art board. Hope you like it. 

JOHN BONIOR aka Russ Wrangler on FB 


eyeing her nervously. At the time she thought they were just 
paranoid that she would go into labor. 

When 1 got out of the haunted house I walked up to Sven, and 
my wife got up to take my picture. That’s when security 
sprung into action. The two of them sprinted after my 
waddling spouse shouting, “You can’t go in there! You didn t 
buy a ticket! You can’t go in there! !” 

She calmly replied, "I’m not getting an autograph. I'm just 
going to take a picture.” 

1 don’t know if it was her reassuring voice, my bewildered 
stare, or Sven’s look of amusement at two guards about to 
tackle a pregnant woman, but they finally stopped charging and 
headed back to their posts. 



Three years later wc got to meet Sven again with our son 
(who isn’t a twin) and our daughter. The security at Brookfield 
Zoo was much less paranoid 
AD.\M NATALI Oak Park, 11. 



1 was going to see Sven at a haunted house in Addison. Since 
my wife was in her third trimester of pregnancy, and my son 
was so huge that people kept asking if we were going to have 
twins, w'e asked two security guards if we could meet Sven 
without going through the haunted house. They said no. 

So, I bought a ticket and went alone while my wife sat on a 
stool outside the entrance. For some reason the guards kept 


Appearing on the Svengoolic show with my three children was 
a memory all of us will never forget! (photo; Sven. 3 children 
and crew circa 1995) 

1 was it fan from ‘way back’ and was living in Colorado at the 
time, before the days when Sven went nationwide. My 
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Greetings and salutations: 

From June 16, 1979 onward, countless fans (starting in 
Chicagoland and eventually spreading coast to coast) have 
availed themselves of the opportunity to proclaim themselves 
“Number One Fans” of Rich “Svengoolie” Koz. 

Therefore, I will not refer to myself as Sven’s “Number One 
Fan.” I will, however, call myself Sven’s ORIGINAL fan. 

My thirteen-year-old self was, of course, a dyed-in-the-wool 
“CREATURE FEATURES” aficionado, having grown up 
watching the Universal Classics (among other surprises) on 
WGN’s Saturday night program of that name. And by the time 
Sven arrived on the scene, there wasn’t a w'cekend horror 
movie program on WFLD-32, WSNS-44 or even WLS-7 that 
escaped my notice, but when it came to horror HOST 
pro^ams, I was left with faint and fuzzy UHF memories of the 
original Svengoolie (Jerry G. Bishop) and The Ghoul (Ron 
Sweed), as well as remarkably lucid recollections of the great 
Bob Wilkins (whom I was lucky enough to sec during family 
vacations to San Francisco). These hosts inspired me to create 
my own imaginary (and nameless) host who would supply both 
trivia and comedy to his imagery viewers (particularly while 
Chatmel 7’s Friday late shows played). 

But when Rich Koz debuted as the Son of Svengoolie. 1 knew 
that I was in on the beginning of something phenomenal. Here 
was someone who was actually DOING what I imagined 
myself doing every weekend, and while “jealousy” was the 
furthest thing from my mind, I naturally wanted IN, and I 
immediately began to bombard “Sven” with letters full of 
jokes, questions and suggestions for what was now my 
completely unmissable Saturday night tradition (when he was 
pre-empted by a soccer game, I even mned in to SEE him say 
he was being pre-empted by a soccer game). Sven was even 
gracious enough to speak with me on the phone when I called 
the station once (talk about making a fan’s day) and showed 
extra-special kindness and concern when I requested a shout- 
out for a close friend afflicted with cerebral palsy (and by that, 

1 mean that Sven went out of his way to let me know that my 
friend’s name would NOT appear when he first intended it to, 
but that it would be in the next week’s show — he didn’t’ want 
to disappoint ANYBODY). And a local Emmy for Sven was a 
victory for ME. 

Well, I never appeared on rhe show' in person (as was my 
ultimate hope), but in the early days of the Son, my name was 
heard frequently during his mail segment. In fact, my name 
was the very first one out of the bag, and the proof is available 
on YouTube to this day. (“Shane Dallmann has a joke: What 
do you get when you cross a vampire with a haystack'.' A Bale 
O’Lugosi!” www.youtube.com/watch?v=cbWOnkGmySg 
And that’s why 1 call myself Sven’s Original Fan. 

While an eventual move to Calitbraia prevented me from 
personally wdtnessing his transition from the Son of Svengoolie 
to Svengoolie himself, my sister was kind enough to send me 
the occasional tape from Chicagoland.. .and when I finally 
reached out to Sven through the new (to me) technology known 
as “e-mail,” he still remembered me even though it had been 
over a decade since we last conversed. 1 wrote to him to let 
him know that 1 was finally ready to attempt a horror-hosting 
gig of my own, and he wished me the best of luck and asked 
me to keep him informed, and that’s exactly w'hat 1 did. 

REMO D.’S MANOR OF MAYHEM premiered in the first 
weekend of January, 2002, and since that time has gone on to 


brothers in the Chicagoland area would tape the shows and ship 
them out for us to watch. 

As a home schooling mom, 1 always looked for interesting 
ways to help the kiddos learn. So after contacting Rich, he was 
gracious enough to invite us to Chicago for a taping of the 
show. 

Rich and his crew helped us all understand w'hat goes into 
making a television show'. Then he surprised us by making us 
part of the show! He introduced us and gave us one all- 
important line to say as a lead-in to the movie which was one of 
the old Night Stalker episodes. 1 can’t say, however, that any 
of us were naturals when we stood in front of the cameras 
terrified with smiles frozen on our faces as we said in unison, 
“588-2300.” The movie carried on with the word, “Vampires!” 
cried our by the main character. So goes our claim to fame. . . 
The highlight, according to my two sons, was the honorary 
throwing of the rubber chickens. Their enthusiastic pitching 
landed what looked like painful blows at times! 

The children learned a lot from Rich. Now ages 20, 26, and 
29. none of them entered the television industry for their 
careers. But we are all still watching! 

KAREN SCHAITZ-MUNOZ & ANDREW, BEN and 
HAYLEY 


Here is a Sven done with watercolors on bristol paper by 

MARK ROBINSON. 
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showcase over two hundred movies (several of which were 
introduced to me by Sven himself) over the course of sixteen 
irregular seasons. My “horror host” persona docsn t copy 
anyone directly, but the show features not only trivia segments 
inspired by Bob Wilkins but a cast of comic characters 
determined to convey the sheer fun of it all. ..sheer fun as 
demonstrated by my friend and mentor. Rich “Svenoolic" Koz. 
Long may he reign! 

SHANE “REMO D.” D.AI.LM.ANN Marian, CA 


Well Hello There! 

Thank you so much for doing a tribute on Svengoolie Our 
Favorite Monster Host! Like many people and families, 1 grew 
up on his television shows. He is a household name throughout 
Chicagoland and now. all over the country. When I was just a 
teenager, writing for my school paper, 1 insisted that we 
interview' him, and Tm honored to say that we’ve been great 
friends ever since. 

Svengoolie puts so much of himself in each and every 
television episode. He's the Iasi of a rare breed helping keep 
wholesome family programming alive. 

If you’ve ever visited one of his celebrity appearances at a 
local business, you'll see the kind of relationship that he has 
with his fans: they line up for blocks and blocks Just for (he 
chance to shake his hand and hopefully get a photo w'ith him. 


Svengoolie has given new life to Rubber Chickens 
everywhere! Behind the scenes, everyday, Svengoolie puts all 
his heart and effort into his show, website, and newsletters. He 
knows more about Monsters, Vampires, Ghosts, Ghouls and 
Freaks then anyone! He’s also very good with Stooge Trivia. 
Charity Events, Neighborhood Parades, Comic Conventions, 
even the animals at the zoo love when he stops by on his 
regular promotions. He’s adored cveiyw'here! Svengoolie is 
part of scary monster culture and will go down in history. 
Maybe one day, “Berwyn” will name a street after him. 
Wishful thinking. In the meantime. I’m thrilled that he’s being 
honored in Scary Monsters Magazine, and ! can’t w'ait to 
receive my copy in the mail! 

Thank you! 

CANDI MICHELE GOMEZ. 


It’s Terror Dave Puentes ami Si’engoolie by JASON LUCAS! 


8pm Central, Saturday. June 1 6, 1 979 ... I know exactly where 
I was, and. my being as omniscient as I choose to be at any 
given moment has nothing to do with it. 

It had been nearly 6 long years since Kaiser Broadcasting 
made the grave (pun intended) error of cancelling “Screaming 
Yellow Theater.” Friday nights were never the same without 
TV’s original Svengoolie aka Jerry G. Bishop. I still remember 
seeing Cleveland Horror Host The Ghoul appear in the 
“Screaming Yellow Theater” timeslot, and saying out loud, 
“Wiat is this junk?” Years later. I’d come to enjoy The Ghoul 
(Ron Sweed), as w,cll as meet him a few times on his own turf. 
He even taped a “bump” or promo, as I call ’em, for our 
nighttime show (“The' Bone Janglcr”). However, The Ghoul 
had a different schlick, and just didn’t measure up to what T’d 
been used to seeing on my favorite Horror Host show. 

Flash forward to mid-June 1979. W'hile scouring the local TV 
guide, looking for Horror movies, T spot an ad for the movie 
“In The Year 2889” on UHF station WFLD -J2’s “Creature 
Feature.” Now, from 1970 to 1976. WGN channel 9 was 
Chicago's “Creature Features” station. After WGN cancelled 
the show, WFLD took up the mantle, omitting the “s.” In this 
ad, there was a photo of a new Horror Host. There was no name 
attached to this visage, but. after that fateful Saturday night, the 
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It took six days to creatE tlw uurld.. 
And one false nuue to destroy it! 

IN THE 
VEAR ZK&B 


With Creature Feature’s neui host! 
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name ot Son of Svengoolie would be forever etched in the 
minds of Chicagoland Horror movie fans. Eventually. Son of 
Svengoolie was briefly syndicated in other parts of the country, 
a foreshadowing of what would come 30 years later (on a much 
grander scale). 

When Metromedia sold WFLD to Rupert Murdoch in 19Kb, it 
wasn’t long before the powers that were decided that Son of 
Svengoolie was not “dignified” enough to be part of the 
fledgling 4th network. Thankfully, television executive, and 
visionary, Neal Sabin recognized the importance of local TV 
personalities to Chicagoland audiences, and brought the “all 
grown up” Svengoolie in for the relaunching of WCIU channel 
26 as “the U.” Now, the U has spawned several sister stations, 
and our of pal Sven is syndicated across much of American, 
deservedly so. 

Sven is a Chicagoland institution, and, while many might 
suggest that he shouUi be institutionalized (Sven being the first 
to do so, no doubt), the nation now knows how truly lucky 
we've been for the better part of these last 34 years. Sven is a 
comedic wit the likes of which we haven’t seen since the 
Golden Age of Comedy. And, while he’s gotten a wee bit 
naughtier over the course of his current run, Sven is still the 
kind of Horror Host that can, and should, be watched, and 
enjoyed, by grandparents and grandchildren alike. The man’s 
fans are legion, fervent, extremely loyal, and ever expanding.. . 
in numbers, 1 mean. Sven’s a tradition, like giving fhiitcakc as 
a Christmas gift, that’s been handed dowu from one generation 
to the next, perfect for re-gifting. Sven’s alter ego Rich Koz is 


not too shabby either, multi- 
talented as can be. He's a ki'nd 
man, he does his best to make 
time for his fans and friends. He 
cares about all of us. In 
November of 2011, when 
Enchantress Nocturna was 
violently robbed and assaulted, 
requiring a hip replacement, 
Ricli/Sven was there to offer his 
aid. We will always be grateful 
for his concern, and his help. 

We here in The Dungeon; 
from Nocturna and I to Young 
Master Gregory, and including 
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The Coven, we all want to wish Sven the very best, and hope to 
see him in action, and on TV, for at least another 35 years. 
Sven, you are one of a kind. We’re glad to know you, after 
watching you on TV for all of these many years. You deserve 
the best that life has to offer, and, we wish you health, 
happiness, and prosperity, for all of your days, may there be 
many. 

THE BONE J.NNGEER 


Hi, my name is David Westfall and 1 lived in Chicago for 
almost all of my life. I wanted to share about my DEAR friend 
Svengoolie aka Rich Koz. 

My mom LOVES scary movies B movies the more B they get 
she will watch them. Especially VAMPIRE MOVIES! And I 
have my mom Geraldine Westfall to thank for turning me onto 
Son of Svengoolie. I LOVE YOU MOM! 

I remember trying to prop open my eyes to watch the show 
when it first came on sooo late at night. 1 didn’t care what the 
movie was I wanted to see Son of Svengoolie he was 
HYSTERICAL! He did great little bits and was always a laugh 
riol keeping up with current topics and things that went on in 
the local news. 1 had never seen anything like him other than 
on Saturday Night Live and Fridays. 

This was WAYYY before VCRs were common in the 
household and I remember my Grandfather giving us a tape 
recorder and we would record Son of Svengoolie’s songs and 
sing them for days and days and laugh every time. Son of 
Svengoolie was tops in our books. 

Then came the day of LIVE appearances and we didn't have a 
care and Son of Svengoolie would go out to the suburbs and 
see all the kids out there and I NEVER got a chance to meet my 
LEGEND! But that was all to change. They announced one 
day that Son of Svengoolie was going to appear at THE 
BRICKYARD MALL! Wow! I had been there before with my 
mom and it was one of the COOLEST PLACES ON EARTH 
TO ME! OMG! SON OF SVENGOOLIE AND THE 
BRICKYARD MALL! What could be better! So my sister 
Roxanne and 1 begged my father to go, it was a happier 
moment that I could remember with my dad. Son of 
Svengoolie was doing a benefit for THE MARCH OF DIMES 
or THE MS society, it was a good cause none the less and a lot 
ot people turned out. Son ot Svengoolie did a speech that was 
VERY funny and then signed autographs if you made a 
contribution. I begged my dad for money and made my 
contribution and stood in line. I told him he was funny and 
handed a card from some radio station and there was a picture 
of a old guy on one side. I said can I got an autograph please? 
He turned my card over and shuddered at the pic of the old man 
picture from the radio station. I still have that autograph lo this 
day. It reads “HI DAVID SON OF SVENGOOLIE!” 

WOW I MET HIM I REALLY MET HIM! And during his 
afternoon run time, his morning run lime and then his evening 
run time, I still watched thru thick and thin! Shoot we made an 
event of The Creature from the BLACK LAGOON IN 3D! 
Got the gla.sses and the whole nine yards! 

I owe a lot lo Son of Svengoolie especially my interest when I 
got into High School in my Radio and TV classes! 1 cannot 
thank Son of Svengoolie enough for his influence on me in 
those years. We did so many things there that were skit related! 

I wish I did a Horror host show Ihen! 

Laler, in my life when I moved with my girlfriend to 
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Kentucky I was SOOO bummed to hear Son of Svengoolie was 
cancelled, I was soo mad! But, as my life changed and I went 
back to SWEET HOME OF CHICAGO... So did something 
else. Rich Koz was on the radio. 1 started listening.. .then he 
was cancelled and would pop up here and there. 

Then he made it to WCIU. I really did miss the early years of 
Rich Koz as host of U dance and U guys. Never knew it 
existed! WCIU was a Spanish channel in iny mind! 

Then came the HUGE news SON OF SVENGOOLIE WAS 
COMING BACK! He had dropped his Son of now he was 
SVENGOOLIE! I remember Mort Downey did a day long 
program with Sven it was soo cool! 

1 met my current wife about then and Rose and 1 would stay 
up late and watch Svengoolie as it was intended to be. My wife 
also said what a HUGE influence Svengoolie was on her life! 
She enjoyed all the little artistic things that were on his show 
all done by Rick Koz aka SVENGOOLIE! At that moment in 
time I knew I found my TRUE LOVE! 

My wife kept saying how she would like to meet Svengoolie 
or go to one of his appearances bill we never had the time or 
the money. But 1 knew someday 1 would meet Svengoolie 
again! 

Many moons later and my daughter Elizabeth was bom in 
1997. She is raised on Sesame Street, Teletubbics, The Wiggles 
and so on and so on and of course SVENGOOLIE! My wife 
still wants to meet Svengoolie! So my daughter and I and a 
friend find out Svengoolie is going to be at a mall. My wife 
being VERY sick at the time couldn’t go and w'c had been e- 
mailing Svengolic back and forth and I told Svengoolie we 
were going to his FORD CITY MALL APPEARANCE. I 
didn’t tell my wife what we were doing! So my friend, 
daughter and 1 set out to the mall and wait and wait for 
Svengoolie to appear. They had some tie in with a radio station 
and a money booth. Finally Svengoolie appears and it was 
mostly people that never heard of him or young kids ...the line 
wasn’t very long. Finally it was my turn to meet Svengoolie 
MY IDOL! I GREW UP WATCHING HIM! I introduced 
myself as Dave and said this is my daughter Elizabeth and 
Svengoolie said 1 KNOW YOU!!! You e-mailed me. 

I had the whole meeting videotaped by my friend. I said some 
VERY heartfelt things to Svengoolie that day and my friend 
was to record it all. Svengoolie took the time to listen and 
respond to everything I said even though the line to see him 
was getting longer. My daughter and I took a picture with him 
too that appeared on his show! Low and behold the video of 
me and Svengoolie didn’t mm out the way 1 wanted it to be 
because my friend instead of videotaping Svengoolie and I he 
started videotaping the MONEY BOOTH contestants from the 
radio station. MAN I WAS MAD!!!! But 1 was SOO 
impressed that SVENGOOLIE took the time to listen to me, 
HE knew who 1 was! WOW!!! Blown away! My wife was 
SOO angry at me for not taking her I had to buy her a 
Svengoolie T shirt the glow in the dark kind! 

Later on the next year Svengoolie was at Golf Mill Mall. My 
wife was ill again and couldn't attend but 1 bought her 
BELOVED glow in the dark SVENGOOLIE T SHIRT with us 
in hopes of getting it signed. A few friends of mine that did a 
Svengoolie convention at the Museum of Radio and TV in 
Chicago all met there to meet our idol SVENGOOLIE! It was 
tmly a GREAT lime and still another Radio Station B 96 was 
there doing a money booth too. 


Svengoolie was SOOO nice to us and I was shocked to know 
he remembered our names (My Daughter and I). Wow what a 
Great celeb! We asked to have him sign my wife’s shirt and he 
almost wrote my daughter’s name on it because he asked if it 
was her shirt and she said YES all STARSTRUCK. We took a 
group picture with him and we were probably the first online 
group that existed for Svengoolie. We were supposed to meet 
up with a friend of fnend THE BONE JANGLER but missed 
him that day. When I got home my wife was SUPER PISSED 
I met Svengoolie without her! She had to meet him and that 
was that. 

Finally there was a thing called FLASHBACK WEEKEND, a 
small convention dedicated to horror fans, a lot of cool celebs 
from horror would be there including SVENGOOLIE! We 
waited in this long line with my wife and daughter, this time 
finally my wife’s BIG DAY to meet Svengoolie! WOW! The 
line moved and moved and we were in front of the line then it 
was our turn. They were taking little groups at a time to meet 
Svengoolie which 1 thought was ODD! We got to the front of 
the line and were held back from meeting Svengoolie! WHY? 
Well, we were in a group of people who were supposed to meet 
Svengolie one on one! Then they said we couldn t meet 
Svengoolie because we didn’t buy passes and then they said we 
couldn’t meet Svengoolie because we didn’t buy tickets. I had a 
short and sweet reply. The commercial you ran NEVER said I 
had to buy tickets to meet Svengoolie, if your gonna be like 
that I will meet him at a mall. 

Well, guess what? WE were told go ahead and had the 
privilege of meeting Svengoolie one on one! WOW THANK 
YOU FLASHBACK WEEKEND! For the most AWESOME 
time of my life with my family and Svengoolie. We talked for 
a few minutes and took a family picture with Svengoolie. My 
wife finally got lo meet her TV idol and said some very kind 
kind words to Svengoolie. It was a day we soon wouldn’t 
forget because Svengoolie became a guy we knew. We would 
send in my daughter’s pictures and drawings to him and he 
would post them on this TV mail segment and such! WOW 
WE WERE COOL! 

Of all the things that 1 could ever say to Svengoolie is 
THANK YOU! You are a piece of Chicago and a TRUE 
Chicagoan! There is NO other Celeb on this planet quite like 
you and never will be again. Thank you for your kindness to all 
of your fans that you call Iriends. May you continue your show 
until you decide it needs to stop. Rich you are a HUGE part of 
my childhood and my life! THANK YOU I 
DAVID WESTFALL 


I remember my father used to make homemade pizza and we 
would put newspapers on the carpet in front of the TV so my 
brothers and sisters and I could watch Svengoolie in the living 
room while we ate our pizza. It was so much fun. 

ANNA GROB Children’s Book Author and Illustrator. 


Sven Memories 

The strange looking man with the top hat, dark circles around 
his eyes, bushy mustache, chain over his shoulders, and funny 
accent wanted me to join him Saturday, June 16, 1979 at 8 
P.M. on Channel 32 lo watch “In the Year 2889.” He was a bit 
silly, a bit creepy — and oddly familiar. And that music he 
played during the commercial: a rock instrumental punctuated 
by woman’s screams. I swore I’d heard it somewhere before. 
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Then a voicc-ovcr at the end of a show (I don't remember 
which one) plugged the movie as well. Only this time, it 
identified the strange man: The Son of Svengoolie. That green 
haired, pasty faced hippie in the psychedelic coffin that got 
pelted with rubber chickensV The guy Dad told me lived in the 
unfini.shed basement of the hospital that was never home when 
we went to go look for him? That Svengoolie? I very vaguely 
remembered him. And now, almost ten years later, his son 
would be taking up the mantle. No way I’d be mis.sing this! 

Sure enough, at the appointed time, 1 parked myself in front of 
the TV, and promptly became hooked. The movie didn’t have 
much to recommend itself, but that didn't matter. The guy in 
the coffin had my full attention. The icing on the cake that 
made a bad movie better. 

He had mail segment — w'ith an address I could write to! 1 
promptly sal down and wrote him a brief letter expressing my 
admiration and a small request: “Please show my letter on TV.” 

I tuned in the following Saturday expecting to see “Island of 
Living Hoiror” as Sven promised, only to watch “Dracula’s 
Daughter” instead. During the second mail segment, he held 
my letter up and said my name. 

1 became hooked for life. And had a topic for my “Would You 
Believe This Happened to Me? paper for school that Fall. 

When the movies were good, they were good. W'hen bad, they 
could still be good, in their own way. But Sven always made 
them better. 

Certain shows stand out in my mind: Sven heckling Dr. Frank 
Baxter during his introduction to “The .Mole People," Sven’s 
coffin launching into space (with him in it!), Sven becoming an 
old man a la Rip Van Winkle, Doug Graves filling in for Sven 
during his ban from TV for ridiculing Nancy Reagan’s acting 
in “Donovan’s Brain,” the “Oh! Godzilla!” contest (which i 
didn’t win), the “Sven’s Summer Sail” contest (which 1 didn’t 
enter), and of course, the 3-D showing of “Revenge of the 
Creature,” which we had no trouble viewing. 

Towards the end of Sven’s original run, 1 sort of fell off and 
didn’t watch him as much, in fact, I didn’t even notice when 
he went off the air. Naturally, I missed him as soon as it 
dawned on me. 1 did try to fill the Sven shaped hole in my 
heart, with varying success. Rhonda Shear and Mystery 
Science Theater 3000 were both awesome in their own ways. 
MST3K particularly reminded me of Sven heckling Dr. Baxter, 
only they raised it to an art form. But I knew he could never be 
replaced. 
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I remember being alone in the break room at work when I 
read Robert Feder’s announcement in the Sun Times that Sven 
would be returning to the airwaves. And a good thing! My 
shrieks and cheers did get pretty loud! 

He didn’t have the same caliber of movies that he once had. 
But he had returned and that was all that mattered. I promptly 
wrote him, asking once again to “show my letter on TV.” He 
didn’t, but he did read bits of it, where 1 placed him in the 
company ot Bozo, Ray Rayner, Fraiser Thomas, BJ and Dirty 
Dragon, and of course, the original Svengoolie. 

And I actually made it out to some of his personal 
appearances. The first one unintentionally as 1 didn’t know 
he d be at the Chicago ComiCon. 1 just turned the comer and 
there he stood! i followed him from a distance as he went to a 
table out in the lobby 
to sign autographs and 
take pictures. I 
promptly got in line. 

Good thing too, as the 
line filled up fast, but I 
finally got my turn, an 
autographed card, and 
a picture. That’s the 
only thing I really 
remembered about that 
ComiCon. 

1 next saw him at Max Madsen in Downers Grove and got 
another autographed card. Afterwards, taking a stroll in 
downtown Naperville, a dog toy in a pet store window caught 
my eye: a rubber chicken in a Santa hat, bra, skirt, and boots. I 
sent him one for Christmas and it showed up on the set for at 
least two years. 

Then 1 saw him at C2E2 two years in a row. The second time, 

1 had my nephew Joe with me and 1 recorded Sven thanking my 
nieces for watching him with me the previous week (He 
showed “Sssssss” that night). And 1 saw him at Flashback 
Weekend, where I bought his latest t-shirt and took a picture 
with him dial didn't turn out as 
well as I'd hoped. So I 
suppose 1 have Sven to thank 
for ditching the disposable 
cameras and getting a 
camcorder. 

Sven gelling the broadcast 
rights to the Universal classics 
couldn 't have been better news 
(even if they are in black and 
white!). [ say Sven and the 
classics go together like peanut 
butter and jelly. So first I drew 
a picture of Sven in the banana 
suit with the maracas. Then I 
got my hands on a Peanut 
Butter Jelly Time Brian figure 
and customized him to look 
like Sven, lie showed it during 
the mail segment of “House of 
Dracula” and displayed it on 
the set for a w'hile. A proud 
moment for me, even if 
nobody understood. 
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“You made that? my brother asked. 

“Yeah!” I replied. 

“And you sent it to him?” 

“Yeah!” 

He walked away, shaking his head. I guess only the right 
people will understand. 

DUANNE WALTON 


These photos were from Svengoolic’s whirlwind tour in my 
neck of the woods. Hawthorne Park and Ultra Foods. At 



Hawthorne Park, 1 
donned ray best 
white jacket for the 
Sven to sign. The 
Hand on the right, 1 
believe belongs to 
the one and only Jim 
Roche. 

Realizing I had not 
had enough of Sven, 
1 raced to Ultra 


Foods to get another 

fix. I was standing in line when I realized that 1 had brought 
nothing for him to sign, so upon inspecting my .surrounds I 
realized.. .is this fate!? A can of com!? (SEE: Page 48!) Yes, 
fate indeed. 

DONNA SWEENEY 


Who can forget the gorgeous Julie Adams? How many times 
when I was a kid, 1 watched Creature Features, especially when 
they played the Creature from the Black Lagoon movies. Julie 
was the true damsel in distress. 1 also enjoyed how Dave 
Fuentes talked about his art teacher, Mr. Ray. Mr. Ray 
influenced David’s life in a positive way and what better way 
to do that is with good ol’ horror movies. When Mr. Ray 
introduced David to John Carpenter’s HALLOWEEN and 
THE THING, the impressionable mind of David was set in 
motion and what better way to do that is with a John Carpenter 
movie. Mr. Ray reminds me of my art teacher. My art teacher 
Mr. Steve impressed us with true paranormal stories and the 
Hobbit. Mr. Steve influenced me more than I want to admit. 
PAUL DALE ROBERTS, HPl Paranormal Investigator 
Elk Grove, CA 
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Dylan James Oruktenis found SCARY #85 at the BOOKS A 
MIIUON store on Clark St. in Chicago. 

Vance Stephenson also found SCARY MONSTERS on the 
Stands but didn't attach the photo but here's what he said: 


Hello, Dennis! 

As this picture (invisible!) was taken and sent with my very 
un-fancy phone, I doubt it's suitable for publication. But it 
was too good to not share it with you. We get about 6 
copies of each issue of your great magazine here at the 
Barnes and Noble in Lafayette, Indiana. I buy one, and 
apparently there are other SCARY fans lurking in the dark 
in our area, as I got my copy a week ago and today these are 
the last 2 left! Best of all, either an employee or devoted 
reader put these 2 issues to the forefront of the display, 
and it wasn't me! Thought you'd egjoy seeing this. 

Keep up the great and scary work! 

VANCE STEPHENSON 

Scary TfianRs to Rytan and BOOKS A mifON and Vance 
and BARNBS AND NOBIB/ Please continue to send your 
SCARY sightings on the stands so we can continue this Scare 


-Feature! 
Thanks! -D.J.D. 


JONATHAN JORDAN Bessemer City, NC 


Dear Dennis, 

Since my beautiful Mother passed away (at age 87). I really 
look forward to your great magazine. GOD BLESS YOU FOR 
KEEPING THE INNER CHILD IN ALL OF US. I’m 53 years 
old. May you be blessed with great health and happiness for 
many years to come. 

JOHN ROBINSON Baltimore, MD 


Hi Dennis! 

I just finished reading issue #85— Great Issue! I look forward 
to issue #86 and another great year of SCARY MONSTERS 
and beyond! 

Thanks! 

DAN BEAUDOIN Waterbury, CT 


Svengoolie from Berwyn! The man who brings Scary 
Monsters by TV every Saturday night on ME-TV. 
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Thanks to Jonathan and all of you who sent in 
your correct answers and comments that are 
scattered throughout the many Scaremail pages 
in the issuel It was a lot of fun and Svei^oolie 
appreciates your comments! Now heres the 

latest SCARY SBCRCT PHOTO??? 

flying right at you! Send 
your answers to: 

Sam Scare do 
Druktenis Publishing 
348 Jocelyn PI. 

Highwood, IL 60040 
or... 

Scaremail@aoI.com 


SEE: Your name in print! 
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CetehrsffhKf fhe Halhween Season 

$VEN600UE-$tyle! 


by Dave Fuentes 



of the most rewarding aspects of stiilking...cr..yo//«H'ing 
m ^national horror host, Svengoolie, each Halloween season is 
that he manages to appear at different attractions each year. 
And if there’s one thing an obsessivc...er...d/evoW fan like 
myself enjoys more than anything else, its diversity! 

Another advantage of Sven-survcillance is that it brings you to places 
you might never have considered visiting otherwise. Such was the 
case concerning the first stop on his whirlwind 2012 fall season of 
appearances; The Vnlo Auto Museum'. This Svengoolic visit not only 
involved his greeting fans but also an opportunity to join him on a 

Haunted Trolley 
Ride. I'm by no 
means a “car 
person,” but was 
definitely geared up 
for this one! 

For those who’ve 
never attended a 
Svengoolie signing, 
the usual time 
allotted is about two 
hours but, in lieu of 
trolley rides 
(which required 
advance tickets), 
would only be one 
at Volo. I’d 
made up my mind 
that out of respect for the other fans I was not going to take up any 
precious line space meeling him for the .50lh time. Aside from that, 
Svengoolic has signed just about everything for me already this side of 
my phone book. The Volo Auto Museum must have had me and other 


die-hard (Sven’s Ghoulies) fans in mind while setting up his signing 
area because, just off to the right of his table, were sets of benches 
ideal for Svengoolie spectating. A.s the line steadily grew, we 
assembled ourselves in our own horror host cheering section. 

I watched numerous fans’ eyes light up (like headlights) after finally 
having a chance to meet their favorite celebrity! Sven supplies his 

own promo cards so 
I was surprised to 
see a woman opting 
to have him sign the 
palm of her hand 
instead. Feeling this 
warranted further 
investigation, I 
approached her to 
gain some insight. 
She said that her 
original objective 
was for Sven to sign 
'c\cv...\xm...chest area 
but the plan wa.s 
thwarted by her 
accidentally 
wearing a turtle 

Stoning a guest's hand led to one funny neck (???). In lieu 
"palm reading.” of not being able to 




KoacM 

achieve her primary goal, this overly enthusiastic fan opted for a “Plan 
B” and asked he sign her hand instead... along with sharing his phone 
number. As she proudly showed me her palm I couldn’t help but 
laugh as it distinctly read, '"Svengoolie.. .588-2300." Chicagoans will 
instantly recognize this as the famous phone number used by a local 
business called Empire Carpets. 

In an effort to appease his long line of fans, Sven’s signing ran about 
30 minutes over, delaying the trolley rides. This provided me an 
opportunity to see some of Volo’s legendary cars including those 
featured in GHOSTBUSTERS. THE BLUES BROTHERS, The 
Dukes of Hazard, THE GREEN HORNET, CHRISTINE, The 
Beverly Hillbillies, and even The Munsters Koach and Dragula! Not 
reserved to just cars, this comic book geek was especially pleased to 
see the actual jet trashed by The Incredible Hulk in the recent summer 
blockbuster, THE AVENGERS! 

After we finally boarded our trolley, Svengoolie was sitting right up 
front next to Liz, the driver/narrator. You can’t say that we weren't 
traveling in style as this trolley was a $270,000 replica of a Victorian 
model! No sooner had we started moving when Liz began .sharing 
some real life Volo ghost stories. Peppered throughout the ride was 
some Sven-added commentary which was often hilarious. The Volo 
Auto Museum is located on an old farm and our trolley stopped at what 
was once its milking shed where we’d be treated to even more 
supernatural tales; courtesy of an apparition looming on the wall 
before us. 

This ride, however, was saving the best for last. Our final stop 
involved us visiting an exclusive show room featuring cars used by 
Tony Curtis, Angelina Jolie, Oprah Winfi-cy. and Princess Diana to 
name but a few. Svengoolie’s camera man, Chris, was also along for 
the ride and used the opportunity to shoot footage for an upcoming 
“Svengoolie on the Road” segment. 

The Volo Auto Museum, located in northern Illinois, boasts the largest 
collection ot famous and celebrity driven vehicles outside of 
Hollywood and is truly a hidden treasure. I .showed up specifically to 
see Svengoolie but left making plans for a return visit just two weeks 
later. 

In last fall’s issue of Scary Monsters Magazine, I’d written a piece 
featuring Halloween zoo attractions along w-ith Svengoolic’s annual 
appearance at Brookfield Zoo’s Creatures oj the Night. Svengoolie 
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Dog is Godiiilla) spelled backwards! 


Sven adds Ws own humorous "Sven-surround” during the 
Haunted Trolley Tour. 

returned again this year and it's always a pleasure seeing my favorite 
host at a place that is very dear to me. The turnout was so intense 
that, to prevent having to cut the line like they did last year, photos 
weren’t allow-cd. That still didn’t prevent Svengoolie from 
accommodating his fans by arranging to have someone photograph 
them in the foreground while he'd make hilarious facial expressions 
behind. 

The next Svenoolic appearance 1 attended 
was for the dogs, ..literally! Since I'm 

currently doggie-challenged. Sven's visit to 
Parker's Pets in Chicago for their annual 
Bark-o-Ween celebration was one I’d always 
skipped! Of course you aren't required to 
bring a dog, but 1 always worried I’d feel left 
out if I didn’t. I even tned a.sking some dog 
owner friends of mine to join me but none 
were available. ..nor stupid enough not to 
figure out that I was blatantly using them for 
their pooch. I should mention that I’m one 
of those rare folks that loves both dogs and 
cats equally. Sure they’re very different pets 
but both olTer their own brand 
unconditional love and, while I grew up with 
dogs. I'm currently the proud owner of a 
tuxedo cat named Felix. 


Jim Roche at "Bark-o’Ween!' 


Parker's Pels 
specializes in organic 
pet food and is clearly 
designed for serious pel 
owners w'ho want 
nothing but the best foi 
their four-legged 
companions and arcn’1 
afraid to pay a little 
extra for it. Even thcii 
treats, designed to look 
like human bakerj 
items, appeared sc 
enticing you almos 
wished you were a do^ 
so you could indulge it 
them. I’d brought m] 
three youngest kids wit! 
me and they still don' 
believe those weren' 
real pastries. 

Unlike m o s 
Svengoolie appearance 
where autographs and 
photos (taken with your 
own camera) are FREE 
of charge. this 

appearance was a fundraiser requiring registration and payment. 
Prices ran from SIO tor an autograph and photo (taken with their 
camera) or $20 if you wanted them to throw 
in a special rubber chicken chew- toy (and 
who wouldn't?). Proceeds went to a Chicago 
based organization called Pit Stop Rescue 
that rescues and finds loving homes for 
abandoned pit bulls. Though this breed has 
been given a terrible reputation via the 
media, the truth, the mean ones aren’t born 
but raised that w'ay with ihe real culprit 
standing on two legs instead of four. 

Though the event garnered a decent turn- 
out, its exclusivity allowed me the advantage 
of having more opportunities to chat with 
Svengoolie and his assistant, Jim Roche. If 
dog is “man's best friend” than surely Jim 
Roche is that of horror hosts! Outside ot 
Tombstone and Kerwyn, Svengoolie has no 
living sidekicks on his show but, in public. 


Svenqoofte 

doppelgan^erl 
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it's an entirely different story! Both Jirn and Sven arc quick wits and 
the banter between them shoots back and forth with as much ease as a 
tennis match seen at Wimbledon. I've learned long ago that I can’t 
keep up, so 1 don’t even try; opting instead to sit back and laugh. 
Humor aside, Jim shares another great quality of Svcngoolie’s...he is 
always kind and gracious and his presence enhances the experience 
overall! 

I decided to use some of the lulls as an opportunity to sec which side 
of the animal fence Svengoolie was sitting on. Is the national horror 
host a dog or a cat person? And the verdict? While Sven would love 
to one day own a dog, he has historically been a BIRD enthusiast! I 
suppose there’s some irony to this as he’s always been associated with 
a bird, albeit the rubber variety! Once the signing was over it was 
time to head outside for one of the events most anticipated moments; 
the dog costume contest! 

Winners were chosen in three categories; Best pet with 
complimenting owner in costume, Cutest dog (I did not envy the 
judges on this one), and Scariest costume! Personally 1 felt there 
should have been a fourth award given to the dog who managed to 
keep their costume on the duration of the event. During my visit 1 was 
informed that cats were also welcome to partake in the contest while 
imagining Felix having a kitty coronary amid a pack of costumed 
dogs. 

Svengoolie stood in the middle of the courtyard while Jim looked 
over the list of entries. This year featured dogs dressed as Elvis, 
Frankenstein, a spider, vampires, and even King Jofliey from the hit 
show Game q/TAronei'...eomplete with his own doggy throne. Later, 
after the dog ripped off his costume and knocked over his custom 
chair, Sven would quip, “I guess he just got throne out!" My favorite 
contestant was dressed as the host himself and came dam close to 
having me dog-nap him! 

After each contestant take their turn on the catwalk. ..er... RUNWAY, 
Svengoolie and Jim retreated back into the store to deliberate. After 
several tense minutes, they returned with their verdicis. Gift baskets 
were given to the three winning canines along with even greater spoil 
10 be handed to the Grand Prize winner. This year’s went to a dog and 
his two owners who dressed as Honey Bob Boo and his family. 1 
wasn’t familiar with the program but was told this TLC reality show is 
sort of like Toddlers in Tiaras crossed with The Beverly Hillhillies. 

After Bark-o-ween had ended, it was time to say ‘'goodbye" to 
Svengoolie and Jim. Actually, it was more like, “see ya later” as I had 
just enough time to get home and wash up before leaving for his next 
appearance that very same day! Little did T know at the time but I’d 
not only be witnessing another Svengoolie appearance but Svengoolie 
history! 

In fact, I can honestly say that I had NO idea what I was in for before 
embarking up to Elgin, Illinois for Nightmare on Chicago Street. I 
knew I was in for something special when 1 was greeted by a team of 

military personnel 
gaining us access to 
the only “Safe 
Zone” left in 
Chicago in lieu of 
its zombie invasion! 
rhis was certainly 
more of an “adult swim” horror event than Bark-o-Ween so I opted to 
leave my younger kids with their Grandma while I brought my teen 
son, Alex, along for this one. 

Upon entering, wc saw the town’s entire business district strewn with 
overturned vehicles, barrels filled with human remains, and debris. I 
was slated to meet some friends deep within at The Ravenheart Coffee 
Shop but that was a lot easier said than done. Just like partaking in a 
real-life horror film, we had to navigate our way througli straggling 
zombies. ZDT (Zombie Defense International) soldiers, activists 
protesting the undead, and a inullilude of monsters courtesy of fan- 
made costumes! 

We somehow managed to reach our destination unscathed and saw 
our friends wailing for us. I made a quick stop inside for refreshments 




Abandoned theater the perfect venue for a Svengoolie 
showing! 



before we set out tc 
find Svengoolie. 

While the alcohol 
flowed freely at this 
event and their 
signature Zombie- 
tinis sure looked 
tasty, I 
instead for some 
plain old coffee in 
lieu of the 
night ahead. 

Nightmare on 
Chicago Street is 
one attraction that is 
not relegated to a 
single building. 

Rather, this zombie- 
paloo/a utilizes an 
entire section of its 
community with 
local businesses all 
in on the act. It was 
definitely 
interesting ordering 

coffee from a -Uncle Dave Want* THIS!!!" 

woman painted in 


honor of the Mexican “Day of the Dead” while having the Amazing 
Spider-Man serve it up for me! While heading out to locate Sven, we 
visited a really interesting shop called SPaCcTaSTe GaLLeRY that 
featured unique and hand-crafled skulls to be auctioned at their 
upcoming SKuLLoWeeN fund rasier. One of these skulls would later 
be signed by Svengoolie himself! 

Wc were also' given tickets to see Dead Dick Hammer perform his 
unique zombie concert at a place called Medusa’s. I would have loved 
to have seen it but there was more pressing business at hand. 

Not far down the road was a boarded up theater with signs featuring 
Svengoolie along with the phrase, “Uncle Sven Wants You!” plastered 
all over. It was my understanding that similar signs hanging at last 
year’s event were all nabbed by cnthu.siastic fans. I must confess that 
this is one crime in which my sympathies lie completely with the 
perpetrators as my eyes glowed green with visions of having one 
signed and framed on my wall. 

Svengoolie was scheduled to appear and greet fans at 9pm but, 
knowing the kind of huge numbers he’d been attracting outside of the 
“Safety Zone,” we felt it best to arrive at least an hour earlier. Waiting 
in line was definitely not an l.ssue here as I love “people-watching” in 


SCARY V/ 
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general and, ai Nightmare on Chicago Street, most folks didn t look 
like people at all! Despite the frigid temps, wc enjoyed sitting back 
and watching a Zombified cast of Gilligan 's Island, The Mighty Thor, 
some Ghostbusters, The Cat in the Hat. and a zombie version of 
Michael Jackson and Lady Gaga. 

My surreal observations ended with the appearance of Jim Roche 
who snagged me from the line and brought me inside the theater about 
30 minutes before Sven was scheduled to greet his fans. This 
undescrv'cd honor took me by surprise and it wasn’t long after that I 
was being offered a soda by a woman I’d seen years before. 

Elizabeth Haney had worked at Berwyn’s one of a kind horror store, 
Horrorbles, back in its beginning years and I remember not only 
seeing her there but also at Chicago’s Flashback Weekend and The 
Vampira Tribute featured at the 2010 Ilorrorhound Weekend in 
Indianapolis. For the past few years, Haney has evolved from an 
unassuming shop girl to a highly respected member of Chicago’s 
horror community. She is also one reason for the town of Elgin fast 
rivaling that of Berwyn as the Midwest horror capital. We’d never 
formally met but Jim took care of that and we became fast friends. 

Before the signing began, Haney (apparently fully aw'are of my goal 
at a Svengoolie signing) provided me with a chair for optimum 
comfort as I sought out notable fans greeting the host. In this 
endeavor, my work was clearly cut out for me as I d NEVER seen 
such a colorful group! I thanked Elizabeth for her amazing hospitality 
and she waved me off saying, “You’re Sven’s number one fan!” 
While nattered by this remark 1 knew that this was far from the case. 

If there was anything my blog, Terror from Beyond the Daves, and my 
Scarv Monsters Magazine Svengoolie stories illustrate more than 
anything it's that I’m one of MANY people who express their fandom 
in their own unique and creative ways. 

This would include the amazing comic book artist, Alex Ross, who 
has featured Svengoolie in mainstream comics, fans like Larry Lang 
who showed up at this event with a poster he’d painstakingly put 
together with Svengoolie inspired images, Brian Bemardoni who 
created a perfect replica ot Svengoolie’s coffin, the multitude of fans 
who dress up as Sven aijd even some w’ho tattoo hi.s image on their 
arms. Clearly, we Svengoolie fans are prolific and, at the end of the 
day, our devotion cannot be accurately measured. 

Svengoolie was introduced by Jim and soon the near frozen fans 
began entering the theater. First up were my abandoned friends who, 
miraculously, were still speaking to me after being left out in the cold! 
We all agreed to meet afterwards at the show’s main stage for 
Svengoolie's big event! In the meantime, 1 stayed inside the warm 
building observing his signing; a dirty job but somebody had to do it. 
The time flew by and it wasn't long before T was back outside in the 
zombie-infested streets. Even though I’d forgotten my map, I had only 
to follow my ears in determining which direction I should go. Echoing 
throughout the town was their featured band, Hairhangers Ball, 
performing 1980s rock hits and it w'asn’i long before I was reunited 
with my friends to the tune of Warrant’s Cherry Pic. 

Once again Nightmare on Chicago Street made waiting for 
Svengoolie dow'nright fiin as we let our Big 80 s hair down, much to 
the horror of my teenage son! There was certainly no need to be sclf- 
conscious as we rocked out alongside SpongeBob Square pants. 
Princess Leia, a man missing his head (one only needs two legs to 
dance), and Captain Jack Morgan shaking his signature barrel of mm'.’ 

I should mention that Captain Jack Sparrow’ was also in attendance, 
though the two pirates never mingled. 

When the show ended, contestants for the 2012 Miss Zombie Pageant 
were called onto the stage, These ghouls had been paraded earlier 
while I’d been occupied at the Sven signing. Svengoolie was 
introduced to the cheering crowd and was about to announce the 
winner before being interrupted by Elgin’s Mayor David Kaptain. In 
fact, this entire Nightmare on Chicago Street finale reminded me of 
Rich Koz’s Son of Svengoolie days when he'd parody local TV 
commercials with their often uttered, “But wait.. .there s morel 
In this ca.se, “more” would be an understatement. The Mayor’s task 
w'as to personally present Svengoolie with a special surprise... 



Elain Mayor David Kaptain announces a surprise for Sven. 



Sven shows his gratitude to ACME'S Clint Borueki. 


Simn a large objeci. covered in a burgundy drape, was pulled oul 
onstage alongside the /ombic contestants. Tltc BIG rnoment had 
finally arrived as the prototype of Svengoolie’s new coffin was about 
U) be revealed to both the host, ami the public, for the very FNfST 
lime! 

The wrap dropped to the ground and Svengoolie was unable to hide 
both his shock and obvious plea.surc at the work the talented Folks at 
ACME had accomplished! Acme is an Elgin-based company headed 


SCARY VJ ! ivmooui KITURNS m 20l3f 126 SCARY MONSTtHS MAGAZINE 4 



SUNDAY OCTOBER 


cmm; 


^ <n.S^^reS^f"“"^^^«90on3D 

“'S'WSfiJiJKlIMS 4;, 


Children's Halloween Portv Adults: $15 
GAMES I ARTS t CRAFTS 1 2PM APM Cnildren: $12.50 


H 0 SEM 0 NT 18 


A new Sven^oolie era is unearthed! 


by Clint Bomcki who employs some incredibly talented artists and 
craftsman who were clearly the right folks for the job! After 34 years 
and two Svengoolics, the old coftin had seen better days and was 
ready to be retired, flats off to Rich Koz, as it’s not many folks who 
outlast their own colTinl While many fan.s resisted the idea of Sven 
upgrading one of his most recognizable features, everyone agreed that 
this one exceeded all expectations. 

It was a proud day in Svengoolie history and one T’m so thankful to 
have witnessed! As a big fan of Rich Koz’s Sven, 1 detinitcly felt like 
I was on top of the world.. .and without having to indulge in any of 
those Zombie-tinis 1 mentioned earlier. 

After this development, announcing the winner of The Miss 
Zombiepageant .seemed rather anti-climactic but, rcgardle.ss. 
Svengoolie gave them one more chance to rally their fans before 
presenting one lucky undcad diva with a crown. 

[.poking as if she djust crawled out of her grave, the winning ghoul 
strutted her stuff (actually it was more of a ‘limp” as she was holding 
one of her amputated limbs) as Svengoolie did one of the things he 
docs best; performed a parody song, The lyrics were wTitten at the 
request of Elizabeth Haney and to the tunc of "Here she is. Miss 
America.” 


adventure! The final stop on the 2012 Svengoolie Hallow'ccn tour of 
appearances look place up in Rosemont. Illinois at the Muvico 
Theater. Tt w’as here that Sven would not only greet fans but introduce 
a big screen. 3D showing of THE CREATl RE FROM THE 
BLACK LAGOOM 

Muvico is a rather exclusive chain of theaters with only 9 locations in 
[he U.S. (mostly in Florida). Though Ro.scmonl, Illinois is its only 
Midwest venue, it has the distinction of begin the first ALL digital, 
high 4K definition projector theater in The United States. Though the 
ticket price is higher than average. Muvico spare.s no expense in 
pampering their guests with plush seats and fancy decor. 

I brought my mom and three youngest kids along tor this one. which 
worked out great since my mother had never met Svengoolie before 
and my eldest daughter, Lcia. is a htige fan of THE CREATURE 
F ROM THE BLACK I..AGOON. I remember chasing her around the 
house when she was six years old. while preteniling to be the Creature, 
only to have her stop me and say, "Urn, Daddy.. .the Creature isn’t 
mean to girls.” 


The festivities w-ere officially over when the Zombie pageant emcee 
popped off some confetti and the satisfied onlookers began clearing 
the streets. We made our way back to our cards and passed some 
zombies gyrating to Michael Jackson’s “Thriller” on top of a multi car 
pile-up. It was a long day and a late night but I was smiling from ear to 
car. For a horror fan, it doesn’t gel any better than thi.s! 

.After getting only a few hours of sleep and slill glowing from 
Nightmare on Chicago Street. I embarked on yet another Sven- 

sagr 87.T wemoQUE mum m lom 


This event was organized by the folks at Flashback Weekend know 
for their Chicago based horror convention and special horror events at 
The Midway Drive-in. 

After wc parked and purchased our tickets, we entered the theater and 
1 began wondering if w’c were a bit under-dressed as I stepped onto 
Muvico’s marbled floors while gazing up at glass chandeliers. It 
wasn’t long before T realized that I was in EXACTLY the right spot as 
I noticed a line-up of Universal Monsters! 

We were the first to arrive but w-ere soon follow'cd by a living version 
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of Frankenstein and his Bride. As they lumbered closer, I recognized 
that it was none other than Bill and Joan Yingst who had assisted us in 
covering other Svengoolic appearances when we’re unable to. 

It wasn't long before Svengoolie arrived and, thank God, since it d 
been hours since I’d last seen him. One glaring change since then was 
the absence of Jim Roche w'ho’d taken a much needed day off. 

After settling in, Svengoolic greeted my mother who made a point of 
telling him how my father was watching his predecessor, Jerry G. 
Bishop’s Svengoolie, on TV in the hospital when she was in labor 
with me. She firmly believes this was somehow responsible for my 
Sven-chasing future. Svengoolie laughed while, no doubt, being 
reminded of one of his own TV sound effects, “I don ’t know what all 
that means, do you?" 

While grandma took the kids to a special activity area where they 
could decorate pumpkins and have treats, I remained by Svengoolie 
throughout the signing. 

There seemed to be two main waves of fans; those that arrived when 
the signing began and those that timed their arrival closer to the start 
of the movie. This gave me a brief window for getting some shots 
with Sven and the Universal monsters. 

Shortly after, we headed into the theater and took our seats (which 
felt SO good after standing for two hours). Before Sven’s arrival, a 
Universal historian gave the audience some background on IHL 
CREATURE FROM THE BLACK LAGOON along w ith some fun 
facts. After getting a short break from his signing, it was now Sven's 
turn to address the audience. 

Sven spoke of the last time he hosted a 3D Creature film; way back in 
his Son of Svengoolie days. This, of course, would be his infamous 
airing of REVENGE OF THE CREATURE on UIIF station WFLD. 

The show carries a bit of controversy as it angered some viewers who 
were unsatisfied with the 3D results. 1 must admit, I was surprised 
that he chose to talk about that situation and not his just meeting the 
star of today’s feature, Ms. Julie Adams, just two weeks before! 

Aside from that, I bristle every time I hear of people complaining 
about that show-. The movie aired when I was ten years old in July of 
1982. This was six months after my parents split up and a time w'hen 
ftin family outings were a luxury wc could scarcely afford. The news 
of Son of Svengoolie’s 3D venture spread all over Chicagoland and 
I’ll never forget my mom w'alking into the house and pulling out the 
special 3D glasses she'd picked up for us. That night w'C got blankets 
and camped out in from of the TV' as she popped popcorn and made 
root beer tloals, It was a highly entertaining family night Td never 
forget and I was happy she was here for this one. Despite my father s 
pre-Dave viewing, it was actually her that helped cultivate my 
devotion to Svengoolie. 

As the movie was about to begin, Sven took his seat and posed for a 
picture wearing his 3D glasses.. .much more modem than the ones wc 
used back in 1982. 

I shook his hand before getting to my own seat where my family 
awaited. “Great job on another successful Halloween tour!” I said. 

He thanked me, said he’d talk to me soon, and T headed to the back of 
the theater (my favorite spot because I can indulge in that 
aforementioned people watching). Prior to the movie he said he 
planned on staying only 10 minutes but he must have been impressed 
with the 3D because he ended up staying through more than half of the 
film. It was then I saw him tap his assistant’s shoulder before exiting 
the theater quietly... 

Less than a w-eek later, Chicagoans were stunned by the news that 
Svengoolie had suffered a heart attack. T remember staring at the 
computer screen at work in utter shock. What does one say when their 
childhtK)d idol and dear friend has fallen? 

It’s hard to describe to layman why horror hosts mean so much to us 
monster kids who had the privilege of growing up with one. These 
were the men and women who brought us the movies wc loved, made 
us laugh, and saw us through the best and worst times. The Son of 
Svengoolie was there to brighten my childhood and still there, in my 
adulthood, to see me through recent struggles. 

1 worried I’d never see him as Svengoolie again but, even more of 
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concern, I feared living in a world that Rich Koz was no longer in. 
Now 1 know the man behind the make-up and can tell you with the 
utmost sincerity that he is one of the kindest, most humble, and 
talented human beings I've ever known. 

Such anxieties, however, were totally unnecessary. This event was a 
chapter in his life and NOT the end of it. If s simply the part of the 
book that happens right before the hero comes back; stronger than 
ever. I sincerely believe that 2013 will mark the BEST year in 
Svengoolie history to date. Tliis Special Scary issue you’re holding is 
living proof. 

Svengoolie will indeed return. ..and I will be there to cheer him on. 
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by Michael Monahan 

n those distant days before cable, satellites and the Internet, local 
programming wa,s community treasure, something to be 
cherished and shared between friends and neighbors. The rare 
and colorful gems sparkling on your television screen were held 
strictly within the vaulted boundaries of a station’s broadcast range. 

The idea of a nationally reeogniaed TV horror movie host was a rare 
thing. There were a few, but their notoriety usually sprang from 
secondary avenues, such as Zacherley’s hit records (DINNER WITH 
DRAC. .MONSTER MASH, etc.) or Vampira’s appearance in Ed 
Wood's notorious PLAN NINE FROM OUTER SPACE. 

But as UHF channels began to populate the airwaves in the 1960s 
and 70s. a number of independents like Kaiser Broadcasting. Field 
Communications and the Overmeyer Network extended their 
broadcast reach through an interconnected group of affiliated stations. 
With outlets sprinkled across the continental United States, they 
eventually began to experiment with sharing popular local 
programming to other areas of the country. 

Through this system of limited syndication, a few local horror ho.sts 
found tame — generally lleeting — in outside markets. Monster movie 
fans in Northern California have a lol to thank these broadcasts for. 
Weshouldbe baking them a cake at this very mornenl. If not for their 
efforts, we in the Golden Gate region wouldn’t be celebrating over 30 
years of Svengoolie today. 

San Francisco’s major UHF station, KBHK-TV 44, signed on the air 
January 2, 1968 as part of the Kaiser network. From its first week of 
broadcasting, 44 established itself as the Bay Area’s home for 
American International Pictirres, beginning a weekly tradition of cheap 
50’s monster movies that would span decades. 

KBHK had flirted with horror hosts over the years, first with an in- 
house spoken-thing “Tlic Glob (a “breathing” rubber mask on a plate), 
followed by Cleveland import. The Ghoul. But for the most pan the 
endlessly recycled horror/sci-fi film library w'as simply re-branded 
under a variety of exotic sounding umbrellas, like THE M'ORLD 
BEYOND, MONSTER MOVIE MASH, THE GHOULIE MOVIE 
and THE MONSTROUS MOVIE. 

The station voice-over amiouncer, Darwin Gillette, provided a sense 
of C07y familiarity, inviting viewers lo thrill to the 437th broadcast of 
IT CONQUERED THE WORLD or I’HE AMAZING 
COLOSS.AL MAN. But once the movie was rolling, you were on 
your ow'n. 

Thai all changed on October 9, 1982. 

In 1977, ownership of KBHK had passed from Kaiser Broadcasting 
lo Field Communications. Like Kaiser before them. Field brought in a 
foreign horror host to set up shop on the local airwaves. This lime, the 
point of origin was Chicago and the host was a funny little fellow 
called SON OF SVENGOOLIE, a product of the insanely creative 
Rich Koz. (Insert the sound of a needle scratching across the surface 
of a vinyl record here. Though Son of Svengoolie began his regular 
run on Bay Area TV in 1982, he first appeared hosting a one-off 
Halloween night special on KBHK in 1979.) 

Chicago fans were well-versed in the history of the Svengoolies, a 
multi-gencrational legacy spawned by the legendary Jerry G. Bishop. 
But San Francisco viewers were clueless. “Son of’ clearly indicated a 
parcnlal predecessor, but to the virgin cycball.s in lire Bay Area this 
baby appeared to be fully grown and mysteriously orphaned. 

Jerry G. Bishop created Svengoolie in 1970 and hosted 
SCREAMING VELLOM’ THEATER on Chicago’s WFLD-TV 32. 
Stirring together an unlikely blend of vaudeville, political and drag 
humor, rock and roll and rubber chickens, Svengoolie was a huge, hip, 
rating-busting success. The show became a popular drop-in spot for 



Svengoolie hosts , 
two Ion Choney thrillers 


FRANKB\I5TEIN 
MEETS THE VWOLFMAN 

and 

THE MUMMYS TOMB 

Tonight’s Halloween Double Feature 
Starting qt 8 

E2 

KBHK 


The first Svengoolie (Son of) appearance in 1979 on KBHK. 

star performers when they came to town and public appcarance.s drew 
unheard of crowds. 

At the height of Sven-mania, Bishop began receiving letters from a 
Northwestern University broadcasting major named Rich Koz, who 
stuffed his coiTespondence w'itli jokes, gags and sundry' suggestions for 
Svengoolie skits. Bishop began using the unsolicited material on his 
show, and after a few weeks, invited Koz down to the studio. 

A talented mimic, with an impressive gallery of comic voices. Rich 
Koz was rapidly integrated into the crew, providing off-camera quips 
and developing new characters for the show'. From the beginning, 
Jerry G. Bishop had .scripted the program on his own. But 
increasingly, Koz became an invaluable writing partner. Besides, the 
kid' could throw a mean rubber chicken. 

Jerry G’s Svengoolie remained a phenomenally popular on-air 
personality until 1973, when management prematurely pulled the plug 
on his show. 

It took over five years for the station lo admit their mistake in 
canceling Svengoolie, by which lime Jerry G. was soaking up the San 
Diego sunshine. Still, management remained keen on resurrecting a 
newly minted edition of their signature horror host. Rich Koz w'as a 
natural choice. 

He got the part, adding the ‘‘Son of' to separate himself from his 
famous predeccs.sor. Additionally, the station felt the original Sven's 
hippy look was dated and asked Koz to come up with another concept. 
The intense artistic effort that went into conceptual rc-imaging was 
summed up by Koz in a few words: “1 had some stuff at home.” This 
“stuff" included a K-Mari wig, cut in the then-trendy style of 
Jacqueline Smith. He wears the very same wig today. Have you tried 
to find a Jacqueline Smith wig lately? 

As a w'riter and influential creative force behind SCREAMI.NC 
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YELLOW THEATER, il’s not surprising tliat Koz’s incarnations 
would retain many elements familiar to fans of his famous TV Papa. 
"They kepi ihe same set,” recalled Jerry G. Bishop. "It was like a 
grotto, with a dungeon-looking thing. 1 !e had a big picture of me, and 
it said ‘Dad.'” 

The rubber chickens stayed, as did the pun-laden movie introductions 
and the various used car, credit card and carpet commercial parodies. 
Koz updated a Svengoolic sidekick, the spectral talking skull named 
Zelda, with Zallman T. Tombstone, a floating head bone who 
somehow managed to cultivate a ridiculously oversized moustache. 
The voice, supplied by Koz. was ba.sed on comic Bill Saluga's Ray Jay 
character, made famous in the late 70s by a fast patter routine kicked 
off with "Now, you can call me Ray, or you can call me Jay....” 

Koz also brought in his high school chum, Doug Scharf, as musical 
director. Scraf composed the show's theme music. And under the 
moniker Doug Graves, wrote and performed weekly song parodies 
with Koz based on the week’s movie. Other numbers bent classic rock 
and roll to horror themes, such as “Trick or Treat Blues,” a send-up of 
Halloween calamities set to the tune of Eddie Cochran’s classic 
“Summertime Blues.” 

This craziness was all ancient history for Chicagoans by the time 
Sven set down on the west coast in 1982, but it was all new craziness 
to Northern C’alifornia. 

Like any courteous out-of-town guest. Son of Svengoolie brought a 
gift, the Universal horror film library, and Son of Svengoolie 
premiered on a high note with the 50s Big Bug classic THEM! 
(1954). Of course the series would hit the inevitable peaks and valleys 
over the course of its mn, with prestige titles like SON OF 
FRANKENSTEIN (1939) and CRE.ATDRE FROM THE BLACK 
LAGOON (1954) pressed chcck-to-jowl with their seedy cousins, 
BILLY THE KID VS. DRACLLA (1966) and THE CRAWLING 
HAND (1963). But il’s the thought that counts. 

You’ve heard it from your parents: Nothing good lasts forever, in 
fact, sometimes it lasts just about a year. In 1983, Field 
Commuriications sold KBHK to United Television. With a final airing 
of THE MOLE PEOPLE (1956) on September 10th of (hat year, the 
SON OF SVENGOOLIE was pushed off his San Francisco perch by 
THE BOWERY BOYS -no doubt utilizing “Routine Six.” 

According to Rich Koz, San Francisco was the last market outside of 
Chicago to carry the show and his memories of The City are fond. "T 
remember being in San Francisco on a vacation trip right around the 
time it would have aired. I found the TV 44 building, and tlicre was a 
security guard sweeping the sidewalk in front of it. I introduced 
myself, said I was from the Chicago station, and asked about getting a 
look at the station, ‘Ain't nothing' to see here.’ he said and kept 
sweeping. Yes, a hero's reception. . .” 

SON OF SVENGOOLIE remained popular in Chicago, where Koz 
continued to push his talents— and the station’s technology to it’s 
limits. His creativity reached something of a pinnacle when he intercut 
footage from THE GHOST OF DRAGSTRIP HOLLOW and THE 
GIANT GILA MONSTER (both 1959), to create a jalopy and 
monster mash-up he called HOT RODS ‘I O GILA. The special event 
only aired once, as the movies were scheduled for circulation for 
another station, and had to be re-edited into their original fonn. 

The show ran in Chicago until 1986. After nearly a decade in 
hibernation (outside of public appearances and radio guest spots), Son 
of Svengoolie was invited to join Chicago's oldest UHF station, 
WCIU-TV 26 ("The U"). At that point, Jerry G. Bishop declared his 
progeny "all grown up” and gave Rich Koz pemiis.sion to drop the 
cumbersome “Son of’ appellation. In April of 201 1. under the aegis 
of the MeTV netw'ork. Svengoolie regained and expanded his national 
reach. 

And this is where Northern California comes back into the story. 
McTV was picked up by KFTY-TV 50, an independent station in 
Santa Rosa, located north of San Francisco, Svengoolie triumphantly 
returned to the Bay Area for the first time in over twenty-five years. 
When KFTY-TV 50 was purchased by Aztcca America in the fall of 
2011, the MeTV feed was picked up by San Francisco's KOFY-TV 
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Back in 2006, MeTV had acquired 
the Universal SHOCK! package. 
This was the classic film library, 
first released to television in 1957, 
which gave birth to the whole local 
TV horror host phenomenon and 
introduced the Baby Boom 
generation to the timeless monsters 
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of a bygone era. 

As of 2013, Svengoolic is still introducing Frankenstein, Dracula, 
The Wolf Man, The Mummy, along with all of their various Sons, 
Daughters, Houses and Curses to an audience with their own sons and 
daughters (and no doubt a few houses and curses as well). Just as the 
SHOCK! movies gave children of the 50s and 60s a taste of their 
parent’s theatrical experience, Svengoolie is now giving this 
generation a sense of what television used to be. 

As one of the few surviving horror hosts on television. Svengoolie 
has found himself in a unique and historic position. Rich Koz is very 
likely the last person, who will ever present these films just as they had 
been back in that golden year of ‘57. His tong and winding road (with 
a couple of turn offs, traffic jams and pot hole repair) has taken him 
back to the very beginnings of a noble television tradition. He has 
grown from a loctil legacy to national personality to living history. 

What more can a humble horror host possible ask? 


Michael Monahan is the author of the Rondo-nominated AMERICAN 
SCARY: CONVERSATIONS WITH THE KINGS, QUEENS AND JESTERS 
OF LATE-NIGHT HORROR TV (Midnight Marquee, 2011) and SHOCK IT 
TO MB GOLDEN GHOULS OF THE GOLDEN GATE (UHF Nocturne 
Press, 2011). He was also Associate Producer and Research Lead on the 
2009 Rondo Award-winning AMERICAN SCARY documentary. He can 
also be seen as a commentator on Twilight Times 2013 Btu-ray releases 
of OUR MAN FLINT and IN LIKE FLINT. 
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SCARy DVD HEADLINE GRUES 

The latest DVD & Bfu-Ray releases from major studios and smaller independent studios 


by Ron Adams 

J^e-surfacing titles seems to be the big news here! Two very 
popular, yet hard to find (especially in recent years) DVDs are 
back. 

^ LUGOSI-HOLLYWOOD’S DRACULA is a must-have 
documentary on the life and times of Bela Lugosi, ll was produced by 
Lugosi historian, biographer Gary- Don Rhixies. Gary was able lo 
secure interviews from many first hand Lugosi contemporaries, many 
who are now gone themselves. The project was originally self- 
produced and lasted a few short years. Now Alpha DVD has acquired 
it and issued it with its beautiful original cover art and it include.s a 


second disc that is a CD. The audio CD sports rare appearances by 
Lugosi. 

The other welcome returning project is the wonderful MONSTER 
KID HOME MOVIES, a brainchild of Monster Kid extraordinaire, 
Joe Bu.sain. This exciting treat is a disc loaded with 8 mm home made 
monster movies by kids back in the 1950s-1980s. What kids? People 
like Bob Bums, Tom Weaver, Kerry Gammill, Robert Tinncll, Frank 


Dietz and others that have made their own names in the monster movie 
world! It’s a true fan-based love of the movies. If you missed it before, 
now is the time to add this to your collection. 

We’re personally very happy to have two different approaches of 
telling the story of our MONSTER BASH conference from 2012. 
One simply called MONSTER BASH 2012 (EEGAD!) from 
Clcvcburg Productions which is a comedic, fun-filled romp through 
the convention with a side story that is pretty nutty, a parody of 
EEGAH! The other disc is more of a timeline and more serious (but 
still fun) w'alk through the show, event by event chronologically. Both 
DVDs include star interv'icws and spotlights on the ins<me 
MONSTER BASH fan events. 


Also, the Warner Archive people keep turning over rocks and finding 
very interesting titles that have been locked in the vaults. Read on to 
explore the latest DVD and BIu-Ray releases that most classic horror, 
mystery and sci-fi fans will find of interest. 


Well, let’s get at it-here are the latest DVD releases to look 
for at your local retail stores, mail order outfits and online 
locations: 

BEA,S1 OF BORNEO, THE (1934) It's a cheap exploitation of 
jungle movies mixed with mad science. Really crazy stuff about 
proving evolution through blood from apes. ..or, something like that. 
Cool gorilla suit, mixed with live action. A film oddity of the early 
I930’s. Probably trying to ride the coat lail.s of KING 
KONG. ...disastrously. And, I throw in FRANKENSTEIN too as the 
name of the sciemi.st is... Boris BorodofU Wait till you hear the sound 
effects of the “gorilla’s” voice. (Alpha DVD) 

BORIS KARLOFF TRIPLE FEATLRE (1937-1940) Three real 
good Karloff vehicles from Warner Brothers. Not "horror” movies, 
but just solid “B’ films; WEST OF SHANGHAI ( 1937) Starring Boris 
Karloff as Fang! An amazing and little talked about pertbrmance by 
Karloff. He pulls off a bad guy tiiat’s good, all while doing an eastern 
accent with subtlety. A really great little film with wonderfiil acting 
and an intense finale! You'll never forget Boris saying “No worry....! 
am Fang!" THE INVISIBLE MENACE (1938) Stars Boris Karloff, 
Mario Wilson and Eddie Craven. A private in the military sneaks his 
new wife onto base. They stumble onto murder. Karloff is sinister in 
this taught who-done-it. A lot of great photography making us of 
shadows and light. DEVIL’S ISLAND (1940) Stars Boris Karloff. 
Karloff is a surgeon who treats a wounded revolutionary. Because he 
did, they throw him in a harsh French prison. Karloff was tom 
between the law and his oath as a doctor. The tragedy is heightened as 
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Karloff is a surgeon who 
I can save the life of the 
prison commander’s 
daughter. (Warner 
Archives DVD) 

PHILO VANCE 
MURDER CASE 
I COLLECTION (1930s) A 
[ three disc, six movie 
I collection of classic murder 
! and mysteries featuring 
sleuth Phil Vance. The 
film scries featured actors 
Ba.sil Rathbone. William 
Powell and Warren 
William. THF. BISHOP 
MURDER CASE with 
Rathbone, in particular, is a 
chilling one. Also, 
DRAGON MURDER 
CASE, CASINO 
MUR DER CASE, 
GARDEN MURDER 
CASE, CALLING PHIL 
VANCE and KENNI-L 
I MURDER CASE. Note: 
ItIIE BISHOP MURDER 
CASE (1930) features 
Rathbone who had been 
observed by folks at Fox 
who would use him a few 
years later as Sherlock 
Holmes. Amazingly, in 
THIS movie, a character 
refens to Rathbone as acting 
like “Sherlock Holmes!” A 
Fox executive must have 
caught that and thought.... 
■‘yeah, we need to get him 
for a Holmes 
movie!” (Warner Archives 
DVD set) 

DARK STAR (1974)— 
BIu-Ray Cult Classic. Tlic 
early days of director John 
Carpenter. An astronaut on board a ship that seeks out un.siable 
planets. They blow' them to bits w'hen they find them. Along the way 
a blob-likc beaeh ball terrorizes the crew. Wild, wacky and cool. Dan 
Griffith documentary' and loads more extras. (VCT DVD) 

GREAT GILDERSLEEVE MOVIE COLLECTION {1940s) Five 
films starring the comedian Harold Peary as “Great Gildersleeve.” Fun 
1940s films include: GILDERSLEEVE’S GHOST (with ape too!), 
GILDERSLEEVE ON BROADWAY, GILDERSLEEVE’S BAD 
DAY. SEVEN DAY’S LEAVE and THE GREAT GILDERSLEEVE. 


(Warner Archives DVD Set) 

HE WHO GETS SLAPPED (1924) Stars Lon Chaney. Norma 
Shearer and John Gilbert. An inventor w'hose idea and wife is stolen 
by deceit, the man hides from (he w'orld as a circus clown. W'ilhoul 
warning, those who wronged him, re-enter his life. Tragedy and 
revenge turn up the heat in this Chaney vehicle as it races 100 mph 
into a wall ofirony. (Warner Archives DVD) 
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ILLUSTRATED MAN, THE (1966) Stars Rod Steiger, Clare 
Bloom and Robert Drivas. An creative anthology of weird fantasy 
stories by Ray Bradbuiy'. It's all tied together with an odd Illustrated 
Man... (Warner Archives DVD) 

IN SEARCH OF DRACULA (1975) A full-length documentary that 
examines the history and historic background of the Dracula legend 
through writings and film. Christopher Lee narrates. A highlight 
features Lee in make-up as Vlad The Impaler and as Count Dracula. 
Also, a lot of very interesting footage from the actual Carpathian 
Mountains and the still intact old world and its legends. (Alpha DVD) 
LUGOSI— HOLLYWOOD’S DRACULA (Documentary)- DVD 
& Bonus CD This one was out, independently produced and slipped 
out of print a few' years ago. It is. hands dow'n, the best documentary 
on Bela Lugosi ever produced. Not to be missed by Bela buffs. 

From manufacturer’s Press Release: 

“Brilliantly dramatic documentary.. .a wealth of rare footage.. .will 
make you feel as if you lived with Lugosi through his triumphs and 
tragedies.” — Greg Mank, author of It’s Alive and Karloff and Lugosi. 
Lugosi and Dracula are inseparable images from the heyday of 

Hollywood. More than any 
other actor in film history. 
Lugosi is the master of the 
macabre, the king of the 
vampires, and the cult hero 
of horror movies. And yet 
he was also a man who 
fought in wars and 
revolutions, who married 
five times, and who 
mastered stagecraft and 
film arts in I lungary, 
Germany, and the United 
Stales. He remained an 
enigma in Hollywood even 
as his career dwindled into 
the weird worlds of drug 
abuse and filmmaker Hd 
Wood. And Lugosi’s 
ftision with the famed 
vampire became more 
pemianent than ever when 
he was buried in his 

Dracula cape in 1956. 

Lugosi: Hollywood’s Dracula unravels the truth behind the legendary 
star by interw'eaving rare film footage from 1918-1956, home movies, 
and previously-unseen photographs with narration by Lugosi costar 
Robert Clarke and Lugosi fan Rue McClanahan. Numerous on camera 
interviews span family members, Academy-Award winning director 
Robert Wise, legendaiy' producer Howard W. Koch, and a host of 
Lugosi’s film costars and personal friends. 

The film has won awards and accolades at film festivals and theatrical 
screenings across the globe. Film historian Michael H. Price, author 
of Forgotten Horrors, has proclaimed That "Gary D. Rhodes Lugosi: 
Hollywood’s Dracula is the first real-life story to give Lugosi his 
generous due. to treat Lugosi as something greater than a martyr, and 
to mingle an academic thoroughness with an unabashed enthusiasm 
toward its troubled and majestic subject.” 

FEATURES: 30 minutes of deleted footage. Filmed interview with 
Hope Lugosi. Richard Sheffield filmed inter\'iew. 1932 Lugosi 
inteiA'iew'. 1949 Lugosi TV show excerpt. 1918 Lugosi film fragment. 
SPECIAL BONUS: 75 minute audio disc featuring rare Lugosi radio 
performances from the 1940s that have never before been released to 
compact disc. Costars include the likes ot Bob Hope and Paulette 
Goddard and all audio has been digitally re-mastcred. (Alpha DVD) 
MONSTER BASH 2012 (Clcvcburg Productions 2013) See the ftm 
and excitement of MONSTER BASH 2012! It's the premiere classic 
monster conference in the United States every year. Interviews with 
Arch Hall Jr.. Richard Kiel, Bert 1. Gordon. Mailinc Bcsw’ick, Julie 
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Adams, Ricou Browning and more. Cleveburg presents the BASH 
with a nutty wTap-around story involving “Eegad” the lost caveman in 
search of a mate. Loads of ftm from Cleveburg with Perry Edelbergs 
and Tom Britlon (playing multiple roles). Featuring Marty Britton and 
introducing Amanda Perkins. Cavemen, dinosaurs and movie stars! 
MOD DVD Media. (Creepy Classics DVD) 

MONSTER KID HOME MOVIES (1950s-70s) Another great DVD 
is resurfacing! Like LUGOSI-HOLLYWOOD’S DRACULA, here s 
an independently produced, heartfelt raonsterpiece that is back.,. 30, 
count ‘em 30 home made monster movies by people just like you and 
me. when we were kids. Those endearing efforts that will lake you 
right back to w-hen the really important things in life were taking 
place: learning to ride a bike, collecting comic books and loving 
monster movies! This is a first class, professional DVD that features 
down-in-the-dirt movie making from young filmmakers of the 
past. ...some you may recognize like: Bob Burns (1950s special 
effects). Frank Dietz (Disney artist), Kerry Gammill (Superman comic 
artist and Monster Bash Magazine cover artist), Tom Weaver (Author 
of many classic horror movie books), Bruce Tinkel (popular Monster 
Bash Conference vendor) and Robert Tinncll (director of 
FRANKENSTEIN AND ME). Plus, all the kids that were stars at the 
time of these movies! Loads of extras. If you grew' up loving monster 
movies- -this will take you back to that special time. Titles include: 
THE LANDING, SCREAM OF THE VAMPIRE, FRANKENSTEIN 
MEETS THE WOLFMAN (not the 1943 film!) and 27 more! A must 
for all — the highest recommendations. 

A varied and talented group of Monster Kids have contributed their 
precious films to this amazing collection. (PPS DVD) 

PREHISTORIC MONSTER BASH (2012) A documentary of the 
MONSTER BASH CONFERENCE 2012, themed around classic 
prehistoric monster movies as well a.s classic horror and sci-fi movies 

in general. Movie star 
inlervicw.s, see fans 
celebrate.. .it’s just like 
being there. Directed by 
Charles Henson. Full 
feature length. This 
documentary is different 
than the MONSTER 
BASH 2012 DVD, 
featuring different views, 
different takes of 
interviews and mns as a 
timeline through the show' 
to really make it feel like 
you arc 

there. ..experiencing all 
three days of this classic 
monster fest. Interview's 
with Arch Hall, Marline 
Beswick, Richard Kiel, 
Bert I. Gordon, Ricou 
Browning, Julie Adams 

and more. (Creepy Classics DVD) 

sc REAM THEATER ( 1 2 MOVIES SET) I'our DVDs with 1 2 from 
the 197t)s: ALICE SWEET ALICE, BEAST OF THE YELLOW 
NIGHT, BEYOND ATLANTIS, DEATH GAME, DON’T OPEN 
THE DOOR, HOUSE OF THE LIVING DEAD, NIGHT 
CREATURE, SCREAM BLOODY MURDER, SISTERS OF 
DEATH, TWILIGHT PEOPLE, VAMPIRE HAPPENING and 
YOUNG HANNA (QUEEN OF THE VAMPIRES), (VCI DVD) 
UNTAMED W'OMEN/CUBAN REBEL GIRLS— Double Feature 
UNTAMED WOMEN (1952) Stars Mikel Conrad, a bunch of 
caveman, dinosaurs and.. .untamed women. An Air Force pilot is shot 
down over uncharted waters during World War II. He end.s up on a 
prehistoric island. Truly bad, low budget film with the age-old ONE 
MILLION YEARS B.C. giant lizards frolicking on the silver screen. 
CUBAN REBEX GIRLS (1959) A bizarre film made by Errol Flynn 
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(his last movie). Ho stars and wrote this film on the revolution in 
Cuba. It co-stars Flynn’s seventeen year old girlfriend. Unbelievably 
bad. Topping Hd Wood with leaps and bounds in the dialogue 
depailmcni. Whew...it’s a bad movie night highlight! (VCI DVD) 


Seek these latest releases out at your Tavorite store or, online at 
vvww.crecpyclassics.com. Or. look for the CREEPY CLASSICS ad 
in this issue of SCARY MONSTERS for mail ordering! If you have 
questions, feel fi-ce to call me, (724) aSS-dsT? or email 
creepyclassicslgcrccpyclassics.com. 

Iletter get ready for this summer's MONSTER BASH .MOVIE 
CONFERENCE brought to you by CREEPY CLASSICS and 
SCARY .MONSTERS. This July the MONSTER BASH is moving 
to Mars, PA! Yes, MONSTER BASH GOES TO .MARS for 2013! 
It’s going to be a "greatest hits" of the past 17 years of MONSTER 
BASH shows with some of our favorite guests.. .a Universal Players 
Reunion, Space Age Guests, An Abbott & Costello Tribute and much, 
much more. More hotel rooms, even BIGGER conference space and 
many, many more back-up hotels within a half a mile. It’s because the 
new hotel will be at the intersection of two major Interstate highways. 
1-76 (the Pennsylvania Turnpike and 1-79). 

SpeuAL ftpom fptm me 


MONSTER BASH CONFERENCE HQ; 

t^^hcrc will be a SPECIAL WORLD PREMLERE (6U Years After 

m the Fact): THE RETURN OF THE CREATLRE (1954) will 
m .screen to the general public for the first time. Introduced with 
W background by Tom Weaver. What? What...w'hat is this??? It 
is a spoof film (lasts about 20 minutes) made for the wrap party at 
Marineland in Florida after the filming of REVENGE OF THE 
CREATURE. Here's words from the man who rescued this creature 
feature from oblivion, Tom Weaver: 


“.About 15 years ago, while doing CREATURE research out in 
California, I came across a REVENGE OF THE CREATURE 
publicity item (probably never published anywhere) lo the effect that, 
while Jack Arnold and Co. were making REVENGE at Florida’s 



(Above and below) Don't miss the SPBCIAl WOP10 PREMfBRB 
of the almost lost RETURN OF THE CREATURE (1954) at 
MONSTER BASH 2013./ 


During its 2 1 -minute running lime. I laughed out loud several times. 
Most Holly^\'ood comedies don’t make me laugh, but this nuttv thing 
did.” 

RETURN OF THE CREATURE will screen at MONSTER 
BASH in 201.1 e.xciting SCARE-NEWS for SCARY MONSTERS 
readers! 



Marine Studios, several Marine Studios employees thought it would be 
fijii to make their owm monster movie, a spoof of REVENGE, and 
show it at the REVTNGE wrap party. It sounded pretty far-out and I 
had a feeling it was just made-up crap, so I ju.st made a small note of 
its existence (the publicity item's existence) and kinda forgot about it. 
Then, a couple years ago. we all found out that there 
WAS such a production: The.brother of its star Patri( 

Powers (died 1997) created a website and mentioned it. 

Once I read that, 1 became determined to find out if 
still existed but didn’t know how lo go about it. One oth 
tidbit I discovered in niy travels: Marine Studios found 
Cornelius Vanderbilt saw it and loved it and asked that 
duplicate prim be made. An as.sociate of Vanderbilit’s, 
guy who traveled with the Vanderbilts, told me that 
different parts of the world, the urge to sec it again wou 
hit Vanderbilt and he’d ask this assistant to dig out tl 
print and a projector and run it for Vanderbilt and all h 
Vanderbilt-level friends. The assistant told me ih 
glitterati around the world were treated to RETURN U 
THE CREATURE. 

The assistant also told me the name of the guy wl 
dreamed up the movie and had the original print — b 
didn’t know if he w'as still alive. 

He’s alive. 1 found him. I now hold in my hands a DV 
copy of THE RETURN OF THE CREATURE. 

It was made in a few days by guys who never made 
movie before or after — but everyone w'ho's seen i 
including Ricou Browning (underw-ater actor who playe 
the Creature in all three Universal movies), have told ir 
that it's quite funny. 


Dennis and I will be there, we hope you will be loo! 

Also, The Three Stooges' Shemp Howard family will be there loo. 
Yes, a Shemp Howard tribute is in the works! For details go to 
wwvv.monsterbashncws.com. Or. call (724) 238-4.1 1 7. 

Keep updated on ihe BASH at www.monsterbash.us. Or, on 
Facebook at ’’Monster Bash Conference.” 
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www.creepyclassics.coin 





HARD-TO-HND 

HORROR 


^ MONSTERS DEIIVERED TO YOUR DOOR! ^ , 

t Checks 01 Money Orders to: Creepy Classics. - p.o. boh 23. iioonier. pa isosb 

Visa or Master Card on the web: www.creepyclasslcs.coni or by phone at 724- 238-4317 
. . .ority Shipping with FAST delivery I Shipping & Handling - 6.99 for any size order! 

Outside tile United States? - International orders go to www.creepyciasslcs.coin 


DVDs 


AMICUS - HOUSE OF HORRORS (Documenlary/Alpha DVD $10) 

AURORA MONSTERS (Documentary/Witch s Dungeon DVD $20) 

BARON BLOOD (1972/Kino Re-mastered DVD $20) 

THE BEAST OF BORNEO (1934/Alpha DVD $6 99) 

BLACK SUNDAY (1960/In English/Kino DVD $20) 

BORIS KARLOFF TRIPLE FEATURE (WEST OF SHANGHAI, INVISBLE 
MENACE/DEVIL'S ISLAND/Wamer DVD $20) 

THE BOWERY BOYS VOL 1 (12 Movies./Wamer DVD Set $35) 

THE BRUTE MAN (1946/Rondo Hatton/Cheezy Flicks OVD $10) 

CLASSIC MONSTERS SPOTLIGHT COLLECTION 2 (THE MUMMY 
(1932), THE WOLF MAN (1941), THE INVISIBLE MAN (1933) and 
THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA (1943/Uniuersal DVD Set $20) 
CONFESSIONS OF AN OPIUM EATER (1962/V. PriceAlVB DVD $20) 

DARK MIRROR, THE (1946/Olive DVD $20) 

FACE OF FU MANCHU (196S/Warner DVD $20) 

FACE OF THE SCREAMING WEREWOLF (1959/Chaney/CF DVD $10) 

FALL OF THE HOUSE OF USHER. THE (1956/Alpha DVD $6,99) 

GODZILLA VS. BIOLLANTE (1992/Echo Bridge DVD $10) 

GODZILLA VS. MEGALON (1973/Tokyo Shock DVD $20) 

GREAT GILDERSLEEVE MOVIE COLLECTION (19403/5 movlesAWB DVD $30) 
HE WHO GETS SLAPPED (1924/Lon Chaney/Warner DVD $20) 

HOUSE OF DARK SHADOWS (1970/Wamer DVD $15) 

THE ILLUSTRATED MAN (1966/Ray Bradbury/WB DVD $20) 

IN SEARCH OF DRACULA (1 975/Christopher Lee/$10 Alpha DVD) 

LUGOSI - HOLLYWOOD'S DRACULA (Docum8ntaiy/2 disc set/Alpha DVD $10) 
THE MAD MAGICIAN (1926/Warner DVD $20) 

MONSTER BASH 2012 (Cleveburg Production/Creepy Classics DVD $15) 
MONSTER KID HOME MOVIES (Collection/PPS DVD $20) 

MOST DANGEROUS GAME (1932/Fay Wray/VCI DVD $15) 

NIGHT OF DARK SHADOWS (1971/Warner DVD $15) 

OCTAMAN (1971/Bayview DVD $15) 

PHILO VANCE MURDER CASE COLLECTION (193os/Basil Rathbone/ f 
Three DVD Set/$35) 

PREHISTORIC MONSTER BASH (2012/Documenlarv/Creepy Classics DVD $10) 
SCREAM THEATER (12 Movies ALICE SWEET ALICE, BEAST OF THE 
YELLOW NIGHT, BEYOND ATLANTIS. DEATH GAME, DONT OPEN THE 
DOOR HOUSE OF THE LIVING DEAD, NIGHT CREATURE. SCREAM 
BLOODY MURDER, SISTERS OF DEATH, TWILIGHT PEOPLE, VAMPIRE 
HAPPENING AND QUEEN OF THE VAMPIRES/VCI DVD Set $20) 

THE SORCERERS {1967/Bons Karloff/Warner DVD $20) 

UNTAMED WOMEN/CUBAN REBEL GIRLS (Double Feature/VCI DVD $15) 

THE VALLEY OF GWANGI (1969Aryarner DVD $20) 

VENGEANCE OF FU MANCHU (1967/Wamer DVD $20) 

WEST OF ZANZIBAR C1926/Lon Chaney/Warner DVD $20) 

WHERE EAST IS EAST (1929/Lon Chaney/Warner DVD $20) 

WHITE ZOMBIE (1932/RE-Mastered in HD/Kino DVD 520) 



&R;E!£'BiY4Bi:e:K 


(REftTURE DELUXE 
M06IUS MODEL! 

• MW HMlol haw tlM Black Laeaanl 
Ml Waslc assanMa aiadal kill 1/S scale. 
Balld a aieBsiar ia laar kama aa 
a lain dail Sale Mce $44 


Bin-Ray Discs 


ABBOTT & COSTELLO MEET FRANKENSTEIN (1948/ 

Universal Blu-Ray $25) 

BARON BLOOD (1972/Blu-Ray $25) 

BLACK SUNDAY (1960/In English/Kino Blu-Ray $20) 

DARK MIRROR, THE (1946/Olive Blu-Ray $25) 

DARK NIGHT OF THE SCARECROW (1981/Blu-Ray $20) 

DARK STAR (1974/Sci-FI/VCI Blu-Ray $20) 

GODZILLA VS. BIOLLANTE (1992/Echo Bndge Blu-Ray $20) 
HOUSE OF DARK SHADOWS (1970A/Varner Blu-Ray $20) 
INVASION OF THE BODY SNATCHERS (1966 Blu-Ray $25) 
JASON & THE ARGONAUTS (1963/Ray Hanyhausen/ 

Columbia Blu-Ray S20) 

MACBETH (1948/Orson Welies/Olive Rilms Blu-Ray $29.99) 

MAD MONSTER PARTY (1967 OVD & BluRay Combo $15) 

MAN WHO COULD CHEAT DEATH (1969)/THe SKULL(19e5) 
Double Feature (Blu-Ray DVD $20) 

METROPOLIS (1927/Geor9io Moroder Rock Score Verston/ 
Tlnted/Kino Blue Ray $25) 

METROPOLIS (1927/Complete Edition/Original Score 
/Kino Blu-Ray $30) 

NIGHT OF DARK SHADOWS (1971 Warner Blu-Ray $20) 

PLAN 9 FROM OUTER SPACE (1956/Blu-Ray $20) 

THE PENALTY (1920/Kino Blu-Ray $29.99) 

THE SPACE CHILDREN (Olive Blu-Ray $25) 

UNI. CLASSIC MONSTERS - ESSENTIAL COLLECTION - 
Blu-Ray Set 8-disc boxed set: DRACULA (1931), 
FRANKENSTEIN(1931). MUMMY (1932). THE INVISIBLE 
MAN (1933), BRIDE OF FRANKENSTEIN (1935), WOLF MAN 
(1941). PHANTOM OF THE OPERA (1943), CREATURE 
FROM THE BLACK LAGOON (1954). 12 hours of bonus 
materials. Hi-Def, 48 page book too. 

(Universal Blu-Ray $149.99) 

WHITE ZOMBIE (1932/RE-Mastered in HD/Kino Blu-Ray 525) 


Thousands more in stock on Blu-Ray, DVD and VHS - Just call (724) 238-4317 - www.creepyclassics.com 

Monsters delivered to your door...ready to ship to you FASTI 
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BRUCE TINKEL 
P.O. BOX 65 
Dept. S.M. 

EDISON. NJ 0881S-0065 
email: horror716@msn.com 


MAGAZINES 

POSTERS 

DVDs 

FAMOUS MONSTERS 

BOWERY AT MIDNIGHT 

ARSENIC AND OLD 

FANGORIA 

THE CYCLOPS 

LACE 

CASTLE OF 

FROM HELL IT CAME 

BACK FROM THE 

FRANKENSTEIN 

1 WAS A TEENAGE 

DEAD 

PULP MAGAZINES 

WEREWOLF 

BLOOD ON SATANS’ 

VAMPIRELLA 

KILLERS FROM 

cuw 

MAD MONSTERS 

SPACE 

THE BRAIN EATERS 

FANTASTIC 

RETURN OF THE APE 

CURSE OF THE 

MONSTERS 

MAN 

UNDEAD 

MANYOTHERSI 

RE-ANIMATOR 

THE LARK 


THETINGLER 

NIGHT OF TERROR 

SEND $3.00 FOR LIST 

HOUSE OF USHER 

THE STRANGLER 

OF AVAILABLE 

THE VANISHING BODY 

THE TIME TRAVELERS 

TITLES! 

MANY OTHERS! 

UNKNOWN TERROR 
MANY OTHER RARE TITLES! 



ADVERTISING RATES; 

FULL-PAGE AD— (7.5 wide by 10 high, full bleed ok)— $200 
TWO FULL PAGE ADS IN THE SAME ISSUE-$350 
HALF PAGE HORIZONTAL AD-(7.5 wide by 5 high)-$125 
HALF PAGE VERTICAL AD— (3.63 wide by 10 high)— $125 
QUARTER PAGE AD— (3.63 wide by 5 high)— $75 
EIGHTH PAGE AD— (3.63 wide by 2.5 high)— $50 

AD DEADLINES: 

February 1 5, 2013 for issue #87 (on sale early to late April) 

May 15, 2013 for issue #88 (on sale late June/early July) 

August 1, 2013 tor issue #89 (on sale late Sept/early Oct) 

November 15, 2013 for issue #90 (on sale early Jan.) 

Send your check, money order or credit card information to: 

(Please inquire as to how to send your ads.) 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 

348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com 

(Sign up for a full year of ads using your credit card and save 20%. Your 
card will be billed on each deadline date.) 

Advertise your 
Scary Stuff in 2013! 



G-FFST XX 


i^G-FSST is a fafnily-orie?SI»id convention which caters to a 
%ie^f mtere^^^hin the kaiju genre. G-FEST 
; features prefeMtions^ffO & A sessions by actors and 
crew from tlv^Tpanese Gof^^Ha films, fan ixesentations 
; on topics of intei^st, cont^fe and gaming, new and 
classic kaiju movies, |ie wS^rn world’s largest kaiju- 
oriented cfelers roont, and fots of fun and camaraderie. 


wwwLg-fan.com 


me! 


July Tfth 



2013 

Hare 
losegjontJL 



Send a S.A.S.E...envelope to Druktenis Publishing 
348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 and we’ll send 
you a FREE copy of this sticker or ask for it when 
you place an order! 
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Limited Fdition 50 th Anniversary! 

Homoil MONSTERS 

#1, 2*3/ 

The 50th Anniversary begins right here tor HORROR 
MONSTERS. The entire Fiendish contents of HORROR 
MONSTERS #1, 2, 3 and #4 from 1961 and 1962 are 
reprinted along with a new introduction/historical article. 

The 68 page perfect bound booWmagazines will be limited to only 175 copies. We are offering the Limited Edition 50th Anniversary 
HORROR MONSTERS #1, 2, 3 and 4 to you, our valued Scary Readers for only $18.00 each postpaid in the U.S. Scary Subscriber 
Scary Premiere price is only $1 5.00 each postpaid in the U.S. 

Sena your checKs, money orders or scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 


Scary Premiere! SCAHY Summer Special 2012! 

In issue 83, we teased you with an ad to email us to find out about the availability of this special title. The 
official debut was at the Prehistoric MONSTER BASH 2012 in June and now SCARY MONSTERS 
MAGAZINE SCARY SUMMER SPECIAL 2012 No. 4 makes its official magazine ad debut right here! This is 
the first SCARY Summer Speciai in 4 years and #3 sold out almost immediately after it came ouL As you 
can see from the cover on your left you’ll find over 350 photos! Prehistoric Monsters! ”9^^^ 
Revisited! And much more! Join us on a Scary Summer (Fall or anytime!) Adventure to THE LOST 
WORLD with this 140 page book/magazine for a Scary Reader price of Only $25.00 postpaid in the U.S. or 
the Scary Subscriber price of Only $20.00 postpaid in the U.S. 

Send your check, money order or scary charge card information to; 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com SCARY Facebook: www.facebook.com/scarymonstersmag 


SCAKY MONSTFItS 2012 YFAIIBOOK, MOHSTn memooies # 20 / 

All-New! Not A Reprint! Our annual extra special SCARY MONSTERS MAGAZINE issue 
celebrates its 20th Anniversary with this issue! Take a look at the Scary Terry Beatty 
monsterpiece wraparound cover and it gives some clues of what can be found Inside. 
But, why?...guess!... order a copy of this annual beast-selling issue before they are all 
gone for the Scary Low Price of $12.00 postpaid in the U.S. (ADD$l.ooforCANADAad$4.00lbr 
foreign shipping!) 

Order from: DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 

348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 


fast in! SCAHY MONSTFUS Maga2ine%J^^z\^\ #2! 

This special 21th Anniversary Special #2 features a “LOOK BACK” at SCARY issues 21-40, yearbooks and 
SCARY SUMMER SPECIALS published during this next 5 year span; a lost cover; a lost article and much MORE! 
This 72 page book/magazine Is limited to only 200 copies in our limited edition perfect bound format. SCARY 
MONSTERS MAG/\ZINE SPECIAL #2 is the perfect companion to SM 84 and is only $14.00 postpaid in the U.S. 
for you our valued scary readersi ($20.00 cover price) 

Scary Subscriber Price is $12.00 postpaid in the U.S. 

Send your check, money order or scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAILORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 


Scary Premiere! CASTLE OF FHANKEMSTEIN SOth Anniversary Speciai *! ! 

CASTLE OF FRANKENSTEIN celebrates its 50th Anniversary with the release of the Limited Edition 50th 
Anniversary Special #1! This 80 page book/magazine reprints all of the contents of the original issue #1 as 
well as a CASTLE-LOAD of BONE-US MATERIAL! SURPRISE FEATURES include historical articles by original 
contributors Richard Bojarski and Larry Ivie as well as current publisher Dennis J. Druktenis and morel The 
CASTLE OF FRANKENSTEIN Special #1 is only $16 postpaid in the U.S. for our Scary Readers or $14 postpaid 
for our Scary Subscribers. 

Send your check, money order or scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
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Scary Premiere! At Last! Because you demanded it! 
Limited Edition Both Anniversary MAD MONSTFRS #5/ 

At last because you demanded it, the 50th Anniversary continues with the Limited Edition reprinting of MAD 
MONSTERS #5 from 1963. This issue is a Fiend Favorite, just check out the FIENDISH FEATURES as noted 
on the cover! The Scary Reader Premiere Price is Only $14.00 postpaid in the U.S. 

Scary Subscriber Scary Premiere Price is only $12.00 postpaid in the U.S.. 

Send your check, money order or scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com New SCARY Website: www.scarymonstersmagazine.com 


limited Edition 50th Anniversary! 

MAD MOHSTFRS 

# 1, 2 & 3 ! Just in 


!BemD9eE 


MONSTERS 


mmi 


mmts 


iiORIS 
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The 50th Anniversary begins right 
here for MAD MONSTERS. The 
entire contents of MAD MONSTERS 
#1, 2, 3 and 4 are reprinted along 
with new introduction/historical 
articles. These 68 page perfect 

bound book/magazine will be — — - 

limited to only 175 copies. We are offering the Limited Edition 50th Anniversary MAD MONSTERS #1 , 2, 3 and 
4 to you, our valued Scary Readers for only $1 8.00 each postpaid in the U.S. 

Scary Subscriber Scary Premiere price is only $15.00 each postpaid in the U.S. On/y $14.00 for Issue #4! 

Send your checks, money orders or scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com New SCARY Website: www.scarymonstersmagazine.com 
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Beast Seller! SCARYSAURUS the Scary THE COMPLETE SCARY 

REPTILE COMIC COLLECTION from 1962-1963! Free Shipping in the U.S! 

SCARYSAURUS the Scary RETURNS! In a GIANT SCARE-SIZED 142 PAGE magazine-sized book. All 
seven stories from the 1962-1963 comic book series are presented in scary shades of black and white and 
presented at 112 to 115% of their original size for more GIANT MONSTER fun! SCARY COMICS GIVE YOU 
MORE GIANT MONSTERS! SCARYSAURUS the SCARY is back from the 1960s with THE COMPLETE 
SCARYSURUS REPTILE COLLECTION No. 1 for a Scary Reader price of Oniy $25.00 postpaid in the U.S. 
or the Scary Subscriber price of Only $20.00 postpaid in the U.S. 

Send your check, money order or scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 


Almost Cone! SCARY MOdSTEAS MAEAZME Presents...%OH of SHOCK 


A SHOCK-//V6/ SON of Scarelection Volume 2 has finally arrived. This 100 page book/magazine 
features the rare four page SON OF SHOCK promotional brochure, sell 
sheet, vintage magazine articles and new material. A little over half the 
book features a RETURN OF SHOCK! featuring more vintage magazine 
articles, more SHOCK horror hosts articles and all the Shocks we couldn't 
fit into Volume 1. This volume is limited to only 175 copies and for a limited 
time you can purchase a copy for over 35% off cover for the Scary Low 
Price of Only $20.00 postpaid in the U.S. 


Send your check, money order or scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. 
Highwood, IL 60040 
E-MAIL: Scaremail@aal.com 

New SCARY Website: www.scarymonstersmagazine.com 









AlimstCme! Umted [ditlm SItli Amirersary 

THE JOURNAL OF FRANKENSTEIN FnST issui! 

The Limited Edition 50th Anniversary JOURNAL OF FRANKENSTEiN features not oniy the compiete contents of 
the one-shot 1959 magazine but aiso some of the iost JOURNAL pages that did not appear in the issue when 24 
pages were cut by the distributor. Also, a CASTLE OF FRANKENSTEIN-The Beginnings article from the sold 
out SCARY MONSTERS #20 and more will await in this special JoF issue. This 70 page perfect bound book/ 
magazine will be limited to only 175 copies. The Limited Edition JOURNAL #1 is available while our limited 
supply lasts for the Scary Low Price of Only $ 20.00 postpaid (U.s. only) This will probably be the last time this ad appears! 
Send your checks, money orders or scary charge card information to; 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 


Limited Fditien 50th Anniversary! 

WORLD FAMOUS CREATURES #1 and tack Issues > 


The latest Limited Edition 50th Anniversa. 
is now available! The entire contents of the June 
1959 fourth issue of WORLD FAMOUS CREATURES 
is reprinted along with a new introduction/histoi;ical 
articfe. This perfect bound book/magazine will be 

limited to 175 copies. We 

are offering the Limited 
Edition 50th Anniversary 
WORLD FAMOUS 
CREATURES #4 at the Sca/y 
Low Price of Oniy $ 18.00 
in the U.S. 


Stiii Available but Very 
Limited! WORLD FAMOUS CREATURES# 1, 2, 3 $18.00 each postpaid 

Send your check, money order or scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 

348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com 


limited tditim SCdSY Specials in the AISphf SCARY book/maga7ine format! 


PtttriN Pulp Reprint *4 

<»vftvi»f«i>MIIMSTER PARME- 


SCARY MONSTERS Magazine 
Presents...Putrid Pulp Reprint 
#1 Limited Edition MONSTER 
PARADE 50th Anniversary #1. 
Features a reprint of the entire 
contents of this rare magazine 
in the SCARY book format 
with some new material. Only 
175 printed. A/most gone! 
Only $ 25.00 postpaid in the 
U.S. 


SCARY MONSTERS Magazine 
Presents...Putrid Pulp Reprint 
#2 Limited Edition MONSTER 
PARADE 50th Anniversary #2. 
Features a reprint of the entire 
contents of this rare magazine 
in the SCARY book format 
with a bonus 1933 article on 
Jack Pierce. Only 175 printed. 
Only $ 18.00 postpaid in the 
U.S. 


SCARY MONSTERS Magazine 
Presents...Putrid Pulp RMiint 
#3 Limited Edition MONSTER 
PARADE 50th Anniversary #3. 
Features a reprint of the entire 
contents of this rare magazine 
in the SCARY book format 
with some new material. Only 
175 printed. 

Only $18.00 postpaid in the 


SCARY MONSTERS Magazine 
Presents...Putrid Pulp Ryirint 
#4 Limited Edition MONSTER 
PARADE 50th Anniversary #4. 
Features a reprint of the entire 
contents of this rare magazine 
in the SCARY book format 
with some new material. Only 
175 printed. 

On/y $ 18.00 postpaid in the 
U.S. 


Very Limited Supply! Order from: DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 346 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 


scA/rr B 7 / ivmmti Pimm m lom 


138 SCARY MONSTERS HtKtXm A Rear Monster Magariner 






STRANGE 

TERRORSf 

ShranKen Hedds! Ehesfs! 
Zemhies! Mammies! Scary 
Strange Terrors! 
Scary Low Price of Only 
$15.00 postpaid in the 
U.S. 


/J&y amyazi/ie ea SCARY 
and HAUNTED 
Pre-Code Horror SCAgfS 
from 1951! Hosted by 
Hector Scare! 
Scary Low Price of Only 
$15.00 postpaid in the 
U.S. 

$12 for Subscribers! 


tdlt mnyirzefur is SCARY 
<««< HAUNTED »2I 

Pre-Code Horror SCABTS 
from 1952! Hosted by 
Doctor Scare! 
Scary Low Price of Only 
$15.00 postpaid in the 
U.S. 

$12 for Subscribers! 


td/s trm^-zine U SCARY 

ami HAUNTED 

Pre-Code Horror SCAHTS 
from 1952 1 1955! Hasted 
by Hocior Scare! 
Scary Low Price of On!y 
$15.00 postpaid in the 
U.S. 

$12 for Subscribers! 


mrm / 

tdis may^zine is SCARY 

ami HAUNTED 

Pre-Code Horror SCAHTS 
from 195! S 1952! Hosted 
by Hector Scare! 
Scary Low Price of Only 
$15.00 postpaid in the 
U.S. 

$12 for Subscribers! 


Highwood, IL 60040 


Ssve/ Purchase 3 or more Pre-Code Collections for Only $12.00 each 


Very Limited Supply! Order from: DENNiS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. 


Of SCARES 

^•-C»Ae fhmsri iepra-f! 


WEB OF SEMES *!! 

Werewolves! Witches! 
Fiends! And other Scary 
Monsters turH within! 
Scary Low Price of Only 
$15.00 postpaid in the 
U.S 


WEB OF SCARES *2 r 

Werewolves! Vampires! 
And other Scary Monsters 


Scary Low Price of Only 
$15.00 postpaid in the 
U.S. 


WEBof SCARES rvj f 

Atomic Monsters! 
Werewolves! Vampires! 
Scary Statues! More! 
Scary Low Price of Only 
$15.00 postpaid in the 
U.S. 


WEB OF SCARES *9! 

Monsters! Werewolves and 
Vampires! living Head! 
Mare! 

Scary Low Price of Only 
$15.00 postpaid in the 


Savef Purchase 3 or more Pre-Code Collections for Only $12.00 each 


JUSTIN! 

WEB Of SCARES 

Prehistoric Horror 
Monsters! WereSpiders, 
Vampires and Mare! 
Scary Low Price of Only 
$15.00 postpaid in the 
U.S. 

Scary Subscriber Price $12 

pp! 


Very Limited Supply! Order from: DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
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none Pne-Cooe Honnon Comics ScMte-LccnoNsf 


WEB OF SCARES Prb’Coob Horror Comics ScaRi-LccmMsf 

Each Scare-lection is presented in a magazine-sized book format and VERY limited. These pre-code horror comics from the early 1950s 
period are presented at a slightly larger size than originally published and presented in gory black and white. Sam Scare hosts each 64 
page collection specially selected from his Scare Collection of Pre-Code Horror Comics. 










smr 

SHOCK.' 

larriM 

fthtMn 


BACK ISSUES! 


SCARY MONSTERS MAGAZINE #6, 9. 10, 14, 

15, 20, 23, MONSTER MEMORIES #1(1993 SCARY M<3NSTERS YEARBlHllQj 
MONSTER MEMORIES #4 and the 2009 YEARBOOK (MM #17) are also SOLD OUT! 

(Some limited edition #23s are still available, SEE BELOW) 

ODDFU SnHI BOCK ISSUtS TODAY before they are all gone...#l, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 11, 13 $6.00 
each #8, 12(with SCARY SOUND SQUARE featuring Zacherley).16, 17 $7.00 each 
#18(CREATURE issue), 19, 21, 22, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 
37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55(DARK 
SHADOWS issue), 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61 $10.00 each #62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 
70 (Forty Issue!), 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86 (2013 
YB), 87 $11.00 each Pre-Order! #3B for $10.00 each postpaid (ALL prices inciude U.S. 
postage, add $1.00 for CANADA, and $4.00 per issue for foreign orders.) SEE BELOW for Limited 
Edition SCARY MONSTERS and the ad elsewhere for Yearbooks and Specials, Make a copy of this page and 
circle the items you want and send your check, money order or scary charge card information to: 

DENNiS DRUKTENiS PUBLiSHiNG & MAiL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com New SCARY Website: www.scarymonstersmagazme.com 


Imneo lomon SCABY MONSTFBSI 


Lmneo to 356 

corns on less.' 





M 




•*«MmonE8 


#68 Limited to 59 copies! 

E-MAIL: 

Scareniaii@aol.coni 


#23 Scary Special Limited Monster Bash Edition celebrating 4E is 8E and the Monster Bash Convention (featuring a 
numbered sticker on the cover and full color limited edition postcards of Forrest J Ackerman and Debbie D as Destiny 
Vampire Mermaid); #35 Scary It Limited Edition (featuring a neon green numbered sticker on the cover and two full color 
limited postcards of The Birth of Beulah); #36 Scary Special Limited Dr. Gangrene Edition (featuring a neon pink numbered 
sticker on the cover and a full color Dr. Gangrene postcard inside); #39 Scary Special Limited Mad Mummy Bash Eddion 
(featurinq a numbered sticker on the outside and full color limited edition postcard of the Mad Mummy), mO Scary Special 
Limited Count Gore De Vol Edition (featuring a numbered sticker on the outside and a full color limited edition postcard 
inside); #43 SCARY SHOCK! Limited Edition (featuring a numbered sticker on the outside and a full color limited edition 
postcard of Bob Burns as a werewolf on SHOCK!); #56 Zacheriey Comic Limited Edition with Scary Sticker; #59 Colossal 
Big Bash Scary Limited Edition of only 150 features a numbered sticker on the front cover, a full-color Monster Bash 2006 
post card inside along with 2 extra loose covers that are softly rolled around the backing board of this bagged magazine; 
#63 GLOB OF A BLOB Scary Limited Edition of only 58 copies features a numbered sticker on the front cover and a limited 
edition full color 4x6 photo of the BLOB in front of the Colonial Theater inside $1 5.00 each postpaid and shipped in a 
sturdy carton for protection (ADD $5.00 per issue for foreign orders). #68 M.T. GRAVES SCARY Limited Edition of oniv 59 
copies features a numbered stick on the front cover and includes three 4x6 full color photos inside for only $18.00 
postpaid ^ ... . * . 

Make a copy of this page and circle the items you want and send your check, money order or scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
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SCARY MONSnRS_/i 

WMMCK sncm 



'Som and 

ISSUES! 



BUY 

TODAY/ 


Ul nsuts CONTAIN AU-NIW MATIRIAI AND ARC NOT RlPRINTSf 

Purchase these often overlooked Yearbooks/Specials of SCARY MONSTERS MAGAZINE 
while our limited supply lasts! 

MONSTER MEMORIES #2(1994). #5(1995), #5(1997), #6 
(1998). #7(1999). #8(2000), #9(2001). #10(2002), #11, 
(2003), #12 (2004), #13 (2005). #14 (2006) On/y $11,00 
•• ®3ch postpaid 2007 Yearbook #15, #16 (2000), #10 (2010), 
V? (2011) $12.00 each postpaid #20 2012 Yearbook $12.00 
postpaid 2013 Y8/#0E Sn.on 


BUY some Scary Back 
Issues! TODAY! 


(Mffi postpaid 2013 YB/#86 $11.00 SCARY\ 
summer SPECIAl #27 1/2 (1998) On/y 
s $8.00 postpaid #50 1/2 (2000) Only $9.00 
. ., postpaid smr MOMSmS CaMKS and 
COURIRE BOOK #1 Only $6.00 postpaid 

****’ postage, $1.00 for CANADA and 

$4.00 per Issue for foreign orders.) 

Make a copy of this page and circle the items you want and send 
your check, money order or scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 

348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 E-MAIL: Scaremaillgaol.com 
New SCARy Website: www.scarymonstersmagazine.com 


(MNtrt ru i K Hf oat 



Limited Edition 
ashcan mag of200. 
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Mew! Scary Me-Premiere Sale! Wt Scary Uses! 

SAM SCARE RISIN MINI BUST! 


This beastly solid resin bust is scarilv scuipted by Chris Elizardo and is approximateiy 3 % inches high by 3 % 
inches wide ear to ear. SAM SCARE is ready to dispiay as is or ready to be painted mth 101 Scary tTses.f Use 
as a paper weight, mount him to the hood of your hearse, drill ana use him as a shifter knob or head for a 
scary cane. Think of all the scaiy possibilities for your Sam Scary bust. The suggested retaH price for the SAM 
SCARE resin mini bust is $15.00 but for this Scary Premiere Sa/e you can own and proudly display SCARY 
MONSTERS’ alien/vampire mascot for the Scary Low Price of Only $ 13.98 plus shipping! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-10 items, lOd each additional and send your check. 


card information to; 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC 


, money order or scary charge 


348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, iL 60040 


Almost Eane! SCARE-SHIRT #5 ! 

Sam Scare is back to grace our fifth SCARE-SHIRT in 3 colors {shades of blue, red 
and black) on a white t-shirt with black ringer (black trim on the collar and sleeves 
as shown). 

Be Scary and cool all year round in SCARE-SHIRT #5 in XL for On/y $ 18.98 
postpaid in the U.S. 

Order today from: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 

348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com 



SAMScAl^ 



SCARY MONSTERS MAGAZINE PAFSPHTS... Limited Edition 

MOMSTERS and THIMGS 50th Anniversary! 

The 50th Anniversary celebration of pioneering monster magazines continues with this Umited Edition 
release of the complete collection of MONSTERS and THINGS. Both MONSTERS and THINGS #1 from 
January 1959 and issue #2 from April 1959 are collected in this one volume. This volume sports a full color 
heavy laminated cover, square binding and heavy white paper interior to preserve these almost lost putrid 
pulp memories. Only 175 printed. For a limited time this 100 page book/magazine is available for only 
$ 21.00 postpaid in the U.S. 

Order From: DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 

348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com 


Sting fast! MAD MOHSimS Presents 

WEREWOLVES AMD VAMPIRES Vol. 1, No. 1 Reprint.' 

You've been asking us to reprint this “Rare One-Shot” magazine from 1962 originally published by 
Charlton Publications for several years now. MAD MONSTERS is now proud to Present WEREWOLVES 
AND VAMPIRES A Rare One-Shot Speciall The complete contents of this 1962 monster magazine are 
reprinted along with a new historical introduction and limited to only 175 copies. WEREWOLVES AND 
VAMPIRES Vol. 1, No. 1 is only $ 1 8.00 postpaid in the U.S. for you our valued scary readers! 

Send your check, money order or scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 



Limited! MAD MONSTERS /'re^fwfjMOMSTERS No. 1 / 

I MAD MONSTERS Presents MONSTERS No. 1 is a reprint of A Rare Chariton British Edition! This rare British 
first issue published by Charlton reprinted the contents of the U.S. version of MAD MONSTERS #6 from 1963 
with a new cover created tor this edition. Bonus material includes an historical introduction as well as the 3 
U.S. pages not reprinted in the British Edition. Original copies of MONSTERS sell for $80— $150 depending 
on condition. Get this new limited edition monster magazine reprint limited to only 175 copies for Only 
$ 18.00 postpaid in the U.S. Scary Subscriber Premiere Price is Oniy $1 5 postpaid! 

Send your check, money order or scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
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MONSTERS FROM m VAULT * 31 / [H 

The latest issue of MONSTERS FROM THE VAULT is now available! Frankenstein, his Irajp 
Bride and Bela live again and much more in MONSTERS FROM THE VAULT #31 for 
$ 9.98 plus shipping today! 

Still available: MONSTERS FROM THE VAULT #4 $5.95 #16 $7.00 #21, 23, 24 $7.98 each 
#25, 26, 27, 28 $8.98 each #29, 30; MONSTERS FROM THE VAULT SPECIAL EDITION #1 : 

KHARIS UNEARTHEDI $9.98 each plus shipping! ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 

200 each additional and send your check, money order or scary charge card information ■(■■■i 
to: DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING 8. MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com New SCARY Website: www.5carymonstersmagazlne.com 


fasfM FAMOUS MONSTFRS »2S6/ 


Monsters 


FREAKY MONSTERS 

#B, 9, TO, 12, 13, 11/ 

From the former publisher and editor of FAMOUS MONSTERS 
comes his answer to FM, another FM...FREAKY MONSTERS! 
“THE MAGAZINE FOR GHOULDEN AGE MONSTER LOVERSI” Is 
here to provide some freaky monster fun. “IF YOU LOVE 
CLASSIC MONSTER MOVIES THIS IS THE MAGAZINE FOR YOU!" 
Get Freaky with FREAKY MONSTERS #8, 9, 10, 12, 13 and 14 for 
I On/y $ 9.95 each plus shipping! 

Sorry we never received copies of issue #11! 


ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 200 each additional and send 
your check, money order or scary charge card information to; 
DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC, 

348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
E-MAIL; Scaremail@aol.com 

New SCARY Website: www.scarym 0 nstersmaga 2 ine.com 
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FAMOUS MONSTERS And Backissuesf 

FAMOUS MONSTERS OF FILMLAND #260 Is in stock and 
we have the Christopher Lee cover and the John Carter 
covers with and without the dealer direct stickers for Only 
$ 9.99 each plus shippingl 

Back IssuesI FAMOUS MONSTERS #250 $10.00 #251 
$12.95 #252, 257 (Rick Baker Frankenstein cover) $12.99 
each #253, 254. 255, 256, 257, 258, 259, 260. 261, 262, 263, 

264, 265 $9.99 each (SEE: previous ads for available 
covers and more information!) FAMOUS MONSTERS 
PRESENTS IMAGI-MOVIES #1 $7.99 FAMOUS MONSTERS 
UNDERGROUND #1 $7,99 

ADD $6,00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 200 each additional 

'^'i^rge card information to: 
DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER; INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. 
Highwood, IL 60040 E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com 


The latest issue of FAMOUS MONSTERS OF FILMLAND #266 has arrived and 
we have the CREATURE cover and the WIZARD OF OZ cover both with and 
without the dealer direct stickers for Only $ 9.99 each plus shipping! 


ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 200 each additional and send your 
check, money order or scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 

348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com 





Sit 

Just !n! MONSTER BASH magazine No. 18 / 

The latest scare-filled fun issue of MONSTER BASH magazine has arrived! Creepy Classic Movies and more 
can be found in MONSTER BASH magazine No. 18 for only $8.99 each plus shipping! 

Back Issues! MONSTER BASH #1, 2 $9.00 each #3, 4, 5, 6 $7.00 each #7, 8, 9, 10 $7.99 each #11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 

16, 17 $8.99 each ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 20# each additional and send your check, money 
order or scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 

E-MAIL: Scaremail@aoLcom SCAREBOOK! facebook.com/scarymonstersmag 

Just M SCARLET THE FILM MAGAZINE No. 9 / 1 

The latest issue of the new SCARLET THE FILM MAGAZINE has arrived and features the HORRORS OF 8 
REPUBLIC and much more in SCARLET THE FILM MAGAZINE #9 for Only $8.95 plus shipping! I 

Sf/H in slock but limited! SCARLET THE FILM MAGAZINE M2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 $8.95 each plus shipping. | 

Vte also still have a few copies of the original SCARLET STREET magazine still in stock: SCARLET STREET 1 
#27, 35, 36, 40, 41 $7.95 each I 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-10 items, 10i each additional and send your check, money order or scary charge 1 
card information to: DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 1 

348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com f 


uTs U i 1 ^IH 

Just M MAD SCIENTIST #26 and back issues! 

Don't be MAD that we sold out of most of our back issue supply! Luckily we've been able to restock some of 
our issue numbers and the Newest MAD SCIENTIST issue is now available! 

Get all the Scary Fun contained in the New MAD SCIENTIST #26 for only $6.00 plus shippingl 

Only a few copies of MAD SCIENTIST #17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 and #25 are still available for only $7.00 
each plus shippingl 

ADD $6 00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 20# each additional and send your check, money order or scary charge 
card information to: DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 
60040 E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com New SCARY INe6s/(e; www.scarymonstersmagazine.com 

Just In! G-FAN #102 / Plus! HACK ISSUES! 

It is time to experience all of the giant movie monster and Godzilla-filled fun in the G-FAN #102 for only $6.95 

f he* following G-FAN issues featuring GIANT monster fun are still available: #23 38 , 39 , 41 , 42 44 46, 47, 48 
49 50 52 5 J, M, 57, 58, 60, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 70, 73, 74, 75, 76 $4.95 each IT, 78, 80, 86, 88, 89, 90 $5.95 
each #97,98, 99 $6.95 each #56, 69, 100 $10.00 each plus shipping! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 20# each additional and send your check, money order or scary charge 

DENn'iS°DRUkTeNI'S publishing & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 

E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com New SCART Website: www.scarymonstersmagazine.com 

■ 

lAt ^ <V' 

■k J 

coHaoiaamKUm 

^/ustM DITKO MONSTERS GORGO volume 1 

ng This hardcover collects all of the Steve Ditko GORGO comics including 6 covers in a 224 page voiume. 
Get the explosive and giant DITKO MONSTERS GORGO Volume 1 for the Scary Low Price of Only 
$34.99 plus shippingl 

W‘' ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 20# each additional and send your check, money order or scary 
' 1 charge card information to: 

<Vri DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 

E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com New SCARY Website: www.scarymonstersmagazine.com 
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Mew! CKEPY #n/ 

THE FINEST IN ILLUSTRATED HORROR 
Is back with 48 NEW PAGES OF PURE 
TERROR! Thanks to Dark Horse Comics 
j CREEPY is finaily 
back. And 
I CREEPY #11 is 




available today for On/y $ 4.99 plus shippingl 
Back In Stock! CREEPY #2, 3, 4, 5, 6 ,7, 8, 9,10 $4.99 each plus 
shipping! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 20^ each additional and 
send your check, money order or scary charge card information 
to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 

348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com New SCARY Website: www.scarymonstersmagazine.com 



ICRilPYl Back h Stock! GHEEPY COLLATOR CARD SET/ 

j This Deluxe 50 card set features your favorite CREEPY covers as well as other creepy things on the back of 
jthe cards Including vintage old CREEPY ads. The COLLECTOR CARD SET comes packaged in a heavy 
I collector cardboard box and sealed in shrinkwrap packaging to keep the Creeps out! Sit down now and order 
your CREEPY COLLECTOR CARD SET for Only $14.98 plus shipping! 

I ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 20^ each additional and send your check, money order or scary charge 
I card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
j E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com SCARY IVebsite; www.scarymonstersmagazine.com 


Back !n Stack! Mew! CREEPY FAN CLUB BUTTON/ 

A new batch of CREEPY collectibles has started to come out to tie in with the release of the new CREEPY comic 
books. We’ve managed to get the 3-inch CREEPY FAN CLUB button back in stock this time. 

The 3-inch CREEPY FAN CLUB button comes in a bag with a header card and is Only $5.98 plus shippingl 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 20^ each additional and send your check, money order or scary charge card 

information to: DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 




Offidaimil CREEPY Mask! Just M COUSIN EERIE Mask! 

Uncle Creepy is back not only in CREEPY comics but in his first official mask in almost 20 years! Your favorite host 
of black and white horror comics is here to bring you the CREEPS not only in comics but in a full over 
the head creepy mask. The Official UNCLE CREEPY mask can transform you into a Creepy Creep for 
the Scary Low Price of On/y $ 59.99 plus shipping! Just fn.' COUSIN EERIE Mask for On/y $ 59.99 plus 
shipping! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 20^ each additional and send your check, money order or scary 
charge card information to: DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 



liiiiSMI /irrf/fl/ CREEPY ARCHIVES VOLUME FIFTEEN/ 

\ The fifteenth CREEPY volume is here! CREEPY ARCHIVES VOLUME FIFTEEN collects the 
I complete creepy contents of issues #69-72 of Warren’s CREEPY magazine for the Scary 
Low Price of $ 49.99 plus shipping! 

Still Available but in limited supply: CREEPY ARCHIVES Voi. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 ,6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 

1 13. 14 $49.99 each plus shipprugf 

I Still Available but in limited supply: EERIE ARCHIVES Vol. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 , 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 1 1 Just 
I /nt EERIE Vol. 12 $49.99 each plus shipping! 

[ ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 20e each additional and send your check, money order 
or scaiy charge card information to: DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, 

INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com 
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Just M! VAMPIRELIA ARCHIVES VOLUME SIX morel 

I The latest Archives volume Is here collecting VAMPIRELLA MAGAZINE #36-42. These volumes are a real 
bargain as each one collects 7 magazines with over 400 pages! VAMPIRELLA ARCHIVES VOLUME SIX is 
Onfy $49.99 plus shipping! 

Still Available! VAMP!RELLA ARCHIVES VOLUME ONE, TWO, THREE, FOUR, and FIVE for Only $49.99 
each plus shipping! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-10 items, 104 each additional and send your check, money order or scary 
charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL60040 


Just M Hew! 


EERIE s 2/ 


At last old Cousin Eerie is back to show Uncle Creepy who has the best new horror 
comic book! 

EERIE #1 and #2 are Onfy $2.99 each plus shipping! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 204 esch additional and send your check, money 
order or scary charge card information to: DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL 
ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PL Highwood, IL 60040 
New SCARY Website: www.scarymonstersmagazine.com 
E-MAIL: Scaremail@aoLcom 






IDAKK SHADOWS 
VAMPIRELLA >1. z. j. e a s .' 


All five issues of the DARK 
SHADOWS VAMPiRELLA comic 
have arrived and it is an very 
interesting team-up! 

DARK SHADOWS VAMPIRELLA #1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 are Only $3.99 each plus shippingl 
ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 204 each additional and send your check, money order or scary charge card 
information to: DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING 8. MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
E-MAIL: Scaremail@aoLcom SCAREBOOK: facebook.com/scarymonstersmag.com 




Just M DARK SHADOWS THE COMPLETE ORIGINAL SERIES; VOLUME FIVE 

VOLUME FIVE the last volume in the series has arrived featuring issues 29-35, along with a final comic article and 
artwork section. DARK SHADOWS THE COMPLETE ORIGINAL SERIES: VOLUME FIVE is Only $49.99 plus 

lac/t’/nWk/ DARK SHADOWS THE COMPLETE ORIGINAL SERIES: VOLUME ONE, TWO, THREE and FOUR for 
Only $49.99 each plus shipping! DARK SHADOWS The Original Series Story Digest Interrupted Voyage for Only 
$8.99 plus shippingl . , , . . 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 204 each additional and send your check, money order or scary charge card 

DE?[n1s DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 


fast M DARK SHADOWS Angelique's Descent paperback! 

DARK SHADOWS Angelique's Descent by Lara Parker is finally back in print as a inexpensive paperback and “Featuring L 
an All-New Final Chapter”! Join Barnabas Collins and Angelique in DARK SHADOWS Angelique’s Descent tor Only Lf 
$7.99 plus shipping! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 204 each additional and send your check, money order or scary charge card 
information to: DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
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JMM HAUNTING TALFS OF HORMRBLFS comic «M 

With ui htndiietlmi by SvyKtiBUf! 

Chicago's or really BQPN\fr\% monster store HORRORBLES has published their first comic book featuring an 
introduction by SVENGOOLIE and beastly Haunting Tales set in the actual store in beastly black & white! 
HAUNTING TALES OF HORRORBLES is On/y $5.99 plus shipping! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 20?! each additional and send your check, money order or scary charge card 
information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 


JUstM ZACHFRLFY FOR PRESIDENT (AGAIN) Bm/H 

If you were a Scary Facebook fiend you would have found out about this book when it first arrived in the 
Scarehouse in early October and would have been able to purchase It before the Scary election. It really 
doesn’t matter what time of year it is though and John's latest book is now available for all you ZACHERLEY 
and horror host fans right now. A Scary Fun-Filled 88 page photo-filled book that continues the fun found in 
the first ZACHERLEY FOR PRESIDENT book in 1960. Vote for Zacherley and the Z Party everyday or in the 
next election when you purchase ZACHERLEY FOR PRESIDENT (AGAIN) for On/y $12.99 plus shippinqi 
All books are autographed by the author, JOHN SKERCHOCK! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 2Qi each additional and send your check, money order or scary charge 
card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com Join us at: facebook.com/scarymonstersmag 


Back h Stock! kutagraphed by the Author! JOHN SKFHCHOCK 
Presents ZACHFRLFY Hlustrated!!! 

Dr. Johnny’s latest book has arrived and it is another scare and fun-filled volume. This new book contains 
Zacherley comics, Illustrations, photos as well as historical information and is autographed by the author. 
Get JOHN SKERCHOCK Presents ZACHERLEY Illustrated!!! whatever you are for the Scary Low Price of 
On/y $14.99 plus shipping! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 20p each additional and send your check, money order or scary charge 
card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 


Back In Stock! FAMOUS MONSTERS Speak CD/ 

We haven t had copies of this Famous recording that you may recall advertised in that Famous monster magazine 
years ago for many years but recently unearthed a few copies of this 2001 release. Listen to The Ex^usive 
Recordings of Frankenstein & Dracula featured on the FAMOUS MONSTERS Speak CD tor the Scary Low Price of 
Only $12.98 plus shipping! ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 20S each additional and send your check, money 
order or scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 


SCMY B7 / WiHGOOUE mum m 20m 147 SCARY MONSTERS MAGA7INE A Res! Monster Magermef 


Just Inf ZACHFRLFY Com Booksf 


Zacherley is Alive? and Well? in a new comic book series and still shocking 
the scare-waves in these over-sized 7.25 x 11 inch comic books. Why Zach’s 
faithful companion Raul Pussak didn’t tell us about these books earlier Is 
shocking! It’s never too late though to enjoy ZACHERLEY #1 and 2 for Only 
$4.95 each plus shipping! 


ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 204 each additional and send your check, 
money order or scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 

348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com 










Special dm smows Issue! DIABOLIQUF Mo. 11.' Just M Mo. W 

The latest issue of DIABOLIQUE has arrived and it is a SPECIAL COLLECTOR'S ISSUE featuring 
DARK SHADOWS and much more. DIABOLIQUE No. 11 is On/y $ 9.98 plus shippingl JustM No. 

13 for $9.98 plus shipping! 

Still Available! DIABOLIQUE #5, 6, 10 and 12 for Only $9.98 each plus shipping! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 200 each additional and send your check, money order or 
scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 




Special HAMMFR Issue! CINEMA asm Issue 25! 

We normally don’t carry this magazine billed as “THE ESSENTIAL GUIDE TO MOVIES OF THE ‘60s & 70s” but 
we thought this special “HAMMER” issue would be of interest to you Scary Readers! HAMMER Rises From The 
Grave in CINEMA RETRO #25 for Only $11.99 plus shippingl 


ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 200 each additional and send your check, money order or scary charge 
card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com New SCARY Website: www.scarymonstersmagazine.com 


LITTLE SHOPPE OF HOHHOIIS *29.' 

The latest issue of LSOH featuring Vincent Price has arrived. LITTLE 
SHOPPE OF HORRORS #29 is only $9.95 plus shipping! 

Back IssuesI LITTLE SHOPPE OF HORRORS #21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28 
$9.95 each 

' ReprintsI #1 $20.00 #2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 $12,00 each 

t| ADD $6,00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 200 additional and send your check, 

i money order or scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC, 

348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com 


Justin! SC1{EFM#25 and back issues! 

The latest issue to Scream for is here featuring UNIVERSAL MONSTERS, Roger Corman and much more! 
Don’t Scream get SCREEM #25 for Only $7.95 each plus shipping! 

Back Issues! SCREEM #17, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 $7.95 each plus 
shippingl 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 200 each additional and send 
your check, money order or scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 

348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com 


CHECK OUT Itw Mew SCAkY lUebsife ah www.scarym 0 nstersmaga 2 ine.com 


last FAMOUS MONSTERS #!92/ Setro Issues #70 i 7t also available! 

The issue that never was is now available, the Feb. 1983 issue #192 of 
FAMOUS MONSTERS for the Scary Low Price of $8.99 each for the 
regular cover and the direct dealer sticker cover plus shipping! 

Other Retro Issues! FAMOUS MONSTERS #70, 71 with and without 
direct dealer sticker for $8.99 each plus shipping! 


ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 200 each additional and send your 
check, money order or scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 

348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, II 60040 
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Justin! HAUNTED HORROH #/. i x 

From THE CHILLING ARCHIVES OF HORROR COMICS! 
comes an ongoing full color pre-code horror reprint comic 
book hosted by FORELOCK THE WARLOCK, Toast the 
horror within by purchasing HAUNTED HORROR #1, 2 and 3 
for Onfy $3.99 each plus shipping! 


Pre-Snde f/amrsl CRYPT OF HORROR vn. IS &f 6 / 

“CUT, MUMMY! THAT'S A WRAP!"...Anoth6r collection of pre-code horror comics 
presented in black and white from AC Comics has crawled out of the crypt! Horror Host 
Lon Madnight is wailing to greet you in CRYPT OF HORROR VOL 15 for only $ 29.95 
plus shipping! And Just In! GHOULSl VAMPIRES! WEREWOLVES! MONSTERS! in 
CRYPT OF HORROR #16 for only $29.95 plus shipping! 

$6.Q0 for shipping of 1*5 items, 20^ each additional and send your check, money 
order or scary charge card information to: DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL 
ORDER, INC. 346 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 


Frankenstein Alive, Alive! #i & 2 fast /n/ 

The Frankenstein monster is alive once again in this beautiful new comic book written by 
Steve Niles and Illustrated by Bernie Wrlghtson. The book is also alive with bonus text 
features. Live again with FRANKENSTEIN, ALIVE, ALIVEl #1, 2 for Only S3.99 each plus 
shipping! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 20^ each additional and send your check, money order or 
scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood. IL 60040 


ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 Hems, 20d each additional and 
send your check, money order or scary charge card 
information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBUSHING & MAILORDER, INC. 

346 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com E-MAIL; Scaremail@aol.com SCAREBOOK: facebook.com/scarymonstersmag 


scm 

SUE! 


money order or 
charge car 
information to: 
DENNIS DRUKTENIS 
PUBLISHING & MAIL 
ORDER, INC. 346 
Jocelyn PI. 
Highwood, IL 60040 


ypO can order anything you see in our SCARY magazines by placing a Special SCARY order at our 

Iveosife at: www.scarymonstersn1aga2ine.com even if it isn’t posted up there yet. 
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ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 20(i each additional 
and send your check, money order or scary charge card 
information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 
348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
EMAIL; Scaremail@aol.com 

New SCARY Website: www.scarymonstersmagazine.com 


Just/nf CniPY pnsniTS RICHAm GORBEN 

This CREEPY collection of over 300 pages of Richard Corben in a hardcover book is a 
shouldn’t pass up. This is the definitive collection of the artist's work from both CREEPY and 
CREEPY PRESENTS RICHARD CORBEN today for the Scary Low Price of Only $29.99 plus s 
ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 20^ each additional and send your check, money order or 
information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com SCARY Website: www.scarymonstersmagazine.com 


DAKK SHADOWS #2. 3. i, s, 6. 7, i. s. to comics.' fast M #n, i2, n.' 

Barnabas Coiiins is BACK.. .in a new DARK SHADOWS 
comic book with two different covers! Return to 
Collinwood with DARK SHADOWS #2, 3 and 4 for oniy 
$7.98 each for the set of 2 covers plus shipping or 
purchase only one cover for $3.99 each plus shipping 
(we will try to honor your request for a certain cover)l 
DARK SHADOWS #5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and Just /n/ #11, 12, 13 
for $3.99 each plus shipping. Stiii Avaiiable a few copies 
of DARK SHADOWS #1 for $7.98 for the set of two! 

DARK SHADOWS #1 Second Printing $3.99 


Baciffn Stock! FAMOUS MONSTERS ANNOTATED 

This is a must-have to add to your monster magazine/book collection! Within the high quality glossy 160 pages 
you’ll find lots of information on Forrest J Ackerman including the notes and photos that created the first issue of 
FAMOUS MONSTERS OF FILMLAND. Own this monster magazine piece of history called FAMOUS MONSTERS OF 

FILMLAND THE ANNOTATED ISSUE #1 for Onfy $29.99 plus shipping! u 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 20d each additional and send your check, money order or scary charge card 
information to: DENNIS DRUKTENI$ PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com New SCARY Website: www.scarymonstersmagazine.com 


SHOWCASE PRESENTS TALES OF THE UNEXPECTED VOLUME 1/ 

4/7rf..SH0WCASE PRESENTS WEIRD WAR TALES voLUMF W 

Venture into the unknown with another vintage sci-fi SHOWCASE collection of TALES OF 
THE UNEXPECTED featuring stories from 1957 collected from TALES OF THE UNEXPECTED 
#1-20. Everything from haunted houses to planet-stealing aliens can be found in 
SHOWCASE PRESENTS TALES OF THE UNEXPECTED VOLUME 1 for Oniy $19.99 plus 

shipping! Justin! SHOWCASE PRESENTS WEIRD WAR TALES VOLUME 1 collecting WEIRD 

WAR TALES #1-21 for On/y $19.99 plus shipping! 

Stiii Availabie! GHOSTS VOL. 1; THE SPECTRE VOL. 1; RIP HUNTER TIME MASTER VOL. 1; 

SEA DEVILS VOL. 1 and SHOWCASE VOL. 1 for $19.99 each plus shipping! 
shipping of 1-5 items, 20c each additional and send your check, money order or scary charge card 
i: DENnS DRUKTENI^ PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, (L 60040 


ADD $6.00 for 
information to 
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JusiM THE STRAHCF CHANGING MUMMY and VAMPIRF model kits! 

Here’s two more almost lost monster models that you may remember from their comic book ads anc 
have longed to either re-purchase them once again or purchase them for the first time. SEE THE 
MYSTERY OF THE strange change iT’S WEIRD, WEIRD, WEIRD! ...From 

Mummy to Monster to Mummy to Monster to Mummy From Vampire to 

Skeleton to Vampire to Skeleton to Vampire... Don’t miss this special limited 
release of monster model fun found in THE STRANGE CHANGING MUMMY 
and THE STRANGE CHANGING VAMPIRE for Only $ 24.98 each plus 
shipping! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-10 items, 10»! each additional and send your 
check, money order or scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 

548 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 

:-MAIL; Scaremail@aol.com SCARY Website: www.scarymonstersmag.com 
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At last! BARNABAS THF VAMPIRF model kit! 

After a 40 year absence from the scare-scene the MPC BARNABAS THE VAMPIRE model 
kit Is back from the grave! This is the same model you remember advertised in those cool 
old comic book ads! The kit is molded in black and glow-in-the-dark pieces and includes 
optional glow parts, and soft poseable arms. You can bring BARNABAS THE VAMPIRE 
from DARK SHADOWS model kit back to life for Only $ 28.98 plus shipping! 


ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-10 items, 100 each additional and send your check, money 
order or scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 

348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 

E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com SCARY Website: www.scarymonstcrsmag.com 


Back In Stack! BARNABAS VAMPtRE VAN model Rif! 

Another DARK SHADOWS model roars onto the scare scene 
This "Retro DELUXE ENHANCED REISSUE" features a 
Barnabas Figure and Coffin; pad-printed rubber slicks and 
original packaging art. Cruise over to the Scarehouse and 
purchase the BARNABAS VAMPIRE VAN for the Scary Low 
Price of Only $ 29.98 plus shipping! 

^ add $6.00 for shipping of 1-10 items, 100 each additional and 

send your check, money order or scary charge card information to- 
DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 


fust Inf THE WEREWOLF from DARK SHADOWS model Kit! 

The perfect companion monster model kit to your Barnabas kit. Another almost lost model kit is 
here for your enjoymenti THE WEREWOLF "FROM THE HIT TV SHOW DARK SHADOWS" 
GLOWS-IN-THE-DARK! features FLEXIBLE ARMS! TO CREATE YOUR OWN SINISTER POSES! 
for the Scary Low Price of Only $ 29.98 plus shipping! 


ADD $6.00 tor shipping of 1-10 items, 100 each additional and send your check, money order or 
scary charge card information: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 

348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 

E-MAIL. Scaremail@aol.com SCARY Website: www.scarymonstersmag.com 





Just In! bllUZILLfl #i, z. 5. 4. 5. 6, 7. a, 9, ia/ 
GODZILLA THE HAIF-CENTUHY WAR #1, 2,3,4/ 

Two new GODZILLA titles have roared and stomped their way 
into our Scarehouse! GODZILLA #1, 1(second print) 2, 3, 4, 
5, 6, 7, 8, 9,10 are Only $3.99 each plus shipping! 

GODZILLA THE HALF-CENTURY WAR #1, 2, 3, 4 Only 
$3.99 each plus shipping! 


Back h Stock! limited Supply! 


GODZILLA 


mode! kit! 


One of our model kit distributors found a few boxes of this long sold-out Aurora re-issue 
model kit from Polar Lights in 2000. Don’t miss out on getting this classic monster model 
again! The GODZILLA model kit is ready to roar your way for the Seary Low Price of $27.98 
plus shipping while our small supply lastsi 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 204 each additional and send your check, money order or 
scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
E-MAIL; Scaremail@aol.com New SCARY IVebsite: www.scarymonstersmagazine.com 


Still Available! GODZILLA GANGSTERS & GOLIATHS #1, 3, 4, 5 $3.99 each 
GODZILLA KINGDOM OF MONSTERS #1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 $3.99 
,5 each GODZILLA LEGENDS #1, 2, 3, 4, 5 $3.99 each 
j ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 204 each additional and send your check, 
money order or scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 

348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com 


Back h Stock! Vintage !9G9, 1970 
BLOOD Monster Movies on DVD! 


Many Scary Readers have fond MONSTER MEMORIES of seeing these 
films on TV or at their local drive-in theatres. Now you can own them 
all on DVD at Very Scary Low Prices and each DVD comes loaded with 
extra features! 

The original BLOOD Trilogy movies BRIDES OF BLOOD, MAD 
DOCTOR OF BLOOD ISLAND and BEAST OF BLOOD are dnly $5.98 
each plus shipping! (PLEASE NOTE 
these films contain nudity.) 

More Bloody fun can be found in BLOOD OF THE VAMPIRES and HORROR OF THE BLOOD 
MONSTERS for the Scary Low Price of $5.98 each plus shippingl (No nudity in these two fun low 
budget monster movies.) 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 204 each additional and send your check, money order or 

scary charge card information to: ^ 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
E-MAIL; Scaremail@aol.com New SCARY Website: www, scarymonstersmagazine.com 
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Just M HonGy West and KOLCHAK High Meets ^ Hedonism comic! 

Honey West and KOLCHAK team up for this one shot comic book. Join Honey West and KOLCHAK in High Heels 
S Hedonism #1 for Onfy $3.99 pius shipping! 

Still Available! KOLCHAK: The Night Stalker A Black and Evil Truth novel by C.J. Henderson for Only $14.95! 
KOLCHAK: The Night Stalker SOUND of FEAR graphic novei for Only $13.95! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 200 each additionai and send your check, money order or scary charge card 
information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. HIghwood, IL 60040 
E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com New SCARY Website: www.scarymonstersmagazine.com 


JustM KOLCHAK; THE NIGHT STALKER THE LOST WORLD paperback nave!! 

Moonstone unleashes all-new novels in traditional paperbacks with the release of KOLCHAK AND THE LOST WORLD 
by C.J. Henderson for Only $4.99 plus shipping! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 200 each additional and send your check, money order or scary charge card 
information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. HIghwood, IL 60040 


KOLCHAK THE NIGHT STALKER FILES #1, 2, 3 and more! 

Carl Kolchak Is back and running into monsters in whatever city he may be In at the moment. KOLCHAK THE 

NIGHT STALKER FILES #1, 2, 3 mnmggjmm gmmmmtim 
available for the Scary Low Price of Only 

additional and send your 

check, money order or scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. HIghwood, IL 60040 


Just M SHADOWLAND MAGAZINF COVERING THE BEST IN HORROR, SCI-FI S FANTASY 

ENTERTAINMENT issues 2, 3 ,V, 5 S 6! This is one of the only places you can purchase this new horror, sci-fi and fantasy 


magazine and we have all six issues available for you. SHADOWLAND MAGAZINE #1 


2 and 3 are Only $6.95 each plus shipping! 
Just Ini More Pages and Content! 
SHADOWLAfTD 
MAGAZINE #4, 5 and 6 
Only $9.95 each plus 
shipping! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 
1-5 iterns, 200 ' 


. - , 20^ each 

additional and send your 
check, money order or 

information to: DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING 8i MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. HIghwood, 


Just M CINEFANTASTIQUE PRESENTS THE UlTIMATE GUIDE TO ZOMBIES MAGAZINE! 

CINEFANTASTIQUE is back with a special issue featuring ZOMBIES! This 64 page full-color magazine also features a 3-D 
ZOMBIE centerfold and each bagged magazine comes with a pair of 3-D glasses. CINEFANTASTIQUE PRESENTS THE 
ULTIMATE GUIDE TO ZOMBIES is Only $9.99 plus shipping! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 200 each additional and send your check, money order or scary charge card 
information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. HIghwood, IL 60040 
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Almost Eone! COUNT GOFGOOF OkldhORId iBQBnd book! 

You've read about Count Gregore (John Ferguson) in SCARY MONSTERS #78 and again in this SCARY Yearbook 
now you can get the complete story in this recently released book by Tom Fowler. Get the complete John 
Ferguson Story in COUNT GREGORE Oklahoma Legend for Only $19.95 plus shipping! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 20^ each additional and send your check, money order or scary charge card 
information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 

Almost Eoffol AmiWM SCARY Conversations with the Kings, 
Queens and Jesters of Late-Night Horror TV book! 

Another must-have horror host book has arrived at the Scarehouse! 23 of your favorites are interviewed 
including Vampira, Zacherley, Chilly Billy, Commander USA, and Svengoolie. Spent An Evening of Spine’ 
Tingiing reading with AMERICAN SCARY Conversations with the Kings, Queens and Jesters of Late-Night 
Horror by Michael Monahan for the Scary Low Price of Only $25.00 plus shipping! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 20? each additional and send your check, money order or scary charge 
card information to: DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 
60040 E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com SCARY kVebs/fe.' www.scarymonstersmagazine.com 


Sffftted! Bonus Cord! treiiiwes of the Might That We loved 

So Well TV Horror Hosts of Southern California book! 

You’ve read about Jim’s upcoming book on Southern California horror hosts in these Scary pages and it’s back 
in stock! For this special back in stock presentation, once again Jim has signed the books for you Scary 
Readers and has also included a special horror host or hostess card/bookmark in each book. Don’t delay get 
the Scary Signed with Bonus Card Edition of Creatures of the Night That We Loved So Well TV Horror Hosts of 
Southern California book for the Scary Low Price of $24.95 plus shipping! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 20? each additional and send your check, money order or scary charge 
card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 


I Back In Stock! First Printing! THE KOLCHAK PAPEHS GKAVT SFCKFTS novel! 

\ We offered this new Kolchak novel back in 1994 when it first came out and it was a hit. I remember reading the 
* novel at the time and liking it so much that I would recommend it to customers at conventions. This is the 
I original first printing of the book with some new price stickers added to the back cover. THE KOLCHAK 
[ PAPERS GRAVE SECRETS is Oniy $15.00 plus shipping while our small supply lasts! 

I ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 20? each additional and send your check, money order or scary charge 
” card information to: 

I DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
I E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com New SCARY Websrte; www.scarymonstersmagazine.com 


Just In! Pre-Code Horror softcover editions! 

HAKVFY HORKOKS CHAMRFR OF CHILLS VDlume One and Two! 

The PS Artbooks HARVEY HORRORS collection is now starting to become available 
in affordable softcover editions. “WE DARE YOU. ...TO OPEN THE MYSTERIOUS 
DOOR INTO A WORLD OF HORROR! ...With the first two volumes of CHAMBER OF 
CHILLERS for the Scary Low Price of $24.99 each plus shipping! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 20? each additional and send your check, money 
order or scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 

348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com 
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Original Vintage copies! 

CASTLE of FRANKENSTEIN 


rndgatines! 


CASTLE OF FRANKENSTEIN #2 (VG-F) $18.00 
CASTLE OF FRANKENSTEIN #4 (VG-F) $15.00 
CASTLE OF FRANKENSTEIN #14 (VG-F) $15.00 
Also Available but not pictured! CASTLE OF 
FRANKENSTEIN #12 (VG-F) $15.00 #15 (G-VG), 16,17 (VG- 

30 3/32^ $8 Oo''laIh‘’#3f3V3^5°'Y ^ b “k 2000 SO "®'^^CASTLE OF^FRLKENSTEINf#^^.™ #27,1iS 

FRANKFN?TPIM 0 c f “ ^9.00 each CASTLE OF FRANKENSTEIN PRESENTS THE NEW ADVENTURES OF 
$^M eaTh%^$9 00 ^ JOURNAL OF FRANKENSTEIN #2 $10.00 #3, 4, 5, 6 

®'''''*'0''3l and send your check, money order or scary charge card information to- 
DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI, Highwood, IL 60040 E-MAIL: Scaremail§aol.com 


UNDYING MONSTERS *d. 


1. 2. 3 At/ 


The new monster magazine devoted to 
those classic undying monsters and 
movies is here! Undying Monsters live 
in glossy b&w in UNDYING MONSTERS 
#0 (this issue reprints the original sold 
out limited edition #1 with a new cover 
and a few pages of new material), 1, 2, 3 
and 4 for Only $9,95 each plus 
shipping! 

As we go to press the status of issue #5 is unknown. 

nFNMis n°RNkTFu!’Q information to: 
DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com 


Classic MONSTFRS WACKY-WOBBLfR Bobble-Heads/ 

e?e'il’L’k°s &"raf SS'youlV; ®" ®f *''®n'! DRACULA 

Only $14.98 each plus 
shipping??!! 

ADD $64)0 for shipping of 1-5 
items, 20^ each additional and 
JUf send your check, money 
order or scary charge card 
J-J information to: DENNIS 

t§mr DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & 
MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 
Joc|l^n PI. Highwood, IL 


Back In Stdck! ELVIRA MISTBFSS OF THF DARK mode! kit! 

ELVIRA is not only back on the scare-waves but is back as a 1/8 scale scary-detailed model kit! 

Invite Elvira into your dungeon with the ELVIRA 
MISTRESS OF THE DARK model kit for the Scary Low 
Price of Only $31 .98 (retail price $34.99) plus shipping! 


SOAOr 07/ 


iVCNGOOUl mum m 2013 f 


155 SCARY MONSTERS MAGAZINE A Keaf Monster M»gaM 


ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-10 items, 100 each additional 
and send your check, money order or scary charge card 
information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 
348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 





justm THE PHANTOM OF THE OPEHA in 3D dvd/ 

Not only is this silent classic in 3-D but also presented as a talkie complete with sound effects and a new 
musical score. The two disc set comes complete with 2 pairs of 3-D glasses and a host of special 
features including a iook at Phantom memorabilia and the movie can be viewed in both 2-D and 3-D. 

SEE: the Lon Chaney classic THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA like it’s never been seen before for Only 
$20.00 plus shippingl 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 200 each additionai and send your check, money order or scary 
charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com SCARY Website: www.scarymonstersmagazine.com 


fast fn/ UNIVFKSAL MDMSTEKS figures/ 

The next two 8-inch figures in the DIAMOND SELECT 
Universal Monsters figures have arrived with the extra 
accessories you can’t find in mainstream storesi Treat 
yourself to the METULANA MUTANT and THE PHANTOM 
for On/y $21.99 each plus shippingl 
SVIl Available! CREATURE FROM THE BLACK LAGOON, 
DRACULA, FRANKENSTEIN, MUMMY for Only $21 .99 each! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 200 each additional 
and send your check, money order or scary charge card 
information to: DENNiS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL 
ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 


What Witt the year 2nt3 bring? 

THE TWILIGHT ZONE MYSTIC STFH Bobble Head / 

From THE TWILIGHT ZONE episode “Nick of Time” comes the MYSTIC SEER black & 
white bobble head. ASK ME A YES OR NO QUESTION. Do you need to purchase the 
MYSTIC SEER bobble head? YES and you can have one for the Scary Low Price of 
On/y$19.98 plus shippingl (Comes with fortune-telling cardsi) 

BdcR /n Sfack/ At last! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 200 each additional and send your check, money 
order or scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 

348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 

E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com Hew SCARY Website: www.scarymonstersmagazine.com 


lust M CREATURE and FRANKENSTEIN Banks! 


We told you about these banks in the SCARE-NEWS in issue #83 and they have 
finally arrived a little later than expected but they were worth the wait. Each 
bank bust is approximately 8 inches tall and they won’t bust the bank. You can 
even save your money in these banks to have extra money to purchase more 
Scary mail order items from us. Start your own bank with the CREATURE 
FROM THE BLACK LAGOON and FRANKENSTEIN Bust Banks for Only $19.99 
each plus shippingl 


ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 200 each additional and send your check, 
money order or scary charge card Information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com 
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SCARY M0R5TFRS MAEAZ/RF recBnnendsXh^^i TSSOs-inspired B ft W monster movies! 


ts^WONSTeR 




If you are looking for good old fashioned 1950s monster movies these are the 
DVDs you need to own and view! While all of these movies are new 
productions they carry the scary tradition of the past within them. The movies 
ATTACK OF THE MOON ZOMBIES; DESTINATION OUTER SPACE, HOUSE OF 
GHOSTS, THE MONSTER OF PHANTOM LAKE and TERROR FROM BENEATH 
THE EARTH are even hosted by horror host Dr. Ivan Cryptosis (last seen in our 
sold out 2009 yearbook)! 

Don’t miss Just Ini HOUSE OF GHOSTS and THE MONSTER OF PHANTOM 
LAKE, Plus SEE! ATTACK OF THE MOON ZOMBIES; IT CAME FROM ANOTHER 
WORLD!; CAVE WOMEN ON MARS; TERROR FROM BENEATH THE EARTH and 

DESTINATION OUTER SPACE for only $10.00 each plus shipping! 

ADD $6.00 for o*--— ‘ ■* — 


money order or seal 
DENNIS 


pping of 1-5 items, 20p each additional and send your 
jary charge card information to: 

U- U r.yf'-ISHING & MAIL ORDER, iNC. 348 Joce 

Highwood, !L 60040 E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com 


check, 
Joceiyn PI, 


Mr In! AMICUS HOUSE OF HORROR, THE 

FALL OF THE HOUSE OF USHER and 
MYSTERY TROOPER DVDs! 


Three more DVD releases have arrived that belong in your house! 

AMiCUS HOUSE OF HORROR 2-DISC set with extra Peter Cushing 
features is On;y$11.98 (retail price$14.99) plus shipping! 

THE FALL OF THE HOUSE OF USHER and MYSTERY TROOPER are 
Only $5.98 each (retail price $7.99 each) plus shipping! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-10 items, 10^ each additional and send 
your check, money order or scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENiS PUBLiSHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 E-MAiL: Scaremail@aol.com 


Just M dew! VAJNPIRFLLA comics #17 18, 20. 21. 22. 23, 2% 25, 26 and more! 

The iatest VAMPIRELLA comics are here and we have a tomb- 
fuil! VAMPIRELLA #17, 18, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26 $3.99 
each plus shipping! Sets of 4 different covers are available on 
most issue numbers for only $15.95 per set plus shipping! 

Back Issues! VAMPIRELLA #1,2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 

13, 14, 15, 16 $3.99 each plus shipping! 

Just In! VAMPIRELLA THE RED ROOM #1, 2, 3, 4 (3 covers 
available) $3.99 each plus shipping! VAMPIRELLA ANNUAL 1 , 2 $4.99 each plus 
shipping! VAMPIRELLA VS. DRACULA #1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 $3.99 each plus shipping' 
,.. . VAMPIRELLA AND THE SCARLET LEGION #2, 3,4, Uus//n.' #5 $3.99 each plus 

shipping! Sets of 2 different covers available on most issue numbers for only $7.98 per set plus shipping! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 20(i each additional and send your check, money order or scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com 
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/w^/ff/BFAST WISHES thf fmhtastw wmiv of sob ahb kathy burms dvD! 

You’ve been reading about this documentary in the SCARE-NEWS for awhile and will be reading more about it 
soon in these pages. Meanwhile the must-have BEAST WISHES THE FANTASTIC WORLD OF BOB AND KATHY 
BURNS DVD is here and recommended for viewing by all Scary Readers for the Scary Low Price of Only $19.98 
(retail price is $24.99) plus shipping! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 200 each additional and send your check, money order or scary charge card 
information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com New SCARY Website: www.scarymorstersmagazine.com 


Back tn Stock! BFpisodes! CULT MOVIES TV DVD/ 

The pages of CULT MOVIES magazine come to life with the release of this DVD. You may remember reading about 
this TV show in the pages of CULT MOVIES and now you can finally see it. CULT MOVIES TV features Forrest J 
Ackerman, Yvette Vickers, Verne Langdon and many others in 8 classic episodes for Only $5.98 each plus 

shippingl u 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 200 each additional and send your check, money order or scary charge card 
information to: DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAILORDER, INC, 348 Jocelyn PI, Highwood, IL 60040 


ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 200 each additional and send your check, money order or scary charge card information to: 
DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHINGS MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com 


Just M GRAMPA'S Scary DVDs! 

ilUiV I" SCARY magazine we use to sell these GRAMPA’s videos on 

VHS and they were always a beast seller. Just in time for this new year of 2013 we 
have them available again on DVD. GRAMPA’S MONSTER MOVIES features Grampa 
hosting 28 of his favorite classic previews for Only $9.98 plus shipping! 
GRAMPA’S SILLY SCARIES features Grampa hosting 7 of his favorite sillest scary 
cartoons for Only $8.98 plus shipping! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 200 each additional and send your check, 
money order or scary charge card information to: DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING 
& MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 


Just M VBAIN OF BLOOD and... 

IN SEARCH OF DRACULA DVDs! 

Get an OVERDOSE OF SHOCK! watching BRAIN OF BLOOD with Bonus features 
for Only $8.98 ($9.98 retail price) plus shipping! 

and... “Something To Sink Your Teeth Into— ’’IN SEARCH OF DRACULA Starring 
Christopher Lee for Only $8.98 ($9.98 retail, note contains nudity) plus shippingl 
ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 200 each additional and send your check, 
money order or scary charge card information to: DENNIS DRUKTENIS 
PUBLISHING Si MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
New SCARY Website: www.scarymonstersmagazine.com 


Just In! THE BIDOD DBIMKERS. 

KARLOFF BEFORE FRANKENSTEIN and 
TERROR IS A MAN WUs! 

Three new DVD releases from Alpha with extras have just arrived. 
Time to watch THE BLOOD DRINKERS, KARLOFF BEFORE 
FRANKENSTEIN, and TERROR IS THE MAN for Only $8.98 each (retail 
price $9.99) plus shipping! 
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Just M AU NIGHT HALLOWFFN PARTY DVD! 

Retro-Spooky Fun For The Entire Family!!! This DVD is perfect for not only Halloween but for monstrous fun all 
year long featuring old-school cartoons, stop-motion animations and vintage horror trailers. Have an ALL NIGHT 
HALLOWEEN PARTY (or Scary Monsters Party anytime!) with this 65 minute DVD for the Scary Low Price of Only 
$12.95 plus shipping! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 200 each additional and send your check, money order or scary charge card 
information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 


Back fn Stack! THE DREADFUL HAILDWGREEM SPECIAL DVD 

You read about PENNY DREADFUL in SCARY MONSTERS #78 and you’ve been reading Dr. Gangrene’s 
interviews and articles in SCARY MONSTERS, now here’s your chance to see these two horror hosts at work anc 
saving Halloween! This DVD not only contains the extended cut of THE DREADFUL HALLOWGREEN SPECIAL, 
but TRAILER TERRORS, PENNY'S HOLIDAY SPECIAL and many more scares for the Very Scary Low Price o 
On/y $5.98 plus shipping! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 200 each additional and send your check, money order or scary charge card 
information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
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tack M Stuck ATTACK OF THE OCTOPUS PEOPLE DVD/ 

This recently released DVD is a tribute to classic drive-in horror and not only features ATTACK OF THE 
OCTOPUS PEOPLE but a bonus FRANKENSTEIN VS. HITLER movie both presented in B&W. Check out 
ATTACK OF THE OCTOPUS PEOPLE for the Scary Low Price of $5.98 plus shipping! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 200 each additional and send your check, money order or scary charge 
card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.cam New SCARY Website: www.scarymonstersmagazine.com 


fust M Scary Sale! 

DON GLUT I WAS A TEENAGE MOVIE MAKER; THE BOOK / 

You read about some of Don Glut’s movies in the early days of FAMOUS MONSTERS and CASTLE OF 
FRANKENSTEIN . Now, find out ail about his 41 fiims and more. We made a special purchase of this book and 
can offer it to you at a Scary Sale price while our limited supply lasts! Purchase and read DON GLUT I WAS A 
TEENAGE MOVIE MAKER: THE BOOK Today for the Scary Sale Price of $16.98 (original retail price $29.95) 
plus shipping! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 200 each additional and send your check, money order or scary charge 
card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 


fust M Scary Sale! LUGOSI HOLLYWOOD'S 

DRACULA, DOLLMAN and THE BEAST OF 
BORNEO DVDs! 

More scary DVD viewing for you at Scary Safe prices! 

LUGOSI HOLLYWOOD’S DRACULA $10.98 (retail price $14.98) 

DOLLMAN $7.98 (retail price $9.95) 

THE BEAST OF BORNEO $5.98 (retail price $7.98) 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 200 each additional and send 
your check, money order or scary charge card information to: 
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^DENNIS^DRUKTENIS^BLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.( 








Justin! THF MIGHTY KOGAH monsters of the movies Model! 

THE MIGHTY KOGAR mysterious beast of the Jungle joins the MONSTERS OF THE MOVIES 
monster model lineup. No cement needed and you can build as Kogar or with a Bob Burns or 
Tracy the Gorilla head. Snap up THE MIGHTY KOGAR MONSTERS OF THE MOVIES model for 
Only $28.98 plus shipping! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 20e each additional and send your check, money order or 
scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 

348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com 

SCARY NEW Website: www.scarymonstersmagazine.com 


JustM BFLA LUGOSI as BROADWAY’S DRACULA Deluxe Model Kit! 


ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 20ji each additional and send your check, 
money order or scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 

348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com 

SCARY New Website: www.scarymonstersmagazine.com 


jastm cnnmi from the black ugoon nMen 

It’s here the CREATURE FROM THE BLACK LAGOON model kit that you always wanted. 
Capture the Creature and his Bride? together in the newly released CREATURE FROM THE 
BLACK LAGOON model kit for Oniy $44.98 plus shipping! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 200 each additional and send your check, money order or 
scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING 8. MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 


Justin! DR. JEKYLl AS MR. HYDt 5th Anniversary model kit! 

The DR. JEKYLL AS MR. HYDE reissue model kit was Moebuis’ first model kit 5 years ago when they first 
started out. The 5th ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATIVE EDITION is now available complete with the 
AURORA logo this time around. The ALL PLASTIC ASSEMBLY KIT DR. JEKYLL AS MR. HYDE is Only 
$29.98 plus shipping! it's really in stock this time! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 200 each additional and send your check, money order or scary 
charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 


ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 200 each additional and send your check, money order or scary 
charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 

348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com 

SCARY NEW Website: www.scarymonstersmagazine.com 


Bela’s Broadway DRACULA model kit is back and now includes a beautiful victim 
for this deluxe version presentation. Bite into the BELA LUGOSI AS BROADWAY’S 
DRACULA Deluxe Model Kit for Only $49.98 plus shipping! 


MfM m FOKGOnEN PKISOHFR OF CASTTL-MAKF 

The famous THE FORGOTTEN PRISONER OF CASTEL-MARE model has finally been re-issued. Don’t 
forget to order THE FORGOTTEN PRISONER OF CASTEL-MARE today for Only $34.98 plus shipping! 
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JustM Mew! DR. DIADLY's MONSTER SCENES Model Hits! 

Three new “ALL PLASTIC BUILDER KITS" have arrived on the monster scene to build and add to your other MONSTER SCENES model 
kits, Each kit also includes: An exclusive mini comic book, illustrated assembly instructions and a fuli-color pin-up poster. Continue 

your experiment with DR. DEADLY’s MONSTER SCENES modei kits 
of the FERAL CAT, SABER TOOTH RABBIT 
and SKELETON for On/y $16.98 each plus 
shipping! 


ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 20^ 
each additional and send your check, 
money order or scary charge card 
information to: DENNIS DRUKTENIS 
PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 

348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com 


Back fn Stack! THF AURORA MONSTERS 
WITCH’S DUNGEON 40 years of chilis dvos.' 

Both must-have DVD documentaries are back in stock.! Don’t miss them this time 
around! THE AURORA MONSTERS THE MODEL CRAZE THAT GRIPPED THE 
WORLDI hosted by Zacherley and WITCH’S DUNGEON 40 YEARS OF CHILLS DVD are 
Only $20.00 each plus shipping! 

ADD $6.00 for shipping of 1-5 items, 20i each additional and send your check, money 
order or scary charge card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. Highwood, IL 60040 
E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com New SCARY Website; www.scarymonstersmagazine.com 


MONSTER MAGAZINES 

CASTLE OF FRANKENSTEIN The Original-42 (VG- 
•I In Stock! #12 


F $18 « (VG-F) $15 (G-VG) $12 Backli 
fVG-FJ $15.00 #15(G-VG), 16. 17 $12 
"" ^21 (F) $18 #2^VG-F; 


each #19 
, ',716 #23 

'ust In] One-of-a- 


16.00 #20 $20.00 k 

$15 CoF 1967 Annual (GVG) $' _ 

Wnd' #24 $22.00 CoF The New-^26 $20 #27.' 28, 

29, 30, 31, 32 $8.00 each #33. 34, 35, Yearbook 2000 
$9.00 each CASTLE OF FRANKENSTEIN 
PRESENTS THE NEW ADVENTURES OF 
FRANKENSTEIN Scary Saleim. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 

10. 11 Of)/y$5.00each 

CALLING MONSTER ISUND #9. 10. 11, 12, 13, 14 
$7.00 each Just In! #15 $6,00 CULT MoWES #1 
(Videosonic Arts, Bela Lugosi) $15.00 #6 iVG+) $8.00 8, 11. 12, 14. 15 16 17 
i?i20 21 22 23 24 $7 Jo each #28 $15.00 #19, 25, 26, 29, 30, 33 $4.95 each 
#13. 31.34,36, 36,37,38, 39 $5.95 each 

FAMOUS MONSTERS The Wea^218, 228, 230, 231, 234 $12.00 each #240 
Onginai-FAMOUS MON$TERS 1§66 YEARBOOK, 1969 
YEARBOOK $20.00 each 1968 YEARBOOK $22.00 #34 $20.00 #36 $12.00 
#37, 41 $16.00 each #45 $20.00 #47 $20.00 #56 $25.00 #49. 50, 54, 55, 57, 58, 
#53 $9.00 #67 $15.00 #63 $18.(i0 *86 $2l.0d 
MONSTER WORLD #1. 2 $15.00 each #3, 4 $20,00 each #6, 6, 8 $8.00 each 
# 0 $12.00 CURSE OF FRANKENSTEIN/HORROR OF DRACULA $7.00 
FILMFAK #15 $9 #1 7 $1 5 #23,24,25 $8 each #26 $1 2 #44, 48, 55 $6 each #59 
60 S6 each #58, 62 , 63/64 6$, d6, 67, 68, 69/70, 75/76, 81 , 82, 87/88 $ 9 . 9 $ 
74 77, 78, 79 80, 85,86, 89(listed on 88 on contents page), 90, 91, 
95,96, 98 $7.50 each #$3/94,.9d/ld0, 101,102,. ig3,1.05_, 1.06, fo^ 108, 109 , 


US' US' Ul' U®' 11ET18 119, 126 , 121 122J23, 124, 12 $, 126 , 128 , 
129. 130, 131, 132 S9.95 each One of a kind ^ILM^AX collection! (VG-F or 
better uriless notgJJ #12 13 $20 each #16. 21. 22, 27 $6.00 each #28, 29 $10 

I®' 16. 18. 19, 20, 22, 23, 

25, 28, 29, 33 $5.95 each 

HORROR BIZ magazine #2, 4, 5. 6^8. 9 $6.00 each 
HORROR HOSTS AND CREATURE FEATURES #1 $12 00 

#2 S10 #3, 4, 5, 6 $8.00 each #7 $9.00 

MIDNIGHT MARQUEE #37 (onginal cover pnce$'l4.95),#59, 62 (pictorials) 

78 $ 10.60 each 

MONDO CULT #1 $7.00 #2 $9.95 #3 $13.00 #3 shelf worn copies $7.00 
MONSTER MANIA #3 (April 1967) $12.00 


MONSTER ATTACK TEAM #8. 9 $7.50 each 

MONSTERPALOOZA MAGAZINE #1 $9.95 
MOVIE MONSTERS #1 (Dec. 1974) $10.00 
PSYCHOTRONIC VIDEO #32. 39 $^5.95 each 
QUASIMODO’S MONSTER MAGAZINE Vol.2 No. 8 (May 1975) $15 00 
SCARLET THE FILM MAGAZINE #2, 3. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, Just in! 49 S8.95 each 
SCARY MONSTERS MAGAZINE SOLD-OUt ISSUES! These are one-of-a- 
kind issues from the Charles Druktenis (my father) collection and each bag and 
boaijled issue comes with a Certificate of Scarenticity. #6, 9 (comes with signed 
Dr. Spe^culq Scare-Card), 14 $20.00 each #15 (comes with signed Svengoolie 
Scare-Card) 23 S25.00 each #20 $40.00 ScArY MONSTERS YEARfoOK 
MONSTER MEMORIES #1 . 4 $25.00 each 

SHREIK! "THE MONSTER HORROR MAGAZINE’’ (mid-1960s magazine) #1 

(Sack/rj SfocM. 2, 3, 4 $10 eac)i ' 

SILVER SCREAM LEGENDS SERIES BELA LUGOSI $8.00 

SPFX SPECIAL EFFECTS MAGAZINE #4, 5, 7, 9 $6.00 each 

3-D MONSTERS #1 (1964) $20.00 

VAN HELSING JOURNAL #11, 12 $8.95 each 

NAMMFH MONSTER MAGAZINES THE HOUSE OF HAMMER/HALLS OF 
horror #1 9, 10, 14, 21. 22 $9.00 each #17 $10,00 THE HOUSE THAT 
HAMMER BUILT Back In Stock! 42. 3.4. 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 17 18 
20, 21, 22, 23, DRACULA Special $|5.00 each #24 $-18.98 
SCARY BOOKS BORIS KARLOFF TALES OF MYSTERY Volume 1,2, 3.4, 5 6 
$49.99 each Back in Stock! Scary Sale! MARVEL MASTERWORKS ATLAS 
ERA MENACE Vol. 1 (original price $59.99) Only $50.00! SCARY COMICS 
TALES TOO TERRIblE TO TELL 42. 3, 4, 6, 7. 8 9 (3rd Printing). 1 1 (Pre- 
cede Horror comics) $3.98 each SCARY DVDs THE DEATH KISS, MARK 

^ monster bash origins, on the 

TRAIL OF ED WOOD, SNAKE PEOPLE, STRANGE AS IT SEEMS, S5.98 
each FANEX FILES HAMMER FILMS, FANEX FILES SAMUEL Z. ARKOFF 
$9.98 each THE DEATH OF POE $11, 98 SCARY MORELS t TOYS BIGFOOT 
I HORRORS GUILLOTINE Model Kit $25,98 Non-Glow 

9'' the DARK $31.98 GIGANTIC FRANKENSTEIN 
model $89.98 plus $10.00 shipping, HAUNTED GLO-HEAD MODELS 
APEMAN MUMMY, VAMPIRE and VitREWOLF 812.98 each HUNCHBACK 
OF NOTRE DAME Model Kit $24.98 THE MUNSTERS $29.98 ADD $6.00 for 
shipping of 1-5 items, 20d each additional and send your check, money order or 
scary cna^ card information to: 

DENNIS DRUKTENIS PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. 
Highwood, IL 60040 E-MAIL: Scaremail@aol.com 
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SCARY MCNSTERS MAGAZINE A Rea! Monster Magaime! 




Don’t miss another "Scary Party” you miss another issue 
or find out your local book store has closed and you can no 
longer find the Only Peat Monster Magazine (I960s-like) 
being published today! Use your BDAM! SUBSCDIBP TODAY! 


\ want A Reaf Monster Magazine like those published Name 

In the prehistoric 1960s delivered right to my castle 
door via First Class Scaremail! Start my 
subscription with SCARY MONSTERS #88! MOaress 

□USA 4 issues for $33.00 
□USA 8 issues for $60.00 
□CANADA 4 issues for $40.00 
□CANADA 8 issues for $68.00 
□FOREIGN 4 issues for $65.00 
□FOREIGN 8 issues for $120.00 


State_ 


-Zip- 


Make a copy of this coupon and send your check, money order or | 
scary charge card information to; DENNIS DRUKTENIS | 
PUBLISHING & MAIL ORDER, INC. 348 Jocelyn PI. , 
HIghwood, IL 60040 Scaremail@aol.com | 

New SCARV website! www.scarymonstersmagazine.com . 


(Continued from page 3) 

A week or so prior to Ihe cover creation I decided fo make 
Svengoolie the SCARY SECRET PHOTO?'? in S.M 85. I 
figured I could ask readers to also supply comments and add to 
the fun ofSC/t/fVX?. 

While everything was in place in early December, the official 
announcement and unveiling of the mock-up cover wouldn’t 
occur until .Tanuary 7. 2013 on the TERROR FROM 
BEYOND THE DAVES blog, followed by the SC.ARY 
MONSTERS Facebook, SCARY MONSTERS Website 
SCARE-NEWS, Svengoolie’s own Facebook and blog page. 
The Sven submissions started coming in practically 
immediately. SC.ARY MONSTERS 87 started to really shape 
up which was great. While I was happy, the pressure was now 
really on since 1 had begun work on issue 86/2013 
YEARBOOK and had to get that issue done and to the printer 
like. ..NOW!... before 1 could get to work on issue 87. 

As you may know already our 2013 YE.ARBOOK got to the 
printer and was printed and shipped out approximately two 
weeks ago as I write this. This issue was also the Official 
SCARY MONSTERS 86 issue number in case you were 
wondering what happened to that issue number. 

From the onset 1 intended to feature every contribution 
received in this issue if possible along with some of our regular 
features and a few other articles that I said would be in this 
issue. As the days and weeks went on I quiekly started 
worrying how everything would fit in and more importantly get 
done on time. 1 contemplated saving a few Sven articles 
including Dave's Svengoolie Halloween article which was 
advertised as being in the issue for our next issue. The more I 
thought about it and continued to work on this issue the more I 
thought that Rich (Svengoolie) deserved the best possible 
tribute since it may be the last time SCARY MONSTERS 
MAGAZINE would be able to do something like this. If 
anyone descrv'cd a special scary tribute like this it was Rich 
Koz (Svengoolie.) As you can probably see 1 broke the budget 
and added pages at least twice during the process for this final 
result. 

Over the last six years I’ve been able to see Svengoolie on my 
television screen, sometimes twice in one day! In 2007 I was 
also able to see him twice live and in person at the taping of a 
show and once when I sat next to him on FREE COMIC 


BOOK D.AY and it was a special treat. You can read about it 
in SVENGOOLIE U.SDEAD AND IN PERSON! in SCARY 
.MONSTERS #64. Over the years, I was able to catch a 
glimpse of Svegoolie at a FLASHB.ACK WEEKEND show 
and last year at G-FEST but unable to actually go and talk to 
him because 1 working at my dealer tables. Get your own 
Svengoolie viewing in this Special SCARY issue; his weekly 
show and his upcoming personal appearances to see why, Sven 
is a Horror Host Legend. 

Special Scan’ Thanks to Svengoolie (Rich Koz) for treating us 
to his Sven~brand o? Scary Fun for all these years! Also Scary 
Thanks go to Dave Fuentes for his extra scary help and 
everyone who 
contributed to 
this issue as 
well as those 
reading it right 
now. 

This Sven is 
for you! 

ENJOY! 
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